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Transcription  
 
IPA except that c=IPA [tʃ], j=IPA  [dʒ], y= IPA [j]; tilde below instead of on top.  Low tone unmarked. 
=morpheme-by-morpheme gloss ‘free translation’ 
 
RMB has converted the entire file to Unicode (September 2006). A number of new entries have been 
added, principally mammal names. With a few exceptions, commentaries have been added by RMB. 
Sorting roots into different columns was added by RMB. 
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Sources 
 
Code Lect Classification  State LGA Sources Comments 
Defaka Defaka Co-ordinate with the whole Ịjọ 

cluster (i.e. all remaining lects). 
RIV Opobo/Nkoro Jenewari 1983 

(J), Shyrock et 
al. (S) 

 

NK Nkọrọ East Ịjọ (EI); co-ordinate with KOI 
to make up KOIN. 

RIV Opobo/Nkoro KW, Harry  

BD Berbice 
Dutch 

The KOI vocabulary identified in BD 
is listed here.  Forms seem to 
represent 17th century KOI, when the 
modern KOI lects were less 
differentiated than today. 

 Berbice County? 
[check] 

Kouwenberg, 
Smith 

BD is a Dutch/English creole spoken in 
Guyana, first reported by Ian Robertson.  
Norval Smith identified some 25% of its 
basic vocabulary as of EI origin.  Silvia 
Kouwenberg carried out intensive fieldwork. 

IB Ịb anị Kalaḅarị-Okrika-Ịḅanị (KOI) RIV Bonny KW, Fombo  
KA Kalab arị KOI RIV Asari-Toru, 

Akuku-Toru 
KW, Jenewari 
1983 (J) 

 

BL Ḅile (Bille) KOI RIV Akuku-Toru   
KI Kịrịkẹ 

(Okrika) 
KOI RIV Okrika, 

Ogu/Bolo and 
Port Harcourt 

KW   

NE Nembe Co-ordinate with Akaha to make up 
Nembe-Akaha (NA), which is co-
ordinate with KOIN to make up EI. 

BAY  KW, Kaliai Eguema, Lịama, Oruokolo (Fununu) and 
Ḅẹlẹtịẹama speak a lect or lects probably 
belonging to NA. 

AK Akaha 
(Akassa) 

Co-ordinate with Akaha to make up 
Nembe-Akaha (NA), which is co-
ordinate with KOIN to make up EI. 

BAY  KW   

BU Ḅụmọ 
(Boma) 

SE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW, E E Efere   Almost every town has a slightly different 
lect. 
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Code Lect Classification  State LGA Sources Comments 
OP Oporomọ 

(Oporoma) 
SE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW, Maureen 

Olphin  
 

OY Oyakiri SE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW, R A 
Freemann  

 

ET East 
Tarakiri 

SE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW  Named to distinguish it from West Tarakiri in 
Delta State. 

EO East 
Olodiama 

SW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW, R A 
Freemann  

Named to distinguish it from West Olodiama 
in Edo State. 

BA Basan 
(Bassan) 

SW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW  Gbaraụn (not to be confused with Gbaraịn in 
NE Central Ịzọn) speaks slightly differently 
from the rest of Basan. 

KL Koluama SW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW  Koluama belongs to Basan, but speaks 
slightly differently. 

AP Apọị  SW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW  Not to be confused with Apọị in Ondo State, 
which is of Ịzọn origin but now speaks 
Yoruba. 

ID Iduwinĩ ́ Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Ekeremor KW   
OG Ogulagha Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL  KW   
GM Gbaramatu Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL  KW   
EG Egbema Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) EDO  KW   
WO West 

Olodiama 
Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) EDO  KW   

FU Fụrụpagha 
[in BA?] 

Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL  KW   

AR Arogbo Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) OND  KW   
OB Ogbe Ịjọ Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL  KW   
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Code Lect Classification  State LGA Sources Comments 
OT Oboro 

Town 
Western Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) ? DEL?  KW   

OE Operemọ NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Ekeremor KW   
ME Mein NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL,BAY Sagbama KW   
KU Kunbo NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL Sagbama KW   
KB Kabou NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL Sagbama KW   
WT West 

Tarakiri 
NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) DEL Sagbama KW   

ON Ogboin NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Southern Ijaw KW   
IK Ikiḅiri NW Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Yenagoa KW  Belongs to Ekpetiama, but speaks differently. 
EK Ekpetiama NE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Yenagoa KW   
KO Kolokuma NE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Kolokuma-

Opokuma 
KW  Spoken by Kolokuma-Opokuma ibe. 

GB Gbaraịn NE Central Ịzọn, West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Yenagoa KW   
OR Oruma Inland Ịjọ (II), West Ịjọ  (WI) BAY Ogbia? KW  An enclave within the Ọgbia language, 

retainĩńg many archaic forms. 
AT Akịta 

(Okordia) 
Co-ordinate with Biseni in Inland Ịjọ 
(II), West Ịjọ  (WI) 

BAY  Yenagoa? KW   

BI Biseni Co-ordinate with Akịta in Inland Ịjọ 
(II), West Ịjọ  (WI) 

BAY   Yenagoa? KW   
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1. ABLE, BE (V.T./V.AUX) 
Lect I II III IV V VI VII 
Defaka        
NK  kurɔ      
BD        
Ịb anị ínẽ ́       
Kalab arị ínẽ ́       
BL        
KI ínẽ ́  n dá     
NE inẽ       
AK inẽ       
BU inĩ ́       
OP inẽ ́   lá    
OY inĩ       
ET inẽ ́       
EO inĩ ́       
BA inĩ ́       
KL inẽ ́       
AP inĩ ́       
ID     ike   
OG inẽ       
GM        
EG      nĩmĩ timĩ 
WO      nĩmĩ  
FU inẽ       
AR      nẽmĩ  
OB inẽ       
OT     ekẽ ́   
OE inẽ ́    ekẽ ́   
ME     ekẽ ́   
KU  kʊrɛɪ      
KB  kʊrɔɪ/́kʊrɛɪ ́      
WT  kʊrɛɪ ́      
ON inẽ ́       
IK    lá miɛ ́    
EK  kʊrɛɪ ́      
KO  kʊrɛɪ ́      
GB  kʊrɛɪ ́      
OR      nómṹ ?  
AT    lá mɪɛ̃    
BI  kʊrɔ      
Notes *ínẽĩ́ ́ 

 
cf. ENDURE 

*kʊrɔ 1/ 
*kʊrɔ-ɪ 5 
cf. STRONG 

KI old word reach (do) ?cf. Igboid íkẽ ́strength    
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2. ABOVE/TOP (N.)  cf. SKY, MOON 
Defaka     
NK ogɔnɔ ̃    
BD  gonanga  upstairs 
Ịb anị ɔgɔnɔ̃ɔ́ ̃    
Kalab arị ɔgɔnɔ̃↓́ɔ̃ ́    
BL     
KI ɔgɔńɔ̃ɔ́ ̃    
NE ɔgɔńɔ ̃    
AK ɔgɔńɔ ̃    
BU ɔgɔńɔ̃/́ɔgɔńɔ ̃    
OP ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́    
OY  agɔnɔ̃ ́ãŋga   
ET agɔnɔ̃ ́    
EO ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́    
BA ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́  bɛĺɛʊ́,́ tɪb́ɪ,́  
KL ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́   also ‘top’, ‘sky’ 
AP ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́    
ID ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
OG ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
GM ɔgɔnɔ ̃  soríi  
EG ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
WO ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
FU ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
AR   dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃? ‘to be above’ 
OB ɔgɔnɔ ̃    
OT agɔnɔ ̃    
OE agɔnɔ ̃    
ME agɔnɔ ̃    
KU  agɔnɔ ̃gbɪńãɪ ̃   
KB agʊnɔ ̃    
WT agɔnɔ ̃    
ON agɔnɔ ̃    
IK agɔnɔɔ̃̃ ́    
EK ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́    
KO ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́    
GB ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́  uwóú-mɔ̃ ́  
OR   íwóú ɗɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AT agɔnɔ̃ɔ́ ̃ agɔnɔ̃ ́ga   
BI agʊnõ agʊnõ-mʊ̃ʊ́ ̃  check  
Notes *ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́ *ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́+ ãǵa side (or others)  Cf. Sky, Moon, 

Monkey 
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3. ACCOMPANY (V.T.) 
    
Defaka    
    
NK luɣo   
BD    
Ịb anị ɓɔŕɔḿãá   
Kalab arị ɓʊŕɔ↓́mã ́   
BL    
KI ɗuko mṹ   
NE ɗigíya   
AK agbáka mũ ?   
BU sʊɔ́ ́mṹ, gbóló-mɔ̃ ́   
OP sʊɔ́ ́mṹ   
OY kɛnɪ ̃ ́sʊwɔ-mɔ, duwói   
ET ʊ mɔmɔ ̃mṹ  ‘go with him’ 
EO gbóló-mɔ̃,́ dúwói   
BA gbóló-mɔ̃ ́   
KL toi: ɛ ɪ ́mɔ ̃mũũ-mɪñɪ   ‘I’ll go with you’ 
AP kɛńɪ ̃ ́túú dúwéí   
ID gboleí, jɔnɪ-mɔ   
OG gbolo-mɔ   
GM ɪ mɔmɔ ̃mũ  ‘go with me’ 
EG agbaɪ ́ tuu duweí =back follow 
WO gbolo-mɔ   
FU agbaɪ ́   
AR gbolo-mɔ   
OB ʊ mɔ̃ḿɔ ̃mũ  ‘go with him’ 
OT  túú dúó, gbóló-

mɔ̃ ́
=back follow 

OE  tuú dúwó =back follow 
ME gbelé-mɔ, tuú dúó  =back follow 
KU    
KB  túú dúó =back follow 
WT  tu dúó =back follow 
ON  tú dúó ? =back follow 
IK kɛḿɛ̃ ́á túú dúó mṹ  ‘someone her back follow went’
EK  túú duo =back follow 
KO sʊɔ́ ́mṹ   
GB  túú dúó =back follow 
OR kpɪsa   
AT kpasa  túú ɗó =back follow 
BI gbɛ, abʊ dô  =back follow 
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4. AERIAL YAM 
  
Defaka  
NK  
BD  
Ịb anị tʊḿ́, tʊḿʊ̃ ́
Kalab arị tʊḿ́, tʊḿʊ̃ ́
BL  
KI  
NE ɔtʊmʊ ̃
AK  
BU  
OP  
OY  
ET  
EO  
BA  
KL  
AP  
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU  
AR  
OB  
OT  
OE  
ME  
KU  
KB  
WT  
ON  
IK atɔḿɔ̃ ́
EK  
KO ɔtʊḿʊ̃ ́
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
Notes Dioscorea bulbifera Linn. 
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5. African civet Viverra civetta 
    
Defaka    
P-Ịjọ *ɔlɛghɛlɛ   
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị  edi < Igboid ‘bush-cat’
Kalab arị    
BL    
KI    
NE ɔlɔgɔlɔ   
AK    
BU    
OP    
OY ɔlɔlaɪ   
ET    
EO ɔlɛɣɛlɛ   
BA    
KL    
AP ɔlɛɣɛlɛ   
ID    
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR    
OB    
OT    
OE    
ME elɔɔ́ĺɛ ́   
KU    
KB    
WT    
ON    
IK    
EK    
KO ɪlɔɔ́ĺɛɪ́ ́   
GB    
OR    
AT atɔmʊ ̃  ? palm-civet 
BI    

 
Notes: the reconstruction of *ɔlɛghɛlɛ appears to be very characteristic for Ịjọ and does not occur in 
neighbouring languages. Some lects in the Bonny area have borrowed edi, which is a generic for bush-cat in 
Igboid languages. Others, such as Okolobiri, have eduu, which is usually a name for the genets but 
presumably can easily be transferred to the civet or even the leopard. 
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6. Two-spotted Palm Civet, Nandinia binotata 
   
Defaka   
Proto-Ịjọ   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT atɔmʊ ̃  
BI   

 
Notes: the name for the two-spotted palm civet is one of the most stable of all Ijoid words, *otomi in 
virtually every lect recorded. It has been sporadically borrowed into Delta Edoid, but is otherwise 
distinctive for Ịjọ. 
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7. AGE-GRADE 
   
Defaka   
P-Ịjọ   
NK ɓírí  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓíríá↓pʊ ́  
Kalab arị ɓá↓rá-ɓɛ-́ápʊ, ɓírí  
BL   
KI ógú-ápʊ ́  
NE itu  
AK ogbo ítu  
BU ogbó, itú  
OP   
OY ogbó, utu  
ET   
EO ogbó, utu  
BA ogbó utu  
KL utu  
AP utu 

*=Gbanraun  
 

ID pozi/posi, itu  
OG posi  
GM posi  
EG utu, ɪpã  
WO otu, ɪkpãɪ ̃  
FU yawɛ ́  
AR ɛnɪ ̃ ́evi-abʊ, posi  
OB posi, ou gboo  
OT pésí  
OE pesí  
ME pesí  
KU pésí  
KB pésí  
WT   
ON   
IK ogbo otú  
EK ogboó, itú  
KO pósí/pésí  
GB ituú, ogboó  
OR sẽĩ  
AT isẽĩ itúu  
BI otógu, otu 

[check] 
 

Notes   
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8. AGREE (TO, WITH) V.T. (cf. answer, reply 19.) 

Defaka     
P-Ịjọ     
NK     
BD     
Ịb anị   minĩ ́[check]  
Kalab arị ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́ogbo sʊá, *    
BL     
KI ɓerenĩ ́    
NE  ɓɔʊ ́  meremṹ 
AK  ɓɔʊ́   
BU ɓíɓínĩ,́  ɓɔʊ́ ́ kɛńɪ ̃ ́sʊɔ́,   
OP bíbínĩ ́ bɔʊ́,́    
OY bibinĩ ́ bɔʊ ́   
ET  ɓɔɔ ́   
EO bíbínĩ ́ bɔʊ́ ́ kɛńɪ ̃ ́sʊɔ  
BA bímĩńĩ,́  bɔʊ́ ́   
KL  bɔʊ   
AP bíbírĩ ́    
ID bibẽrĩ̃/bibĩrĩ̃    
OG bibẽrẽ/bĩbĩrẽ    
GM     
EG bibirĩ̃    
WO  bɔɔ   
FU  bɔɔ   
AR   kɔ ̃  
OB bibẽrĩ̃,  bɔɔ   
OT biberĩ̃,  bɔʊ   
OE bibẽrĩ̃,  bɔ   
ME biberĩ̃,  bɔʊ   
KU biberĩ̃,  bɔ ?   
KB bimerĩ̃    
WT biberĩ̃    
ON  bɔ   
IK  bɔɔ ́  memerĩ ́
EK gbanãɪ ́    
KO gbanãɪ ́ bɔɔ/́bʊɔ ́   
GB gbanãɪ ́    
OR ɓeeni  kɛnɪ ̃ɔ ́sʊɔ  
AT    meme 
BI    miminĩ ́
Notes     
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9. AIR 
Defaka    
P-Ịjọ    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị fɔŕʊ ́  also ‘breeze’ 
Kalab arị fɛŕʊ ́  also ‘breeze’ 
BL    
KI ɔẃʊ ́   
NE ɛwʊ   
AK ɛu   
BU ɛʊ́ ́   
OP ɛú́   
OY ɛu [or a-?]   
ET ɔú́ ɪm̃baá  
EO ɛʊ́ ́   
BA ɛʊ́ ́ ɪm̃ba  
KL ɛʊ, ɛfɛŕʊ ́  a. air breathed out, 

b. air breathed in=breeze 
AP ɛʊ́ ́   
ID ɛfɛrɪ   
OG ɛfɛrɪ   
GM ɛfɛrɪ   
EG ɛfɛrʊ   
WO ɛfɛrʊ   
FU ɛfɛrʊ   
AR ɛfɛrʊ   
OB ĩy ̰ɔ,̃ ɛfɛrɪ   
OT áfɛŕɪ ́   
OE afɔŕɪ/́afɛŕɪ ́   
ME awʊ ́  also ‘steam’ 
KU  ɛm̃ba awʊ=́‘breeze’ 
KB a. awʊ ́

b. afɛŕɪ ́
 a.=breeze 

b.=wind 
WT   awʊ=́‘breeze’ 
ON ɛú́   
IK ɔú́  also ‘breeze’ 
EK ɔʊ́ ́   
KO ɔʊ́ ́  also ‘breeze’ 
GB ɔʊ́ ́   
OR ɛẃʊʊ́   
AT áwʊ ́  also ‘breeze’ 
BI áwʊ ́   
Notes *ɛẃʊ ́  *ɛẃʊ ́(potentially visible).  Cf. Breath, Breeze, Wind. 
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10. ALIVE, BE 

Defaka      
P-Ịjọ      
NK dunɔ ̃     
BD      
Ịb anị dú↓mã ́     
Kalab arị ɗú↓mó     
BL      
KI ɗú↓mó     
NE   numó   
AK   nṹmɔ   
BU ɪndʊ ́  ɪwɔ ́    
OP ɔñdɔ/́undɔ ́     
OY ʊndʊ ́     
ET  ɔwɔ ́    
EO ʊndʊ ́nãńã    ‘life have’ 
BA   nṹmó   
KL ʊndɔ ́  nṹmó   
AP ʊndʊ ́timĩ    ‘live stay’ 
ID idʊ/undʊ     
OG    ayé/akpɔ ́

emi 
 

GM udʊ     
EG    ugɔ  
WO    ugɔ  
FU ʊdʊ     
AR    fɪɪ-ɣá  
OB ʊndʊ ́    u-? 
OT ɔñdɔ   yẽrĩ̃ ɔndɔ=‘live long’ 
OE ɔñdʊ*́ ɔwɔ ́   *in prayer 
ME  ɔwɔ ́    
KU ɔñdʊ ́     
KB ɛndʊ/́ẽndʊ ́    =‘live long’ 
WT ɪndʊ ́     
ON undɔ ́? uwɔ ́    
IK ɔñdɔ ́     
EK ʊndʊ ́     
KO ʊndʊ ́ ʊwɔ ́    
GB ʊndʊ ́     
OR ɛd́ʊ túu     
AT  ɔẃɔ ́  mɔ̃ ́  
BI ɪńɗʊʊ́     
Notes     Cf. LIFE, NEW, FRESH 
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11. ALL (OF THEM) 

Defaka   
P-Ịjọ   
NK (a) yóɣo  
BD   
Ịb anị (nnɪ) mã-́

mgba 
 

Kalab arị mgba  
BL   
KI (arɪ)́ mgba  
NE (ẽĩ/́á) bɪsɛ ́  
AK bísɛ  
BU (ɔɔ́)́ sɛ  
OP   
OY (a) sɛɛ́  
ET (a) sɛɛ́  
EO (ɔ)̃ sɛɛ́  
BA sɛɛ́  
KL ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
AP (ɔ̃)́ sɛɛ́/ɔɔ̃̃ ́sɛ* *=Gbanraun
ID (ɔ)́ sɪ-́sɛ  
OG (ɔ ̃sɪ-́sɛ  
GM (o) sɪ-́sɛ ?? 
EG (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
WO (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
FU (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
AR (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
OB (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
OT (a) sɛɛ́  
OE (a) sɛ-sɛ  
ME (a) sɛɛ ́  
KU sɛ  
KB (a) sɛɛ́  
WT (a) sɛɛ́  
ON   
IK (a) sɛɛ́  
EK (ɔ ̃sɛɛ́  
KO (ɔ ̃sɛɛ ́  
GB (ɔ ̃sɛɛɛ́  
OR ɛdɔnɪ  
AT sɛ,́ ékpétékpé  
BI ótúrú, 

aróturu 
 

Notes *sɛ 2  
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12. ALL THE MEN/PEOPLE 
Defaka   
P-Ịjọ   
NK kínĩ-́mã ́yoɣo  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪńɪ ̃-́mã ́mgba  
Kalab arị w̃ẽni-mɛ̃ ́mgba  
BL   
KI w̃ɛñɪ ̃ ́mgba  
NE   
AK kõŋõnu-mɔ ̃bísɛ  
BU kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́ sɛ  
OP kɛḿɛ̃ɛ́ sɛ  
OY kɪmɪ-̃bó sɛ  
ET owéí-ɓɔ-́sɛɛ ́  
EO kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́ ́sɛɛ́  
BA kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́ ́sɛɛ́  
KL kɪmɛɪ̃ ̃sɛɛ́  
AP kɪḿɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́sɛ * GB 
ID owei-mɛ̃ ́sɛ  
OG   
GM kɪmɪ ̃sɛ  
EG kɪmɪ-̃abʊ-mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
WO kɪmɪ-̃mã abʊ sɛ  
FU   
AR kɪmɪ ̃sɛ-sɛ  
OB   
OT kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛ ́  
OE kɪmɪ ̃ ́sɛ ́  
ME kɪmɪ ̃-́bó sɛ  
KU kɪḿɪ ̃-́mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃sɛɛ́  
KB kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
WT   
ON kɛḿɛ̃-́bo sɛ ?  
IK kɛḿɛ̃-́ɓɔ sɛɛ́  
EK   
KO kɪḿɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
GB   
OR ówí-awó sɛɛ́-mɪ ̃ ́  
AT   
BI ówé tʊɓɔ-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̂ɓê check
Notes   
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13. Alligator pepper=melegueta pepper, Aframomum melegueta 
   
Defaka   
NK sani  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ ́sánɪ ̃,́ fʊśánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
Kalab arị fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
BL   
KI fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
NE fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
AK háni  
BU sánɪ ̃ ́  
OP sánĩ ́  
OY ɪsanɪ ̃ ́  
ET   
EO sánɪ ̃ ́  
BA sánɪ ̃ ́  
KL sánɪ ̃ ́  
AP sánɪ ̃,́ pɛŕɛ ́sánɪ ̃ ́* *‘king pepper’ (smaller)
ID sanɪ  
OG sanɪ  
GM sanɪ  
EG sanɪ ̃  
WO sanɪ  
FU sanɪ  
AR sanɪ  
OB sanɪ  
OT sánɪ ̃ ́  
OE ɛsanɪ, sanɪ  
ME esanɪ  
KU ɛsanɪ  
KB sanɪ  
WT esanɪ ̃ ́  
ON   
IK isanĩ ́  
EK fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
KO fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
GB fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ ́ ‘eating pepper’ 
OR sanɪ  
AT óɗóɓó fɪ-́sánɪ  
BI dúɓó fɪ-́sánɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes Cf. PEPPER  
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14. ALSO: HE ALSO particle, tonally enclitic 
 I II  
Defaka    
NK  -sɔ ́  
BD    
Ịb anị  -sɔ ́  
Kalab arị  -sɔ ́: ori sɔ ́  
BL    
KI  -sɔ  
NE -ka   
AK -ka   
BU -kpɔ   
OP -kpɔ   
OY -kpɔ   
ET -kpɔ   
EO -kpɔ   
BA -kpɔ   
KL -kpɔ   
AP -kpɔ   
ID -kpɔ   
OG -kpɔ: í kpɔ   
GM -kpɔ: u kpɔ ́   
EG -kpɔ: u kpɔ ́   
WO -kpɔ: u kpɔ ́   
FU -kpɔ: u kpɔ ́   
AR -kpɔ   
OB -kpɔ: u kpɔ ́   
OT -kpɔ   
OE -kpɔ: ɔ kpɔ   
ME -kpɔ   
KU -kpɔ   
KB -kpɔ   
WT -kpɔ   
ON -kpɔ   
IK -kpɔ   
EK -kpɔ:́ eri kpɔ ́   
KO -kpɔ:́ eri kpɔ ́   
GB -kpɔ ́   
OR -kɜ/-ká: eri kɜ  vowel harmony  
AT -kpá   
BI -kpá   
Notes    
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15. ANGLE (FOR FISH) (V.T.) 
P-Ijoid    
Defaka    
P-Ịjọ ɗáá   
NK  sara  
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị  árɪ ́kóró-mã/́wákɪ/́* ‘set hook’ 
BL    
KI árɪ ́ɗá  ‘set hook’ 
NE ɗa   
AK ɗa   
BU ɗá   
OP    
OY daa   
ET    
EO dáá   
BA    
KL daa   
AP dáá   
ID daa   
OG daa   
GM daa   
EG daa   
WO daa   
FU daa   
AR da fũ  
OB daa   
OT dáá   
OE daá   
ME daá   
KU dá   
KB dáá   
WT    
ON    
IK dáá   
EK dáá   
KO dáá   
GB dáɪ ́   
OR ɛkpáɓʊ 

ɗa 
  

AT ɗá   
BI dá   
Notes *ɗaa/ɗaɪ 

2 
  



20 

 
16. ANIMAL, MEAT 

   
Defaka ámi  

amɪ,̃ onumã
J 33 meat 
J 137 animal 

P-Ịjọ *nãmã  
NK nãḿã ́  
BD nãmã ‘meat, animal’ 
Ịb anị nãḿã ́  
Kalab arị nãḿã ́  
BL nãḿã ́  
KI nãḿã ́  
NE nãmã  
AK nãmã  
BU nãḿã ́  
OP nãḿã ́  
OY nãmã  
ET nãḿã ́  
EO nãḿã ́  
BA nãḿã ́  
KL nãmã  
AP nãḿã ́  
ID nãmã  
OG nãmã  
GM nãmã  
EG nãmã  
WO nãmã  
FU nãmã  
AR nãmã  
OB nãmã  
OT nãḿã ́  
OE nãmã ́  
ME nãmã ́  
KU nɪ ̃ḿã ́  
KB nɪ ̃ḿã ́  
WT nãmã ́  
ON nãḿã ́  
IK nãḿã ́  
EK nãḿã ́  
KO nãḿã ́  
GB nãḿã ́  
OR nãḿã ́  
AT nãḿã ́  
BI nɪ ̃ḿã ́  
Notes 2  
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17. ANKLE 

   
Defaka   
   
NK ɓíɔ ́kɔŋ́gɔ leg neck 
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ-́ku  
Kalab arị ɓʊɔ́/ḿgbɔ  
BL   
KI ãnda nã ikóli nã  
NE kɔŋgɔ  
AK ɓuɔ ikpɔkɔ  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
OP búwɔ ́tɔrʊ  
OY bʊwɔ tɔrʊ  
ET ɓʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
EO bʊẃɔ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
BA bʊɔ́ ́ɪḱálɪ ́  
KL ɪkaŋɪ check ?ant?? 
AP bʊɔ́ ́tɔĺʊ ́ NB original -l-, contrast -r- 
ID bʊwɔ tɔlʊ  
OG bʊɔ tɔlʊ  
GM bʊɔ tɔlʊ  
EG (bʊɔ ̃tɔlʊ  
WO (bʊɔ ̃tɔlʊ  
FU bʊɔ dʊnʊ ̃  
AR bʊɔ tɔlʊ  
OB bʊɔ tɔlʊ  
OT bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
OE bʊɔ ́tɔĺʊ/́tɔlʊ ́  
ME bʊɔ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
KU bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
KB bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́ ‘ankle-bone’ 
WT bʊɔ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
ON bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
IK ɓʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
EK bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
KO bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
GB bʊɔ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
OR   
AT ɓɔ ́tɔŕɪ  
BI bɔ ́tɔŕʊʊ́  
Notes   
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18. Another (Person) 

   
Defaka   
 *jɪnɪ ̃  
NK jíé: jí(-ɓɔ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị jɛ:́ jʊɔ  
Kalab arị jẽ:́ jʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BL   
KI jɪ ́ ̰  
NE dɪ ̃  
AK dɛ ̃  
BU zɪńɪ ̃:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́ɓɔ ́  
OP zɛńɛ̃ ́  
OY zɪnɪ  
ET zɛńɛ̃ ́  
EO zɪńɪ ̃:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA zɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL jɛńɛ̃/́zɛńɛ̃:́ jɛńɛ̃ ́ɓɔ ́  
AP zɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
OG zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
GM zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
EG jene ɓɔ  
WO zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
FU zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ-̃bɔ  
AR zɪnɪ: pa kɪḿɪ,̃ zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃ pa 
OB zɪnɪ: zɪnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
OT zɪńɪ ̃:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OE zɪnɪ ̃ ́bɔ ́  
ME zɪnɪ ̃:́ zɪnɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU zɪnɪ ̃:́ zɪnɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KB zɪńɪ@ ́: zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
WT zɪnɪ ̃:́ zɪnɪ ̃ ́bɔ ́  
ON zɛnɛ: zɛńɛ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
IK zɛnɛɛ ́ ? 
EK zɪńɪ ̃:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO zɪńɪ ̃/́zínĩ:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB zɪńɪ ̃:́ zɪńɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR gíyẽĩ́ ́  
AT  áyɛɛ́, paa yɛɛ́, pʊpa yɛɛ́ 
BI  paá: paá kɪmɪ ̃

Notes-- 
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19. ANSWER, REPLY (V.T.) 
    
Defaka pakara  ? loan from Nkoroo 
    
NK pákara/páɣara   
BD    
Ịb anị páɣaraá/páɣará/páaraá   
Kalab arị pá↓kɪŕɪ ́   
BL pákɪ↓́rɪ ́   
KI pɛkɛrɛ ́ ɓerenĩ ́  
NE pagará  meremṹ 
AK   meremṹu/ 

mõromṹu 
BU páárá ɓíɓínĩ,́   
OP  bíbínĩ ́  
OY paará bibirĩ,́   
ET  ɓiɓinĩí́  
EO páɣárá   
BA páárá   
KL paɣara   
AP  bíbírĩ ́  
ID  bɛɛlɪ, 

bibĩrĩ̃ 
 

OG  bĩbĩrẽ  
GM  ánsa bibĩrĩ̃ 2 items? 
EG  bibirĩ̃  
WO  buburĩ̃  
FU  bibĩrĩ̃  
AR esi   
OB  bibẽrĩ̃  
OT waɪ-mɔ   
OE  bibẽrĩ̃  
ME waɪ-mɔ biberĩ̃  
KU  biberĩ̃  
KB  bimerĩ̃  
WT  biberĩ̃  
ON  biberĩ̃  
IK memerĩ ́   
EK gbanãɪ ́   
KO gbanãɪ ́   
GB gbanãɪ ́   
OR ɓeeni   
AT meme   
BI paara, miminĩ ́   
Notes *pakaraɪ (?)   
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ANT 
Defaka   
NK sɔńɔ̃ ́ contrast ‘five’? 
BD   
Ịb anị sʊńã ́ also mɛ̃ńɛ̃ ́? 
Kalab arị mɛ̃ńɛ̃ ́  
BL   
KI sɔńɔ̃ ́  
NE ɪsɔnɔ,̃ ɔga ɪsɔnɔ ̃  
AK ihɔnɔ,̃ ɔga ihɔnɔ ̃  
BU ɪsɔńɔ̃,́ ɔgá ɪśɔńɔ̃ ́  
OP ibɔŕɔɓ́ɔrɔ b/ 
OY ɪsɔñdɔ ́  
ET tani-yií  
EO ɪsɔńɔ̃,́ ɔgá ɪśɔńɔ̃ ́  
BA ɪsɔńɔ̃,́ ɔgá ɪśɔńɔ̃ ́  
KL ɪsɔńɔ̃ ́  
AP ɪsɔ̃ńdɔ ́ Gba ɪsɔnɔ̃ ́
ID isɔńɔ̃ ́  
OG ɪsɔnɔʊ̃ ́  
GM ɪsɔnɔ̃ ́  
EG isɔnɔ̃ ́  
WO isɔnɔ̃ ́  
FU isɔnɔ̃ ́  
AR isɔnɔ̃ ́  
OB isɪndɔ ́  
OT ɛsɪńdɔʊ́ ́  
OE ɛsɪńdɔʊ́ ́  
ME ɪsɪńdɔʊ́ ́  
KU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́fɪ-́áyé-ámã  
KB tanɪ-yaɪ,́ kporosɪka +? 
WT ɪfʊŕʊ̃̃f́ʊrʊ̃̃ ́  
ON isɔ̃ńdɔ ́  
IK ifɔrɔfɔŕɔ  
EK ɪfʊŕʊf́ʊrʊ  
KO ɪfʊrʊ̃f̃ʊŕʊ̃ ̃  
GB ɪfʊŕʊ̃̃f́ʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ ́  
OR   
AT órúrú  
BI írúrú  
Notes *ɪsɔd̃ɔʊ (?)  
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ANT, SOLDIER/DRIVER 
Defaka   
NK mẽńẽ,́ ókúbʊláki, 

pulo sɔnɔ ̃
 

BD   
Ịb anị ɔḱʊɓʊlákɪ  
Kalab arị íjére/íjíre cf. Igbo ìjérè 
BL   
KI akaráy ̰ɔ,̃ opu ɔsɔnɔ ̃  
NE ikilá  
AK elulu/ilulu  
BU ilúlú  
OP olúlú  
OY ululu  
ET olúlú  
EO ulúlú  
BA olúlú  
KL ogógóróba, olúlú  
AP olúlú  
ID ekílé, okéré  
OG ilulu/olulu  
GM ɪsɔnɔ ̃  
EG olulu  
WO olulu  
FU olulu, bʊɔ kɔrɪ-yaɪ  
AR olulu  
OB olulu  
OT olulu  
OE olúlú  
ME olúlú  
KU bʊɔ́ ́dɪdɪ-yáɪ ́  
KB olúlú  
WT olúlú  
ON olúlú  
IK olúlú  
EK olúlú  
KO olúlú, igíla  
GB egilé  
OR itulɜ  
AT igbõ  
BI ɪfɛdɪ  
Notes Dorylinae PIj *ikilɜ ? No, only 

NA, Ịzọn 
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ANT, SUGAR 
Defaka   
NK osiɣirí sɔnɔ ̃ ‘sugar ant’ 
BD   
Ịb anị sʊńã ́áwɔɔ́  
Kalab arị osíkiri mɛnɛ̃ ́ ‘sugar ant’ 
BL   
KI sɔńɔ̃ ́ Ogu ɔśɔńɔ̃,́ 

Ogoloma osíkiri 
ɔsɔnɔ ̃

NE mɛ̃ʊ́ ̃  
AK súga ihɔnɔ ̃ ‘sugar ant’ check
BU kálá ɪsɔnɔ,̃ igórógóro ‘small ant’ 
OP ɪbɔŕɔ ́bɔrɔ i- ? denasalized? 
OY ɪmʊr̃ʊ̃m̃ʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
ET ɪfɔŕɔf́ɔrɔɔ ́  
EO ɪbʊŕʊb́ʊŕʊ denasalized? 
BA ɪmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ ́ɪsɔnɔ ̃  
KL ɪsɔnɔ ̃  
AP ɪmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃ Gb ɪmʊr̃ʊ̃m̃ʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃
ID imʊr̃ʊ̃m̃ʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ ́  
OG ɪmʊr̃ʊ̃m̃ʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO isɔnɔ̃ ́  
FU   
AR ɪfʊrʊ ɪsɔnɔ ̃ check i- 
OB imʊr̃ʊ̃m̃ʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ ́  
OT ɛsɪndɔʊ́ ́  
OE ɛsɪńdɔʊ́ ́  
ME ɪmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊr̃ʊ̃ ̃  
KU ɛmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
KB ɛmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊr̃ʊ  
WT ɛmʊ̃ŕʊ̃̃ḿʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
ON igaragára  
IK asíápírímɔ̃,́ ewúrúwurú  
EK ɪfʊŕʊf́ʊrʊ  
KO urúrú  
GB asɪýáí pɪŕɪḿɔ̃ ́  
OR ɛḿãnɪmãńɪ  
AT órúrú  
BI ɪmãrã̃mãrã̃, írúrú  
Notes Monomorium pharonis  
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ANT, TAILOR 
NK   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE ɪkɪrɪ farɪ-́ɓɔ ́dɔgʊ-́ɣa ?? check id. 
AK ogorogóro check id. 
BU ɪgɪŕɪḿɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́ɔsãɪ ̃ ?? check id. 
OP igóró-mĩńɛ̃ ́osai ?? check id. 
OY   
ET   
EO ogórógóro check 
BA   
KL   
AP ogórógóro check 
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG ogorogoró  
WO ogorogóró bush, bites, stink 
FU   
AR ogorogóró check id. 
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME egéré-binɛ-̃á-sɛɪ ‘drum-beat-not-dance’ 
KU   
KB egéré-beni-ásɪaɪ check id. 
WT   
ON egérébunãása check id. 
IK egéré-bɪnɛ-̃á-sa  
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT agbobiri-asaɪ ??check id. 
BI   
Notes Oecophylla Pale brown with powerful jaws.  

