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THE ARGUMENT 
 
 
 

The frigate-bird, spends its day on the open oceans seeking fish. The 

Polynesians, who knew it well, saw it as a harbinger of land ahead. The 

piece follows the voyages of the Polynesians, always in search of the 

land of Hawai’iki. They begin from Samoa and wander the Pacific, 

finally touching Rapa Nui, Easter Island, ‘The navel of the world’. 

Some outriggers at last come to Ecuador, and they encounter the 

Andeans who offer them panpipe tunes. Returning west, they reach 

Aoterea, later to be known as New Zealand, where their land is invaded 

by marauding Scots. Finally, the modern world obtrudes, the ocean-

going drua is forgotten and small planes ply the islands. The cry of the 

frigate-bird is heard again, reminding today’s Polynesians of their lost 

heritage. 
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The frigate bird
Roger Blench
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