Nest made from leaves sewn 
together with silk. 
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ANT, STINK 
NK   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI ɪfɔrɔfɔŕɔ  ??? check id. 
NE   
AK   
BU atamgbála ??? check id. 
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO fʊŕʊ-́wéi ??? check id. 
BA atãḿgbálá, fɔŕɔ-́wéí ??? check id. 
KL   
AP atamgbalá ??? check id. 
ID  

 
 

OG   
GM   
EG atamgbalá under raphia palms, stinks 
WO ogorogóró bush, bites, stinks 

??? check id. 
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME atamgbalá black ant with painful sting, lives in ground, eggs 

resẽmble rice 
KU atamgbɪĺa ??? check id. 
KB okú-bɪlakɪ ??? check id. bites, lives in bush 
WT   
ON fɔŕɔ-́yáɪ ́ ??? check id. 
IK fɔŕɪ-́yáɪ ́ ??? check id. 
EK   
KO atamgbalá ??? check id. 

black ant, one of castes of soldier ants 
GB atamgbála orúrú↓ú  
OR atáɓalá  
AT  

 
 

BI atámbɪlá 2 big pincers, stings 
Notes Ponerinae Shiny black with powerful jaws, painful bite & sting.  

ʊnpleasant metallic smell.  Nest in hole in ground. 
(Boorman 1981:70) 
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ANT, OTHER TYPES OF 
Defaka   
NK íko, opu sɔńɔ̃ ́téɓe,  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị íjére, ɔḱʊb́ɪlákɪ,  
BL   
KI ɪfɔrɔfɔŕɔ  
NE   
AK akpánãĩ  
BU atamgbála  
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL okṹ bɪlákɪ powerful bite, 

small, red 
AP   
ID ekúbirázĩ, orozo  
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME akábarabára yellow ant, lives 

in dry tree 
KU aká-kperekére  
KB okú-bɪlakɪ bites, lives in 

bush 
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO atamgbalá  
GB atamgbála orúrú↓ú  
OR atáɓalá, kírí ítulɜ  
AT ibobõũ, ɪkpɪśɪ  
BI dúɓó-fɪ-́sa dúɓó  
Notes   
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20. 1=SITATUNGA (MALE) 

Defaka   
NK ogãĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊɓ́ara  
Kalab arị tʊɓ́ára duu female sitatunga check sp. (CBP) 
BL   
KI tʊɓ́á↓rá  
NE tʊɓará  
AK tuɓára  
BU tʊɓ́ára  
OP túɓára check ɓ 
OY tʊbára burá= 
ET túɓára  
EO tʊb́árá  
BA ʊtʊb́árá  
KL tʊb́árá  
AP tʊb́árá  
ID agɪra, 

ɔtʊb́ará/itʊb́ɪra 
 

OG agɪra  
GM ogusúmã  
EG agɪra  
WO agɪra taller than antelope, long legs 
FU ʊtʊb́ɪra  
AR ugborugbo  
OB ʊtʊb́ɪrá  
OT ʊtʊb́ɪrá  
OE ʊtʊb́ɪrá, bió-wéí  
ME ʊtʊb́ɪrá  
KU ɔtʊb́ɪrá  
KB ɔtʊb́ɪra  
WT ʊtʊb́ɪrá  
ON utɔbíra  
IK utɔɓ́ara  
EK ʊtʊb́ara  
KO ʊtʊb́ara asalaá=next 
GB   
OR oguru check sp.=male sitatunga (CBP) 
AT ɔt́ʊɓ́ʊŕá  
BI a. (owéí) ɔt́ʊb́(ɪ)́rá 

b. ɔv́ʊ̃ ́ɔt́ʊb́(ɪ)́rá 
a.(‘male/swamp s.’). ɔt́ʊb́(ɪ)́rá also 
general for sitatunga + bushbuck 

 ʊtʊɓara 4 Tragelaphus spekei Applied to male, or 
generally to Tragelaphus (sitatunga + 
bushbuck) 

   
 
Notes: cognates in Delta Edoid and Ogoni languages. 



31 

21. 2= BUSHBUCK +SITATUNGA (FEMALE) 
Defaka   
P-Ịjọ *asaalaá  
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị asala check sp. (CCBP) 
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO asaalaá  
GB asaalaá  
OR a. kéré pɛĺɛ-́ye 

b. onunu 
a.female bushbuck +sitatunga (CBP) 
b.male bushbuck check sp. (CBP) 

AT élé <Igbo 
BI élílé  
 Tragelaphus scriptus Applied to bushbuck (m.& f.), + female sitatunga 

 
Notes: Forms such as Biseni élílé are borrowed from Igboid and indeed this root is widespread in Nigeria. 
despite the slightly scattered attestations *asaalaá seems to be an Ịjọ innovation, not attested in naighbouring 
languages. 
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22. ANUS 
Defaka   
NK fĩãtíɓi ‘shit ?’ 
BD   
Ịb anị otumõ (bí↓é)  
Kalab arị ḿgbí  
BL   
KI tumõ ɓíe  
NE igíri  
AK igíri  
BU bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́póóló ‘shit hole’ 
OP bíy ̰ɛ ̃ ́póóló ‘shit hole’ 
OY bɪy ̰ɛ ̃opoolo ‘shit hole’ 
ET ɓíɛ ́téɓí  
EO tú bɪb́ɪ,́ (bɪy ̰ɛ ̃poɣolo) ‘bottom mouth’ 
BA túú bɪb́ɪ ́ ‘bottom mouth’ 
KL tu bɪbɪ pɛrɛ r = [ɾ] 
AP túú bɪb́ɪ ́ ‘bottom mouth’ 
ID bɪy ̰ɛ ̃opoolo ‘shit hole’ 
OG bɪɛ̃ ̃bɪɛ̃ ̃tuɣu  
GM tugu  
EG bɪɛ̃ ̃poolo ‘shit hole’ 
WO bɪɛ̃ ̃poolo/ogbo ‘shit hole/?’ 
FU bɪɛ̃ ̃pɛrɛ, tuu bɪbɪ pɛrɛ  
AR tu bɪbɪ poolo ‘bottom mouth 

hole’ 
OB bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́ópóóló ‘shit hole’ 
OT bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́bɪb́ɪ ́ ‘shit mouth’ 
OE bɪy ̰ɛ ̃ ́ópóóló ‘shit hole’ 
ME bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́ópóóló ‘shit hole’ 
KU bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́pólo ‘shit hole’ 
KB bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́ópólo ‘shit hole’ 
WT bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́opólo ‘shit hole’ 
ON ipɔli  
IK ɓíé yɔ ́  
EK inẽŋ́í úké/búlóú  
KO inẽŋ́í, bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́ópóóló  
GB inẽŋ́í, bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́ópóóló  
OR óli  
AT bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́bɪɛ̃ ̃ɔwɔ  
BI bó nyɛ ́ɔẃɔ/̂kónu  
Notes ‘shit’, like many Ịzọn forms, 

ãmbiguous between verb and 
noun 
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23. ARMPIT 
Defaka    *ɜtõŋõlḭ̃ > 
NK ápá tíe   *tõõlḭ̃>tõlḭ̃ 

>tõnĩ 
BD    KKB*tõŋõlḭ̃> 
Ịb anị tínĩ ́bíé tinĩ toni >teni>tinĩ ́  
Kalab arị tónṹ ɓí↓ó, tonu ɓí↓ó tonũ toni >tonu  
BL     
KI teni ↓ɓíé tenĩ toni >teni  
NE tẽndeɓa ɓió tẽde- atẽde> tẽde NA: *atõŋõlḭ̃ > 

atẽŋẽlḭ̃ > 
atẽẽlḛ̃>atẽlḛ̃>a
tẽde 

AK atɛndɛgɛ ɓíe atɛd̃ɛ- atẽde>atɛd̃ɛ l>̰[-lat, -
nas]=d 

BU apélíɓá    
OP apélímɔ̃ ́bólóú    
OY atẽleba atẽle atẽŋẽlḛ̃> 

atẽŋẽle>atẽẽle
>atẽle- 

ɪz: *atõŋõlḭ̃ 
>atẽŋẽlḛ̃ ? 

ET apɛĺɛḿɔ̃ ́ɓólóú    
EO atẽĩ́b́á bólou atẽĩ-  atẽŋẽlḭ̃>atẽŋĩ 

>atẽĩ- 
BA atẽŋ́élé (bólóúbú) atẽŋele atẽŋẽlḛ̃> 

atẽŋẽle> 
 

KL atẽŋ́íbá atẽŋĩ  atẽŋẽlḭ̃>atẽŋĩ- 
AP atẽẽ́ĺé bólóú atẽẽle  atẽŋẽlḭ̃ > 

atẽẽlḛ̃ 
ID apele (-ḿɔt̃ú    
OG apele túɣú    
GM bɪrá apele, apele 

bulóúbu 
   

EG atɪã̃ bulobu    
WO atɪã̃ búlobu    
FU bɪra dʊńʊ̃ ́    
AR atɪɛ̃ ̃bilebu    
OB atele bilebu atele  atẽẽle>atẽle-> 

atele 
OT bɪrá atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ, atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ túú atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ ̃  atõŋõlḭ̃> 

atɔŋ̃ɔl̃ḭ̃> 
atɔŋ̃ɔl̃ɔ ̃? > 
atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ̰>̃atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ 

OE atɔ̰ĺɔ ́búlóú atɔl̃ɔ  >atɔl̃ɔ 
ME atɔ̃ĺɔ ́búlóú atɔl̃ɔ   
KU atãĺá búlóú atãla  atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ̰>̃atããlã̰> 

atããla>atãla 
KB atãb́úlú shortened,cf 

KU, WT 
  

WT atánã ́bulú atanã  atɔɔ̃l̃ɔ̰>̃atããlã̰> 
atãlã̰>atãnã  
>[-lat] 
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ON atámãńã ́bólóú    
IK apɛŕɛḿɔ̃/́apɛĺɛḿɔ̃ ́

ɓólóú 
   

EK otónṹ búlóú otonũ  atõŋõlḭ̃>otõŋõlḭ̃
>otõõlḭ̃> 
otõõnũ 
>otonũ 

KO atánɪ ̃ ́bólóú atanɪ ̃  atõŋõlḭ̃ 
>atãŋãlḭ̃ 
>atããlḭ̃>atãlḭ̃
>atãnĩ>atãnɪ ̃

GB otómbóló shortened, cf 
EK 

  

OR tɛńɛ̃ ́ɓéle tɛnɛ ̃  tõŋõlḭ̃>tẽŋẽlḭ̃ 
>tẽẽlḛ̃?> 
tɛɛ̃l̃ɛ̰>̃tɛl̃ɛ>̃ 
tɛñɛ ̃

AT ótṍṍló kúrúmɔ otõõlo  *atõŋõlḭ̃ 
>otõŋõlḭ̃> 
otõŋõlõ̰> 
otõõlõ̰> 
otõõlo 

BI éténĩ ́(ɓílée) etenĩ  *atõŋõlḭ̃ > 
etẽŋẽlḭ̃ > 
etẽẽlḭ̃>etẽlḭ̃> 
etẽnĩ 

Notes *ɜtõŋõlḭ̃  cf. SHOULDER  or *ɜtõŋõɗĩ ? 
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ARROW 
Defaka  ɪḱpáḿ J 78 
NK dãã́ ́   
BD    
Ịb anị dɪá́   
Kalab arị ɗέ ̰ɪ ̃ ́   
BL ɗɛɪ̃ ̃́  ́   
KI ɗɛɪ̃ ̃́  ́   
NE  nɪá  
AK  ikpãŋĩni tẽĩ́-́ye =bow shoot-thing 
BU  ibólí gbɪsa =bow stick 
OP  apépí gbísá =bow stick 
OY  apebí gbɪsa =bow stick 
ET  apópú gbísá =bow stick 
EO ʊkpʊ̃ ́   
BA ʊkpɔ̃,́ ʊkpɔʊ̃̃́  ́   
KL ʊkpʊ ̃  (used for fish) 
AP ʊkpɔʊ̃̃́  ́   
ID opumũ gbɪsa  =bow stick’ 
OG ɔkãɪ ̃   
GM apebi gbɪsa  =bow stick’ 
EG dʊnʊ-̃ye   
WO ugbẽĩ ́   
FU ukpɔʊ̃̃ ́   
AR apebi tẽĩ-ye  =bow shoot-thing’ 
OB ɪdáda   
OT idáda  ‘bow-and-arrow’ 
OE  akpɔ̃ ́gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
ME  apébí gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
KU  apóbú gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
KB  apóbú gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
WT  apóbú gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
ON  apóbú gbísá =bow stick’ 
IK  apópú gbísá =bow stick’ 
EK  ĩmbóli gbɪsa =bow stick’ 
KO  ipébú gbásá =bow stick’ 
GB  ipébú gbɪśá =bow stick’ 
OR ɔmʊʊ̃ ̃   
AT ɓárá píóm gbasa   
BI a. gbãmɪ-̃yɛɛ́ 

b. épépé 
c. agɪla 

 a. 
b. by children to fish 
c. for fish 

Notes cf. BOW  a 
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ASHES 
Defaka lárɪ wãã J 66 
NK fɔ̃ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị fɔ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab arị fɔ̃↓́ɔ̃ ́  
BL ɔpɔfɔ̃ ́  
KI fɔ̃↓́ɔ̃ ́  
NE ɓʊrɔ fɔʊ̃ ̃ =hearth ashes’ 
AK bṹũ  
BU ɓʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
OP búrɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
OY bʊrɔ a-fɔʊ̃ ̃ =hearth ashes’ 
ET fɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ ɓʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
EO bʊŕɔ ́á-fɛ̃ʊ́́ ̰ =hearth ashes’ 
BA bʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
KL oburu a-fɛʊ̃ ̃  
AP bʊŕɔ ́ɔf́ɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
ID bʊrɔʊ fɔʊ̃ ̃ =hearth ashes’ 
OG bʊrɔ ifene =hearth ashes’ 
GM bʊra efenie ? =hearth ashes’ 
EG bʊrɔ fɛʊ̃ ̃ =hearth ashes’ 
WO fɛʊ̃,̃ bʊrɔ fɔʊ̃ ̃ =hearth ashes’ 
FU fɛʊ̃ ̃  
AR fɛʊ̃ ̃  
OB bʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
OT fɔʊ̃̃ ́  
OE fɔʊ̃̃ ́  
ME bʊrɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
KU fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
WT fɔɔ̃̃ ́bʊrɔ ́?  
ON fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
IK ɓʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
EK bʊŕɔ ́fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ =hearth ashes’ 
KO fɔ̃ʊ́,̃ fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́bʊŕɔ  
GB fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́bʊrɔʊ  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AT fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI bʊŕɔ ́kpɪɪ̃ ̃ɪ́ ̃/kpoɲɛ̂ ̰  
Notes Cf. GUNPOWDER  
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ASK (V.T.) 
Defaka bie 

a. gbilia  
b. mũndu 

S 
a. (question) 
b. (request)   
J 314 
 

NK gbú↓lá/gbí↓lá  
BD a. bi 

b. bifi 
a. say 
b. say, speak 

Ịb anị a. gbí↓lá 
b. bií 

a. (question) 
b. (ask, greet) 

Kalab arị a. gbó↓lá 
b. ɓi 

a. (question) 
b. (request) 

BL a. gbó↓lá 
b. ɓií 

a. (question) 
b. (request) 

KI a. gbé↓lá 
b. ɓií 

a. (ask) 
b. (ask, 
investigate) 

NE a. gbelé 
b. ɓí 

a. dic: enquire b. 
(general) 

AK gba, ɓíi  
BU ɓí  
OP bí  
OY bií  
ET ɓií  
EO bíí  
BA bí  
KL bii  
AP bíí  
ID bii  
OG bii  
GM bii  
EG bii  
WO bii  
FU bii  
AR bi  
OB bii  
OT bií  
OE bii  
ME bi  
KU bi  
KB bii  
WT bi  
ON bi  
IK ɓií  
EK bií  
KO bií  
GB bií  
OR ɓi  
AT bii  
BI bi  
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Notes *ɓii 1 
EI *gbelɜ 3  (question) 
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AXE 
Defaka ngi 

iŋgi 
J 74 
S 

NK kũmbu  
BD   
Ịb anị a. kũmbu 

b. pɛm̃bɛ 
 
b. small axe 

Kalab arị kũmbu  
BL dúmówá, kúmbú check tone 
KI apalá  
NE a. kũmbú 

b. fɪnɪ ̃ ́pu-wei 
 
b. firewood split-
thing 

AK apála  
BU ogṍṹ  
OP ogṍṹ  
OY ogõṹ  
ET ogõṹ  
EO ogṍṹ  
BA ogṍṹ  
KL ogṍṹ  
AP ogṍṹ  
ID a. apalá 

b. ogõũ 
c. fɪnɪ ̃pú-ye 

 
c. firewood split-
thing 

OG ogõũ  
GM ogõũ  
EG ogũ  
WO ogũ  
FU oguũ  
AR ogũ  
OB ogõũ  
OT ogõũ  
OE ogõũ  
ME ogõũ  
KU tõũ-gɛĺɛ, ogõũ  
KB ogõũ  
WT ogõũ  
ON ogõũ  
IK ogõṹ  
EK ogoú  
KO ogoú  
GB ogoú, ákɪśɪ  
OR kuũ  
AT árʊ ́kárɪɪ́ =canoe carve-

thing’ 
BI a. gbogbogúẽĩ́ ́

b. árʊ ́kɪŕá-yê 
a. larger 
b. =canoe carve-
thing’ 

Notes *kũɓu 1 
*apala 4 

older, cf. OR 
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BABY 
Defaka   
NK tɔkú  
BD   
Ịb anị kálá tʊwɔ  
Kalab arị kálá tʊɓɔ  
BL   
KI kálá tɔkʊ  
NE ɪwɔ tɔǵʊ  
AK awɔɔ́, kala awɔɔ́  
BU kálá tʊɓ́ɔʊ, ayá tʊɓ́ɔʊ́ ́  
OP ayá túbɔú́  
OY ayá zií tɔbɔʊ  
ET ayá tuɓɔú  
EO ayá tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
BA kálá tɔb́ɔʊ́,́ azá tɔb́ɔʊ́?́  
KL tɔb́ɔʊ́  
AP kálá tɔb́ɔʊ  
ID tʊbɔ, aya tʊb́ɔ  
OG kala tɔb́ɔʊ  
GM kala tɔb́ɔ  
EG tɔbɔʊ  
WO kala tɔb́ɔʊ  
FU kala tɔb́ɔʊ  
AR aja zi tɔb́ɔ, igɛtɛ tɔb́ɔ  
OB aya zii tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT kala tʊb́ɔʊ  
OE ayá tʊbɔʊ  
ME ayá tʊbɔʊ  
KU bɪrá emi tʊbɔ, ayá pɪdɪ  
KB a. ayá zii tʊbɔ 

b. kɪĺá tʊbɔ 
c. ayá pɪdɛ 

a.=new-
born child 
b. ‘infant’ 
c. ‘new-
born’ 

WT ayá pɪtɪ ́  
ON kálá tɔbɔu, yayáa  
IK kálá tuɓɔú  
EK ayá zii tʊbɔʊ ́  
KO ayá zii tɔbɔʊ́ ́  
GB ayá zii tʊbɔʊ́ ́  
OR áyɪga  
AT ámɔ, áyá/kálá tɔɓ́ɔ  
BI (ɓayá) tʊɓɔ  
Notes   
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BACK 
Defaka obo  

okpo 
S  
J 17 

NK okpo see BEHIND 
BD   
Ịb anị ɔɓʊ(-kú) kuku in dic. 
Kalab arị ɔɓukú↓ló ?  
BL obukuló vowels? impl? 
KI kokuú  
NE ɔbʊ ́  
AK ɔbɔ ́  
BU ɔbʊ ́  
OP ɔbɔ,́ ɔbɔ ́↓bírí  
OY abʊ ́biri  
ET abɔɔ ́  
EO ɔbʊ,́ ɔbʊ bíri  
BA ɔbʊ ́bírí  
KL ɔbʊ̃,́ ɔbʊḿbíri  
AP ɔbɔ-́bírí  
ID ɔbɔ-́bírí, ɔbʊ  
OG obobíri assimilated 
GM obibirí assimilated 
EG obibilí assimilated 
WO obubírí assimilated 
FU obibirí assimilated 
AR obibirĩ ́ assimilated nas? 
OB abebirí assimilated 
OT abobírí assimilated 
OE abebiri assimilated 
ME abʊ(-birĩ̃  
KU kúsú  
KB kúsú  
WT konu  
ON abɔ  
IK konṹ  
EK konṹ  
KO konṹ  
GB konṹ  
OR ɔbʊ  
AT abʊbʊʊ́, abʊ 

abʊbʊ-́biri 
 

BI abukúu assimilated 
Notes *ɔbʊ 

**ɔbʊ 
cf. BEHIND 
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BAD, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka sei J 256 
NK sie  
BD sei ‘spoil(t), ugly’ 
Ịb anị si sii ? 
Kalab arị si  
BL sii  
KI sií  
NE seí  
AK héi  
BU séí  
OP séí  
OY seí  
ET seí  
EO séí  
BA séí  
KL sei  
AP séí  
ID sei  
OG sei  
GM sei  
EG sei  
WO sei  
FU sei  
AR sei  
OB sei  
OT sei  
OE sei  
ME sei  
KU sei  
KB sei  
WT sei  
ON sei  
IK seí  
EK seí  
KO seí  
GB seí  
OR sei  
AT sei, ebi-yá =not good’ 
BI see  
Notes *sei 1 

**sei 
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BAG 
Defaka akpa J 82 
NK akpa  
BD   
Ịb anị akpa  
Kalab arị akpa  
BL akpa  
KI akpaá  
NE akpá  
AK akpáa  
BU akpá  
OP akpá  
OY akpá  
ET akpaá  
EO akpá  
BA akpá  
KL akpá  
AP akpá  
ID akpa  
OG akpa  
GM akpo  
EG akpa  
WO akpo  
FU akpo, akpa  
AR akpo  
OB akpo  
OT akpa  
OE akpa  
ME akpa  
KU akpa  
KB akpa  
WT akpa  
ON akpa  
IK akpaá  
EK akpaá  
KO akpaá  
GB akpaá  
OR akpa  
AT akpã  
BI akpã  
Notes *akpã 1 Cf. Igbo àkpà 
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BALE OUT 
Defaka   
NK ów̃õ ́ĩ ́ contrast BITE? 
BD   
Ịb anị ów̃ĩ ́  
Kalab arị ów̃ĩ ́  
BL   
KI ów̃ẽĩ́/́ów̃õ ́ĩ ́  
NE a. ow̃õĩ 

b. fó 
 

AK ow̃ẽĩ/ow̃õĩ  
BU ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
OP ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
OY ow̃ẽĩ foĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
EO ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
BA ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KL ow̃õĩ  
AP ow̃õ ́ĩ ́  
ID ow̃ẽĩ  
OG ow̃ẽĩ  
GM ow̃ẽĩ  
EG owĩ  
WO owĩ  
FU owĩ  
AR ow̃ẽĩ  
OB ow̃ẽĩ  
OT ow̃ẽĩ  
OE ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
ME ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KU ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KB ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
WT ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
ON ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
IK ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
EK beni sĩĩ ́  
KO sĩĩ,́ beni sĩĩ ́  
GB sĩĩ ́  
OR ów̃ẽĩ́ ́  
AT éw̃ẽĩ́ ́  
BI sĩ, minĩ ́sĩĩ́  
Notes *ow̃ẽĩ 2  
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 “BAMBOO”: PITH OF “BAMBOO” (N.) 
Defaka   
NK okɔkɔ-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị agbʊgba  
Kalab arị abaji okpóro  
BL   
KI   
NE mɔm̃bɔ:́ 

pĩndá 
 

AK mɔ̃ḿbɔ: 
pínde 

 

BU ɓʊḿɔ̃,́ abádɪ ́
ipiri 

 

OP   
OY akpɔɔrɔ  
ET   
EO ubómó  
BA ɔkpɔɔ́ŕɔ ́  
KL otó [check]: 

pínẽ ́
 

AP ɔkpɔɔ́ŕɔ:́ pínẽ ́  
ID ɔkpɔɔrɔ: pinẽ ́  
OG ɔkpɔɣɔrɔ  
GM ɔkpɔɔrɔ  
EG a. bɔmɔʊ̃ ̃

b. agbadáɪ 
a. from raphia palm 
b. used for flooring 

WO bʊmɔʊ̃ ̃ whole 
FU bʊmɔʊ̃ ̃  
AR okpékpe  
OB ɔkpɔɔ́ŕɔ ́  
OT a. akpɔɔrɔ 

b. pinɛ̃ ́
c. bɪlaɪ 

a. small 
b. inside 
c. outer part 

OE a. ezɛ̃ ́
 
 
b. pinẽ ́
c. bomṹ 

a. bãmboo from 
bãmboo palm 
b. soft pith 
c. hard pith 

ME a. akpɔɔ́ŕɔ ́
b. pinẽ ́ 

a. midrib of raphia 
palm 

KU bɪla-ye  
KB bʊmɔʊ̃ ̃  
WT   
ON   
IK ɓɪlaɪ:́ opúóló  
EK bʊmɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KO ɔkpɔŕɔ,́ 

bʊmɔʊ̃̃ ́
 

GB bʊmɔʊ̃̃ ́  
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OR ɓʊmɔ, 
igologolo 

 

AT ɪkpɔʊ,́ ɪkara  
BI ɪmʊm̃ɛ̃ɛ́  
Notes ɓʊɓ̃ɔʊ ? 1 Refers to midrib of 

palm frond. 
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BAMBOO, INDIAN 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE ɪkɪŕáɪ ́  
ME ɪkɪŕáɪ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO igbõ ɪkɪraɪ =Northern reed 
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
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BANANA 
Defaka ɔbɔbɔnɔ ̃ J 47 
NK obubɔni  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɪa ɪy ̰ãʊ̃,́ bíinã ́ɪy ̰ãʊ ̃ =ripe plantain 
Kalab arị pó↓ó fɪ ́ mbánã, *  
BL íjú ẽĩ bɪ↓́nã ́  
KI ínere cf. Igbo 
NE ídu, osokosóko /osokpo, *  
AK ɓiyai idúu, *  
BU ɓéke abãŋã) =European plantain 
OP a. oyṍpó 

b. béké 
 
b. European 

OY beké beribo/abãã =European plantain 
ET oyõũbó  
EO béké =European 
BA béké (abãŋã)) =European (plantain) 
KL a. ɔfɔĺɪ ́fiye 

b. béké abãŋã) 
c. banãńã 

a. by elders 
b.=European plantain 
c. by youngsters 

AP béké abãŋã =European plantain 
ID ɔgɛdɛ óyibó = plantain European 
OG õy ̰ĩbó =European 
GM ɔgɛdɛɪbó shortened 
EG õy ̰ĩbó =European 
WO oyibo =European 
FU a. beké 

b. pɪnã beíba 
a. =European 
b.=ripe plantain 

AR ɔgɛdɛkú plantain+? 
OB õ ́y ̰ĩbó =European 
OT õ ́y ̰ĩbó =European 
OE õ ́y ̰ĩbó =European 
ME õ ́y ̰ĩbó =European 
KU óyibó =European 
KB óiboó, óyibó =European 
WT óyibó =European 
ON oyõũbó =European 
IK oyõũbó =European 
EK oyibó =European 
KO oyobá =European 
GB oyibó =European 
OR isókpó  
AT élée cf. Igboid 
BI ílée cf. Igboid 
Notes Cf. Hausa ayaba ?< Nupe yaba (Skinner 

1981) 
oyibo is Yoruba for ‘European’. Folk ety. 
from ayaba?? 
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BARGAIN, "PRICE" (V.T.) 
Defaka   
PI *tuɓo  
NK túɓó  
BD   
Ịb anị túwó  
Kalab a
rị 

túɓó, minĩńi  

BL   
KI túɓó  
NE tuɓo  
AK tuɓo  
BU túɓó  
OP túɓó ?  
OY tubo  
ET túɓó  
EO túbó  
BA túbó  
KL túbó  
AP túbó  
ID tubo  
OG tubo  
GM   
EG tubo  
WO tubo  
FU tubo  
AR tubo  
OB tubo  
OT tubo  
OE tubó  
ME tubó  
KU túbó  
KB túbó  
WT tubó  
ON túbó  
IK túɓó  
EK túbó  
KO túbó  
GB túbó  
OR túɓo  
AT túɓó  
BI (fɔ)́ túɓó =(market) 

bargain 
Notes: 
 



50 

BARK (OF TREE) 
Defaka tĩĩ́ ɓɔɔ =tree +? J 58 
NK tĩ ́ókpo =tree +? 
BD ápárá ‘skin, bark, shell’ 
Ịb anị sɪ ́ójú ápara =tree-body-

covering 
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́ápɪŕa/ápára =tree-covering 

BL sɪ ̃ ́ápɪŕa =tree-covering 
KI cɪ ̃ ́ápʊŕa =tree-covering 
NE tɪ ̃ɔpɪnã ́ =tree-covering 
AK tɛ ̃ɔpurã̃ =tree-covering 
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́ɔṕúrã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
OY tɪ ̃apʊrã̃ =tree-covering 
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́ápúrã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
EO tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
BA tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕɪŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
KL (tɪ)̃ ɔpʊrã̃ =(tree)-covering 
AP tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
ID tɪ ̃ɔpɪrã̃ɪ ̃ =tree-covering 
OG tɪ ̃ɔpɪrã̃ɪ ̃ =tree-covering 
GM tɪ ̃ɔpɪrã̃ɪ ̃ =tree-covering 
EG ɔpʊrã̃, ɔpʊmã  
WO ɔpɪrã̃  
FU tɪ ̃ópurã̃ o/ɔ? =tree-covering
AR tɪ ̃ɔpɪrã̃ =tree-covering 
OB tɪ ̃ɔpɪrã̃ɪ ̃ =tree-covering 
OT (tɪ)̃ apɪrã̃ɪ ̃ =(tree)-covering 
OE tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́ápɪŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
ME tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́ápɪŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
KU tɪ ̃ ́ápɪŕá =tree-covering 
KB tɪ ̃ ́ápɪŕá =tree-covering 
WT tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́ápɪŕá =tree-covering 
ON tɛ̃ ́ápúrã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
IK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ápʊŕã̃ ́ =tree-covering 
EK tɪ ̃ ́ápʊŕáʊ ́ =tree-covering 
KO tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕʊŕá/ápʊŕa =tree-covering 
GB tɪ ̃ ́ápʊŕáʊ ́ =tree-covering 
OR tɪɪ́ ́ɔṕara =tree-covering 
AT sɪ ́ápáráa =tree-covering 
BI sɪ ́ápára =tree-covering 
Notes *tɛɪ̃ ̃ɔpãrã̃(ʊ)̃ ? 

tree-covering 
Cf. SKIN 
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BARRACUDA, Sphyraena barracuda 
Defaka   
 *ɗɔrɔʊ  
NK dɔŕɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊŕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗɔŕɔ/́ɗʊŕɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗɔŕɔ ́  
NE ɗɔrɔ, ogboro-

kílo, * 
 

AK ɗɔrɔ  
BU ɗɔŕɔ ́  
OP dɔŕɔ ́  
OY dɔrɔʊ  
ET   
EO dɔrɔ  
BA dɔŕɔʊ́ ́  
KL dɔŕɔ ́  
AP dɔŕɔʊ́ ́  
ID dɔrɔ  
OG dɔrɔ  
GM dɔrɔ  
EG dɔrɔ  
WO dɔrɔ  
FU   
AR   
OB dɔrɔ  
OT dɔrɔʊ  
OE dɔrɔʊ́ ́  
ME dɔrɔʊ́ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dɔŕɔ ́  
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
 
Notes: Saltwater fish, not known in some freshwater areas. 
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BASKET (GENERAL + ROUND BASE, OPEN, HANDLES) 
Defaka lúá J 81 check type 
NK kanã general? 
BD   
Ịb anị nkanã also kanã? general? 
Kalab a
rị 

kanã general? 

BL kanã general? 
KI kanãã ́ general? 
NE kanã ́ general? 
AK kánã general? 
BU kánã ́ general 
OP kánã ́ general? 
OY kanã ́ general? 
ET kanãã ́ general? 
EO kanã round base, open, handles 
BA ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ * general? no kanã? 
KL kánã ́ general? 
AP ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ʊkpɔt́ʊ general? no kanã? 
ID kanã general? 
OG ɛkpɛŕɛ: ɔjʊ,́ ɪkpɔdʊ, * general? no kanã? 
GM ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ general? 
EG kanã general? 
WO kanã to store fish at riverside 
FU ɛkpɛrɛ,́ abo general? no kanã? 
AR kanã general? 
OB ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ general? no kanã? 
OT akpɛŕɛ ́ round no kanã? 
OE akpɛrɛ general? no kanã? 
ME kanã general? 
KU kanã general? 
KB eketeé, adoó, gɪd́ɛ ́ general? no kanã? 
WT kanã general? 
ON kanã general? 
IK kanãã ́ general? 
EK kanã ́ general? 
KO kanã ́ round base 
GB kanã ́ round base? 
OR kanã general? 
AT kanã general? 
BI kɪnã general? 
Notes   
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BASKET (ROUND, COVERED) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ópólí  
Kalab a
rị 

ópólí  

BL   
KI ópólí  
NE ɛkɛĺʊ/ɛkɛĺɪ small ?covered 
AK ikébila/ikébula type? 
BU gɪd́ɛ ́ roundish base, covered, to store dried fish 

(NOT a type of kana) 
OP nẽḿbé kánã ́ ??type? 
OY akpɛrɛ,́ akɛrɛ ́ type?? 
ET ʊsɔrʊʊ ́ type?? 
EO ʊkpɔt́ʊ ́ roundish base, covered, to store dried fish 
BA ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ * type?? 
KL a. ʊkpɔt́ʊ ́ 

b. opoli 
a. smaller 
b. bigger 

AP ʊkpɔt́ʊ/ʊkpɔd́ʊ  
ID ɔkpɔdʊ  
OG ɪkpɔdʊ  
GM ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ ??type? 
EG ɛkpɛrɛ,́ ɛkɛrɛɣɛ, kanã,azɔ/ajɔ,* ??type? 
WO   
FU ɛkpɛrɛ,́ abo type? 
AR ɛkpɛrɛ,́ kanã, akurukú type? 
OB ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ type? 
OT   
OE akpɛrɛ type? 
ME akpɛrɛ, adó, gɪdɛ ́ type? 
KU kanã, adó, okpómṹ, * type? 
KB eketeé, adoó, gɪd́ɛ ́ type? 
WT kanã, adó, abɔ ́ type? 
ON kanã, débé kánã,́ adʊ,́ * type? 
IK kanãã,́ ɗéɓé kánã,́ adoó, * type? 
EK kanã,́ okpómũ type? 
KO a. gɪd́ɛ ́ 

b. okpómũ 
a. round, with lid attached on strings, to 
store fish/meat 
b. type?? 

GB okpómũ, gɪd́ɛ ́ type? 
OR apakánã, okoto, * type? 
AT adó, ekete, zu-yi, * type? 
BI ado, akɪrɪkɪrɪ, * type? 
Notes KL ɛkɛĺɪ EG (azɔ includes pãã), 

akokobi'(crayfish) 
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BASKET (NO FLAT BASE) 
Defaka  ? 
NK kanã ? 
BD   
Ịb anị nkanã, ópólí ? 
Kalab a
rị 

kanã: ópólí, agbanɪ, ípe ? 

BL  ? 
KI kanãã,́ ópólí, gúrú, * ? 
NE kanã,́ ɛkɛĺʊ/ɛkɛĺɪ ? 
AK ikébila/ikébula, kánã, * ? 
BU kánã,́ béké kanã, gɪd́ɛ ́ ? 
OP kánã,́ nẽḿbé kánã,́ adʊ,́ * ? 
OY kanã,́ akpɛrɛ,́ akɛrɛ ́ ? 
ET kanãã,́ ʊsɔrʊʊ ́ ? 
EO ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ * ? 
BA ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ * ? 
KL ɛkpɛŕɛ(́kalá/opú),ɛkɛrɛ,kánã ́ ? 
AP ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ʊkpɔt́ʊ ? 
ID ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ kanã, ɔkpɔdʊ, * ? 
OG ɛkpɛŕɛ: ɔjʊ,́ ɪkpɔdʊ, * ? 
GM ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ ? 
EG ɛkpɛrɛ,́ ɛkɛrɛɣɛ, kanã,azɔ/ajɔ,* ? 
WO  ? 
FU ɛkpɛrɛ,́ abo ? 
AR ɛkpɛrɛ,́ kanã, akurukú ? 
OB ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ ? 
OT  ? 
OE akpɛrɛ ? 
ME adó ? 
KU ado  
KB adoó  
WT adó  
ON adʊ,́ * check sp. 
IK adoó  
EK kanã,́ okpómũ ? 
KO adoó  
GB kanã,́ okpómũ, gɪd́ɛ ́ ? 
OR apakánã, okoto, * ? 
AT adó  
BI ado  
Notes   
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BASKET (OPEN, ROUND) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

agbanɪ, ípe ?? 

BL   
KI gúrú, * ?? 
NE ɛkɛĺʊ/ɛkɛĺɪ ?? 
AK ikébila/ikébula, ?? 
BU ɗáɪ ́yé kánã ́ round, open, 

holds fish-hooks 
on line 

OP   
OY akpɛrɛ ́ round, open, no 

handles T? 
ET ʊsɔrʊʊ ́ ?? 
EO ɛkpɛŕɛ ́ round, open, no 

handles T? 
BA ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
KL ɛkpɛŕɛ ́

(kalá/opú) 
 

AP ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
ID ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
OG ɛkpɛŕɛ  
GM ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
EG ɛkpɛrɛ ́  
WO   
FU ɛkpɛrɛ ́  
AR ɛkpɛrɛ ́  
OB ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
OT   
OE akpɛrɛ  
ME akpɛrɛ  
KU okpómṹ, * ?? 
KB eketeé, ?? 
WT abɔ ́ ?? 
ON débé kánã,́ ?? 
IK ɗéɓé kánã,́ ?? 
EK okpómũ ?? 
KO okpómũ ?? 
GB okpómũ, ?? 
OR apakánã, okoto, * ?? 
AT ekete, zu-yi, * ?? 
BI akɪrɪkɪrɪ, *  
Notes KL ɛkɛĺɪ EG akokobi'(crayfish) ?? 
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BASKET (FISHING-) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI ɛkɛrɛ  
NE ɛkɛrɛ ́  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY akɛrɛ ́  
ET   
EO ɛkɛŕɛ ́  
BA ɛkɛŕɛ ́  
KL ɛkɛrɛ  
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG ɛkɛrɛɣɛ  
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME akɛrɛ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO ɛkɛrɛ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
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BASKET (AS ORIGINALLY TYPED) 
Defaka   
NK kanã  
BD   
Ịb anị nkanã, ópólí  
Kalab a
rị 

kanã: ópólí, agbanɪ, ípe  

BL   
KI kanãã,́ ópólí, gúrú, *  
NE kanã,́ ɛkɛĺʊ/ɛkɛĺɪ  
AK ikébila/ikébula, kánã, *  
BU kánã,́ béké kanã, gɪd́ɛ ́  
OP kánã,́ nẽḿbé kánã,́ adʊ,́ *  
OY kanã,́ akpɛrɛ,́ akɛrɛ ́  
ET kanãã,́ ʊsɔrʊʊ ́  
EO ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ * luu ‘fresh fish 

store’ 
BA ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ɛkɛŕɛ,́ *  
KL ɛkpɛŕɛ(́kalá/opú),ɛkɛrɛ,kánã ́  
AP ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ adó, ʊkpɔt́ʊ  
ID ɛkpɛŕɛ,́ kanã, ɔkpɔdʊ, *  
OG ɛkpɛŕɛ: ɔjʊ,́ ɪkpɔdʊ, *  
GM ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
EG ɛkpɛrɛ,́ ɛkɛrɛɣɛ, kanã,azɔ/ajɔ,*  
WO   
FU ɛkpɛrɛ,́ abo  
AR ɛkpɛrɛ,́ kanã, akurukú  
OB ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
OT   
OE akpɛrɛ  
ME akpɛrɛ, adó, gɪdɛ ́  
KU kanã, adó, okpómṹ, *  
KB eketeé, adoó, gɪd́ɛ ́  
WT kanã, adó, abɔ ́  
ON kanã, débé kánã,́ adʊ,́ *  
IK kanãã,́ ɗéɓé kánã,́ adoó, *  
EK kanã,́ okpómũ  
KO kanã,́ adoó, okpómũ, gɪd́ɛ ́  
GB kanã,́ okpómũ, gɪd́ɛ ́  
OR kanã: apakánã, okoto, *  
AT kanã: adó, ekete, zu-yi, *  
BI kɪnã: ado, akɪrɪkɪrɪ, *  
Notes KL ʊkpɔt́ʊ ́ (covered), opoli(covered, bigger), 

ɛkɛĺɪ EG (azɔ includes pãã), akokobi'(crayfish) 
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FRUIT-BAT 
Defaka peku J 173 
   
NK pooku  
BD   
Ịb anị puu  
Kalab a
rị 

poku  

BL poki  
KI pokuú  
NE pogí  
AK pógi  
BU pógí  
OP pógí  
OY pogí  
ET pogií  
EO póɣí  
BA póɣi  
KL pógí  
AP pógí Gb péú 
ID pegí/pekí  
OG pegí/pekí  
GM poí  
EG poí  
WO adã,́ pɛkɛ Cf. Yoruba (also 

Its?) adã ́ ‘fruit-
bat’ 

FU poí/poɣí  
AR poɣí  
OB poí  
OT kɔ ̃pei  
OE poi, kɔ ̃póí  
ME pei/pegi/poi  
KU pegi  
KB apegií, apedi  
WT pegi  
ON pegi  
IK pegí  
EK pogí  
KO pegí  
GB pegí  
OR pṍĩ  
AT égue, ɪgbãɪg̃báta  
BI ávʊv́ɔ ́ comes in house ?
Notes *peekũ 

**pekũ ? 
Normally refers 
to fruit-bat. 
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BAT 2 (FRUIT-BAT, CALLING) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE ɔkɔlɔkɔ pogi large, cries 

throughout night 
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY kɔɪ̃ ̃́  ́ cries in night 
ET   
EO kɔɪ̃ ̃́  ́ cries in night 
BA   
KL kɔɪ̃ ̃́  ́ large, eats 

mangoes 
AP kɔɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG kɔɪ̃ ̃ makes noise 
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Probably the Hammer-headed Fruit-bat (Hypsignathus monstrosus). Cf. Happold (1987:43)   
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BAT 3 (INSECT-EATING) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE oru pogi =gods’ bat; 

small 
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY kɛpɛ small 
ET   
EO kɛpɛ small 
BA   
KL   
AP kɛpɛ Gb small 
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG kɛbɛ hangs head 

down 
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK órú pégí =gods’ bat; 

small 
EK   
KO órú pégí =gods’ bat; 

small 
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI ávʊv́ɔ ́ comes in house 
Notes Small types of bat, seen in 

houses 
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BEANS 
      
Defaka akídi    J 43 (retranscribed) 
      
NK akídi     
BD      
Ịb anị akɪd́ɪ     
Kalab arị akɪd́ɪ     
BL ákede     
KI akɪd́ɪ agʊá    
NE    ɛgʊw̃ɛɪ̃ ̃ cf. BLR kunde ? (FS) 
AK   izagu   
BU   ɪzáʊ ́   
OP   izáí   
OY   ʊzaʊ   
ET   izáí   
EO   ʊzáʊ ́   
BA   ɪzáʊ/́ʊzáú   
KL   ʊzáʊ,́ bí↓n s 

(children) 
  

AP   ʊzáʊ ́   
ID   ɔzaʊ ́   
OG   ɪzaʊ   
GM akɪd́ɪ     
EG    ɪḱpakpála¹ 

ɪśɛrɛḿʊ²̃ 
¹<Itsekiri ikpakpalɔ (large, brown) 
²<Itsekiri isɛm̃i (small) 

WO    ɛwa¹ 
sɛrɛḿɛ² 

¹<Itsekiri ɛwà 
²<Itsekiri isɛm̃i (old) 

FU    é↓ré <Yoruba ērèē 
AR    ére <Yoruba ērèē 
OB   izaʊ   
OT   ɪzaʊ² ewa¹ [ɛ?] 

 
¹bigger 
²smaller 

OE   ʊzáʊ ́   
ME   ɛzáɪ/́ɔzáʊ ́   
KU  agʊa  ɛwa <Itsekiri ɛwà 
KB  agʊá    
WT  agʊa    
ON   izáí   
IK  agʊá    
EK  agʊá    
KO  agʊá ɪyáʊ ́   
GB  agʊá    
OR akɪd́ɪ   bins¹ ¹<English beans 
AT    bínĩśi <English beans 
BI  ɪgʊa    
Notes <Igbo 

àkɪd́ɪ  
< Igbo 
àgwà 

cf. YAM-BEAN  BEANS=COWPEA Vigna 
unguiculata 
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BEAR (FRUIT) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE bẽĩ  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME bẽĩ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO bẽĩ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



63 

BEAR, GIVE BIRTH 
Defaka ezé J 270 
NK iji  
BD   
Ịb anị yií  
Kalab a
rị 

iyí  

BL èì  
KI yií  
NE dí  
AK díi  
BU zí  
OP zí ?  
OY   
ET zií  
EO zí ?  
BA zí ?  
KL zíí  
AP zíí  
ID zii  
OG zii  
GM zii  
EG zii/jii  
WO zii  
FU jii  
AR zi  
OB zii  
OT zii  
OE zii  
ME zi  
KU zi ?  
KB zii  
WT zi ?  
ON zi ?  
IK zií  
EK zií  
KO zií  
GB zií  
OR yii  
AT zi ? 
BI pɪśɛ ́  
Notes *jii 1 

**ejii ? 
Cf. Bisa 
(Naden) yi 
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BEARD 
Defaka ɛfɛrʊ J 11 
NK afɛru  
BD apori ‘beard’ 
Ịb anị ɛwɛlɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿpɔŕɪ ́  

BL ɛwɛlɛ  
KI ɔgʊrɛ/́ɔgʊrɛ  
NE ɛwɛlʊ/́ɛwɛlɪ,́ ɓɪɓɪ 

ege-yaɪ 
 

AK ɓɛɓɛ gɛ-yai ?  
BU ikpé-yaɪ 

ɪpɔŕɪ ́
 

OP ikpé-yáɪ ́  
OY ɪpɔrɪ ́  
ET ekpe-yaí  
EO ɪpɔŕɪ ́

kiri-ákpe-yaɪ 
 

BA ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
KL ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
AP ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
ID ɪpɔrɪ i-?  
OG ɪpɔrɪ  
GM ɪpɔrɪ  
EG ipɔrɪ  
WO ipɔrɪ ́  
FU ɪpɔrɪ ́i-?  
AR ɪpɔrɪ ́  
OB ɪpɔrɪ i-?  
OT ɪpɔrɪ  
OE epɔŕɪ ́  
ME ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
KU ɛpɔŕɪ  
KB epɔŕɪ ́  
WT ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
ON ekpé-ipɔri  
IK ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
EK ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
KO ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
GB ɪpɔŕɪ ́  
OR agba ɪṕɔrɪ =jaw beard 
AT támã/́agbã támã =(jaw) body-hair 
BI ɪṕɔĺʊ ́  
Notes *ɪpɔrɪ 2  
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BEAT (DRUM) (V.T.) 
Defaka onunã J 359 
NK minẽ  
BD   
Ịb anị fárɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fárɪ ́  

BL fárɪ ́  
KI fárɪ ́  
NE farɪ  
AK hari  
BU fárɪ ́  
OP   
OY farɪ  
ET   
EO fárɪ ́  
BA   
KL fárɪ ́  
AP fárɪ ́  
ID farɪ  
OG farɪ  
GM farɪ  
EG farɪ  
WO farɪ  
FU farɪ  
AR farɪ  
OB farɪ  
OT farɪ  
OE farɪ ́  
ME farɪ,́ binɛ̃ ́  
KU fárɪ ́  
KB fárɪ ́  
WT farɪ ́  
ON   
IK fárɪ ́  
EK fárɪ ́  
KO fárɪ ́  
GB fárɪ ́  
OR (oze) fárɪ  
AT fárɪ ́  
BI fárɪ ́  
Notes *farɪ 2  
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BEAT (V.T.) 
Defaka pinĩ ́ J 358 
NK ɓákú, (fam) why ()? 
BD baku ‘beat’ 
Ịb anị fomṹ/foḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

foḿ  

BL fómú ̰̰ tone? 
KI fomú ̰̰  
NE famʊ̃,́ lɛ,́ vɔrɔ ́  
AK lɛɛ́  
BU lɛ,́ fámʊ̃ ́  
OP lɛ ́  
OY tití, famʊ,̃ lɛɛ  
ET famũṹ  
EO lɛɛ́,́ fámʊ̃,́ títí  
BA fámʊ̃ ́  
KL fámʊ̃ ́  
AP fámʊ̃ ́  
ID gbou, famʊ,̃ titi  
OG famʊ,̃ titi, gbou  
GM gbou  
EG fanʊ ̃

vʊrɔ 
n/m? 
(human) 

WO a. famʊ ̃
b. lɛɛ ́
c. titi 

a. (lighter) 
b. (heavily) 
c. (knock heavily) 

FU famʊ ̃  
AR famʊ ̃  
OB famʊ,̃ titi  
OT famʊ ̃  
OE tití  
ME vʊrɔ ́

tití 
famʊ ̃

 

KU famʊ ̃  
KB a. famʊ ̃

b. lɛɪ ́
 
b. flog 

WT vʊrɔ ́  
ON famũ  
IK lɛɛ ́  
EK famʊ̃,́ lɛɛ ́  
KO famʊ̃,́ títí  
GB famʊ̃ ́  
OR fãʊ́ ̃  
AT famʊ̃ ́  
BI a. ɓɛ ́

b. f ɔ ̃
a. 
b. flog 

Notes *fɜmũ 1 cf. flog, hit 
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BED 
Defaka   
NK ítãŋ́gá  
BD   
Ịb anị ákãý ̰ɪ ̃ ́

mṹ↓nó-y ̰ɛ ́
ɔgɔńɔ ̃
tãnda 

a. 
b.=sleep thing 
c. 
d. cf. PLATFORM 

Kalab a
rị 

a. mó↓nó-yé 
b. tãnda 

a.=sleep thing 
b. cf. PLATFORM 

BL   
KI mɔ̃↓́nɔ̃-́yé =sleep thing 
NE a. mũnṹ-wei 

b. bɛd́i 
a.=sleep one 
b. <Eng. bed 

AK a. agbáda 
b. mũnu-wói 

a. 
b.=sleep one 

BU a. sɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃ ́yɔ 
b. agbádá 

a.=sleep place 

OP ɔkãĩ́ ́  
OY bɛd́ɪ <Eng. bed 
ET akãĩ ́  
EO sɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃-́ye 

agbádá 
bɛd́ɪ 

a.=sleep thing 
b. 
c.<Eng. bed 

BA agbádá 
bɛd́ 

a. 
b. <Eng. bed 

KL obínẽ ́
ukpé 

a. cf. MAT 

AP leí bʊnʊ-̃ye  
ID ikpo  
OG ɪbɛd́ɪ/bɛd́ɪ 

ikpo 
a. <Eng. bed 

GM tɪ ̃ukpo  
EG ukpe  
WO ukpe  
FU ukpe  
AR ukpe  
OB bɛd́ɪ <Eng. bed 
OT bʊnʊ ̃yɔ ́ =sleep place 
OE agbada  
ME bʊnʊ̃ ́yɔ =sleep place 
KU bʊńʊ̃ ́yɔ =sleep place 
KB a. bʊńʊ̃ ́yɔ 

b. bɛd́ɪ 
a.=sleep place 
b. <Eng. bed 

WT bʊnʊ̃ ́tanã ́ =sleep platform 
ON akãĩ  
IK ɓɔńɔ̃/́sĩy ̰ɛĩ̃ yɔ 

ɓilai bɛdɪ,́* 
=sleep place 
= 

EK bɛd́ɪ <Eng. bed 
KO a. bʊńʊ̃ ́yɔ ́

b. bɛd́ɪ 
a. =sleep place 
b. <Eng. bed 
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GB ɔgbɔńɔ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
OR agbada  
AT ɪḱásɪ  
BI a. bɛd́ɪ 

b. mṹnṹ sṹ-yée 
a. <Eng. bed 
b. =sleep stretch 
thing, ‘mat’ 

Notes   
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BEDBUG 
Defaka   
NK alapãmbá  
BD   
Ịb anị ígú  
Kalab a
rị 

alabãɪb̃ãɪ ̃  

BL   
KI alabamãám  
NE abalamʊ̃ ́  
AK abanãmɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɪkpɪ ́  
OP   
OY tabalá  
ET   
EO tábálá  
BA tábálá  
KL tábálá also ‘tilapia’ 
AP a. bɪdɛ ́uku 

b. umṹbúlú 
a.=cloth louse 

ID tabála  
OG tabala  
GM asíisi  
EG ausá uku =Hausa louse 
WO ausá uku =Hausa louse 
FU gabarí uku =Hausa(?) louse 
AR ausá uku =Hausa louse 
OB tabala  
OT tabala also ‘tilapia’ 
OE aúsá ókú =Hausa louse 
ME bɪdɛ okú =cloth louse 
KU omũmṹlu  
KB ɛkpɛŕɛ ?, 

omũmṹlu ? 
 

WT ɛkpɛrɛɛ,́ 
omũmṹlu 

 

ON   
IK bɪdɛ okuú =cloth louse 
EK cĩ-́cĩ  
KO ɪkpɪrɪ ́  
GB   
OR ɛkpɪrɪ  
AT ɪkpɪlɪ  
BI akpɪrɪ  
Notes   
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BEDROOM 
Defaka   
NK bélébí↓í  
BD   
Ịb anị mṹ↓nó warɪ ɓie =sleep house 

inside 
Kalab a
rị 

kálá ɓí↓ó =small inside 

BL   
KI jukuruú  
NE odugurú  
AK odugúru  
BU a. sɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́ɓolou 

b. zúúrú 
a.=sleep inside 

OP pɛĺɛḿɔ  
OY bʊnʊ̃ ́bolou =sleep inside 
ET   
EO a. sɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃ ́bólou 

b. zúɣúrú 
a.=sleep inside 

BA zúɣúrú  
KL sɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃bólou =sleep inside 
AP zúúrú  
ID bʊnʊ ̃pɛĺɛḿɔ  
OG pɛlɛmɔ  
GM zuuru  
EG zuuru z/j but z better 
WO zuuru  
FU juɣuru/zuuru  
AR zuɣuru  
OB bʊnʊ ̃yɔ ́  
OT okpo  
OE bʊnʊ̃ ́okpo/yo  
ME okpo  
KU okpo  
KB okpo  
WT okpo  
ON   
IK sɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃ɓólou =sleep inside 
EK a. bʊńʊ̃ ́bulou 

b. pɛĺɛḿɔ̃ ́
a.=sleep inside 
b. 

KO bʊńʊ̃ ́bólou =sleep inside 
GB bʊńʊ̃ ́bulou =sleep inside 
OR kálá pɛĺɛ ́ =small ? 
AT kálá/ɓónó wárɪ =small/sleep 

house 
BI mṹnó wárɪɪ́ =sleep house 
Notes *ojukuru 1 Cf. SLEEP n.&v., 

ROOM, HOUSE 
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BEE 
Defaka ɓɛḿ́ J 167 
NK ɓɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

akamã  

BL akamã  
KI akamãá  
NE akámã  
AK akámã  
BU akámã  
OP akámã  
OY akamã ́  
ET kamãá  
EO a. bɛ̃ʊ́̃ ́fũĩ́-́yáɪ ́

b. akámã ́
=honey flies’ 

BA bɛ̃ʊ́̃ ́fṹ-yáɪ ́ =honey flies’ 
KL bɛ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AP bɛ̃ʊ́̃ ́fʊ̃-́yáɪ ́  
ID akámã ́  
OG akámã  
GM akamãɪ ́  
EG a. akamã ́

b. bɛʊ̃ ̃fũ-wei 
a. 
b. =honey fly’ 
(pl.-yaɪ ̃

WO bɛʊ̃ ̃fĩ-yaɪ =honey flies’ 
FU a. akamã ́

b. bɛʊ̃-̃wei 
a. 
b.=honey one 

AR akamã ́  
OB akamã  
OT akámã ́  
OE akamã  
ME akamã  
KU poru 

kʊŕɔ ́sʊɔ́-́yaɪ 
 

KB pórú  
WT akamãá  
ON akamã  
IK akamãá  
EK kamã ́  
KO kamã ́  
GB kamã ́  
OR kamã  
AT bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI b ɔɔ̃̃ ́  
Notes *akamã 4 Cf. HONEY. 
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BEG (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ŋ̰̰gí ?  
BD   
Ịb anị bií, tɛ↓́ɣɛ/́tɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓi  

BL   
KI ɓií, tɛ↓́kɛ ́  
NE ɓí, tɛkɛ,́ iŋgi  
AK tɛḱɛ  
BU tɛḱɛ ́  
OP tɛḱɛ ́  
OY bií, tɛkɛ ́  
ET tɛḱɛ ́  
EO bíí, tɛḱɛ ́  
BA tɛḱɛ ́  
KL a. tɛḱɛ ́

b. bíí 
a. (for pardon) 
b. (request) 

AP tɛḱɛ ́  
ID tɛgɛ/tɛɣɛ  
OG tɛkɛɪ  
GM tɛkɛ  
EG tɛkɛɪ  
WO tɛkɛ  
FU bii  
AR tɛkɛɪ  
OB bii, tɛɣɛ  
OT a. bií 

b. tɛɛ 
 

OE tɛɛ ́  
ME tɛɛ ́  
KU tɪɣ́ɛ ́  
KB tɪɛ́/́tɪɣ́ɛ ́  
WT tɛɪ ́  
ON tɛḱɛ ́  
IK tɛḱɛ ́  
EK tɛḱɛ ́  
KO tɛɛ́ ́  
GB tɛḱɛ ́  
OR a. tɛɪ́ 

b. síséí tɛɪ 
a. 
b.=please beg 

AT tɛɛ́ ́  
BI tɪýɛ ́ also ‘pray’ 
Notes *tɛkɛɪ 3 Cf. ASK, PRAY 
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BEGIN (TO DO) (V.AUX.) 
Defaka   
NK séɣemã ?  
BD   
Ịb anị saɣɪ/́saɪ ́?  
Kalab arị sá↓kɪ ́  
BL   
KI sá↓kɪ ́  
NE koro  
AK koro  
BU kóró (mɪ ̃ɛ́)́ =begin (do) 
OP a. (tárí) kóró 

b. kóró (mĩɛ)̃ 
a.=(first) begin 
b.=begin (do) 

OY koro  
ET kóró (mĩɛ)̃ =begin (do) 
EO kóró (mɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃)́ =begin (do) 
BA kóró  
KL wɔŕɪ mɪɛ̃ ̃  
AP kóró (mɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃)́ =begin (do) 
ID a. koro (mɪɛ̃)̃ 

b. tarɪ kpʊkpɔ 
a.=begin (do) 

OG koro  
GM   
EG bɪra léémɔ =hand +? 
WO a. bɛrɛ 

b. leemɔ 
 

FU koro  
AR koro  
OB koro  
OT koro (mɪɛ̃)̃ =begin (do) 
OE koró (mɪɛ̃)̃ =begin (do) 
ME koró (mɪɛ̃)̃ =begin (do) 
KU bɪrá kuro-mʊ ̃  
KB a. kúró 

b. sérí 
 

WT koró  
ON kóró (mɪɛ̃)̃ =begin do 
IK kóró (mĩɛ̃)́ =begin (do) 
EK kóró  
KO kóró (mɪɛ̃ ̃)́ =begin (do) 
GB kóró  
OR kóró mɪɛ̃ ̃ =begin do 
AT sʊɓ́ʊ ́tʊá́ =head put 
BI a. ɓéenĩ ́

b. bɪgɪńɪ 
c. státɪ 

a. 
b.<Eng. begin 
c.<Eng. start 

Notes * koro 2  
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BEHIND 
Defaka   
NK obudu =backside 
BD   
Ịb anị ɔɓʊ júu =back-side 
Kalab a
rị 

ɔɓʊ jʊ↓́ʊ ́ =back-side 

BL   
KI ɔɓʊ/ɔbʊ júu =back-side 
NE ɔbʊ,́ toŋgú  
AK tẽŋũ ãŋ́a, tugu 

dɔ 
=back-side 
=back-side 

BU tṍṹ ãŋga =back-side 
OP tṍṹ  
OY tõṹ (ãŋga) =back-(sidẽ 
ET tõṹ  
EO tṍṹwãŋ́a = tṍṹ 

ãŋ́a 
=back-side 

BA tṍṹ  
KL tṍṹwãŋ́a =back-side 
AP tṍṹ  
ID tuu, tõũ-mɔ  
OG tõũ/tõŋũ-mɔ  
GM tõũ-mɔ  
EG tõũ-mɔ  
WO tũwã ́  
FU tõũ-mɔ  
AR tuɣu, tũ-mɔ  
OB tõũ-mɔ  
OT tõũ  
OE tõũ  
ME tõũ  
KU tõũ  
KB tõũ  
WT tõũ  
ON tõũ  
IK tõũ ãŋgaá =back-side 
EK tõṹ  
KO tõṹ, tõũ ãŋgá =back-side 
GB tõṹ  
OR ɔbʊ ága =back-side 
AT abága shortened 
BI abʊ  
Notes Cf. BACK, 

OCCIPUT 
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BELIEVE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓeeni  
BD   
Ịb anị minĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

minĩńi  

BL   
KI ɓerenĩ ́  
NE meremṹ  
AK meremṹu  
BU ɓíɓínĩ ́  
OP bíbínĩ ́  
OY bibinĩ ́  
ET ɓiɓinĩí́  
EO bíbínĩ ́  
BA bímĩńĩ ́  
KL bímĩńĩ ́  
AP bíbírĩ ́  
ID bibẽrĩ̃/bibĩrĩ̃  
OG bĩbĩrẽ  
GM gɪda yé tɪ ̃  
EG akɪ kɔ ̃  
WO a. yee 

b. akɪ kɔ̃ ́
 

FU akɪ nã  
AR akɪ nã  
OB bibẽrĩ̃  
OT bibẽrĩ̃  
OE peí  
ME peí, bibẽrĩ̃  
KU péí  
KB bimerĩ̃  
WT biberĩ̃  
ON biberĩ̃  
IK memerĩ ́  
EK gbanãɪ ̃ ́  
KO gbanãɪ ̃ ́  
GB póú  
OR ɓeeni  
AT meme  
BI miminĩ ́  
Notes   
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BELL 
Defaka   
NK ŋ gíríŋ gá  
BD   
Ịb anị gbóḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

ígbémã ́  

BL   
KI gbóḿ  
NE igbemã  
AK igbemɔ  
BU igbómṹ/igbúmṹ  
OP egbémẽ ́?  
OY igbomɔ check 
ET igbémĩ ́  
EO igbómó  
BA igbímã ́  
KL igbímã ́  
AP igbómṹ  
ID gbõũ-gbõũ  
OG igologolo  
GM igologolo  
EG igologolo  
WO agogo cf. Yoruba  
FU igbemã  
AR agogo cf. Yoruba  
OB a.iŋgoloŋgolo 

b. gbõũ-gbõũ 
c. bɛɛĺɪ 

a. 
b. 
c.<Eng. bell 

OT egbõũ  
OE egbómṹ  
ME egbómṹ  
KU ebómṹ b/gb? 
KB ebómṹ  
WT   
ON egbómɔ̃ ́?  
IK egbémĩ ́  
EK igbémã ́  
KO igbémã ́  
GB igbémã ́  
OR ógbṍṹ  
AT ígbémẽ ́  
BI akpṹ  
Notes igbemɜ ̰2  
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\BELLY 
Defaka    ɪtɔ  

/itɔ/ 
J 15 stomach 
S 

NK fúru     
Ịb anị fʊ↓́rɔ ́?     
BD   bolo   
Kalab a
rị 

fú↓ró  ɓʊlɔ¹  ¹archaic 

BL fú↓ró 
fúró ákpákpá 

    

KI   ɓʊlɔɔ ́   
NE furó     
AK  ɓiri    
BU  ɓírí    
OP  bírí    
OY  biri    
ET  ɓírí    
EO  bírí    
BA  bírí    
KL  bírí    
AP  bírí    
ID  biri    
OG  biri    
GM  biri    
EG  biri    
WO  biri    
FU  biri    
AR  biri    
OB  biri    
OT  biri    
OE  biri    
ME  birí¹  ãmbá² ¹belly ²belly, 

bowels 
KU    ãmbá  
KB    ãmbá  
WT    ãmbá  
ON  bírí    
IK  ɓírí    
EK fúróú     
KO fúroú¹   bíri² ¹belly, stomach 

²belly 
GB fúroú     
OR fúró     
AT fúró     
BI    ánɗɛ ́  
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Notes *furou 
P.Manding fùDú 
P.South Mande 
N`-pùlù 
BLR pudʊ 3958 
stomach, belly 
 

(*ɓiri) Ịzọn PNS 
pér/péd 567 
lower side of 
body 
Dogon j-t bɛrɛ 
stomach 
Wolof biir 
AU Mundang 
ɓəŕ 

(*ɓʊlɔ) KaKiBa BI ?P.Manding 
dɛb́ɛ 
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\BESIDE 
Defaka   
NK akpani (ɓie)  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋ gá-sáa  
Kalab a
rị 

akaka ɓí↓ó  

BL   
KI ãŋ́gá-sɪ↓́kɪ ́  
NE ãŋga  
AK ãŋga  
BU kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃/kɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́(ãŋ́gá)  
OP ãŋgá  
OY ãŋgá  
ET kúɔ̃ ́ãŋ́gá  
EO kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃  
BA kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃  
KL kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃  
AP agbáárá  
ID aka  
OG agbaɣara  
GM agbaara  
EG palɪ-mɔ  
WO agbaara 

kɔɔ̃ ̃
 

FU agbaara, aka  
AR a. agbaɣara 

b. gbolu 
 

OB aka  
OT a. nãɪ ̃

b. akabɪra 
c. agbaara 

 

OE agbáárá  
ME akáákʊ ́  
KU aká bɪŕá  
KB aká (bɪŕá)  
WT akáákʊ ́  
ON ãŋgá  
IK kɔ̃ ́ãŋ́gá  
EK ãŋgá ákʊ ́  
KO ãŋgá bárá  
GB ãŋgá  
OR agá kɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT ágã ́  
BI kɔ̃ ́  
Notes ãgã 2  

 
Cf. SIDE 1. 
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BETWEEN 
Defaka   
NK ayeye  
BD   
Ịb anị ogbokúu shortened, cf. Kalab arị 
Kalab arị ogbo kú↓ɓú/kú↓ú  
BL   
KI ogbo(kúũ  
NE ogbó  
AK ogbóo  
BU ogbó  
OP okóló, ovúrú  
OY okoló  
ET okoloó  
EO okóló  
BA okóló  
KL okóló  
AP okóló  
ID a. kɪrɪ ́ituru 

b. ovuru 
 

OG kɪrɪ-kɪŕɪ ituru  
GM kɪrɪ-kɪŕɪ ́oturu  
EG kɪrɪ oturu  
WO oturu  
FU oturu  
AR kɪŕɪ ́biri, (kɪŕɪõturu  
OB a. keré oturu 

b. kara-kárá biri 
 

OT ovuru  
OE a. otúrú bírí 

b. ovuru 
 

ME ovuru  
KU ovuru  
KB ovuru  
WT a. ovuru 

b. kakara bírí 
 

ON okolo  
IK ovuruú check 
EK ovurú  
KO ovurú  
GB ovurú  
OR ɓúrógbo  
AT ovuru  
BI ovuro  
Notes   
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BIG (ADJ.) 
Defaka ibo J 243 
NK opu  
BD   
Ịb anị opu  
Kalab a
rị 

opu  

BL   
KI opuú  
NE opú, ĩmbákúu  
AK opúu  
BU opú  
OP opú  
OY opú  
ET opú  
EO opú  
BA opú  
KL opú  
AP opú  
ID opu  
OG opu  
GM opu  
EG opu  
WO opu  
FU opu  
AR opu  
OB opu  
OT opu  
OE opu  
ME opu  
KU opu, ɔmgbɔ ́  
KB opu  
WT opu  
ON opu  
IK opuú  
EK opuú  
KO opuú  
GB opu  
OR kosí  
AT kuzi  
BI a. kosí 

b. ɓa 
 

Notes *opu 1  
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BIG, BE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK duɓa  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊɓa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊɓa, 
gburogburo 

 

BL   
KI ɗʊɓá  
NE ɗʊɓá, igirigí  
AK ɗúɓa  
BU ɗʊɓ́á  
OP ɗʊb́á  
OY dʊbá  
ET ɗuɓá  
EO dʊb́á  
BA dʊb́á  
KL dʊb́á  
AP dʊb́á  
ID dʊba  
OG dʊba  
GM dʊba  
EG dʊba  
WO dʊba  
FU dʊba  
AR dʊba  
OB dɪba  
OT dɪba  
OE dɪbá  
ME dʊba  
KU dɪba  
KB dɪba  
WT dʊba  
ON duba  
IK ɗuɓaá  
EK dʊbá  
KO dʊbá, igírígí  
GB dʊbá  
OR ɗaɓa  
AT ɗʊɓa  
BI ɓaa  
Notes *ɗɛɓa 1 Contrast LAKE 

-p-, no ɪ/ʊ 
variation 
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BILE (GALL) 
Defaka   
NK lá↓kúɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị lá↓kpó  
Kalab a
rị 

lá↓kʊɔ́ ́  

BL   
KI ɪĺá↓kpɔ ́  
NE lágʊlɔ  
AK lágolo  
BU akɪýɔʊ  
OP akíyɔu  
OY akɪyɔʊ́  
ET   
EO akɪyɔʊ́  
BA akɪýɔʊ ́  
KL akɪýɔʊ  
AP akɪýɔʊ́ ́  
ID akɪyɔʊ  
OG akɪyɔʊ  
GM agɪrɪdɪ  
EG akɪyɔʊ ́  
WO akɪɔ ́  
FU akɪyɔʊ  
AR akɪyɔʊ  
OB akɪyɔʊ́ ́  
OT akɪyɔʊ́ ́  
OE akɪýɔʊ  
ME akɪýɔʊ ́  
KU akɪýɔʊ  
KB akɪ(́y)ɔ  
WT   
ON   
IK akíyɔú  
EK akɪýɔʊ ́  
KO akɪýɔʊ ́  
GB akɪýɔʊ ́  
OR kuyé cf. next? 
AT ákʊ̃-́↓yé =bitter thing 
BI olulu  
Notes EI ɪĺákɔlɔ ́= WI 

akɪýɔʊ ́? 
Related by 
metathesis? 

 

 



84 

BIRD 
Defaka yei 

yɛɛ 
J 170 
S 

NK fónĩ ́  
BD feni ‘bird’ 
Ịb anị fínĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fénĩ ́  

BL fénĩ ́  
KI fénĩ ́  
NE a. ofoni 

b. egéle 
c. ɔgɔńɔ ̃ofoni 

a. 
b. 
c.=up bird 

AK ɔgɔńɔ ̃ohoni =up bird 
BU a. ofónĩ ́

b. ɔgɔńɔ/̃ɓóú ofoni 
a. general 
b.=up/bush bird 

OP a. ofónĩ ́
b. bóú ↓ófónĩ ́

a. general 
b.=bush bird 

OY boú ofinĩ ́ =bush bird 
ET ofónĩ ́  
EO ofónĩ ́  
BA ofónĩ ́  
KL ofónĩ ́  
AP a. ofónĩ ́

b. bóú ofoni 
a. general 
b.=bush bird 

ID ofoni  
OG ofoni  
GM ofinĩ ́  
EG a. ofinĩ ́

b. bou ófinĩ ́
a. general 
b.=bush bird 

WO ofinĩ ́  
FU bou ófinĩ ́ =bush bird 
AR ofinĩ ́  
OB a. ofoni 

b. bou ófoni 
a. general 
b.=bush bird 

OT a. ofoni 
b. fĩĩ ófinĩ ́

a. general 
b. =flying bird’ 

OE a. ofónĩ ́
b. bou ofoni 

a. general 
b.=bush bird 

ME ofónĩ ́  
KU ofónĩ ́  
KB ofónĩ ́  
WT ofónĩ ́  
ON ofónĩ ́  
IK ofónĩ ́  
EK ofónĩ ́  
KO ɔgɔnɔ ̃ofóni =up bird 
GB ofónĩ ́  
OR fénĩ ́  
AT awɪý ̰ɛ ̃  
BI awʊm̃ɛ̃ɛ́  
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Notes *ofoni 2 
**yei/yɛɛ With Defaka cf Yoruba, but 
Fyem yèré/yéré is loan from Chadic (Nettle 
p.33) 

‘up bird’ contrasts with ‘ground bird’, 
‘bush bird’ with ‘town bird’, 
both=FOWL 
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BISCUIT 
Defaka   
NK nkikia  
BD kika ‘cassava bread’ 
Ịb anị ɪkɪka  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪkɪká  

BL ɪkɪkɪa  
KI bisikíti, ɪkɪkaá  
NE kɪńkɪa  
AK ikikíyã  
BU kɪńkɪã́  
OP kɛḱɛýãĩ  
OY bisikíti, ɪkɪkɪy ̰ã ́  
ET   
EO ɪkɪkɪy ̰ã  
BA ɪkɪḱɪý ̰ã ́  
KL ɪkɪk̃ɪỹ ̰ã  
AP ɪkɪḱɪýã ́  
ID bɪtáka cf. CASSAVA 
OG beké 

ɪbɪdaɣa/ɪbɪdaka 
=European 
cassava 

GM bɪdáka =CASSAVA 
EG imitáka =CASSAVA 
WO midáka =CASSAVA 
FU biskít <Eng. biscuit 
AR biskíit <Eng. biscuit 
OB ĩmbɪdáka =CASSAVA 
OT ẽmbɪdáka =CASSAVA 
OE ɪm̃bɪdáɣa check 
ME a. ɛm̃badá(k)a 

b. beke 
ɛm̃badaka 

a.=CASSAVA 
b.=European 
cassava 

KU   
KB ɛkɪkɪyaɪ  
WT   
ON   
IK kɪkɛyãɪ ̃ ́  
EK ɪkɪkɪyaɪ ́  
KO ɪkɪkɪyaɪ ́  
GB ɪkɪkɪyaɪ ́  
OR ɛkɪkɪa  
AT a. biskítí 

b. ɪkɪkɪá́ 
a.<Eng. biscuit 

BI ɪkɪkɪa/ɪcɪca  
Notes What is 

‘cassava bread’? 
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BITE (V.T.) 
Defaka agba J 263, S 
NK ów̃õ ́ĩ ́(ɔẃɔɪ̃ ̃́ )́ cf. BALE OUT 
BD   
Ịb anị ów̃ĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ów̃ĩ ́  

BL ów̃õ ́ĩ ́  
KI ów̃ẽĩ́ ́  
NE ow̃õĩ  
AK ow̃ẽĩ/ow̃õĩ  
BU ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
OP ow̃õ ́ĩ ́  
OY ow̃õĩ  
ET ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
EO kɔŕɪ ́  
BA kɔŕɪ ́  
KL kɔŕɪ ́  
AP a. ow̃õ ́ĩ ́

b. kɔŕɪ ́fɪ 
a. 
b.=take eat 

ID a. kɔrɪ ́dʊʊ 
b. õy ̰ĩ 
c. pɛlɛ fɪ 

a.=take chew? 
b. 
c.=cut eat 

OG kɔɔ ́dʊ =take chew? 
GM pɛlɛ fɪ =cut eat 
EG pɛlɛ fɪ =cut eat 
WO pɛlɛ ́fɪ =cut eat 
FU pɛlɛ fɪ =cut eat 
AR pɛlɛ fɪ =cut eat 
OB ow̃ẽĩ  
OT ow̃ẽĩ  
OE ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
ME ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KU ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KB ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
WT ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
ON ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
IK ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
EK ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
KO ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
GB ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
OR ów̃ẽĩ (imperative) 
AT éw̃ẽĩ́/́éw̃ĩĩ́ ́  
BI ó↓w̃ẽĩ́ ́

ów̃ẽĩ́ 
?check 
(imperativẽ 

Notes *ow̃õĩ/ow̃ẽĩ) 2 ‘cut eat’ calque on 
Edoid? 
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BITTER, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK á↓kú  
BD aku ‘bitter’ 
Ịb anị á↓kʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

á↓kʊ ́  

BL   
KI á↓kʊ ́  
NE akʊ ́  
AK akɔɔ́  
BU akʊ ́  
OP akɔ ́  
OY akʊ,́ kolo-koló  
ET akuɔ ́  
EO akʊ ́  
BA akʊ ́  
KL akʊ ́  
AP akʊ ́  
ID a. akʊ 

b. kolo-kolo 
 

OG a. kolo-kolo 
b. akʊ 

 

GM akʊ  
EG akʊ  
WO a. akʊ 

b. kolo-kolo 
 

FU akʊ  
AR a. kolo-kolo 

b. akʊ 
 

OB a. kolo-kolo 
b. akʊ 

 

OT kóló-kóló  
OE a. kolo-kóló 

b. akʊ ́
 

ME a. koló-kóló 
b. akʊ ́

 

KU kuló-kúló  
KB a. kúló-kúló 

b. akʊ ́
 

WT a. kúló-kúló 
b. akʊ ́

 

ON akɔ ́  
IK akɔ ́  
EK akʊ ́  
KO a. kóló-kóló 

b. akʊ ́
 

GB akʊ ́  
OR ákʊ  
AT ákʊ̃ʊ́ ̃  
BI ákʊ  



89 

Notes Ohiri-Aniche reconstructs PIYE kʊ ̃ ‘taste 
bitter’ 
P.Manding xúnan  

Cf. Mande forms (Mukarovsky 
1987:97) 
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BITTERLEAF 
Defaka   
NK olíbiri cf. à-líbírì Obolo Connell 
BD   
Ịb anị pɪĺámã cf. à-fílàmà Obolo-Ataba 

Enene 
Kalab a
rị 

pɪĺámã  

BL   
KI olóbu, olúbu  
NE ɗiri ɔsɛ ̃ =medicine soap 
AK akɔ ɗíri  
BU a. kírí ologbo 

b. ɗírí ɔśɛ̃ ́
a.=ground+? 
b.=medicine soap 

OP a. órígbo 
b. kírí ologbo 

 

OY olúgbo  
ET opukumũṹ =big medicine 
EO órígbo  
BA órígbo  
KL orígbo  
AP órígbo  
ID kiri ólogbo  
OG kiri ólogbo  
GM orúgbo  
EG orúgbo  
WO orígbo  
FU orí↓gbó  
AR orígbo  
OB kiri ólogbo  
OT kiri ólogbo  
OE kirí ologbo  
ME kirí ólogbo  
KU kírí olúgbo  
KB brábrá ologbo  
WT kirí ológbo  
ON kírí ologbo  
IK kírí ólogbo  
EK kírí ólogbo  
KO kírí ologbo  
GB bitalí↓fú, kírí 

ólogbo 
 

OR ólugbó  
AT ólúlúgbo  
BI olúgbu  
Notes   
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BLACK 
Defaka ɓire J 240 
NK kúkúrú shortened 
BD kurkuru /krukru ‘black’ 
Ịb anị kúrú-kúrú  
Kalab a
rị 

kúrú-kúrú /krú-krú  

BL a. ɔnɔ ̃
b. kúrú-kúrú 

 

KI kúrú-kúrú  
NE kuru-kuru, gʊlʊ-gʊlʊ,́ *  
AK kuru-kúru, ikɛ  
BU kúrú-kúrú, ɗírímɔ̃ ́  
OP dírímɔ̃,́ kúrú-kúrú  
OY dirimɔ̃ ́  
ET ɗirimɔɔ ́  
EO kúrú-kúrú, dírímɔ̃ ́  
BA kúrú-kúrú, dírímɔ̃ ́  
KL kúrú-kúrú, dírímɔ̃ ́  
AP dírímɔ̃ ́  
ID dirimɔ  
OG dirimɔ  
GM dirimɔ  
EG dirimɔ 

wɪwɪ 
kpɪlɪ-kpɪlɪ 

 

WO dirimɔ 
kʊlɛ-kʊlɛ 

 

FU dirimɔ  
AR dirimɔ  
OB dirimɔ  
OT dirimɔ 

kúrú-kúrú 
kpɪĺɪ-́kpɪĺɪ ́

 

OE dirimɔ 
kpɪlɪ-́kpɪĺɪ,́ * 

 

ME dirimɔ 
kpɪlɪ-́kpɪĺɪ ́

 

KU kpɪlɪ-́kpɪĺɪ ́  
KB dirimã 

kúlú-kúlú, * 
 

WT dirimõ 
kurú-kúrú, * 

 

ON dirimɔ  
IK ɗirimɔɔ ́

kúrúkú 
 

EK dirimãá 
ɪnʊʊ̃ ́

 

KO kpɪĺɪ-́kpɪĺɪ ́
dirimãá, * 

 

GB dirimɔɔ ́  
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OR ɗirimɔ  
AT kʊĺʊ-́kʊĺʊ ́  
BI ziminĩ ́

kúrú-kúrú 
 

Notes *kurukuru 2 
**ɓire 
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BLACKSMITH 
Defaka   
NK témẽ-́nĩ-́ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́ =mould-pl.-er 
BD   
Ịb anị íkúlé↓rú tɛḿɛ̃-́ɓɔ ́

b. tɛḿɛ̃ ́kɔ-́ɓɔ ́
a.=iron-mould-er 
b.=mould-work-er 

Kalab a
rị 

tɛḿɛ̃ ́kɔ̃-́ɓɔ ́ =mould-work-er 

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃-́nɪ ̃-́ɓɔ ́  
NE ɔsʊmã kɔ-̃ɓɔ ́ smith-work-er 
AK ye ɓolom-oŋgu, ɔhimãĩ-woi  
BU ɔsʊḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃/́wéí =smith-person/one 
OP ɔsúmã ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OY asɪmã-kɪmɪ ̃  
ET asúmã ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO ɔsʊḿã/́ɔsɪḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA ɔsʊḿãɪ́ ̃-́wéí  
KL a. yé tɛḿɛ̃ ́wei 

b. ɔsɪḿã ́wéí 
a.=thing-mould-one 
b.=smith-one 

AP ɔsɪḿã ́wéí Gbanraun 
ID ɔsɪmã owei  
OG ɔsʊmã-wei  
GM ɔsʊmãɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
EG ɔsʊmãɪ ̃wei  
WO a. ojógũ 

b. ɔsʊmãɪ ̃wei 
 

FU ɔsɪmãɪ-̃wei  
AR ʊrɛ ̃tɛmɛ wei  
OB asɪmã-wei  
OT asɪḿã ́ówéí  
OE asɪḿã ́ówéí/kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME asɪḿã/́asʊḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU asɪḿã ́  
KB asɪḿã ́ówéí/́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
WT asɪḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ON asímã ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK asímã ́kɛḿɛ̃/́ówéi  
EK asɪḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO asʊḿã/́ɔsʊḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB asɪḿã ́ówéí  
OR ɔḱa kɪmɪ ̃

íyé tɛḿɛ owei 
a.=Awka person 
b.=thing-mould-
man 

AT yé/ogũ tɛḿɛ̃ɛ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
BI ɔźáká ówéíi/kɪḿɪ ̃í, *  
Notes   
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BLADDER 
Defaka   
NK ópoɣó  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

sã ́ákpá =urine bag 

BL   
KI nɪnã akpaá =urine bag 
NE nɪnã ́kugu  
AK ninã óhoni  
BU   
OP sã ́óŋgú  
OY dɪnã ́eseni  
ET   
EO a. dɪńã ́eseni 

b. sã ́ógúgú 
 

BA dɪńã ́éseni  
KL sã ́dɪńɔ̃ ́kókó yé  
AP sã ́dɪńã ́ĩḿgbí  
ID sã ogugu  
OG sã zɔ  
GM dɪnãɪ ̃ ́isẽĩ  
EG dɪnã éseni  
WO dɪnã éseni  
FU dɪnã ákpa  
AR dɪnã eseni tone? 
OB sã oŋgu  
OT sãã oŋgu  
OE sãã ́óŋgú  
ME sãã ́óŋgú  
KU   
KB sãã́ ́éŋgú  
WT   
ON sã ́óŋgú  
IK dɪnã oŋgú  
EK   
KO sã ́ṹŋgú  
GB dɪnã sĩndéí  
OR dɪnã ókuru  
AT ɓeni yɛɛ́ gba yɔ  
BI minĩ-́yé ákpã^  
Notes   
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\BLIND, BE 
Defaka     
NK   tɔŕu gbẽĩ  
BD     
Ịb anị tɔŕʊ ́pʊʊ ́    
Kalab a
rị 

tɔ↓́rʊ/́tɔŕʊ-́ḿ↓gbɔ ́pʊʊ̃̃,́ * mãŋ́gá¹  ¹‘wall-eyed’ 

BL     
KI pʊ̃ʊ ̃ mãŋ́gá   
NE  mãŋga ye ɛŕɪ-ɣá  
AK  mãŋã   
BU  ɓãŋ́ã ́   
OP  bãŋ́ã ́   
OY  tɔrú bã   
ET  ɓã ́   
EO  tɔŕʊ ́bãŋ́ã ́   
BA  bãŋ́ã ́   
KL  bãŋ́ã ́   
AP  tɔŕʊ ́bãã́/́bãŋ́ã ́   
ID  baɣã, tɔrʊ bãã́ ́   
OG  bãŋã, tɔrʊ bãŋ́ã ́   
GM  tɔrʊ bãã́ ́   
EG     
WO  bãã   
FU  bãŋã   
AR  bãŋã   
OB  bãã   
OT  tɔrʊ bã ́  tone? 
OE  tɔrʊ ́bãã eyé árɪ-́ɣá  
ME  bãã,́ tɔrʊ ́bãã ́   
KU  bɪã́ ́   
KB  a. bʊ̃ã́ ́

b. tɔŕʊ ́bʊã̃ 
  

WT  bãɪ́ ̃?́   
ON  tɔŕú bã   
IK  ɓã ́   
EK  bãŋ́ã ́   
KO  tɔŕʊ ́bã ́   
GB  bãŋ́ã ́   
OR  tɔŕɪ ́ɓáʊ ̃   
AT  ɓã ́   
BI  tɔŕʊ ́mãá   
Notes *pʊ̰ʊ ̃

BLR pʊm L 4132 be blind 
Fula wumde FS check 

*ɓãga 2   
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\BLOOD 
Defaka asi J 26 
NK asi  
BD   
Ịb anị a. pulo 

b. mbɪ-nyɛ ́
a.=oil 
b.=rub-thing 

Kalab arị a. ó↓jú-ɓɛ ́ɔ̃ḿbɪ-ye 
b. pulo 

a.=body-?-rub-thing 
b.=oil 

BL   
KI puloó =oil 
NE a. odúaɪ 

b. ɛrɛśĩŋã 
a.=body-things 

AK odu-yái a.=body-things 
BU a. asɪ ̃ ́

b. ozú-yaɪ 
a. 
b. =body-things 

OP isɔḿɔ̃ ́  
OY asɪ ̃ ́  
ET isɔmɔɔ ́  
EO ɪsɔḿɔ̃ ́  
BA kuí, ɪsɔḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KL kuii ii? 
AP ɪsɔḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID kui  
OG kui  
GM ɪsɔmɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
EG a. isɔḿɔʊ̃̃ ́

b. bou-yaɪ ́
a. 
b.=bush-things (euph.) 

WO isɔmɔ̃ ́  
FU isɔmɔʊ̃ ̃  
AR ɪsɔmɔ̃ ́  
OB asɪ-yãɪ ̃ =blood-things 
OT asɪ ̃ ́  
OE asɪ ̃ ́  
ME asɪ ̃ ́  
KU asɪ ̃ ́  
KB asɪmã  
WT asɪ ̃ ́  
ON isɔmɔ  
IK isɔmó  
EK asɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KO a. asɪɪ̃ ̃ ́

b. ɔbará 
a. 
b. cf. Igbo 

GB asɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR asɪ  
AT a. íbu 

b. asɪ ̃
 

BI a. íbúu 
b. ãmbɪɛɛ́ 

a.  
b. =rub-thing’ 

Notes *asɪɪ̃ ̃1 Much subject to euphemism  
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BLOW (OF WIND)  (V.I.) 
Defaka fukumã J 382 
NK fuku/fuɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị fíé  
Kalab a
rị 

fíé  

BL   
KI fíé  
NE fie, vúu, pʊŕɛ-

pʊŕɛ 
 

AK hie ?  
BU fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OP fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OY fɔʊ̃ ̃  
ET fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
EO kóró, fíé, fɛ̃ṹ́  
BA kóró, fíé  
KL fíé  
AP fíé  
ID koro, fɔʊ̃ ̃  
OG koro, fɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM koro, fɔʊ̃ ̃  
EG fɛʊ̃ ̃  
WO fɔʊ̃ ̃  
FU fɔʊ̃ ̃  
AR fɛʊ̃ ̃  
OB fɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT fɔʊ̃ ̃  
OE fɔʊ̃̃,́ koró  
ME fɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KU fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
WT fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ON fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
IK fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
EK fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB páá  
OR fɔŕɪ ́sʊɔ́-yɔ  
AT fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI fɔɔ́̃ ́  
Notes   
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BLOW (THE NOSE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK fĩĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

fʊ ̃  

BL   
KI fʊʊ̃̃ ́  
NE ɪfɪ ̃ ́  
AK ɔh ̰ɛ ̃  
BU ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY afɪ ̃  
ET   
EO ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
BA   
KL ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
AP ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɔfɪ ̃  
OG ɔfɪ ̃  
GM   
EG ɔfɪ ̃  
WO ɔfɪ ̃  
FU ɔfɪ ̃  
AR ɔfɪ ̃  
OB ɔfɪ ̃  
OT afɪ ̃  
OE afɪ ̃ ́  
ME afɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB afɪ ̃ ́  
WT   
ON   
IK afɛ̃ ́  
EK ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
KO ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
GB ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɔf́ɪ ̃ ́  
AT ófúró  
BI ófúró  
Notes *ɔfɪɪ̃ ̃2 Cf. SWEEP 
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BLOW (WITH MOUTH) (V.T.) 
Defaka oforo  
NK óforo  
BD   
Ịb anị ófuro or ófúró ? dic 
Kalab a
rị 

ófú↓ró  

BL ófúro  
KI ófúró  
NE ofuro  
AK ohuro  
BU ofúró  
OP ofúró  
OY ofuro  
ET ofúró  
EO ofúró  
BA ofúró  
KL ofúró  
AP ofúró  
ID ofuro  
OG ofuro  
GM ofuro  
EG ofuro  
WO ofuro  
FU ofuro  
AR ofuro  
OB ofuro  
OT ofuro  
OE ofúró  
ME ofúró  
KU ofúró  
KB ofúró  
WT ofúró  
ON ofúró  
IK ofúró  
EK ofúró  
KO ofúró  
GB ofúró  
OR fʊʊ́rʊ, feni fɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
AT ófúró  
BI ófúró  
Notes *ofuro 3/2 

**oforo ? 
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BLUE 
Defaka   
NK blú blu  
BD   
Ịb anị bulúu  
Kalab a
rị 

bulóo  

BL   
KI bulúu  
NE bulúu  
AK bulóu/bulúu  
BU búlúu  
OP bulóo  
OY bulóu  
ET bulóu  
EO búlóu  
BA ibúlú, bulóo  
KL ibúlú  
AP búlóo  
ID bilóo/bulúu  
OG bilóo  
GM bulóo  
EG bulúu  
WO bulóu  
FU   
AR bala-bala  
OB bulúu  
OT bulóu  
OE gãróro, bulóo  
ME buló check 
KU buló  
KB b(ũló-b(ũló  
WT buló  
ON bulúu  
IK bulóo  
EK buló  
KO buló-bulo, ɪnʊʊ̃ ́  
GB bulóo  
OR bilóo  
AT bulúu  
BI buló  
Notes All <Eng blue  
 



101 

BLUNT, BE(COME) 
Defaka   
NK ikpuru  
BD   
Ịb anị kpĩmgbiri 

b. ikiri 
a. 
b. dic 

Kalab a
rị 

kpĩmgbirí, ikirí  

BL   
KI ikirí  
NE ĩmgbekú, ilikí a. 

b. metathesis 
AK ilúki/ilúku metathesis 
BU ĩmgbé  
OP ĩmgbé 

b. ombú-ɣɛ 
a. 
b. ‘not sharp’ 

OY ĩmgbe  
ET ĩmgbé  
EO mgbé ?  
BA ĩmgbé, kɔŕɪ-́ɣɛ ́  
KL ũmbú-ɣɛ ́ ‘not sharp’ 
AP ĩmgbé  
ID igbulu/igbilí  
OG igbilí  
GM igbilí  
EG igbi  
WO igbí  
FU igbe  
AR igbi  
OB ĩmgbe  
OT ĩmgbe  
OE ẽmgbé, gberi  
ME ẽmgbé  
KU ẽmgbé  
KB ẽmgbé  
WT ẽmgbé  
ON ẽmgbé  
IK ĩmgbé  
EK ĩmgbé  
KO ĩmgbé, gbagirií  
GB ĩmgbé  
OR igbéi  
AT óbú-↓á, óɓú↓ú-wá ‘not sharp’ 
BI tikpirikpi, 

ĩḿgbé 
a. 
b. ‘cold’ ? 

Notes   
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BOARD (BOAT) (V.LOC.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓukulɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɣ́ɔĺɔ/́ɓʊĺɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊḱɔĺɔ/́ɓʊḱʊĺɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊḱɔ↓́lɔ ́  
NE ɓʊgɔlɔ ́  
AK ɓugɔĺɔ  
BU léí, ɓɪɛ́ĺɛ ́  
OP léí  
OY leí ?  
ET leí  
EO léí  
BA léí  
KL léí  
AP léí  
ID leí  
OG (i)leí  
GM lei  
EG leí  
WO leí  
FU ileí  
AR lei  
OB leí  
OT leí  
OE leí  
ME leí  
KU bɪýɔʊ́ ́  
KB bíɔ ́  
WT bɪɔ ́  
ON leí  
IK leí  
EK bɪýɔʊ́ ́  
KO bɪýɔʊ́ ́  
GB bɪɔ́ʊ́ ́  
OR ɓɔɔ́rɔ  
AT bɪýɔʊ́ ́  
BI bɪýɔ/́bʊýɔ ́  
Notes ɓɪkɔlʊ (?) 3? Cf. MOUNT 
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BODY 
Defaka    ɔḿ́ J 24 
NK ɓú     
BD      
Ịb anị  ó↓jú    
Kalab a
rị 

 ó↓jú    

BL ɓʊ ́ ójú   tone? 
KI  ó↓jú    
NE ɓʊ odú    
AK  odúu    
BU  ozú    
OP  ozú    
OY   ãŋgɔ   
ET  ozú    
EO  ozú    
BA  ozú    
KL  ozú    
AP  ozú    
ID  ozu ɔgɔ   
OG  ozu    
GM  oju    
EG  ozu    
WO  ozu    
FU  oju    
AR  oju    
OB   ɔŋgɔ   
OT   ãŋgɔ   
OE   ãŋgɔ ́   
ME   ãŋgɔ ́   
KU   ãŋgɔ ́   
KB   ãŋgɔ ́   
WT   ãŋgɔ ́   
ON   ãŋgɔ ́   
IK  ozú    
EK   ɔŋgɔ ́   
KO   ɔŋgɔ ́   
GB   ɔŋgɔ ́   
OR ɓʊ-́mɪ ̃ńɪ     
AT  ózũ    
BI  ózṹũ    
Notes *ɓʊ ́ 2 'body, 

self' (preserved 
in compounds 
like SHIRT 
/BLOUSE  

*ójù ̰  3 *ɔ̃ǵɔ 2 (Iz only)   
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BOIL (N.) 
Defaka   
NK opupɔli  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔpʊpɔlɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔpɔpɔlɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔpɔpɔlɪ ́  
NE otõĩ ́  
AK otṍĩ  
BU otõ ́ĩ ́  
OP otúẽĩ́ ́  
OY otõĩ ́  
ET   
EO otõ ́ĩ ́  
BA otõ ́ĩ ́  
KL otõ ́ĩ ́  
AP otõ ́ĩ ́  
ID otuẽĩ  
OG otuẽĩ/otẽĩ  
GM otuẽĩ  
EG otĩĩ  
WO otĩĩ  
FU otũĩ  
AR otuẽĩ  
OB otẽĩ  
OT otẽĩ  
OE otẽĩ  
ME otẽĩ  
KU otẽĩ  
KB otẽĩ  
WT otẽĩ  
ON otẽĩ  
IK otẽĩ ́  
EK otõĩ ́  
KO otẽĩ/́otõĩ ́  
GB otuẽĩ,́ otonĩ ́  
OR ɔbʊbʊ  
AT abʊmãá  
BI apʊmãá/apɪmãá  
Notes   
xxx 
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BOIL (OF WATER) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK dárí  
BD   
Ịb anị dárɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗárɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɗárɪ ́  
NE ɗarɪ  
AK ɗari  
BU ɗárɪ ́  
OP dárí  
OY darɪ  
ET ɗárí  
EO dárɪ ́  
BA dárɪ ́  
KL dárɪ ́  
AP dárɪ ́  
ID darɪ  
OG darɪ  
GM darɪ  
EG darɪ  
WO darɪ  
FU darɪ  
AR darɪ  
OB darɪ  
OT darɪ  
OE darɪ ́  
ME darɪ ́  
KU dárɪ ́  
KB dárɪ ́  
WT darɪ ́  
ON dárí  
IK ɗárí  
EK dárɪ ́  
KO dárɪ ́  
GB dárɪ ́  
OR ɗárɪ ́  
AT dárɪ ́  
BI ɗárɪ ́  
Notes *ɗarɪ 2  
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BONE 
Defaka ḿbua J 24 
NK ḿgbá  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿgbé  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿgbé  

BL ĩḿgbé  
KI ḿgbé  
NE ĩmgba  
AK ĩmgbo  
BU ĩmgbó  
OP õmgbó  
OY ʊm̃gbou ?  
ET õmgbó  
EO ũmgbó  
BA ũmgbóú  
KL ũmgbó  
AP ũmgbóú  
ID igbou  
OG igbou  
GM ugbou  
EG ugbou, okokoro  
WO okokoro  
FU ugbou, okokoro  
AR ugbou  
OB ĩmgbou  
OT ẽmgbou  
OE ẽmgbóú  
ME ẽmgbóú  
KU õmgbóú  
KB ẽmgbóú  
WT ẽmgbóú  
ON õmgbó  
IK ũmgbó  
EK ũmgbóú  
KO ũmgbóú  
GB ũmgbóú  
OR ígbó  
AT ígbṍ  
BI ĩḿgbó  
Notes ĩgbɜṵ̃ 2  
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BOOK 
Defaka   
NK jírí  
BD   
Ịb anị dírí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗírí  

BL   
KI ɗírí  
NE ɗiri  
AK ɗiri, go ɗíri  
BU ɗírí  
OP dírí  
OY fũ  
ET fṹ  
EO dírí  
BA dírí  
KL dírí  

gó ɗíri 
a. also ‘charm’ 
b. =reading book’ 

AP fṹ  
ID fũ  
OG fũ  
GM fũ  
EG fũ  
WO fũ  
FU fũ  
AR fũ  
OB fũ  
OT fũ  
OE fũṹ  
ME fũṹ  
KU fṹ  
KB fṹ  
WT fũṹ  
ON fṹ  
IK fṹ  
EK fṹ  
KO fṹ  
GB fṹ  
OR ɗírí  
AT fṹ  
BI fṹ  
Notes *ɗiri 2 original meaning 

charm 
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BOTTLE 
Defaka   
NK ólíló  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóló  
Kalab a
rị 

ólóló  

BL   
KI ólóló, kárámã ́  
NE ololo  
AK ololo  
BU olóló  
OP olélé  
OY ololó  
ET ololoó  
EO olóló  
BA olóló  
KL olóló  
AP olóló  
ID ololo  
OG ololo  
GM ololo  
EG ololo  
WO ololo  
FU ololo  
AR ololo  
OB ololo  
OT ololo  
OE olóló/ololo  
ME ololo  
KU olóló  
KB olúló  
WT olóló  
ON olele  
IK olóló  
EK olóló  
KO olóló  
GB olóló  
OR ílóló  
AT ólóló  
BI élílé  
Notes *ololo 2  
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BOTTOM 
Defaka   
NK tumɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị súú ɓíé  
Kalab a
rị 

súkú  

BL   
KI cúkú  
NE tugu, kirí dʊ  
AK tugu  
BU túú  
OP túú  
OY tuu  
ET   
EO túɣú  
BA túú  
KL tu bɪb́ɪ ́  
AP kírí kúnṹ  
ID kiri kúnṹ  
OG kiri kónṹ  
GM tũ  
EG tuu  
WO tuu  
FU kiri zʊ ́  
AR kunukunu  
OB kuru kónṹ  
OT tuu  
OE kirí, 

tuú 
 

ME tuú  
KU kukuru  
KB a. kukuru 

b. kírí 
c. túú 

 

WT kirí  
ON   
IK kírí konu 

b. (olóló) tṍṹ 
a. 
b.=(bottle) bottom 

EK kírí ãŋga  
KO túú  
GB kírí konu  
OR (ílóló)oli,(tɪɪ́)́íkir

ika 
 

AT kurumɔ̃-́ga, 
kurumɔ̃ɔ́ 

 

BI a. kurúu 
b. konu kʊḿãá 
c. élílé túu 

a.(of sg) 
b. (human) 
c.=bottle bottom 

Notes *tuku  
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BOW 
Defaka obum J 77 
NK obũ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛbɛlɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

iboli  

BL íbólí tone? 
KI lobuú   
NE ibolí  
AK ikpãŋĩńi  
BU ibólí  
OP apépí  
OY apebi  
ET apópú  
EO apébí  
BA apébí  
KL apébí  
AP apébí  
ID apobu/opumũ  
OG opomũ  
GM apebi  
EG dʊnʊ-̃ye ‘bow & arrow’ 
WO idada ‘bow & arrow’ 
FU apipio  
AR apebi  
OB apobio  
OT ɪdáda ‘bow & arrow’ 
OE apébí  
ME apébí  
KU apóbú  
KB apóbú  
WT apóbú  
ON apóbú  
IK apópú  
EK ĩmbó↓lí  
KO ipébú  
GB ipébú  
OR ɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
AT a. ɓárá píom 

b. agɛɪ̃ ̃
 

BI épépé  
Notes **opomũ ? 2  
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BOWS (OF BOAT) 
Defaka   
NK kɔm̃bi  
BD   
Ịb anị árʊ ́kʊĺɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊlɔ  

BL   
KI kʊlɔɔ ́  
NE ɔkʊĺɔ  
AK ɔkʊĺɔ u? 
BU ɪkʊĺɔʊ  
OP ɔkʊĺɔʊ  
OY arʊ ʊkʊlɔʊ  
ET ukúlɔu  
EO ʊkʊĺɔʊ́  
BA ʊkʊĺɔʊ́  
KL ʊkʊĺɔʊ́  
AP ʊkʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
ID ɪkɪlɔʊ́,́ arʊ ɪkɪlɔʊ i-? 

i-?  
OG ɪkʊlɔʊ́  
GM arʊ ɪkʊlɔ  
EG ʊkʊlɔʊ ́  
WO ʊkʊlɔ ́  
FU arʊ ukʊlɔʊ  
AR arʊ ʊkʊlɔʊ  
OB arʊ ʊkʊlɔʊ, 

ʊkʊlɔʊ́ ́
 

OT ɔkʊlɔʊ́ ́  
OE ɔkʊĺɔʊ  
ME ɔkʊĺɔʊ  
KU ɔkʊĺɔʊ  
KB ɔkʊĺɔ  
WT ʊkʊĺɔʊ  
ON árú ókúlɔú́ o-? 
IK árʊ ́ʊḱʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
EK ʊkʊlɔʊ́ ́  
KO árʊ ́ʊḱʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
GB ʊkʊlɔʊ́  
OR ɔḱɔlɔɔ́, árʊ ́ɔḱɔlɔ  
AT árʊ ́ɓɛĺɛ ́ =canoe front 
BI árʊ ́ɓɪĺɛɛ́ =canoe front 
Notes ʊkʊlɔʊ 4  
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BOX 
Defaka   
NK ígbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
BD   
Ịb anị igbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
Kalab a
rị 

ígbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 

BL   
KI ígbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
NE igba cf. Igboid ìgbé 
AK igbe cf. Igboid ìgbé 
BU igbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
OP igbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
OY igbe, ekpedi cf. Igboid ìgbé 
ET egbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
EO igbé, ekpétí cf. Igboid ìgbé 
BA ekpétí  
KL ekpétí  
AP ekpétí  
ID ekpedi  
OG ekpedi  
GM ekpeti  
EG ekpeti  
WO ekpeti  
FU ekpeti  
AR ekpeti  
OB ekpedi  
OT ekpedi  
OE ekpédí  
ME ekpédí  
KU ekpédí  
KB ekpédí  
WT ekpédí  
ON ekpédí, egbé cf. Igboid ìgbé 
IK ekpétí  
EK ekpédí  
KO ekpétí  
GB ekpédí  
OR óguɓó  
AT ókó↓ɓó  
BI ókuɓó  
Notes Cf. Urhobo 

égbétí 
Cf. Igboid akpàtì/àkpàtì, Yoruba apótí, 
Hausa àkwàatì 
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BOX (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK gbɔlu ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓáɣʊ/́ɓáwʊ/́ɓáʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓákʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓákʊ ́  
NE ɓagʊ gbɔlʊ ́give crack 

on head 
AK ɓagʊ  
BU gbɔĺʊ,́ ɓágʊ ́  
OP gbɔĺʊ ́  
OY gbɔlʊ ́  
ET   
EO gbɔĺʊ ́  
BA gbɔĺʊ ́  
KL gbɔĺʊ ́  
AP gbɔĺʊ ́  
ID gbɔlʊ  
OG gbɔlʊ  
GM gbɔlʊ  
EG gbɔlʊ  
WO gbɔlʊ  
FU gbɔlʊ  
AR gbɔlʊ  
OB gbɔlʊ  
OT gbɔlʊ  
OE gbɔlʊ  
ME gbɔlʊ  
KU gbɔlʊ  
KB gbɔlʊ  
WT gbɔlʊ  
ON   
IK gbɔlú  
EK gbɔĺʊ ́  
KO gbɔlʊ,́ gbɔlɪɪ ́  
GB gbɔĺʊ ́  
OR gbɔĺɪ ́  
AT ɗʊ vowel? 
BI dʊʊ  
Notes *gbɔlɪ 2  
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BOY 
Defaka   
NK amã tɔkʊ-ɓɔ =male-child-person 
BD   
Ịb anị kálá ó↓wú tʊẃɔ =small-male-child 
Kalab a
rị 

óyí-ɓɔ ́tʊɓ́ɔ =male-child 

BL   
KI kálá tɔkʊ =small-child 
NE ɪwɔ tɔǵʊ =new-child 
AK awɔó, kala awɔɔ́ b.=small child 
BU owéí tʊb́ɔʊ =male-child 
OP owéí túbɔú́ =male-child 
OY owei tɔb́ɔʊ =male-child 
ET ayá tuɓɔú =new-child 
EO ayá tɔb́ɔʊ́,́ owéí 

tɔb́ɔʊ́ 
a.=new-child 
b.=male-child 

BA kálá tɔb́ɔʊ́,́ azá 
↓tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́

a.=small-child 
b.=new child 

KL owéí tɔb́ɔʊ́ =male-child 
AP owéí tɔb́ɔʊ =male-child 
ID owei tʊb́ɔ ́(ʊ)́ =male-child 
OG oguei tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́ =male-child 
GM owei tɔbɔ ́ =male-child 
EG owoi tɔbɔʊ ́ =male-child 
WO kalá owei tɔbɔʊ =small-male-child 
FU owei tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́ =male-child 
AR owei tɔbɔ =male-child 
OB owei tʊb́ɔʊ =male-child 
OT kalá owei tʊbɔʊ =small-male-child 
OE owéí tʊbɔʊ =male-child 
ME owéí tʊbɔʊ =male-child 
KU kɪlá tʊbɔ =small-child 
KB owéí tʊbɔ =male-child 
WT owéí tʊbɔ =male-child 
ON kálá tɔbɔu, 

yayáa 
a.=small-child 

IK kálá tuɓɔú =small-child 
EK owéí tʊbɔʊ ́ =male-child 
KO owéí tɔbɔʊ ́ =male-child 
GB a. tʊbɔʊ ́

b. owéí tʊb́ɔʊ́ ́
a.=CHILD 
b.=male-child 

OR owéí tɔɓɔʊ ́ =male-child 
AT owéí tɔb́ɔ ́ =male-child 
BI owéé tʊɓɔ ́ =male-child 
Notes   
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BRAINS  
Defaka   
NK mkpɛ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́ɔt́ɔŕɔ ́ =head-? 
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ-́ɓɛ ́oru =head-?-? 

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́ɓɛĺɛḱɪ ́ =head-fat 
NE a. ɔkpɔt́ɔ/ɔkpɔtɔ ́

b. tɪɓɪ ɔkpɔtɔ 
a. 
b. ‘brain matter’ 

AK tɛɓɛ ɔkpɔtɔ =head-brain 
BU ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́  
OP tɛb́ɛ ́bíyé/ɔḱpɔt́ɔ ́ =head-inside/brain 
OY tɪbɪ akpɔdɔ-amã =head-brain-pl. 
ET oɓulú  
EO ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́ɔḱpɔt́ɔ ́ =head-brain 
KL ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́  
AP ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́  
ID otõrõ̃rõ̃/ototoro  
OG tɪbɪ ototorõũ =head-brain 
GM tɪbɪ ɪmɛɣɛlɪ =head-fat 
EG ototorõũ  
WO ototorou  
FU tɪbɪ otondoru =head-brain 
AR tɪbɪ ototorõũ/biri =head-brain/middle? 
OB tɪbɪ ototorõũ =head-brain 
OT ototõrõ  
OE a. tɪbɪ ́bírí 

b. ototorombá 
 

ME otõtõrõ(-baʊ)  
KU ototorombá  
KB tɪb́ɪ ́ótúrú  
WT tótórṍũ  
ON tɛb́ɛ ́bíé  
IK oɓulú  
EK tɪb́ɪ ́tórṍṹ  
KO torṍṹ  
GB tɪb́ɪ ́tórṍṹ  
OR terẽ̃ĩ  
AT óvúló  
BI óvúlómṹ  
Notes   
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BRANCH 
Defaka   
NK tĩ ́ápa  
BD   
Ịb anị a. sí ɓára 

b. ɪkpãŋgɪ 
a.=tree-arm 
b. dic 

Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́ɓá↓rá =tree-arm 

BL   
KI ɪkpãŋgɪ ́  
NE a. ɪkpãŋgɪ ́ 

b. tɪ ̃ɪkpãŋgɪ 
c. ɪbará ?tone 

a. 
b.=tree-branch 
c. ‘buttress roots; branches’ 
dic 

AK tɛ ̃ɓara =tree-arm 
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓárá =tree-arm 
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́bírá =tree-arm 
OY tɪ ̃bɪra =tree-arm 
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́ɓárá =tree-arm 
EO tɪ ̃ ́gbãŋ́ɪ ̃ ́ =tree-branch 
BA tɪ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
KL a. tɪ ̃ ́ã-́ɪḱpãŋ́gɪ ̃ ́

b. tɪ ̃ ́á-bɪŕá 
a.=tree-pl.-branch 
b.=tree-pl.-arm 

AP tɪ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
ID tɪ ̃bɪra =tree-arm 
OG tɪ ̃bɪra =tree-arm 
GM tɪ ̃bɪra =tree-arm 
EG (tɪ)̃ gbãɪ‚̃ =(treẽ-branch 
WO a. (tɪ)̃ bra 

b. (tɪ)̃ gbãɪ‚̃ 
a.=(treẽ-arm 
b.=(treẽ-branch 

FU (tɪ)̃ gbãŋɪ‚̃ =(treẽ-branch 
AR tɪ ̃a-gbãŋɪ ̃ =tree-pl.-branch 
OB tɪ ̃bɪra =tree-arm 
OT (tɪ)̃ bɪra =(treẽ-arm 
OE tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
ME tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
KU tɪ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
KB (tɪ ̃)́ bɪŕá =(treẽ-arm 
WT tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bɪŕá =tree-arm 
ON tɛ̃ ́bírá =tree-arm 
IK (tɛ̃ĩ́)́ ɓárá =(treẽ-arm 
EK tɪ ̃ ́bárá =tree-arm 
KO tɪ ̃ ́bárá =tree-arm 
GB tɪ ̃ ́bárá =tree-arm 
OR tɪɪ́ ́ɓára =tree-arm 
AT sɪ ́ɓáráa =tree-arm 
BI sɪ ́bɪŕáa =tree-arm 
Notes *ɪkpãgɪ 1 

*tɛɪ̃ ̃ɓara tree-arm 
?Nẽmbe ɪbará reinterpreted 
as ARM? 
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BREAK (PLATE) (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka ɓáá J 360 (pot, 

calabash) 
NK ɓáá  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá  

BL ɓá  
KI ɓá: fɪɪ ́  
NE ɓa: fɪ ́  
AK ɓa: hɛɛ́  
BU ɓá: pɛɪ́ ́  
OP pɛí́  
OY pɛɪ: pɛɪɪ́  
ET pɛí  
EO báá  
BA bá: fɪ ́  
KL báá  
AP pɛɪ́ ́  
ID baa: pɛɪ ́  
OG baa: fɪɪ ́  
GM ba  
EG baa  
WO a. baa 

b. pɛɛ ́
 

FU baa: fɪɪ  
AR ba  
OB pɛɪ: pɛɪɪ ́  
OT pɛɪ ́  
OE pɛɪ: pɛɪ ́  
ME pɛɪ: pɛɪɪ ́  
KU pɛɪ  
KB pɛɪ  
WT pɛɪ  
ON pɛi  
IK pú, pɛí  
EK pɛɪ:́ pɛɪɪ ́  
KO pɛɪ ́  
GB pɛɪ ́  
OR ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́ pɛɪ-mã: 

pɛɛɪ́ 
 

AT pɛɪ ́  
BI pɛɛ  
Notes *ɓaa 2 Cf. KILL, 

BUTCHER 
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BREAK (STICK) (V.T.):(V.I.) 
Defaka ajʊ-mã J 361 j=y? 
NK áy ̰ĩ-mã ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ãý ̰ɪ ̃-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

áy ̰ɪ ̃-́↓mã:́ á↓y ̰ɪ ̃ ́  

BL ãɪ́ ̃-́mã  
KI áy ̰ɪ ̃-́↓mã ́  
NE y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ̃:́ y ̰ãɪ́ ̃  
AK y ̰ãĩ-mɔ̃ɔ́: y ̰ãĩ́  
BU y ̰ãɪ́ ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
AP pɛĺɛ,́ y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID pɛlɛ, y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ: pɛlɛɪ,́ *  
OG pɛlɛ: pɛlɛɪ ́  
GM y ̰ãɪ ̃-́mɔ  
EG y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ  
WO y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ̃ ́  
FU y ̰ãŋɪ-̃mɔ: y ̰ãɪ ̃ ́  
AR y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ  
OB ere-mɔ, y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ: ereé, 

y ̰ãɪɪ̃ ̃ ́
 

OT a. y ̰ãɪ-̃mɔ 
b. ere-mɔ 

 

OE eré-mɔ, y ̰ãɪ ̃-́mɔ: ereí, *  
ME y ̰ãɪ ̃-́mɔ  
KU y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mʊ ̃  
KB y ̰ãɪ́ ́-̰mʊ̃ ́  
WT   
ON   
IK y ̰ãɪ ̃-́mɔ  
EK y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃:́ yãɪ ̃ ́  
KO y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃:́ yãɪ ̃ ́  
GB y ̰ãɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR áy ̰ɪ-̃mɔ  
AT ánʊ̃-́↓mɔ̃ ́  
BI ánʊ-mʊ ̃  
Notes *yãy ̰ɪ-̃   
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BREAKABLE PLATE 
Defaka   
NK fi fɛŕɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛf́ɪŕɛ/́ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  

BL   
KI bɔĺɪ, fɪɪ ́fɪ ɛfɛrɛ ́  
NE ɛfɛrɛ, fɪf́ɪ ɛfɛrɛ  
AK hɛhɛ ́ɛhɛrɛ  
BU ɛfɛŕɛ,́ pɛɪ́ ́ɛf́ɛrɛ  
OP afɛŕɛ ́  
OY ɛfɛrɛ  
ET afɛŕɛ ́  
EO ɛfɛŕɛ,́ sééte  
BA fɛŕɛ,́ séete  
KL fɛŕɛ ́  
AP sɪt́ɪ  
ID asɪd́ɪ  
OG asɪd́ɪ  
GM asɪt́ɪ  
EG aséte <French? 
WO aséte <French? 
FU fɛrɛ  
AR béke fɛrɛ =European plate 
OB asɪd́ɪ  
OT aséde  
OE ɛsãf́ɛrɛ  
ME ɛsãf́ɛrɛ, fɛrɛ ́  
KU alɪĺɪ,́ afɪŕɛ,́ fɪrɛ ́  
KB a. afɪŕɛ ́

b. ayɔ ́
c. alɪĺɪ,́ * 
d. esãf́ɪrɛ 

a. 
b. round, either 
plate or cooking pot 
c. 
d. 

WT afɛŕɛ ́  
ON afɛŕɛ ́  
IK afɛŕɛ ́  
EK ɛfɛŕɛ ́  
KO ɛfɛŕɛ,́ fɛŕɛ ́  
GB ɛfɛŕɛ ́  
OR pɛɪ ́pɛɪ ́ɛfɛrɛ =break-break-plate 
AT áfɛŕɛ,́ pɛɪ afɛŕɛ  
BI áfɪŕɪ,́ pɛɪ áfɪŕɪ ́  
Notes *ɛfɛrɛ 2  
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BREAST (FEMALE) 
Defaka ɔńʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́ J 13 
NK n dó   
BD   
Ịb anị n dó   
Kalab a
rị 

n dó   

BL índó   
KI índó   
NE ĩndo  
AK ĩndo  
BU ĩndó  
OP ĩndó  
OY ĩndou  
ET ĩndó  
EO ĩndó  
BA ĩndóú  
KL ĩndó  
AP ĩndóú  
ID idou/ĩndou  
OG idou  
GM idou  
EG idou  
WO idou  
FU idou  
AR idóu  
OB ĩndou  
OT ĩndou  
OE ẽndóú  
ME ẽndóú  
KU ẽndóú  
KB ẽndóú  
WT ĩndóú  
ON ĩndó  
IK ĩndó  
EK ĩndóú  
KO ĩndóú  
GB ĩndóú  
OR ídó  
AT ídṍ  
BI índó  
Notes *ĩdõũ/ĩɗõũ 

**ĩdõũ/ĩɗõũ 
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BREAST MILK 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị n dó mĩŋ́gí  
Kalab a
rị 

n dó mĩńjí  

BL   
KI índó mẽŋ́gí  
NE ĩndo mĩndi  
AK ĩndo mẽĩdi  
BU ĩndó ɓínĩ ́  
OP ĩndó bénĩ ́  
OY ĩndou binĩ ́  
ET ĩndó ɓínĩ ́  
EO ĩndó bénĩ ́  
BA ĩndó bénĩ/́bínĩ ́  
KL ĩndó á-bínĩ ́  
AP ĩndóú bínĩ ́  
ID ido beni  
OG idou beni  
GM idou beni  
EG idou binĩ ́  
WO idou binĩ ́  
FU idou binĩ ́  
AR idoú beni  
OB ĩndou beni  
OT ĩndou beni  
OE ẽndóú bénĩ ́  
ME ẽndóú bénĩ ́  
KU ẽndóú bénĩ ́  
KB ẽndóú bénĩ ́  
WT   
ON ĩndó bénĩ ́  
IK ĩndó ɓénĩ ́  
EK ĩndóú bénĩ ́  
KO ĩndóú bénĩ ́  
GB ĩndóú bénĩ ́  
OR ídó ɓénĩ ́  
AT ídṍ ɓéni  
BI índó mĩńĩí  
Notes ĩdõũ/ĩɗõũ ɓẽdi 2 breast water 
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BREATHE (VP) 
Defaka   
NK ĩy ̰ɔ ̃sára ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪɲ́ɔ̃ ́sárá  
Kalab a
rị 

n yɔ ́sárá/sɪŕá  

BL   
KI ɪý ̰ɔ ̃ ́sárá also ‘rest’ 
NE ɪɲɔ ̃sara  
AK ĩy ̰ɔũ̃ hara  
BU ɪm̃bá sara  
OP   
OY ɪm̃ba sára  
ET   
EO ɪm̃bá sára  
BA   
KL ɪy ̰ɔ ̃ ́sárá  
AP ɪm̃bá sárá  
ID iba sárá  
OG ɪy ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃sara  
GM ɪba sárá i-? 
EG iba sará  
WO iba sará  
FU ɪba sara i-? 
AR ɪba sára  
OB ɪm̃ba sárá i-? 
OT a. ɪy ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃sara 

b. ẽmba sárá 
 

OE ɪm̃ba sara ɪm̃ba fou ‘pant’ 
ME ɛm̃ba sara  
KU   
KB ãmba kuro-mʊ ̃  
WT   
ON   
IK ẽmba foú  
EK wamʊ̃ ́  
KO a. wámʊ̃ ́

b. ʊm̃ba wamʊ̃ ́
 

GB a. wámʊ̃ ́
b. ʊm̃ba wamʊ̃ ́

 

OR ɛýɔ̃ ́tĩy ̰ẽĩ  
AT ɪýɔ̃ ́sẽĩ́  
BI see  
Notes *iyɔ/̃ɪb̃a sara 

2/1+? 
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BRIDGE 
Defaka   
NK ó↓gígó  
BD   
Ịb anị a. ó↓gwógwó 

b. áfɔ ́
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɛb́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI a. ógue 

b. áfɔ 
a.  
b. Ogu form 

NE ɔsɪsá  
AK ɔhɛh́a  
BU ɓɛ̃ɪ́ ̃-́yé =cross-thing 
OP   
OY a. wáfʊ 

b. gbanãɪ́ ̃bɛɪ̃-̃ye 
a.<Eng. wharf 
b.=put-cross-thing 

ET leí ɓɛĩ yɔ  
EO a. wáfʊ 

b. léí bɛɪ̃-̃ye 
a.<Eng. wharf 

BA wɔf́ɔ <Eng. wharf 
KL wáfʊ <Eng. wharf 
AP wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
ID wɔf́ɪ/iwɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
OG wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
GM wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
EG kakɪ ́bẽĩ-mɔ  
WO a. saɪ ́

b. bẽĩ-mɔ ̃zɔʊ́ ́
c. wɔf́ʊ 

a. place filled with sand 
b.  
c.<Eng. wharf 

FU tʊnɔ ̃  
AR kerénu  
OB wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
OT wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
OE wɔf́ʊ <Eng. wharf 
ME kaɪ ́bɛɪ̃ ̃-́mɔ ̃yɔ  
KU tanã  
KB   
WT   
ON tánĩ ́bɛĩ yɔ  
IK tanã ́  
EK   
KO a. tanã ́

b. tanɪ ̃bɛɪ̃-̃yé 
 

GB tanã ́  
OR wáfʊ  
AT a. atanã 

b. wáfʊ 
 

BI tɪnã bríji two? 
Notes Cf. PLATFORM  
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BRING (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK wa ɓóo  
BD   
Ịb anị ákíɓó  
Kalab a
rị 

ókúɓó  = ɔḱɪ ́ɓó 

BL   
KI ɔḱɪ ́ɓó  
NE a. okuɓo 

b. kɔ̃ ́ɓo 
=ɛkɪ ɓo 

AK kúɓo  
BU akɪ ́ɓó  
OP akúbó  
OY kɔɔ̃̃ ́bo  
ET akú-ɓó  
EO kɔ ́bo  
BA kɔ̃ ́bo  
KL kɔ̃ ́bo  
AP kɔ ́bo  
ID kóbo  
OG kóbo  
GM kobo  
EG kóbo  
WO kóbo  
FU kɔ ́bo  
AR kɔ ́bo  
OB kóbo  
OT kóbo  
OE kɔ ̃bó  
ME kɔ ̃bó  
KU akʊ-́bó  
KB akúbó  
WT akúbó  
ON akú-bó  
IK akí ɓó  
EK akʊ ́bó  
KO akʊ-́bó = akɪ ́bó 
GB akɪ ́bó  
OR so ɓóo  
AT so ɓóo  
BI so ɓó  
Notes *akɪ ɓo 2 2 All=take-come 
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BRING UP, LOOK AFTER (CHILD) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɗí↓í pá-mã ɓó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗiki-ɗikí, sue  

BL   
KI kó↓kó  
NE gbalɪ,́ ɗigí  
AK gbáli  
BU gbálɪ ́  
OP gbálí  
OY kɔrɪ,́ kekere  
ET   
EO tɔb́ɔ↓́ʊ ́ kɔrɪ, 

kékéré 
tone? 

BA   
KL gbálɪ ́  
AP gbálɪ ́  
ID gbalɪ  
OG gbalɪ, sibe  
GM gbalɪ   
EG gbalɪ  
WO a. kɔrɪ ́paa-mɔ 

b. gbalɪ 
a.  
b.=feed 

FU gbalɪ  
AR gbalɪ  
OB gbalɪ  
OT a. kɔrɪ ́paa-mɔ 

b. gbalɪ 
a.=bring up 
b.=feed 

OE gbalɪ ́  
ME gbalɪ ́  
KU gbálɪ ́  
KB gbálɪ ́

pʊá́-mʊ̃ ́
 

WT gbalɪ ́  
ON   
IK gbálí  
EK kókóú, dií  
KO kókóú, gbálɪ ́  
GB gbálɪ ́  
OR tɔɓɔʊ díi  
AT kókó-mɔ̃,́ gbálɪ ́  
BI dii, gbáá  
Notes gbalɪ 3 Cf. FEED 
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BROOM 
Defaka   
NK ázízã <Igbo 
BD   
Ịb anị a. sunju/súndú 

b. lɪá́ 
a. tone? 
b.  

Kalab a
rị 

a. ájíja 
b. ɔf́ɪ ̃-́yé 

a.<Igbo 
b.=sweep-
thing 

BL   
KI a. ɪśʊlʊ/ísulú ? 

b. ázíza 
 

a.  
b. <Igbo 

NE ɔfɪ-̃ye, ɪlɪa  
AK ɔhĩ-ye  
BU ɔfɪ ̃-́yé, lɪá́  
OP ɪlɪá́  
OY ɪlɪya  
ET ilíá  
EO ɔfɪ ̃-́yé  
BA ɔfɪ ̃-́yé  
KL ɔfɪ ̃-́yé  
AP ɔfɪý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ID ofĩ-y ̰ɛ/̃ɔfɪɔ́ ̃  
OG ɔfɪɛ̃/̃ɔfɪɔ́ ̃  
GM ɔfɪɛ̃ ̃  
EG ɔfɪỹ ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃  
WO ɔfɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃  
FU ɔfɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃  
AR ɔfɪy ̰ɔ ̃  
OB ɔfɪ-̃ye/ɔfiyõũ  
OT afĩy ̰õũ  
OE afíyṹ  
ME afíṹ afĩý ̰õ ́ṹ  
KU ofíṹ  
KB ofíṹ  
WT ofíṹ  
ON ilíá  
IK ilíá  
EK ɪlɪá́  
KO ɪlɪá, ɔfɪ ̃ýé, ofíã ́  
GB ɪlɪá  
OR lɪýáɪ ́  
AT ɪĺɪá, ófíyṍ-yi  
BI ázɪza, yáá fɪ ̃-́nyée  
Notes *ɪlɪa 2 Cf. SWEEP 
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BROTHER 
Defaka a. mɔ̃ŋ́↓gí ɓáí 

b. agbara ɓáí 
 

a.=elder brother 
b.=younger brother 
J 190-1 

NK i nõmborowei/(nũmboro-
owoi) 

=my brother 

BD   
Ịb anị i nũmboru owu-tʊwɔ, mɪñã-

ɓɔ ́
a. =my brother 
b. 

Kalab a
rị 

a. mɪñã-ɓɔ ́
b. i yímb↓ré, nũmberé 

a.  
b.=my brother 

BL a. bire ómóŋgí-ɓɔ 
b. bire tʊɓ́ɔ 

a. elder 
b. younger 

KI ĩmbiré, mɪñã-ɓɔ ́  
NE mʊñã ́owei, mʊñã-́ɓɔ  
AK mũnã-wói, owei minã-́ɓɔ  
BU ɓʊńã-́wei  
OP búnã ́owei  
OY bɪnã-́wei, bʊnã ́owei  
ET kɛńĩ ́yẽĩ́-́ɓɔ ́ówéí  
EO bʊnãwéi  
BA bʊńãẃéí  
KL ɓʊńã-́wei  
AP bɪńãẃéí  
ID enẽ ́bɪna ̰ ̰owei  
OG ɛnɪ ̃ ́bɪnãawei  
GM kɛnɪ ̃yẽĩ-́bɔ zi ɔwɔ  
EG bɪnã-weí  
WO bʊnã-bɔ ́ =sibling 
FU abiréí  
AR bʊnã-wéí  
OB bɪnã ́owei  
OT bɪnã =relative 
OE kɛnɪ ̃ ́bɔ ́ówéí, bɪnã owei  
ME bɪnã owei  
KU ene kɛnɪ ̃yĩ-́bowei  
KB bɪnãwéí  
WT ɛnɪ ̃bɪnãẃei  
ON bunã owei  
IK ɓɪnɔw̃eí, bɪnãweí  
EK bɪnã owéí  
KO bɪnã owéí, *  
GB bɪnã ́  
OR bʊnã ówei  
AT ɗúmẽŕẽ,́ (i)beré  
BI (i)dúmẽŕẽ ́  
Notes *ɓɪnã owei/ɓɔ 1 2/-  
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BUFFALO/"BUSHCOW" 
Defaka     ebe J 157 [or bush-pig?] 
NK     piri 

oɓõĩ  
?bush-pig?? 

BD       
Ịb anị  piri 

nãḿbulo 
   =bush-cow 

Kalab arị     átʊ ́ <Igbo átʊ ́
BL  piri 

nãmbílo 
   =bush-cow 

KI  piri 
nãmbulo 

   =bush-cow 

NE    ɔkʊ ́   
AK    ɔkɔ   
BU agóri   ɔkʊŕʊ   
OP agóri      
OY ogorí/agorí  anda-

owei¹ 
  ¹DO from Kunou and Ogbosuwari 

ET agóri      
EO agórí      
BA ogori      DO, add tone 
KL ogórí      
AP ogórí  anda-

owei¹ 
  ¹DO from Sampou-Apoi 

ID ogori     DO, add tone 
OG    ɔgawei¹ agɪra² ? ¹DO, add tone ²mistake, sitatunga 
GM  bou ivĩ    =bush-cow 
EG ogorí      
WO ogorí      
FU ogorí      
AR ogorí      
OB ogorí      
OT ogorí      
OE ogóri 

 
 ãndá 

ówéí¹ 
  ¹proverbial; also DO from Ekogbene 

ME ogóri  ãndá 
ówéí¹ 

  ¹DO from ‘Esama’ and Okunbiri 

KU ogóri  ãndá 
ówéí¹ 

  ¹DO 

KB ogóri¹  ãndá-
wéí 

  ¹DO from Patani 

WT ogóri  ãndá 
ówéí¹ 

  ¹DO from ‘Ebidebiri’, Bulou-Orua, 
and Egbemo-Angalabiri 

ON agóri      
IK agóri      
EK ogóri      
KO ogóri      
GB ogóri      
OR     abadɪ  
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AT ogóri ɓe ɓilé 
ogori 

   =bush-inside-buffalo 

BI  ɓe ɓílé evĩ    =bush-inside-cow 
Notes *ɜgórì 

Cf. Isoko 
oghóli 
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BUILD (V.T.) 
Defaka ãŋga J 368 
NK pí↓ká/pí↓ɣá  
BD   
Ịb anị nãḿã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nãḿã ́  

BL nãḿã ́  
KI nãḿã ́  
NE yoú  
AK kɔŕi  
BU kɔŕɪ ́  
OP kɔŕí  
OY kɔrɪ ́  
ET kɔrí  
EO kɔŕɪ ́  
BA kɔŕɪ ́  
KL kɔŕɪ ́  
AP kɔŕɪ ́  
ID kʊarɪ/kɔrɪ  
OG kɔrɪ  
GM kɔrɪ  
EG kɔrɪ  
WO kɔrɪ  
FU kɔrɪ  
AR kɔrɪ  
OB kɔrɪ  
OT kɔrɪ  
OE kɛrɪ  
ME kɛrɪ  
KU kɛrɪ  
KB kɔrɪ  
WT kɔrɪ  
ON kɔri  
IK kɔrí  
EK kɔrɪ ́  
KO kɔrɪ ́  
GB kɔrɪ ́  
OR kɔrɪ  
AT kɔrɪ  
BI kɔrʊ  
Notes   
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BULLET 
Defaka   
NK gbánã mgbɔlu =gun-seed 
BD   
Ịb anị alá↓gbá ḿgbɔĺʊ, ágɪĺɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

alá↓gbá ímbí =gun-kernel 

BL   
KI alá↓gbá mgbɔĺʊ  
NE agɪlɪ,́ ĩmgbi  
AK agɛĺɛ, ɓiyegɔt́uaya  
BU agɪĺɪ,́ osé  
OP agɛĺɛ,́ osé  
OY agelé, potó  
ET agɛlɛ,́ oseé  
EO agélé, pótó  
BA 

mgbɔĺʊ ́(make)  agɪĺɪ ́imp: 
? 

KL alágbá ĩmbi =gun-kernel 
AP agélé  
ID agele  
OG agéle  
GM agele, baa-ye  
EG agele  
WO agele  
FU agele  
AR ba ye  
OB agele  
OT agɪlɪ vowels? 
OE agele  
ME agɪlɪ vowels? 
KU buló tʊá-ye, ɛkpárɪ ́  
KB ẽmbí =button 
WT agɪĺɪ, ɛkpárɪ ́  
ON agilí, osé  
IK agɛlɛ,́ afɔrɔ,́ avíki  
EK ʊkpárʊ, ãŋgɪĺɪ  
KO ãŋgɪĺɪ, ʊkpárʊ, gbɔĺʊ  
GB ĩmbí  
OR agbála ivĩ  
AT ágɪlɪ íbi  
BI ájɪlɪ,́ sɪɓɛɛ́ ibu  
Notes Cf. GUN, SEED, KERNEL, 

BUTTON 
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BUNDLE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK ŋ gwugwu <Igbo n gwùgwù 
BD   
Ịb anị púɣú/púú  
Kalab a
rị 

pókú  

BL   
KI pókú  
NE pogu, ikpõĩ ́  
AK pogu  
BU póú  
OP   
OY pou  
ET   
EO póú  
BA póú  
KL pógú  
AP póú  
ID poɣu/pogu  
OG poɣu  
GM pou  
EG poi  
WO a. fɪnã 

b. pou 
 

FU pou  
AR poɣi  
OB pou  
OT pou  
OE poú  
ME poú  
KU pou  
KB póú  
WT fɪnɪ ̃pou ?  
ON   
IK póú tone? 
EK poú  
KO poú  
GB poú  
OR ífó  
AT pou, ófó  
BI ífó  
Notes *pókú 2/1  
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BURN (AS FIRE) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kɔri  
BD koli ‘light’ v. 
Ịb anị kɔrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔrɪ  

BL   
KI kɔrɪ ́  
NE kɔŕɪ  
AK kɔŕɪ  
BU kɔŕɪ ́  
OP kɔŕí  
OY kɔrɪɪ́  
ET kɔrií  
EO yɔɣ́ɪ,́ kɔŕɪ ́?  
BA kɔŕɪ ́  
KL kɔrɪ ́  
AP kɔrɪ ́  
ID kuarɪ/́kɔrɪ ́  
OG kɔrɪ ́  
GM kɔrɪ  
EG kɔrɪ  
WO kɔrɪ ́  
FU kɔrɪ  
AR kɔrɪ  
OB kɔrɪ ́  
OT kɔrɪ ́  
OE kɛrɪ ́  
ME kɛrɪɪ ́  
KU kɛrɪ  
KB omũ  
WT   
ON kɔrí  
IK kɔrí  
EK omũṹ  
KO kɔrɪɪ,́ omũṹ  
GB yɔgɪ ́  
OR omi  
AT emĩ,́ kɪ ̃  
BI emi, yɔɔ́ ́  
Notes *kɔrɪ/kʊarɪ 1 Cf. CATCH 
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BURN (HOUSE) (V.I.):(V.T.) 
 V.I. V.T.  
Defaka  oomã J 345 
NK jɔ↓́kú/jɔ↓́ɣú jɔḱu-mã  
BD    
Ịb anị dɔ↓́ɣʊ/́dɔ↓́ʊ ́   
Kalab a
rị 

dɔ↓́kɪ ́ ∂dɔḱɪ-́↓nã ́ d or ɗ ? n or m? 

BL  ∂dɔḱɪ-́↓mã ́  
KI dɔ↓́kɪ ́   
NE dɔgɪ ́ dɔgɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
AK dɔǵɪ dɔgi-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU kɔŕɪ,́ zɔʊ́ ́ zɔʊ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP y ̰ɔ ̃ṹ́   
OY y ̰ɔʊ̃̃ ́   
ET    
EO yɔɣ́ɪ ́   
BA zɔɣ́ɪ ́   
KL zɔɣ́ɪ ́ zɔɣ́ɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
AP zɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ zɔ̃ʊ́̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID y ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃ y ̰ɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
OG zɔʊ̃/̃zɔŋ̃ʊ ̃ zɔŋ̃ʊ-̃mɔ  
GM zɔʊ̃ ̃   
EG zɔʊ̃ ̃ zɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
WO y ̰ɔʊ̃́ ̰ yɔʊ̃-̃mɔ̃ ́  
FU jɔʊ̃/̃zɔʊ̃ ̃ jɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
AR zɔʊ̃ ̃   
OB y ̰ɔʊ̃́ ̰ y ̰ɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
OT y ̰ɔʊ̃́ ̰ y ̰ɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
OE y ̰ɔʊ̃́ ̰ y ̰ɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
ME y ̰ɔʊ̃́ ̰ y ̰ɔʊ̃́-̰mɔ  
KU y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́   
KB y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́ y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃-́mʊ̃ ́  
WT ɪy ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́   
ON ĩy ̰ɔ ̃ṹ́   
IK y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́   
EK ɪy ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́ ɪyɔ̃ʊ́̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
KO ɪy ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́ ɪyɔ̃ʊ́̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
GB omṹ  ? 
OR omi, yɔʊ́ ́  ? 
AT y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́ y ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BI emi, yɔɔ́ ́  ? 
Notes *jɔkɪ ̃-mɔ ̃causative *-dòk- ‘burn’ CHL Tv 
*-dʊngʊd- ‘be burnt’ Gen  
Bantu has same variation as Ijoid: -jòk-, -jònki ‘roast, burn’ 
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BURY (V.T.) 
Defaka libi J 367 
NK libi  
BD   
Ịb anị dipí   
Kalab a
rị 

ɗiɓí  

BL ɗiɓí  
KI ɗipií  
NE ɗiɓí  
AK ɗíɓi  
BU ɗíɓí  
OP díbí  
OY dibí ?  
ET ɗiɓií  
EO díbí  
BA díbí  
KL díbí  
AP díbí  
ID dibi  
OG dibi  
GM dibi  
EG dibi  
WO dibi  
FU dibi  
AR dibi  
OB dibi  
OT dibi  
OE dibi  
ME dibi  
KU dibi  
KB dibi  
WT dibi  
ON dibi  
IK ɗiɓií  
EK dibí  
KO dibí  
GB dibí  
OR ɗiɓi  
AT ɗuɓu  
BI zuu  
Notes *ɗipi 
**ɗipi 
PWS li begraben 
PYoruboid ’dì bury (object) 
Nupe dzu bury 
Idoma nyì bury, plant, sow 
P-Igboid ɗì bury, PJkd ndiP bury, CD Agholo ɗìɣ bury, PPAB -di BLR diɪk L bury; (plant) Cf. PLANT 
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BUSH, FOREST 
Defaka ónṹmã ́ J 103, S 
NK piri  
BD   
Ịb anị piri  
Kalab a
rị 

piri  

BL piri  
KI pirí, ɓuú tone? piri ? 
NE a. pirí 

b. ɓoú 
a. dry land 
b. mangrove 

AK ɓóu  
BU ɓóú  
OP bóú  
OY boú  
ET ɓoú  
EO bóú  
BA bóú  
KL bóú  
AP bóú  
ID bou  
OG bou  
GM bou  
EG bou  
WO bou  
FU bou  
AR bou  
OB bou  
OT bou  
OE bou  
ME bou  
KU bou  
KB bou  
WT bou  
ON bou  
IK ɓoú  
EK boú  
KO boú  
GB boú  
OR ɓou  
AT ɓe  
BI ɓe  
Notes *ɓeu 1  
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BUSH MANGO, Irvingia gabonensis 
Defaka   
NK óɓõ ́ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

piri ogbṍĩ =bush-mango 

BL   
KI ófiõṹ  
NE akpákpa ogboĩ  
AK ɓou ógboĩ =bush-mango 
BU a. ogbõ ́ĩ ́

b. ɓóú ogboĩ 
a.  
b. =bush-mango 

OP bóú ↓ógbõ ́ĩ ́ =bush-mango 
OY boú ogboĩ =bush-mango 
ET   
EO bóú ógboĩ =bush-mango 
BA bóú ogboĩ =bush-mango 
KL bóú ogboĩ =bush-mango 
AP ɓou ógbẽĩ =bush-mango 
ID boú ogboĩ =bush-mango 
OG bou ógbẽĩ =bush-mango 
GM ogbẽĩ  
EG ogbĩĩ  
WO ogbĩĩ  
FU a. ogbĩi 

b. bou ógbĩĩ 
a.  
b. =bush-mango 

AR ogbẽĩ  
OB ogboĩ  
OT ogbõĩ  
OE ogbẽĩ  
ME ogbẽĩ  
KU ogbẽĩ  
KB ogbẽĩ agbɛnɛ (seed) 
WT   
ON   
IK ogbẽĩ ́  
EK bou ogbõ ́ĩ ́ =bush-mango 
KO bou ogbṍĩ =bush-mango 
GB bou ogbẽĩ́ ́ =bush-mango 
OR ɓou ógbẽĩ =bush-mango 
AT ɓe ɓile égbẽĩ =bush-inside-

mango 
BI ɓe ɓilé egbẽĩ =bush-inside-

mango 
Notes   
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24. Red River hog, Potamochoerus porcus 
     
Defaka     
P-Ịjọ *ʊb̃ɪ    
NK     
BD     
Ịb anị  piri opórópo  =bush-pig 
Kalab arị óɓṍĩ    
BL     
KI óɓó↓ĩ ́ piri oporópo   
NE ɪm̃bɪ ́    
AK ɪm̃bée  opu ɔɓúgɔ  
BU ɔm̃bɪ ́    
OP ɔm̃bɛ ́    
OY ʊm̃bɪ    
ET ʊmɓɛ ́    
EO ʊm̃bɪ ́    
BA ʊm̃bɪ ́    
KL     
AP ʊm̃bɪ ́    
ID ɔbɪ,̃ ũmbɪ    
OG ɔbɪ    
GM ʊbɪ    
EG     
WO     
FU ubɪ    
AR ʊbɪ    
OB ũmbɪ ́    
OT     
OE ɔm̃bɪ ́    
ME ɔm̃bɪ ́    
KU ɔm̃bɪ ́    
KB ɔm̃bɪ ́    
WT ombé    
ON ʊm̃bɛ ́    
IK ʊm̃bɛ ́    
EK ʊbɪ ́    
KO ʊbɪ ́    
GB ʊbɪ ́    
OR   áká gbaá-ye  
AT ɔb́ɪ    
BI ɔb́ɪɪ́    

 
Notes: the co-existence of two related but distinct forms in Iduwini is a useful indication that the synchronic 
forms are unlikely to be reconciled. Interestingly, no neighbouring languages seem to have similar forms, 
suggesting this is an Ịjọ innovation. The Bonny forms, meaning ‘bush-pig’, incorporate an element of a 
Portuguese loanword (<porco, ‘pig’) and are thus recent creations. Wiliamson noted Mundang bɪĺì ‘porc’ as 
a possible cognate, but this seems unlikely in view of the absence of nearby cognates. 
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BUSH-RAT 
Defaka   
NK piri ofũŋguru  
BD   
Ịb anị ofṹŋguru  
Kalab a
rị 

piri ofṹŋguru,   

BL   
KI ofũŋgurú  
NE pirí eke  
AK ɓoú eke  
BU ɓóú oke:   
OP bóú ↓óké:   
OY boú oke  
ET ɓookeé  
EO bóú óke  
BA bóú óke  
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM bou óke  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR bou óke  
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME bou oke  
KU ɔrɔ ́  
KB ɔrɔɔ ́  
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB kɛnɪ ̃ tɛńɛ̃ ́ bɪla 

dɛŋ́gɪ, * 
 

OR   
AT agʊnɪ ̃ ́  
BI ɓe ɓílé ekireku  
Notes   
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BUTCHER, CUT UP (MEAT) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ké↓nĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị kɛ↓́nɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ké↓nĩ ́  

BL   
KI kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃↓́ɪ,́ pɛĺɛ ́  
NE kenĩ,́ gbadá  
AK kéni  
BU pɛɪ́ ́  
OP pɛí́  
OY pɛɪ ́  
ET pɛí  
EO pɛɪ́ ́  
BA pɛɪ́ ́  
KL pɛɪ́ ́  
AP pɛɪ́ ́  
ID pɛɪ  
OG pɛɪ  
GM pɛlɛ  
EG pɛɪ  
WO pɛɛ  
FU pɛɪ  
AR pɛɪ  
OB pɛɪ  
OT pɛɪ  
OE pɛɪ  
ME pɛɪ  
KU pɛɪ  
KB pɛɪ ́  
WT pɛɪ  
ON pɛi  
IK pɛí  
EK pɛɪ ́  
KO pɛɪ ́  
GB pɛɪ ́  
OR pɛɪ  
AT pɛɪ ́  
BI pɛɛ  
Notes   
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BUTTERFLY 
Defaka   
NK títeí-ígo  
BD   
Ịb anị pérí pírí dic 
Kalab a
rị 

pérí, ápárɪmãǵogo  

BL   
KI pérí  
NE aɓalaɓalá, ɗiri 

aɓalaɓá 
 

AK aɓalaɓala  
BU aɓáláɓála  
OP abálábala, abálábála  
OY abalabála  
ET   
EO abálábála  
BA abálábálá  
KL abálábála  
AP abálábála  
ID oru koro-koro-wei  
OG oru koro-koro-wei  
GM oru koro-wei  
EG abalabalá  
WO abalabálá  
FU abalabalá  
AR abalabála  
OB tɛmɛ  
OT abalabála  
OE abalabála  
ME abalabála  
KU abalabála  
KB abɪlabɪĺa  
WT   
ON   
IK aɓalaɓála  
EK apálɪbó  
KO okókóbarɪ ́  
GB apálɪṕálɪ  
OR odobírí  
AT óyípólópó  
BI opu kɪḿɪ ̃ ́teri-ye  
Notes   
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BUTTOCKS 
Defaka taɓá pírí↓ká J 20 
NK tiɓi paɣara  
BD   
Ịb anị otume mpára  
Kalab a
rị 

okolo ɓɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL okolo ɓɔ↓kɔ check tone 
KI tumõ a-pɛkɛɛ ́  
NE otumó pagara, igíri 

pagara 
 

AK tom-dó  
BU ɓɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
OP bíy ̰ɛ ̃ ́(páárá)  
OY bɪy ̰ɛ ̃apamã  
ET ɓɪɛ́ ́yɔ ́  
EO tú bɪb́ɪ-́ápámã ́  
BA tú bɛb́ɛ ́  
KL tú bɪb́ɪ ́ check length 
AP túú bɪb́ɪ ́ápámã ́  
ID tuu bɪ apɪmã, tubu  
OG tuɣu apɪmã  
GM tuɣu pɛrɛ ugbo  
EG tuu boi (apamã)  
WO tubu, tububu  
FU tu bɪbɪ apamã  
AR tu bɪbɪ (pamã)  
OB bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OT bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OE bɪy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ME bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
KU bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KB bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
WT bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
ON bíɛ̃ ́  
IK ɓí-ɔḿgbɔ ́  
EK inẽŋ́í  
KO inẽŋ́í, bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
GB inẽŋ́í  
OR óli okpolokpo  
AT ekpele  
BI konu kʊḿãá  
Notes   
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 \BUTTON IVORY  
Defaka    
NK ódó ḿbí   
BD    
Ịb anị ódúmbí ódú  
Kalab a
rị 

óɗúmbi óɗú  

BL    
KI óɗúmbí   
NE oɗĩmbi oɗu  
AK oɗu ĩmbi ɔɗɔ  
BU ĩmbí   
OP ĩmbí   
OY ĩmbi   
ET    
EO ĩmbí   
BA ĩmbí   
KL ĩmbí   
AP ĩmbí   
ID ibɔd́ɔ/ibɔt́ɔ ɔdʊ, kpeka  
OG ɪbɔt́ɔ ɔgbɔɣɔlɔ  
GM ibɔtɔ ́ ɔdʊ  
EG ibɔtɔ ́   
WO bɔt́ɪnɪ  <English 
FU aru ívĩ kɔ ̃  
AR ɪbɔtɔ ́ ugborugbo, ɔd́ʊ i- or ɪ-? 
OB ipɔt́ɔ ́ ɔgbɔɔlɔ  
OT ɛm̃bí   
OE ẽmbí   
ME ẽmbí agbɔɔlɔ  
KU ẽmbí   
KB ẽmbí   
WT ẽmbí   
ON ẽmbí   
IK ẽmbí   
EK ĩmbí ɔgbɔɔlɔɔ ́  
KO ĩmbí   
GB ĩmbí: bɪla aká =elephant-tooth 
OR ílóló kosówei ɔkʊrɔ  
AT íbi anã  
BI ĩmɓí ádʊ ́  
Notes Cf. KERNEL   
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BUY (V.T.) 
Defaka sɔnɔ ̃ J 329 
NK féé  
BD   
Ịb anị fɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛ ́  

BL fɛ ́  
KI fɛ/́fɛɪ́ ́  
NE fɛ  
AK hɛ  
BU fɛ ́  
OP fɛɛ́ ́  
OY fɛɛ  
ET fɛ ́?  
EO fɛɛ́ ́  
BA fɛɛ́ ́  
KL fɛɛ́ ́  
AP fɛɛ́ ́  
ID fɛɪ  
OG fɛɛ  
GM fɛ  
EG fɛɛ  
WO fɛɛ  
FU fɛɛ  
AR fɛ  
OB fɛɛ  
OT fɛɛ  
OE fɛɛ ́  
ME fɛɛ ́  
KU fɛ ́  
KB fɛɪ́ ́  
WT fɛɪ ́  
ON fɛɛ́ ́  
IK fɛɛ́ ́  
EK fɛɛ́ ́  
KO fɛɛ́ ́  
GB fɛɛ́ ́  
OR túɓo cf. BARGAIN 
AT túɓó  
BI túɓó  
Notes fɛɛ/fɛɪ 2  
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CALABASH (as elicited) 
Defaka   
NK okpoɣoró  
BD   
Ịb anị mɓapa, ɔb́a  
Kalab a
rị 

aɓʊrɔ, ɓaɓa  

BL   
KI ɓapaá, pãŋga ?  
NE ɔb́a, ɓaɓá, pãŋgá, 

egbelá 
 

AK abáa/ɔbáa  
BU ɔgbálá  
OP ugbálá ?  
OY ʊgbalá  
ET ugbagbá  
EO ʊgbálá  
BA ugbégbé/igbégbé  
KL   
AP ʊgbálá, pãã́ ́  
ID igogo, ʊgbá  
OG igogo, ʊgbá  
GM ʊgbá, pãŋã  
EG   
WO   
FU igbegbe, ugba, 

pãŋã 
 

AR igbegbe  
OB ugogo, ʊgbá  
OT   
OE agbá, pãã  
ME agbá  
KU agbá, pɪɣã, 

ɔgbɪla, atú 
 

KB agbá  
WT agbá  
ON agbá; ugbala, 

ugbagba 
 

IK ugbalá, ugbagbá  
EK agbá, pãŋgá  
KO agbá, pãã ́  
GB agbá  
OR ɜgbele  
AT agbarã̃, agba  
BI ágbá, agbɪrã̃  
Notes   
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CALABASH CUP 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI pãŋga ?  
NE pãŋgá  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP pãã́ ́  
ID   
OG   
GM pãŋã  
EG   
WO   
FU pãŋã  
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE pãã  
ME paâ  
KU pɪɣa  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK pãŋgá  
KO pãã ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes pãga 1  
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CALF (OF LEG) 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́álɛɣi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́fúro/fúró  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́fú↓ró  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́ɓʊĺɔ ́  
NE ɓʊɔ ɓiri/furo  
AK ɓuɔ ɓiri  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́ɓírí  
OP ofóú  
OY bʊwɔ ufou  
ET   
EO bʊẃɔ bírí  
BA bʊɔ́ ́bírí  
KL   
AP ufóú  
ID ifou  
OG (bʊɔ) ifou  
GM bʊɔ ufou  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊwɔ biri  
AR bʊɔ biri/ʊgbarʊ  
OB ifou  
OT   
OE ofou  
ME ofou  
KU ofou  
KB ofoú, bʊɔ́ ́ófóú  
WT ofoú  
ON   
IK   
EK ofoú  
KO ufoú/ofoú  
GB ufoú  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́óperẽ̃ĩ  
AT ɓɔ ́ɪṕɔɔ́, pɔ  
BI sanɪ ̃wárɪɪ  
Notes   
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CALL (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓũɔ ̃ J 309 
NK jori, tĩ/tĩĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃  

BL   
KI cɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE tɪ ̃ ́  
AK tɛɛ́ ̃  
BU tɪ ̃ ́  
OP tɛ̃ ́?  
OY tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET tɛĩ ́  
EO tɪɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA tɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɪɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID tɪ ̃  
OG tɪ ̃  
GM tɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪ ̃  
AR tɪ ̃  
OB tɪ ̃  
OT   
OE tɪ ̃  
ME tɪ ̃  
KU tɪ ̃  
KB tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT tɪ ̃  
ON tɛ ̃?  
IK tɛĩ ́  
EK tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KO tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR tɪɪ  
AT sɪɪ ́  
BI sɪ  
Notes *tɛɪ̃ ̃1  
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CAMWOOD 
Defaka   
NK áwú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓúrúmã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

áwʊ ́  

BL   
KI áwʊ ́  
NE ɔ̃ḿbɪ-yé, odó, ɓɛkɛ ́  
AK ihele  
BU isélé  
OP isélé  
OY isele  
ET isélé  
EO isélé  
BA isélé  
KL   
AP isélé  
ID isele  
OG isele  
GM isele  
EG   
WO   
FU isele  
AR isele  
OB isele  
OT   
OE esélé  
ME esélé  
KU esélé  
KB bike bʊv́ɪa, bʊv́ɪá ?  
WT esélé  
ON esélé  
IK isélé  
EK isélé, bʊv́íé, ɔm̃bɪ-́

ye 
 

KO isélé  
GB isélé  
OR áwʊ ́  
AT áwʊ ́  
BI bʊ ́fɛɛ́  
Notes   
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CANE-ROPE 
Defaka   
NK ĩy ̰ɔɔ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊńã,́ ágá  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊńʊ̃,́ ágá  

BL   
KI sʊńʊ̃,́ ágá  
NE ɪga, ɓoru, ɪkpʊkʊ 

ɗigi 
 

AK ɗigi  
BU apíé, ɓórú, ɔgbá  
OP apíé, ɔgbá  
OY apiye  
ET   
EO apíyé, ɔgbá  
BA apíé, bórú, ɔgbá  
KL   
AP apíé  
ID digi/dii, ɔgba  
OG digi  
GM dii  
EG   
WO   
FU dii, apio  
AR apiu  
OB dii  
OT   
OE dií, apíé  
ME dií  
KU apíú, ború, ɔgbá  
KB apíú  
WT apíú  
ON dí ?  
IK apíé  
EK apíé  
KO apíé, bórú  
GB apíí  
OR íforo  
AT ónóo  
BI ínóo  
Notes   
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CANNON 
Defaka   
NK otiɣiri  
BD   
Ịb anị kurútu  
Kalab a
rị 

kurúsu  

BL   
KI íkurúsu  
NE íkurusí  
AK ikúrúhu  
BU ikúrísi  
OP okírísi  
OY ukurísi  
ET okurusú  
EO ukúrísi  
BA kúrísi/kurísi  
KL   
AP okúrúsi  
ID kúrúzi/kurísi  
OG kúrísi/kurúsi  
GM kurúsi  
EG   
WO   
FU ukurísi  
AR ukúrísi  
OB kurísi  
OT   
OE okirizí  
ME okirizí  
KU okirizí  
KB okirizí  
WT okirizí  
ON okirizí  
IK okirisií/okirizí  
EK ukuruzí  
KO ukurizí, ukuruzí  
GB okutuzú  
OR okúrusu  
AT okurúsu  
BI okpurusúu  
Notes   
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CANOE 
Defaka ándu J 106 
NK árú  
BD   
Ịb anị árʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

árʊ ́  

BL   
KI árʊ ́  
NE arʊ  
AK aru  
BU árʊ ́  
OP árʊ ́  
OY arʊ  
ET árú  
EO árʊ ́  
BA árʊ ́  
KL   
AP árʊ ́  
ID arʊ  
OG arʊ  
GM arʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU arʊ  
AR arʊ  
OB arʊ  
OT   
OE arʊ ́  
ME arʊ ́  
KU arʊ ́  
KB arʊ ́  
WT arʊ ́  
ON árú  
IK árú  
EK árʊ ́  
KO árʊ ́  
GB árʊ ́  
OR árʊ ́  
AT árʊ ́  
BI árʊ ́  
Notes *arʊ 

**ãdʊ 
Gur:Kusaal ʔaaruŋ, 
Dagbani ŋarɔŋ, Mampruli 
ariŋŋu (Naden 1989:152) 
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CANOE POLE 
Defaka   
NK túnɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊńã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊńã ́  

BL   
KI cʊńã ́  
NE asu/asũ  
AK asu, iti  
BU asú  
OP asú  
OY asu  
ET asú  
EO así  
BA así  
KL   
AP asú  
ID asi, ɔkpá  
OG ɔkpá  
GM asu  
EG   
WO   
FU ogbolo  
AR izã  
OB asu  
OT   
OE asú  
ME asú  
KU asú  
KB asú  
WT asú  
ON asú  
IK asú  
EK asú  
KO asú  
GB asú  
OR ɔǵbalʊ ́  
AT ɪḱpɔ↓́ʊ ́  
BI asú  
Notes   
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CANOE-SEAT 
Defaka   
NK gbiɣi  
BD   
Ịb anị duru  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗuru  

BL   
KI mʊ̃ḿbʊ ́  
NE ɗuré  
AK árʊ ́ígṍṹ, igõũ  
BU ogṍṹ, árʊ ́ógṍṹ  
OP ogṍṹ  
OY arʊ ugõũ  
ET ogṍṹ  
EO ugṍṹ  
BA ugṍṹ/ukṍṹ  
KL   
AP ukṍṹ  
ID okõũ  
OG okõũ  
GM okũ, arʊ okũ  
EG   
WO   
FU ukõũ, arʊ ukõũ  
AR ukõũ  
OB ukõũ  
OT   
OE okṍṹ  
ME okṍṹ  
KU okṍṹ  
KB okṍṹ, arʊ ́okṍṹ  
WT okṍṹ  
ON okṍṹ  
IK árú ógṍṹ, ogṍṹ  
EK ukóú  
KO ukóú, árʊ ́úkóú  
GB ukóú  
OR bɛḿɛ̃ ́  
AT ígbénẽǵí, árʊ ́

ígbénẽǵi 
 

BI árʊ ́ɪǵãã́  
Notes   
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CAPE 
Defaka   
NK fílá teɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị mʊ̃ḿɔ̃ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊkʊ  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓoú ɓɛlɛʊ  
AK   
BU kpákɪɪ́ ́  
OP   
OY sɔkɪɪ́ýɔ  
ET   
EO sɔkɪɪ yɔ,́ kpákí  
BA   
KL   
AP ogbóóró  
ID obuguru, kusi, sɔkɪ  
OG obuguru  
GM sɔkɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔkɪ  
AR   
OB owõũ  
OT   
OE sɔkɪ ́yɔ ́  
ME kpakɪ ́bɪĺɔʊ́ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kpɛḱɛ ́  
KO kpɛḱɛ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
Notes   
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CARRY (CHILD AT SIDE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK lé↓ɣí, akpani ɣe tɔkú 

séke 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ŋ gásáa dí↓í  
Kalab a
rị 

dó↓gí, ígó ɓí↓ó dógi  

BL   
KI agagaá  
NE ɗɛgɪ  
AK ɗɛgɪ  
BU ɗɛɪ́ ́  
OP dɛɪ́ ́  
OY dɛɪ  
ET ɗɛí́  
EO dɛɣ́ɪ ́  
BA dɛɣ́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP dɛɪ́ ́  
ID dɛɣɪ  
OG kɔ ̃  
GM agasara kɔrɪ wɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔ ̃  
AR kɔ ̃  
OB kɔ,̃ dɛɪ  
OT   
OE sibe, dɛɪ ́  
ME dɛɪ ́  
KU dɛɪ́ ́  
KB dɛɪ́ ́  
WT dɛɪ ́  
ON dɛí́  
IK ɗɛí́  
EK dɛɪ́ ́  
KO dɛɪ́ ́  
GB dɛɪ́ ́  
OR ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT ɗɛɪ́ ́  
BI dɛɛ́ ́  
Notes ɗɛkɪ ̃3 Mundang Î ´ ŋgɛ l 

‘carry on head’ 30? 
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CARRY (CHILD ON BACK) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK okpo ɣe tɔkú séke  
BD   
Ịb anị dí↓í  
Kalab a
rị 

dó↓gí, oɓukú↓ló 
↓kpɔɔ́,kpá↓á 

 

BL   
KI ababaá  
NE kpãʊ̃ ́  
AK kpãṹ  
BU ɔgbáláɪ ́  
OP agbálá  
OY gbalá  
ET agbálá  
EO gbálá  
BA gbálá  
KL   
AP gbálá  
ID gbala  
OG gbala  
GM gbala  
EG   
WO   
FU gbala  
AR gbala  
OB gbala  
OT   
OE gbalá  
ME gbalá  
KU gbɪĺá  
KB gbɪĺá  
WT gbalá  
ON gbálá  
IK agbálá  
EK gbalá  
KO gbalá  
GB gbalá  
OR ɔḱpɔ ́  
AT kpɔ ́  
BI kpɔɔ́  
Notes   
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CARRY (LOAD) (V.T.) 
Defaka ɛ↓́kɛ ́ J 324 
NK pá↓rá, (sɛ↓́kɛ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị dí↓ɣí/dí↓í  
Kalab a
rị 

dó↓gí/dó↓kí  

BL   
KI pʊ↓́rá, dé↓kí. ɔ↓́lɔ ́  
NE pʊrá, siɓá, gɪbɪ ́  
AK púra  
BU síɓé  
OP síbé  
OY sibé  
ET siɓeé  
EO síbé  
BA síbé  
KL   
AP síbé  
ID sibe, pɪra  
OG sibe  
GM sibe  
EG   
WO   
FU pɪra, sibe  
AR pɪra  
OB sibe, pɪra  
OT   
OE sibe  
ME sibe  
KU síbé ?  
KB sibe  
WT sibe  
ON sibe  
IK suɓoó  
EK subó  
KO subó  
GB subó  
OR párá, siɓe  
AT párá  
BI pɪŕá  
Notes *pɛra 3  
 



159 

CARRYING POLE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE lʊgʊ ́pʊra-yé  
AK   
BU ɪpɪýã ́  
OP   
OY akpé-ye  
ET   
EO ɪpɪýãɪ́ ̃-́yé  
BA yé síbé ógóló  
KL   
AP   
ID akpe tɪ ̃  
OG akpe  
GM akpe  
EG   
WO   
FU akpe  
AR akpe-ye  
OB akpe  
OT   
OE akpé  
ME akpé-yé  
KU ɛpɪỹ ̰ãɪ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɪpɪỹ ̰ãɪ ̃ ́  
KO tákɪ  
GB ɪpɪã̃ɪ́ ̃  
OR ipĩṍ ?  
AT ɪpɪá́  
BI ajɔḿʊ̃ʊ́ ̃  
Notes   
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CARVE (CANOE) (V.T.) 
Defaka ebe 

eɓe 
J 370 
S 

NK kárá  
BD   
Ịb anị kárá  
Kalab a
rị 

kárá  

BL   
KI kárá  
NE kara  
AK kara  
BU kárá  
OP kárá  
OY kara  
ET kárá  
EO kárá  
BA kárá  
KL   
AP kara  
ID kara  
OG kara  
GM kara  
EG   
WO   
FU kara  
AR kara  
OB kara  
OT   
OE kará  
ME kará  
KU kɪŕá  
KB kɪŕá  
WT kará  
ON kárá  
IK kárá  
EK kárá  
KO kárá  
GB kárá  
OR (árʊ)́kára  
AT kárá  
BI kɪŕá  
Notes *kara 2  
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CASE 
Defaka   
NK ɓɛŕɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛŕɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛŕɛ ́  
NE ɓɛrɛ  
AK ɓɛrɛ  
BU ɓɛŕɛ,́ ɪgʊĺá  
OP bɛŕɛ ́  
OY ʊgʊla, bɛrɛ  
ET ɓɛŕɛ ́  
EO bɛŕɛ,́ ʊgʊĺá  
BA bɛŕɛ ́  
KL   
AP bɛŕɛ ́  
ID ɔgʊla/igʊla  
OG ɪgʊla  
GM ugʊla  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊgʊla  
AR ʊgʊla  
OB ugʊla  
OT   
OE ɔgʊĺá, mɪɛ̃ bɪbɪ  
ME ɔgʊĺá  
KU bɪb́ɪ ́  
KB ɔgɪĺá, bɪb́ɪ ́  
WT ʊgɪĺá  
ON ogúlá, miɛ bɛbɛ  
IK ɓɛŕɛ ́  
EK bɪb́ɪ ́  
KO bɪb́ɪ,́ ʊgʊĺá, bɛŕɛ ́  
GB bɪb́ɪ ́  
OR bɪɓ́ɪ ́  
AT ɓɪɪ́ ́  
BI bɪɪ́ ́  
Notes *ɓɛrɛ  
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CASSAVA (COOKED) 
Defaka akpakuru J 41 
NK ḿpatáka  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿbatáka ḿpɪtá↓ká *  
Kalab a
rị 

mbaraka  

BL   
KI ɪjápʊ, ɪjɪá́pʊ  
NE íbiabúru/ébiabúru, ipiti  
AK ĩmbáka, afúɓa  
BU ɪm̃bɪtáka  
OP ĩmbítáka  
OY ɪm̃bɪdáa  
ET abaɓúru  
EO ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá  
BA ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá  
KL ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá *  
AP ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá *  
ID bɪtáka ɔkɛĺɛ ́ *  
OG ɪbɪdáa/ɪbɪdáka  *, ɔkɛĺɛ ́  
GM ɔkɛlɛ ́  
EG imidáka  
WO mũdáka  
FU imidáka *  
AR ʊgbágʊdá  
OB ĩmbɪdáka *  
OT akɛĺɛ ́  
OE ĩmbalákalá ɪm̃bɪdáka *  
ME ɛm̃badáa ɛm̃badáka *  
KU okpomṹkʊrɔ  
KB okpoṍkʊrɔ  
WT ʊkpɔɔ̃̃ḱɔrɔ, afámõwéí  
ON ẽmbadaɣá  
IK ababúru  
EK abáburú  
KO abáburú, ɛfɛb́ʊá  
GB abáburú  
OR ɜbúru  
AT ɪdaɓɔɔ́  
BI ɔbʊrɔb́ɔ  
Notes   
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CASSAVA (FRESH) 
Defaka mpataka J 41 
NK ḿpatáka  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿbatáka ḿpɪtá↓ká *  
Kalab a
rị 

mbaraka  

BL   
KI ɪjápʊ, ɪjɪá́pʊ  
NE íbiabúru/ébiabúru, ipiti  
AK ĩmbáka, afúɓa  
BU ɪm̃bɪtáka  
OP ĩmbítáka  
OY ɪm̃bɪdáa  
ET abaɓúru  
EO ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá  
BA ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá  
KL ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá *  
AP ɪm̃bɪt́áɣá *  
ID bɪtáka ɔkɛĺɛ ́ *  
OG ɪbɪdáa/ɪbɪdáka  *, ɔkɛĺɛ ́  
GM ɔkɛlɛ ́  
EG imidáka  
WO mũdáka  
FU imidáka *  
AR ʊgbágʊdá  
OB ĩmbɪdáka *  
OT akɛĺɛ ́  
OE ĩmbalákalá ɪm̃bɪdáka *  
ME ɛm̃badáa ɛm̃badáka *  
KU okpomṹkʊrɔ  
KB okpoṍkʊrɔ  
WT ʊkpɔɔ̃̃ḱɔrɔ, afámõwéí  
ON ẽmbadaɣá  
IK ababúru  
EK abáburú  
KO abáburú, ɛfɛb́ʊá  
GB abáburú  
OR ɜbúru  
AT ɪdaɓɔɔ́  
BI ɔbʊrɔb́ɔ  
Notes   
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CAT 
Defaka bɔɔśɪ J 144 
NK pɔɔśi  
BD   
Ịb anị bɔśɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔśɪ, pusí  

BL   
KI pɔśɪ  
NE pɔśɪ, elégbesíya  
AK ilégbehía, púsi  
BU ológbósía, pɔśɪ  
OP ológbosía, pɔɔ́śi  
OY ológbo  
ET ológbo  
EO ológbó  
BA ológbo  
KL   
AP ológbo  
ID ológbo  
OG ológbo  
GM ológbo  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdɛ  
AR ɔdɛ  
OB ológbo  
OT   
OE ológbo  
ME ológbo  
KU ológbo  
KB ológbo  
WT ológbo  
ON ológbo  
IK ológbo  
EK ológbosí, pusí  
KO ológbosí  
GB ológbosí  
OR pusí  
AT élégbési  
BI ibóo  
Notes   
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CATCH (V.T.) 
Defaka arɪ J 334 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

kũ  

BL kũ dictionary  
KI   
NE kɔrɪ ́  
AK kɔŕɪ  
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID kɔrɪ  
OG kɔrɪ  
GM kɔrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɪ  
AR   
OB kɔrɪ  
OT   
OE kɛrɪ  
ME kɛrɪ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kɔrɪ ́  
KO kɔrɪ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes  Mandecom Boko RJ 

kuËÐ,... 
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CHAIN 
Defaka   
NK íkólí  
BD   
Ịb anị íkólí  
Kalab a
rị 

íkólí  

BL   
KI íkólí  
NE ɗigi igbigbiri  
AK igbirigbiri  
BU ɗígí ígbúrúgbúrú  
OP dígí ígbúrúgbúrú  
OY agɪyɔrɪ ́  
ET igbúrúgburú  
EO ɔgɪýɔŕɪ ́  
BA ɔgɪɔ́ŕɪ,́ shéni  
KL   
AP ɔgɪɔ́ŕɪ ́  
ID ɔgɪɔŕɪ  
OG ɔgɪɔŕɪ  
GM ɔgɪɔrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɪɔrɔ  
AR ɔgɪɔrɔ  
OB ɔgɪɔrɔ  
OT   
OE agɔrɔrɔ  
ME agɔrɔrɔ  
KU agʊrɔrɔ  
KB egbérégba  
WT egbérégba  
ON agiɔri  
IK igbúrúgburuú  
EK igbúrú↓gbúrú  
KO igbúrúgbúru  
GB igbúrúgbúru  
OR ɛǵɔŕɔǵɔŕɔ ́  
AT ogburugbúru, shéni  
BI igbirigbíri, cɪńɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
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CHAIR 
Defaka   
NK títimẽ ́kási  
BD   
Ịb anị kála/kpɔrɔ fɪńɪ ̃ɪkasɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪḱá↓sɪ ́yé  

BL   
KI ɪkasɪ,́ ɪkasɪ-yé  
NE ɪkásɪ  
AK ikáhɛ  
BU ɪkásɪ  
OP ikási  
OY ɪkasɪ ́  
ET ikási  
EO ɪkásɪ ́  
BA ɪkásɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɪkásɪ ́  
ID kasɪ  
OG kasɪ  
GM ɪkasɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ikasɪ ́  
AR kkasɪ ́  
OB kasɪ  
OT   
OE kasɪ ́  
ME kasɪ ́  
KU kasɪ  
KB kásɪ ́  
WT pɪrɪ timĩ ́eyí, kasɪ ́  
ON akásí,kásí  
IK ikasí  
EK ɪkasɪ ́  
KO akasɪ ́  
GB ɪkasɪ ́  
OR akasɪ  
AT ɪkasɪ  
BI akaɓa  
Notes *ɪkasɪ 4?   
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CHAMELEON 
Defaka   
NK ógumãágalaba  
BD   
Ịb anị ótumãã́ŋgala  
Kalab a
rị 

ógumãŋ́gala  

BL   
KI ógumãǵala  
NE ógumãǵala  
AK ogúmãgalaga  
BU ogúmṹgala  
OP otúmṹgalaga  
OY tumɔ̃ǵalaga  
ET ókumóŋgala  
EO otúmãǵalaga  
BA otúmãǵalaga, 

ogbónĩḱóríko 
 

KL   
AP otumãǵalaga, *  
ID otumãǵalaga  
OG otumãǵalaga  
GM otumãǵalaga  
EG   
WO   
FU osumãǵalaga  
AR osumãǵalaga  
OB otimãǵalaga  
OT   
OE tumãŋ́galãŋga  
ME odimãŋ́galãŋga  
KU odumãǵɪlaga  
KB odumãǵalaga  
WT odumãǵalaga  
ON otumãǵalaga, *  
IK ogumãǵala  
EK odumãgalɪ ́  
KO odumãgalɪ/́odumãga

lagá 
 

GB odumãǵalɪ  
OR suo-ɗuó-kóró-yé  
AT ógumãǵala  
BI ító-gɪnãɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



170 

CHANGE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK dee  
BD   
Ịb anị di-mã  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗi-mã  

BL   
KI   
NE ɗoí  
AK ɗói  
BU ɗéí  
OP   
OY deí  
ET   
EO dóí  
BA   
KL   
AP dóí  
ID doi  
OG doi  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɛlɪ, doi  
AR bɛɣɛlɪ  
OB dei  
OT   
OE dei  
ME deí  
KU dei  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK deí  
KO deí  
GB deí  
OR giríi, ɗẽĩ́  
AT iɗei  
BI wɛɛ  
Notes *iɗoi/iɗoĩ ?  
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CHARCOAL 
Defaka ãɪ́ ́ ̰ J 63 
NK á↓y ̰ĩ ́ y=g cf. egg 
BD   
Ịb anị áy ̰ɪ ̃-́ḿgbɔĺʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

áyɪḿgbɔ,́ áy ̰ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɔńɛ̃ḿɛ̃ ́  
NE ãŋgɪ  
AK ãŋgɪla  
BU fɪńɪ ̃ ́ ãŋgala, ɓʊŕɔ ́

ãŋ́gálá 
 

OP ãŋgálá, fɛńɛ̃ ́↓ãŋ́gálá  
OY ãŋgala  
ET ãŋgálá  
EO ãŋgɪĺá  
BA ãŋgɪĺá  
KL   
AP ãŋgɪĺá  
ID ãŋgɪla  
OG ɪgɪla  
GM jõṹ-dɛ agala  
EG   
WO   
FU agɪla  
AR agɪla  
OB ãŋgala  
OT   
OE ãŋgálá  
ME ãŋgálá  
KU ãŋgɪĺá  
KB ãŋgɪĺá  
WT ãŋgálá  
ON fɛnɛ ãŋgala  
IK ãŋgálá  
EK ãŋgálá  
KO fɪnɪ ̃ãŋgála  
GB ãŋgálá  
OR feni ɛý ̰ɛ ̃  
AT áy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
BI ãýɛ ́  
Notes *ãgɪ ̃2 Nasality causes 

g>y? cf. egg 
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CHEAP, BE 
Defaka   
NK ɓɔɔ túɓó  
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́lá-ɣa/-a  
Kalab a
rị 

yé lá-á, igbiki la-á  

BL   
KI túɓó kʊŕɔ-́ká, yé lá-

ká 
 

NE tuɓo lɔkɔ,́ *  
AK tuɓo lɔḱɔ  
BU túɓó lɔḱɔ ́  
OP túɓó lɔḱɔ ́  
OY tubo suú  
ET ɓɔú  
EO túbó lɔḱɔ ́  
BA túbó súú  
KL   
AP túbó súú  
ID tubo su ?  
OG ɔkpɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR ɔkpɔ  
OB   
OT   
OE (tuukpó)  
ME tukpó  
KU túbó bɔʊ  
KB túbó bɔʊ, ganɪ-ɣá  
WT tubó bɔʊ, tukpó  
ON túbó bɔu  
IK ɓɔú  
EK   
KO túbó bɔʊ,́ ɔpɔtɔ ́  
GB túbó bɔʊ ́  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ɓɔʊ́  
AT ɓɔ fɔ ́  
BI ɓɔ  
Notes   
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CHEEK 
Defaka   
NK luɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị luu  
Kalab a
rị 

íkú  

BL   
KI lokuú  
NE amgbá  
AK amgbá  
BU amgbá  
OP amgbá  
OY amgbá  
ET amgbaá  
EO amgbá  
BA amgbá  
KL   
AP amgbá  
ID ikoko tuú, agba  
OG agba  
GM agba  
EG   
WO   
FU agba  
AR agba  
OB amgba  
OT   
OE amgba  
ME amgba  
KU amgba  
KB amgba  
WT amgba kokó  
ON amgba  
IK amgbaá  
EK amgba ɔkʊ ́  
KO amgbaá  
GB amgbaá  
OR agba  
AT agbã  
BI agbã, agbakɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
Notes *loku 1 (EI) 

*ãgbã 1 
Dogon lege N Old 
root, replaced  
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CHEST 
Defaka   
NK kúɣú  
BD   
Ịb anị kúkú bíé  
Kalab a
rị 

ekpe  

BL   
KI kʊ-́ɓíé, íkíɓá  
NE ɓió tugu, kuɓu  
AK ɓie túgu  
BU agú  
OP agbóbú  
OY agbobú  
ET agbobú  
EO agbóbú/agbébú, 

ɛkpʊ ́
 

BA agbóbú  
KL   
AP agbóbú  
ID agbobu  
OG agbobu  
GM agbobu  
EG   
WO   
FU agbobu  
AR agbobu  
OB agbobu  
OT   
OE agbobu  
ME agbobu  
KU agbobu  
KB agbobu  
WT agbobu  
ON agbobu  
IK agbobuú  
EK agbobú  
KO agbobú  
GB agbobú  
OR ekpu  
AT bɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BI okpu  
Notes   
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25. Water chevrotain,  Hyemoschus aquaticus 
    
Defaka    
    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị    
BL    
KI    
NE    
AK    
BU    
OP    
OY bou óbori edú (sleeps too mũch) check both? 
ET    
EO bou óbori edú (sleeps too mũch) check both? 
BA    
KL    
AP    
ID  edu Letugbene CBP check pron 
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR    
OB    
OT    
OE    
ME  edí CBP > dic 
KU    
KB    
WT bou obori  CBP check pron 
ON    
IK bou oɓóri  =bush goat’ 
EK    
KO bou óbori  =bush goat’ 
GB bou obóri  =bush goat’ 
OR diberi  check sp.(CBP) 
AT be obori  check sp.(CBP) 
BI debarɪ   
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   Added later (CBP) 
 
Notes: The water chevrotain is a little-seen species, and it is through the mammal survey of Bruce Powell 
that it was added to the comparative wordlist somewhat late in the day. The concept of the water chevrotain 
as a ‘bush-goat’ is found in neighboruing non-Ịjọ languages. 
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CHEW 
Defaka   
NK toɣori  
BD   
Ịb anị túurú  
Kalab a
rị 

tokurú  

BL   
KI ɗʊ↓́kɔ,́ tokurú  
NE togurú, lʊkɔ ́  
AK togúru  
BU ɗʊʊ́ ́  
OP dɔ ́  
OY dʊʊ  
ET   
EO dʊɣ́ʊ ́  
BA dʊ ́  
KL   
AP dʊʊ́ ́  
ID dʊɣʊ/dʊʊ, 

gbo(ɣ)oro 
 

OG toɣori, dʊɣʊ  
GM dʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU toori  
AR dʊɣʊ  
OB gbooro, dʊʊ  
OT   
OE dʊʊ ́  
ME dʊʊ ́  
KU gbóóró  
KB dʊ ́  
WT dʊʊ ́  
ON dɔ ́  
IK ɗɔ ́  
EK gbééré, dʊʊ́,́ toorú  
KO dʊʊ́,́ gbéré, toorú  
GB dʊʊ́ ́  
OR ɗʊʊ́!́  
AT ɗʊʊ́ ́  
BI dʊʊ́ ́  
Notes *tokori 1  
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CHEWSTICK 
Defaka   
NK lúkɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊḱɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊḱɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗʊḱɔ ́  
NE lʊkɔ, aka ɪsɪ-ye  
AK lɔkɔ  
BU ɗʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
OP dʊ̃w̃́ɔ̃ ́  
OY dʊw̃̃ɔ ̃  
ET ɗʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
EO dʊ̃w̃́ɔ̃ ́  
BA dʊ̃w̃́ɔ̃,́ dʊ̃w̃́ɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP dʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
ID dʊŋ̃ɔ ̃  
OG dʊɔ̃/̃dʊŋ̃ɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM dʊɔ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃ʊ̃ ́  
AR dʊw̃̃ɔ ̃  
OB d ɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
OT   
OE d ɔ-̃wɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ME d ɔ-̃wɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KU dʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
KB dʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
WT d ɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ON dʊ̃ɔ́ ̃ ́  
IK   
EK dúí  
KO dúí, dʊ-́yé  
GB dʊ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃ʊ̃ ́  
OR ɗɔ̃ḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ w̃ > m 
AT ɗʊ́w̰̃ɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
BI dú-yée  
Notes ɗʊkɔʊ̃ ̃?  
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CHIEF 
Defaka dẽẽ́ ́ S 
NK (álá-ɓɔ/́ówoi)  
BD   
Ịb anị álá-ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

álá-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI álá-ɓɔ ́  
NE ala-ɓɔ  
AK polo yanã-ɓɔ/-mõi  
BU amã ́ ókósú-wéí, 

alápʊ ́
 

OP alápú  
OY alapʊ  
ET alá-wéí  
EO alápʊ-́wéí  
BA alápʊ ́  
KL   
AP póló tɪb́ɪ ́ówéí  
ID amã kɔrɪ/nãnã/dii 

owei 
 

OG amã okosi-wei  
GM amã di kɪmɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU amã dii owei  
AR pɛrɛ gbólú wei  
OB amã ɔ kosu owei  
OT   
OE ʊgʊĺá sʊɔ́ ́ówéí  
ME cif  
KU amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
KB amã ́dí ówéí  
WT amã ́dí ówéí  
ON bírí nãńã ́ówéí  
IK amã ́ ókósú-wéí,kɔt́ 

alowei 
 

EK wárɪ ́daa kɪmɪ ̃  
KO ɔlá/alá ówéí  
GB bírí kósú ówéí  
OR pɛrɛ (ówéí)  
AT   
BI pɪrɛ  
Notes   
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CHILD 
Defaka awo 

bɔ m 
J 186, S young person 
S child of someone 

NK tɔɣú, (tɔkʊ)  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊwɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

tʊɓo  

BL   
KI tɔkʊʊ ́  
NE tɔǵʊ  
AK awɔɔ́  
BU tʊb́ɔʊ́ ́  
OP túbɔú́  
OY tɔbɔʊ́  
ET tuɓɔú  
EO tɔbɔʊ́ ́  
BA tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
ID tɔbɔ/tʊbɔ  
OG tɔbɔʊ  
GM ɛnɪ ̃ ́tɔbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɔbɔʊ  
AR tɔbɔʊ  
OB tʊbɔʊ  
OT   
OE tʊbʊɔ  
ME tʊbɔ  
KU tʊbɔʊ  
KB tʊbɔɔ ́  
WT tʊbɔ  
ON tɔbɔu  
IK tuɓɔú  
EK tɔbɔʊ ́  
KO tɔbɔʊ ́  
GB tʊbɔʊ ́  
OR tɔɓɔʊ  
AT tɔɓɔ  
BI tʊɓɔ  
Notes tɔɓɔkʊ 1  
 



181 

CHILDREN 
Defaka ɛwɛrɛ mĩńĩ ́

ɛwɛrɛ 
J 187 
S 

NK awɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị awɔ(-m-ápʊ)  
Kalab a
rị 

awɔ(-mɛ̃ɛ́)  

BL   
KI awɔɔ ́  
NE ɔẃɔmã ́  
AK awɔḿɔĩ̃  
BU ɔwɔʊ́(́-aḿɔ)  
OP ɔwɔú  
OY awɔʊ ́  
ET awaɔmɔ̃ ́?  
EO ɔwɔʊ́ ́  
BA ɔwɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP ɔwɔʊ́ ́  
ID ɔwɔʊ  
OG ɔgɔʊ -g = -w 
GM ɔwɔʊ-mã ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔwɔʊ  
AR ɔwɔʊ  
OB ɔwoámã  
OT   
OE awɔʊ  
ME awɔʊ  
KU awɔ-amã ́  
KB awɔ  
WT awɔ-amã ́  
ON awɔ-amã, awɔʊ  
IK awɔ-amã ́  
EK ɔwɔamã ́  
KO ɔwɔʊ,́ ɔwɔʊ-amã ́  
GB ɔwɔʊɔmɔ̃ ́  
OR awʊḿã  
AT akɪótu/akiétu  
BI tʊɓɔʊ-mɪ ̃ńɪ. awʊ-cɪ-́

mɪñɪ 
 

Notes ɔgɔʊ ? 1  
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Chimpanzee, ‘Gorilla’, Pan troglodytes 
Defaka   
NK átɔ ́?  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị ɓárá ↓nãḿã ́  
BL   
KI   
NE tele  
AK tele  
BU télé  
OP télé  
OY ilé  
ET elé  
EO télé ɔsá 
BA  ɔsá 
KL   
AP elé  
ID ile ɔsa 
OG ile ɔsa 
GM  ɔsa 
EG   
WO   
FU  ɔsa 
AR  ɔsa 
OB ile  
OT   
OE elé  
ME elé  
KU elé  
KB elé  
WT   
ON elé  
IK elé  
EK elé  
KO elé  
GB elé  
OR okurówéí  
AT   
BI   
   

 
Notes: the alternation of tele/ele is highly unusual for Ijoid and may indicate sporadic borrowings. Delta 
Edoid has the longer form idegele and this could perhaps be the source of the *tele roots. Both forms are 
also found in Central Delta. The *osa forms are probably borrowings from Igboid. 
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\CHIN 
Defaka ɪḿãŋ́gɪ ́ J 10 
NK abɔɣu tie, (luku)  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓápó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓéké↓ké 
íkú 

cf. Dogon be N 
J 10 

BL   
KI ɓápúkó/ɓápúko  
NE ɓɪɓɪ egé  
AK akpée  
BU ikpé  
OP ikpé  
OY kirí akpe  
ET ekpeé  
EO kírí ákpe  
BA kírí ákpe  
KL   
AP kírí ákpe  
ID akpe (kírí)  
OG akpe (kírí)  
GM bɪbɪ agba  
EG   
WO   
FU akpo kirí  
AR akpe kirí  
OB kiri ákpe  
OT   
OE kirí ekpe  
ME kirí ekpe  
KU ekpe  
KB ekpeé  
WT ekpeé  
ON ekpé  
IK ekpeé  
EK ekpé  
KO ekpé  
GB ekpé  
OR agba  
AT agbã  
BI okpúkurumũ, okpṹũ  
Notes   
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CHOOSE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sele  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛlɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛlɛ  

BL   
KI sɛlɛ ́  
NE sɛlɛ ́  
AK hɛĺɛ  
BU sɛĺɛ ́  
OP sɛĺɛ,́ díí kɔɔ̃ ̃?  
OY sɛlɛ,́ seri  
ET sɛlɛɛ ́  
EO sɛĺɛ,́ sórí  
BA sɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP sɛĺɛ ́  
ID sɛlɛ, sori, kɔ ̃  
OG kɔ,̃ sɛlɛ  
GM di kɔ ̃?  
EG   
WO   
FU sɛlɛ  
AR kɔ ̃  
OB seri, sɛlɛ  
OT   
OE serí, sɛlɛ  
ME serí, sɛlɛ  
KU sérí  
KB sɪlɛɛ ́  
WT sɛlɛ  
ON sɛlɛ, dii kɔɔ̃ ̃?  
IK sɛlɛ ́?  
EK sérí, sɛlɛ ́  
KO sérí, sɛlɛ ́  
GB sérí  
OR sɛlɛ  
AT sórí, sɛlɛ  
BI dii, kanɪ ̃ɪ́ acɪ, sɪlɛ n-

acɪɪ́ 
 

Notes sɛlɛ 1  
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CIRCUMCIZE 
Defaka   
NK tɔŋ́gɔ pɛlɛ  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔŋ́↓gɔ ́pɛlɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

súkú sĩ,́ tɔŋ́↓gɔ ́pɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI pɛĺɛ ́  
NE tɔŋgɔ ́ pɛlɛ, opuro-

tɪɓɪ sĩ 
 

AK pɛlɛ  
BU ɓɪńĩ ́kóro ?  
OP bénĩ ́koro  
OY binĩ ́koro  
ET ɓinĩ ́koró  
EO pɛĺɛ,́ bínĩ ́kóro  
BA tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃ pɛĺɛ  
KL   
AP tɔɔ̃̃́  ́pɛĺɛ,́ bínĩ ́kóró  
ID beni kóró, tɔŋ̃ɔɔ̃ ̃

pɛĺɛ ́
 

OG osi bɔĺɔ pɛlɛ, (tɔŋ̃ɔ)̃ 
pɛlɛ 

 

GM beni koro  
EG   
WO   
FU tɔŋ̃ɔ ̃pɛlɛ, tuu pɛlɛ  
AR tɔŋ̃ɔ ̃pɛĺɛ  
OB beni kóró  
OT   
OE beni koro  
ME beni koro  
KU bírí-(-mɔ)  
KB bírí-mɔ̃ ́  
WT birí, beni koró  
ON beni koro-mɔ  
IK ɓeni koroó  
EK beni koró  
KO bírí-mɔ̃,́ beni koró  
GB bírí-mɔ̃ ́  
OR suo ɓéni ɓiri  
AT olulu bírí  
BI minĩ ́bírí  
Notes   
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CLAW 
Defaka ámẽḿẽ ́ J 19 
NK fónĩ ́ḿmeme  
BD   
Ịb anị ímĩḿẽ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ímĩḿẽ ́  

BL   
KI ínĩḿẽ ́  
NE ofoni imeme  
AK ohoni imeme  
BU ofónĩ ́imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
OP ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
OY ofoni imimẽĩ  
ET ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
EO ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
BA ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
ID ofoni imemẽĩ  
OG (ofoni) imemẽĩ  
GM ofoni imemẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU ofinĩ ́imemẽĩ  
AR   
OB (ofoni) imemẽĩ  
OT   
OE ofónĩ ́émẽḿẽĩ́  
ME emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KU emĩḿẽĩ́ ́  
KB emĩḿẽĩ́ ́  
WT emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
ON ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
IK ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
EK ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KO ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
GB ofónĩ ́ímẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
OR ɓárá ímimi  
AT ímĩḿĩ,́ awɪ ̃-́y ̰ɛ ̃ ́

ímimi 
 

BI awʊm̃ɛ̃ ́bɪra imemi  
Notes   
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CLEAN, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK fíá-fíá, pí↓nã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪá́-fɪá́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪá́-fɪá́  

BL   
KI fɪá́-fɪá́  
NE paga, fɪa-fɪa, kɛr̃ɛ-̃

kɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃ ́
 

AK paga, wɛlɛ-wɛĺɛ  
BU fɪá́-fɪá́, páá  
OP páá  
OY paɣá, páá ?  
ET pá ?  
EO páɣá  
BA páɣá, fɪá́-fɪá́  
KL   
AP páá  
ID kɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃-́kɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃ ́  
OG pɪnã, kɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃-́kɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃ ́  
GM paɣa  
EG   
WO   
FU paɣa  
AR paɣa  
OB fɪa-fɪa, pɪr̃ɪ̃ ̃-́pɪr̃ɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE gʊɔ́-̃gʊɔ́-̃gʊɔ́,̃ *  
ME gʊã-gʊã, paá  
KU tɛɪ́ ́  
KB tɛɪ́ ́  
WT paá  
ON páá, fɪa-fɪa  
IK pá ?  
EK páá  
KO páá, fɪa-fɪá, fã ́fã ́fã ́  
GB páá, fɪá́-fɪá́  
OR   
AT páá  
BI fɪá́-fɪá́, pápáápá, *  
Notes *fɪafɪa  
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CLEAR BUSH (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK piri gbɔɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị pɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI pɛĺɛ ́  
NE gbadá, ɪsɪ ́  
AK gbáda, ɓou gbáa  
BU dɪ ̃ ́  
OP dɛ̃ĩ́/́dɛ̃,́ otúgó dɛ̃ ́  
OY dɪɪ̃,̃ sii  
ET   
EO síɣí  
BA pɛĺɛ,́ dɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP síí ?  
ID dɪ ̃  
OG dɪ ̃  
GM dɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR dɪ ̃  
OB dɪɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE dɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME dɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU dɪ ̃ ́  
KB dɪ ̃ ́  
WT dɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON dɛ̃ ́?  
IK dɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EK dɪ ̃ ́  
KO dɪ ̃,́ kpókpó  
GB dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR ɗɪ ̃ ́  
AT zɪ ̃ ́  
BI zɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
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CLIMB (V.I.) 
Defaka tãndɪ 

ãŋ́gí 
J 281 
S 

NK (tándí)  
BD   
Ịb anị tãndɪ/́tanjɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kpɔ↓́lɪ ́
í↓wó 

 
J 282 [a]scend 

BL   
KI tanjɪ ́

í↓wó 
 
dictionary ascend 

NE tãndɪ,́ kpɔlɪ ́
iwó 

 
dictionary ascend 

AK tãndí  
BU owóú  
OP   
OY uwoú  
ET   
EO uwóú  
BA uwóú  
KL   
AP uwóú  
ID iwou  
OG igou  
GM ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́ogou  
EG   
WO   
FU ugou  
AR ugou  
OB owou  
OT   
OE owóú  
ME owóú  
KU owóú  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK uwóú  
KO uwóú  
GB uwóú  
OR ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́bɪ ̃  
AT bɪ ̃ ́  
BI bɪ ̃ ́  
Notes *iwou 3  
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CLIMBING ROPE 
Defaka   
NK gbajóo  
BD   
Ịb anị dím tãndɪ díri, árɪ ́

dírí 
 

Kalab a
rị 

igba ɗíki  

BL   
KI ɪśɪ ̃ã́ ́?  
NE ɪga/ɪgá ?  
AK iga  
BU ɪgá  
OP iŋgá  
OY ɪŋga  
ET ɪŋgá ?  
EO ɪgã ́  
BA ɪgã ́  
KL   
AP ɪŋgá  
ID ɔgba, igã  
OG ɔgba  
GM igã  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪgã  
AR ɪgã  
OB ɪŋga  
OT   
OE ɛŋ̃gá  
ME ɛŋ̃gá  
KU ɛŋ̃gá  
KB   
WT   
ON iŋgá  
IK iŋgá  
EK ɪŋgá  
KO ɪŋgá  
GB ɪŋgá  
OR ɛǵã ́  
AT ɪǵã ́  
BI ɪǵã ́  
Notes *ɪg̃ã  
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CLITORIS 
Defaka   
NK ɪ↓́sálɪ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿgbɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿgbɔ ́  

BL   
KI ḿgbɔĺʊ ́  
NE ɪyãŋ́gɪ  
AK iyãŋ́a  
BU dãɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP dãĩ́ ́  
OY ogõĩ ́  
ET daĩ ́  
EO ogõ ́ĩ ́  
BA túósí  
KL   
AP ogõ ́ĩ ́  
ID ogoĩ  
OG osibɔĺɔ  
GM tuu osi  
EG   
WO   
FU tuu osi  
AR tu osi  
OB ógõĩ ́  
OT   
OE ogẽĩ́ ́  
ME ogṍĩ  
KU ogẽĩ́ ́  
KB ogẽĩ́ ́  
WT ogẽĩ́ ́  
ON (tébi) ipɔli  
IK daĩ ́  
EK ɪpɔlɪ ́  
KO ɪpɔlɪ ́  
GB ogó↓ĩ ́  
OR ɪgarɪǵbɔ  
AT ɔgɔm  
BI ɪŋgɔlʊ  
Notes   
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CLOSE (V.T.): BE CLOSED (V.I.) 
Defaka kpanã J 377 
NK gbẽ↓́ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbã↓́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI gbɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃,́ pá↓lɪ ́  
NE gbã:́ gbãã́  
AK gbã-́mɔ  
BU gbã ́  
OP gbã ́  
OY gbã,́ terí  
ET gbã ́  
EO gbã ́  
BA gbã ́  
KL   
AP gbã ́  
ID gbã: gbãɪ ̃ ́  
OG gbã: gbãɪ ̃ ́  
GM gbã  
EG   
WO   
FU gbãã  
AR gbã  
OB gbã: gbãɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE teri  
ME teri  
KU teri  
KB terií  
WT teri  
ON gbã ́  
IK gbã ́  
EK terí  
KO terí: terií  
GB terí  
OR tori  
AT teri  
BI teri  
Notes *gbãɪ ̃

**kpãnɪ/̃gbãnɪ ̃
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CLOTH 
Defaka ókúrú J 86 
NK ókúrú  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪtɛ 

ókúrú 
 
dictionary raffia 
cloth 

Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪtɛ  

BL   
KI ɓɪtɛɛ ́

ókúrú 
 
dictionary raffia 
cloth 

NE ɓɪtɛ ́  
AK ɓéte  
BU bɪd́ɛ ́  
OP bɪd́ɛ ́  
OY bɪdɛ ́  
ET bidɛ ́  
EO bɪt́ɛ ́  
BA bɪt́ɛ ́  
KL   
AP bɪd́ɛ ́  
ID bɪdɛ  
OG bɪdɛ  
GM bɪdɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪdɛ  
AR bɪdɛ  
OB bɪdɛ  
OT   
OE bɪdɛ  
ME bɪdɛ  
KU bɪdɛ  
KB bɪdɛ  
WT bɪdɛ  
ON bidɛ  
IK bidɛ ́  
EK bɪdɛ ́  
KO bɪdɛ ́  
GB bɪdɛ ́  
OR bɛdɛ  
AT íkẽĩ́ ́  
BI kẽĩ́ ́  
Notes *ɓɪtɛ 1 

**okuru 2 
 
raffia cloth 
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CLOUD 
Defaka   
NK ínẽĩ́ó́w̃ɔĩ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị so  
Kalab a
rị 

si so  

BL   
KI é↓nẽ,́ soó  
NE eneké  
AK ikpe  
BU inĩ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
OP ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́↓tɔŕú bénĩ ́  
OY agɔnɔ̃ ́tɔrʊ  
ET obudoú  
EO otítá, irĩ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
BA ɔsɔńɔ̃ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP erẽ̃ĩ́t́ɔŕʊ ́  
ID ɔgɔnɔ ̃ séí yɔ, ɔgɔnɔ ̃

tɔŕʊ ́
 

OG ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ ́  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ,́ erẽ̃ĩ tɔrʊ  
AR   
OB ebí érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
OT   
OE obudou  
ME obudu  
KU erẽ̃ĩ́t́ɔrʊ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON érẽ̃ĩ́t́ɔŕú  
IK obudoú, érẽ̃ĩ́ tɔru  
EK erẽ̃ĩ́t́ɔŕʊ ́  
KO obudoú  
GB kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ebí-mɔ̃ ́érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
OR énẽĩ́t́ɔrɪ  
AT ámã ́tɔŕɪɪ́  
BI ámã ́tɔŕʊʊ́  
Notes   
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CLUB (SOCIETY) 
Defaka   
NK ogbo  
BD   
Ịb anị ogbo  
Kalab a
rị 

ogbo  

BL   
KI ogboó  
NE ogbó  
AK ogbóo  
BU ogbó, téí ogbo  
OP ogbó  
OY ogbó  
ET ogboó  
EO ogbó  
BA ogbó  
KL   
AP sɛɪ́ ́ógbó  
ID mĩt́inã  
OG toi  
GM bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ogbo  
AR sɛɣɪ mitinĩ ́  
OB mĩt́inn  
OT   
OE ogbo, teí ogbo  
ME teí/zoru ekpudu  
KU ogbo  
KB ogboó  
WT ogbo, zorú yɔ  
ON ogbo  
IK ogboó  
EK sɛɪ́ ́ógbó  
KO ogboó  
GB ituú, ogboó  
OR agbala  
AT agbala  
BI agbɪla  
Notes *ogbo 1  
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CO-WIFE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK fúa  
BD   
Ịb anị áfɔńɔ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

áfánã-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI áfɔńɔ ̃  
NE afã-́ara/-ɓɔ  
AK hãã́  
BU fɪý ̰ã-́ara  
OP fãŕã̃ ́  
OY fãrã̃-́araʊ  
ET fãŕã̃ŕa  
EO anãf́ãŕã̃ ́  
BA yãf́ãŕã̃ ́  
KL   
AP fãŕã̃ ́  
ID yãfãrã̃  
OG ɛ yãf́ãrã̃  
GM ɛ yãf́ãrã̃-ara  
EG   
WO   
FU yãfãrã̃  
AR yãfãrã̃  
OB yãf́ãŕã̃ ́  
OT   
OE yãfãŕã̃  
ME (yã)fãŕã̃(́-áráʊ)́  
KU fɪr̃ã̃ ́  
KB fɪ ̃ŕã̃ ́  
WT fɪ ̃ŕã̃ ́  
ON fãŕã̃ ́  
IK fãŕã̃-́ara  
EK fãŕã̃-́áraʊ  
KO fãŕã̃(́-araʊ ̃  
GB fãŕã̃  
OR fanã  
AT yáfɪńãá, ɪ yafɪńã  
BI yáfɪńã-́ɓɔɔ́  
Notes *fãrã̃ 3?  
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COBWEB 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ónón↓dó, ólón↓dó  
Kalab a
rị 

olókoŋgó-ɓa warɪ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɛtɛmɛ̃t́ɛmɛ warɪ  
AK   
BU aɓóróɓóró-ɓá  
OP   
OY aboró  
ET   
EO abóróbóró-bá  
BA   
KL   
AP abóró  
ID ariri warɪ  
OG ɛtɛmɛtɛḿɛ warɪ  
GM ɛtɛmɛtɛḿɛ warɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU akpáakpáa diɣi  
AR ɔgɪɔrɔ  
OB ariri deri-wei  
OT   
OE abóró  
ME aboro  
KU aburo warɪ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK tamã-támã  
KO atamãtámã warɪ  
GB atamãtámã warɪ  
OR odiá-dɛrɪ warɪ  
AT   
BI ɪzɔrʊɪgbá warɪ  
Notes   
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COCK 
Defaka   
NK ówóí ɓɔkɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ówí ɔbɪ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ówí ɔɓɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI ówú ɔɓɔḱɔ  
NE owei ofonĩ ́  
AK owei ohoni  
BU owéí ófónĩ ́  
OP owéí ófónĩ ́  
OY owei ofinĩ ́  
ET owéí ófónĩ ́  
EO owéí ófínĩ ́  
BA owéí ófónĩ ́  
KL   
AP owéí ófónĩ ́  
ID owei ofoni  
OG oguei/ogoi, ofoni  
GM owei ofoni  
EG   
WO   
FU owei ofinĩ ́  
AR owei ofinĩ ́  
OB owei ofoni  
OT   
OE owéí ófónĩ ́  
ME owéí ófónĩ ́  
KU owei ofoni  
KB owéí ófónĩ ́  
WT owéí ófónĩ ́  
ON owéí ófónĩ ́  
IK owéí ófónĩ,́ 

kókóróko 
 

EK owéí ófónĩ ́  
KO owéí ófónĩ ́  
GB owéí ófónĩ ́  
OR owéí fénĩ ́  
AT éwéí áwɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃  
BI ówéí awũmɛ̃ɛ́  
Notes   
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COCONUT 
Defaka   
NK bĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿbí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓekinã ́mbi  

BL   
KI ɓeke-n-ímbi  
NE ɓéke ĩmbí  
AK ɓéke ĩmbi  
BU okokoɗɪá  
OP okokodía  
OY okokodɪýa  
ET okokoɗíe  
EO ikókódɪá́  
BA ikókódɪá́  
KL   
AP ikókódíá  
ID ikikódia/kokódia  
OG ikókódia  
GM kokódia  
EG   
WO   
FU ikokodiá  
AR kokodía  
OB ikokódie  
OT   
OE okokodíɛ  
ME okokodɪɛ́  
KU okokodía  
KB okokodía  
WT okokodía  
ON okokodíe  
IK okokoɗíe  
EK okokodía  
KO okokodɪá  
GB okokodía  
OR kokódiɜ  
AT okokoɗía  
BI akéebo, ákóobó  
Notes   
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COCOYAM: TYPES OF COCOYAM 
Defaka   
NK kóɓuru  
BD   
Ịb anị kúɣu/kúu  
Kalab a
rị 

íku  

BL   
KI ikúu/kúu  
NE ikeriɓú/ikereɓurú  
AK oɗúu  
BU oɗú: ɪzɔ ́óɗú  
OP bókódu; okú odu, *  
OY odú  
ET ɓokoɗú  
EO odú:pɪńã-́pɪńã ́ odu, 

* 
 

BA odú:bálábálá odu, *  
KL   
AP odú  
ID odú  
OG odú  
GM odú  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR odú  
OB odú  
OT   
OE odú  
ME odú  
KU odú  
KB odú  
WT odú  
ON odú: ɪzɔ̃ńdú, beke 

odú 
 

IK bogodú:oɗu  
EK odú: bokodú, ɪzɔ̃ ́

ódú 
 

KO odú: ɪzɔ̃ ́ ódú, beké 
odu 

 

GB odú: pɪnã ́
ódu,kuokuo odú,* 

 

OR kéré  
AT óyíɓo óɗúu: óɗúu, *  
BI ódúu: óyubógu odu  
Notes   
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COFFIN 
Defaka   
NK kínĩ ́ígbe  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊá́ ígbé  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ígbé  

BL   
KI fɪ-ɓɔ igbeé  
NE ɗʊɛɪ igba, ɪkpataká  
AK ɗuwɛi igbe, ikpatakáa  
BU ɗʊẃɛɪ́ ́ígbé, akpátáká  
OP akpátáɣá, igbé  
OY dʊwɛɪ igbe  
ET ɗúwɛí́ égbé  
EO dʊẃɔɪ́ ́ígbé, akpátá  
BA dʊẃɛɪ́/́dúwɔí́ ékpétí  
KL   
AP dʊẃɔɪ́ ́ékpétí  
ID agbadaa  
OG dʊwɛɪ ekpedi, ɪgbadaɣa  
GM dʊwɛɪ ekpedi, gbadaɣa  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊwɛɪ ekpeti, ɪkpataɣa  
AR dʊwɛɪ ekpeti  
OB dʊwɛɪ ekpedi, ɪkpadaɣa  
OT   
OE ɛkpadaa, dʊwɛɪ́ ́ékpédí  
ME ɛkpadaa, dʊwɛɪ ekpedi  
KU ɛkpɪdaá  
KB ogbuduú  
WT ogbudu  
ON ekpadaɣá  
IK ɗúwɛí́ ékpétí  
EK dʊẃɛɪ́ ́ékpédí, ogbudú  
KO dʊẃɛɪ́ ́ékpétí, ogbudú  
GB ekpétí  
OR fɪ óguɓo  
AT fɪ okóɓo, ókó↓ɓó  
BI kɪḿɪ ̃ ́zú ókúɓóo  
Notes   
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COLD, BE(COME) 
Defaka saʊ J 252 
NK ɓó↓kú/ɓó↓ɣú  
BD   
Ịb anị óɓúɣu/óɓúu  
Kalab a
rị 

óɓó↓kú  

BL   
KI óɓó↓kú  
NE ɗɔɗɔ ́  
AK ɗɔ-ɗɔɔ́/ɗɔ-ɗɔ  
BU dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
OP dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
OY dɔ-dɔ,́ seṹ  
ET ɗɔɔ́, ɗɔ-́ɗɔ ́  
EO dɔɔ́-dɔɔ́  
BA dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
ID dɔɔ(-dɔɔ́ ̃  
OG dɔɔ-dɔɔ  
GM dɔɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɔɔ  
AR dɔɔ  
OB dɔɔ  
OT   
OE kɪrɪ-kɪŕɪ,́ edídí  
ME dɔ-dɔ ́  
KU dɔ-dɔ  
KB dɔ-́dɔ ́  
WT dɔɔ́ ́  
ON dɔ-́dɔ ́  
IK ɗɔ-́ɗɔ ́  
EK dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
KO dɔɔ́-́dɔɔ́ ́  
GB dɔɔ́, dɔɔ́d́ɔɔ́ ́  
OR mʊʊ̃ɪ̃ ̃́   
AT ígbé  
BI ĩḿgbé, ékíríkáa  
Notes KOIN oɓoku 

Ịzọn ɗɔɔ-ɗɔɔ 
II ĩgbe 

3 
2 
2 
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COMB (N.) 
Defaka   
NK téɓé tĩĩ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́ɗálá ɓála, ɓala  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ ́dálá yé  

BL   
KI ádá↓lá  
NE zála/jála  
AK zála  
BU zálá-ye  
OP zálá-yi/zálái  
OY zalá-ye  
ET zálá-yi  
EO zálá-yé  
BA zálá-yé  
KL   
AP (tɪb́ɪ)́zálá-yé  
ID zalá-ye  
OG zalá-ye  
GM jalá/zalá-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU zala-yé  
AR tɪbɪ zala-ye  
OB zala-yé  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́zálá-yé  
ME zalá-ye  
KU tɪb́ɪ ́sɪĺá-yé  
KB tɪbɪ ́sálɪ-́yɛɛ ́  
WT tíbɪ ́sálá éyí ?  
ON zálá-ye  
IK zálá-yi  
EK sala-mɔ  
KO salá  
GB tɪb́ɪ ́sɪĺá-yí  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́sálá-yé  
AT sʊɓ́ʊ ́sálá yíi  
BI sɪla  
Notes   
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COMB (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sari  
BD   
Ịb anị dá↓lá  
Kalab a
rị 

dá↓lá  

BL   
KI dalá  
NE zalá/jalá  
AK zála  
BU záláɪ ́  
OP zálá  
OY zalá  
ET zálá  
EO zálá  
BA zálá  
KL   
AP zálá  
ID zala  
OG zala  
GM zala  
EG   
WO   
FU zala  
AR zala  
OB zala  
OT   
OE zalá  
ME zalá  
KU sɪĺá  
KB sálɪ ́  
WT salá  
ON zálá  
IK zálá  
EK salá  
KO salá  
GB salá  
OR sálá  
AT sálá  
BI sɪla  
Notes   
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COME 
Defaka soo J 278 
NK ɓó  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓó  

BL   
KI ɓó  
NE ɓo  
AK ɓo  
BU ɓó  
OP bó  
OY bo  
ET ɓó  
EO bó  
BA bó  
KL   
AP bó  
ID bo  
OG bo  
GM bo  
EG   
WO   
FU bo  
AR bo  
OB bo  
OT   
OE bó  
ME boó  
KU bó  
KB bó  
WT bó ?  
ON bó  
IK ɓó  
EK bó  
KO bó  
GB bó  
OR ɓóo!  
AT ɓó  
BI ɓó, ɓo  
Notes *ɓo  
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COMPLETE (V.AUX.) 
Defaka   
NK ká↓rá  
BD   
Ịb anị kárá-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

(yé) fá-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE kará, kara-mɔ̃ ́  
AK kara-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU  kárá-mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY (mɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃)́ fa-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO (mɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃)́ fáá-mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́sĩ  
ID dʊʊ-mɔ  
OG sĩ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU sĩĩ  
AR famʊ,̃ (mɪɛ̃) sĩ  
OB sĩĩ ́  
OT   
OE (mɪỹ ̰ɛ)̃ sĩ ́  
ME mɪɛ̃ sĩ  
KU mɪɛ̃ sĩĩ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK sĩĩ ́  
KO (mɪɛ̃)́ sĩĩ ́  
GB kárá-mɔ̃ ́  
OR fa-mʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́?  
AT fa-tɛɪ́-́sʊ ́  
BI famʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
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COMPOUND 
Defaka ókúnã ́ J 95, S 
NK kúnɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị nʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pʊm̃bʊ, póló  

BL   
KI póló  
NE ɓió polo  
AK polo  
BU ɓírí  
OP póló  
OY biri, idimṹ  
ET   
EO póló  
BA póló  
KL   
AP póló  
ID y ̰ĩĩ/zii tuu  
OG zii túɣú  
GM ? oturu  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ póɣólo  
AR warɪ pólo  
OB igéde  
OT   
OE pelé, bulúu  
ME polé, bulúu  
KU píléí  
KB pílé  
WT pelé  
ON pélé, wárí  
IK   
EK pélé  
KO bírí, pélé  
GB pélé  
OR obe  
AT ɓɔ,́ kɔ̃-́ɓɔ ́  
BI   
Notes *pele 2  
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CONCEIVE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK fúra  
BD   
Ịb anị fú↓rá  
Kalab a
rị 

fú↓rá, símẽ ́kɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI fú↓rá, símẽ ́  
NE furá  
AK húro  
BU ifúró  
OP ofúró  
OY ufuré  
ET ofúró  
EO fúré  
BA fúré  
KL   
AP ufúré  
ID ifuro/ifire  
OG ifire  
GM ofíre ?  
EG   
WO   
FU fure  
AR fure  
OB ofuro  
OT   
OE ofúró  
ME ofúró  
KU ofúró  
KB ofúró  
WT ofúró  
ON ofúró  
IK ofúró  
EK ufúré  
KO ufúré/ufúrá  
GB ofúróú  
OR fúrɜ  
AT fúró  
BI ánɗɛ-́mɔ  
Notes *ufurɜ  
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CONGEAL (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kpoo  
BD   
Ịb anị kpoó  
Kalab a
rị 

kpoó  

BL   
KI kpoó  
NE ikpeku, kẽŋgu, ĩnde  
AK ikpeku  
BU ĩndé, kpó  
OP   
OY ukporu  
ET   
EO ukpórú, ukpókúq  
BA   
KL   
AP kpórú  
ID kẽĩ, kporu  
OG kẽŋĩ, kporu  
GM kporo, bʊnʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ukporu  
AR ukporu  
OB kõũ, kporu  
OT   
OE kẽĩ,́ ẽndé  
ME kẽĩ ́  
KU ẽndé  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ĩndé  
KO kpakpãĩĩ́, ĩndé  
GB kpárɪ ́  
OR kpé  
AT kpókpórókpó  
BI ínɗé  
Notes *ĩɗe 2  
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CONQUER (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị sɔ ɓá, nɛ̃ŋ́gɪ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

nɛŋ̃gɪ-mã ́  

BL   
KI inu-mãá ?  
NE nɛŋ̃gɪ-mɔ̃,́ koro-mɔ  
AK nɛŋ̃ɪ-̃mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY dɛɪ̃-̃mɔ  
ET   
EO dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID dẽĩ-mɔ, ogũ gbẽĩ  
OG kʊrɔ dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
GM dɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dɛɪ̃-̃mɔ  
AR kiri gbẽĩ́  
OB ĩmbi tʊa  
OT   
OE gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME dɛɪ̃-̃mɔ  
KU dɛɪ̃ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dɛŋ̃ɪ-̃mɔ̃ ́  
KO dɛɪ̃-̃mɔ̃/́dɛŋ̃ɪ-̃mɔɔ ́  
GB dɛŋ̃ɪ-̃mɔ̃ ́  
OR ɗɛɪ̃-̃mɔ  
AT ɗɛɪ̃-̃mɔ̃,́ ɓárá ébi  
BI wínĩḿã,́ dɛɪ̃ ̃  
Notes *ɗɛg̃ɪ-mã 1 -  
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CONTRIBUTE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ótúó  
BD   
Ịb anị ósó  
Kalab a
rị 

ósó  

BL   
KI ócó  
NE otuo  
AK otuwo  
BU otúó  
OP   
OY otuwo  
ET   
EO otúwó  
BA   
KL   
AP otúó  
ID otuo  
OG otuo  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU otuo  
AR otuo  
OB otuo  
OT   
OE otúó  
ME otúó  
KU otúó  
KB otúó (tʊá́)  
WT otúó  
ON   
IK   
EK otúó  
KO otúó  
GB otúó  
OR ótúó  
AT otuwó  
BI túɓó  
Notes *otuwo/otuɓo  
 



212 

COOK (V.T.) 
Defaka tʊa J 338 cook, fry 
NK (tu ɔ)  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔ  

BL   
KI cʊɔ ́  
NE tʊɔ ́  
AK tʊẃɔ  
BU tʊɔ́ ́  
OP túwɔ ́  
OY tʊwɔ  
ET tuɔ ́  
EO tʊẃɔ ́  
BA tʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP tʊɔ́ ́  
ID tʊɔ  
OG tʊɔ  
GM tʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU tʊwɔ  
AR tʊɔ  
OB tʊwɔ  
OT   
OE tʊɔ  
ME tʊɔ  
KU tʊɔ  
KB tʊɔ ?  
WT tʊɔ  
ON tuɔ  
IK tuɔ ́  
EK tʊɔ ́  
KO tʊɔ ́  
GB tʊɔ ́  
OR tʊɔ  
AT tʊɔ  
BI tɔ  
Notes *tʊwɔ 1 Adele (TR) tɔ ́

(Heine 97) 
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COOKING POT 
Defaka ɪj́á J 68 
NK ŋ gú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI (yé cʊɔ́)́ɓɛĺɛ ́  
NE ɓɛlɛ, ye tʊɔ-wei  
AK ɓɛlɛ  
BU ɓɛĺɛ ́  
OP bɛĺɛ ́  
OY bɛlɛ  
ET ɓɛĺɛ ́  
EO bɛĺɛ ́  
BA bɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP bɛĺɛ ́  
ID bɛlɛ, fɛrɛ  
OG fɛrɛ  
GM fɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛlɛ  
AR bɛlɛ  
OB fɛrɛ  
OT   
OE bɛlɛ,́ fɪ-yáɪ ́fɛŕɛ ́  
ME bɛlɛ ́  
KU bɪĺɛ,́ ayɔ ́  
KB bike bɛlɛ,́ bɛĺɛ ́  
WT bɛlɛ ́  
ON bɛĺɛ ́  
IK ɓɛĺɛ ́  
EK bɛĺɛ ́  
KO bɛĺɛ ́  
GB bɛĺɛ ́  
OR ɓɛĺɛ ́  
AT bɛĺɛ,́ yí tʊɔ́ ́ɓɛĺɛ  
BI íŋgú, pɔt́ʊʊ́  
Notes *ɓɛlɛ 2  
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CORNER 
Defaka   
NK osoɣú ɓie  
BD   
Ịb anị Ngásá  
Kalab a
rị 

akaka  

BL   
KI ãŋ́gá  
NE ɪkɔlɪ ́  
AK kɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
BU kɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ ɪkɔḱɪ,́ ãŋgá  
OP ikɔĺí  
OY kɔɔ̃̃,́ abʊʊrʊ  
ET ikɔkí  
EO kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃, ɔbʊɣ́ʊŕʊ ́  
BA ɪkɔĺɪ,́ agbáɣárá  
KL   
AP agbáárá  
ID ɔbʊŕɔ/́ɔbʊ(ɣ)ʊrʊ  
OG agbaɣara  
GM agbaara  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ ágbaara  
AR ɔbʊrʊ  
OB ɔbʊʊrʊ  
OT   
OE ɛkɔḱɪ ́  
ME akákʊ ́  
KU akábɪŕá  
KB akábɪŕá akʊ ́  
WT akákʊ ́  
ON ikɔḱí  
IK kɔ̃ ́  
EK ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
KO ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
GB ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
OR aká, agá kɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT kɔ̃,́ ózo  
BI kɔ̃ ́  
Notes   
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CORPSE 
Defaka eze nɔ̃↓́ḿ J 206 
NK fi kínĩ ́kúkuru  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊá́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
NE ɗʊɛɪ/ɗʊwɛɪ  
AK ɗuwɛi  
BU ɗʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
OP dúwɛɪ́ ́  
OY dʊwɛɪ  
ET ɗúwɛí́  
EO dʊẃɔɪ́ ́  
BA dʊẃɛɪ́/́dʊẃɔɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP dʊẃɔɪ́ ́  
ID dʊwɛɪ  
OG dʊwɛɪ  
GM dʊwɛɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊwɛɪ  
AR dʊwɛɪ  
OB dʊwɛɪ  
OT   
OE dʊwɛɪ́ ́(ókpókpó)  
ME dʊwɛɪ́ ́  
KU dʊwɛɪ́ ́  
KB dʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
WT dʊwɛɪ́ ́  
ON dúwɛí́  
IK ɗúwɛí́  
EK dʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
KO dʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
GB dʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
OR fɪ-mʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́kɪḿɪ,̃ ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT fɪ kɪmɪ ̃ɪ́  
BI bɔḿɪɛ̃ɛ́  
Notes *ɗʊw̃̃ɛɪ̃ ̃2  
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COSTLY 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́lá  
Kalab a
rị 

yé lá  

BL   
KI yé lá, túɓó kʊŕɔ ́  
NE tuɓo kʊrɔ/́lá  
AK tuɓo kúrɔ  
BU túɓó kʊŕɔ ́  
OP túɓó kurɔ  
OY tubo kʊrɔ ́  
ET túɓó kurɔ ́  
EO túbó kʊŕɔ ́  
BA túbó kʊŕɔ ́  
KL   
AP túbó kʊŕɔ ́  
ID tubo kʊrɔ, gãrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OG tubo kʊrɔ,́ gãrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GM gãrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU tubo kʊrɔ, gããrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AR tubo kʊrɔ  
OB gããrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE gãrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME garɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU túbó kʊrɔ  
KB ganɪɪ,́ túbó kʊrɔ  
WT tubó kʊrɔ, ganɪ ̃ ́  
ON túbó kurɔ  
IK yí lá  
EK túbó kʊrɔ ́  
KO túbó kʊrɔ ́  
GB túbó kʊrɔ,́ ganɪ ̃ ́  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ɗáɓa  
AT fɔ ́kʊrɔ  
BI fɔ ́kʊrɔ  
Notes   
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COTTON-WOOD: KAPOK, "COTTON" 
Defaka   
NK ákpɔ̃ ́tĩĩ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪká↓ká: ó↓hó  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪkáka: afaláfa, 
ó↓wó 

 

BL   
KI   
NE sɪḱaká: owú  
AK hikakáa  
BU ɪsɪśáɣá  
OP   
OY asɪsáɣa  
ET   
EO asɪsaɣá  
BA asɪśáɣá  
KL   
AP asɪsáɣá  
ID asɪsaá  
OG asɪsa(ɣ)á: yaʊ ́  
GM iyawú tɪ:̃ iyawú  
EG   
WO   
FU asɪsaɣá (tɪ)̃: *  
AR iyɛwú tɪ ̃  
OB asɪsaɣá: orúrú  
OT   
OE asɪsaá: orúrú  
ME asɪsaá  
KU asɪɣaɪ ́  
KB asɪyaɪ ́  
WT asaɪ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK ɪsaɪ:́ ɪkaɪ ́  
KO ɪsaɣáɪ ́  
GB ɪsaɣá↓ɪ ́  
OR sɪyáɪ ́  
AT ɪśáá↓gá  
BI bɪŕá bĩ owéi  
Notes asɪkaka ? 4  
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COUCAL 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

obu  

BL   
KI   
NE otiti  
AK otiti  
BU otítí  
OP otítí  
OY otiti  
ET   
EO otítí  
BA otítí  
KL   
AP otítí  
ID otiti  
OG otiti  
GM otiti  
EG   
WO   
FU otiti  
AR otiti  
OB otiti  
OT   
OE otítí  
ME otítí  
KU dẽĩ́ńã ́ówéí  
KB otútú  
WT otútú  
ON   
IK otítí  
EK otítí  
KO otítí  
GB otítí  
OR ótítí  
AT ósísí  
BI étítí  
Notes *otiti 2 Centropus 

senegalensis 
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COUGH 
Defaka ólɔ ́ source?? 
NK ɔĺɔ ́  
BD kɔlɔ  
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị ɔĺɔ ́  
BL ɔlɔ  
KI ɔlɔ  
NE ɔlɔ  
AK ɔlɔ ́  
BU alɔʊ  
OP alɔ ́  
OY ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
ET ɔlɔ,́ ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
EO   
BA ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
KL ɔlɔʊ  
AP ɔlɔʊ/ɔlɔɣʊ  
ID ɔlɔʊ  
OG   
GM   
EG ɔlɔʊ  
WO ɔlɔʊ  
FU ɔlɔʊ  
AR   
OB alɔʊ́ ́  
OT   
OE   
ME alɔʊ́ ́  
KU alɔʊ́ ́  
KB alɔɔ ́  
WT alɔʊ́ ́  
ON alɔ ́  
IK alɔ ́  
EK ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
KO ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
GB ɔlɔʊ́ ́  
OR okófólom  
AT álɔɔ́  
BI álɔ,́ fúrú kɔŕɪ-́ká  
Notes ɔlɔɣʊ ? 2  
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COUNT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị kié/kɪɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪɛ̃ ̃  

BL   
KI kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
NE kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
AK kíy ̰ɛ ̃  
BU kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
OP kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
OY kɪy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ET kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
EO kɪý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
BA kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
ID kɪɪ̃ ̃  
OG kɪɪ̃ ̃  
GM kɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪɪ ̃  
AR kɪɛ̃ ̃  
OB kɪɛ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE kɪɛ̃ ̃  
ME kɪɛ̃ ̃  
KU kɪɛ̃ ̃  
KB gɪɛ̃/̃kɪɛ̃ ̃  
WT kɪɛ̃ ̃  
ON kɪɛ̃ ̃  
IK kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
EK kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
KO kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
GB kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
OR kɪɛ̃ ̃  
AT kɪɛ̃ ̃  
BI cɛ ̃  
Notes *kɪɛ̃ ̃1  
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COVENANT 
Defaka   
NK óɓɔɣ́ú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔfɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔɓ́ɔḱʊ,́ ɔfɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɔ↓́vɔ ́  
NE ɔv́ɔ  
AK ɔvɔɔ́, kúɓi  
BU ɔvɔ ́  
OP   
OY avʊwɔ ́  
ET   
EO ɔvʊẃɔ ́  
BA ɔvʊɔ́ ́?  
KL   
AP ɔvʊɔ́ ́  
ID ɔvʊɔ́ ́  
OG ɔvʊɔ́ ́  
GM ɔvʊɔ́ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔvʊɔ ́  
AR ɔvʊɔ́  
OB ɔvʊɔ́ ́  
OT   
OE avʊɔ  
ME avʊɔ  
KU avʊɔ  
KB avʊɔ  
WT avʊɔ  
ON   
IK avɔɔ ́  
EK ɔvʊɔ́  
KO ɔvʊɔ́  
GB ɔvʊɔ́  
OR ɔvɔɔ́  
AT avɔɔ́  
BI avɔ ́  
Notes *ɔvʊɔ 4? cf. Igbo ɔfɔ ́
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COVER (V.T.): BE COVERED (V.I.) 
Defaka kpanã J 375 cover (a pot) 
NK gbẽ↓́ĩ ́?  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbã↓́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI gbɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃,́ ciraá  
NE gbã,́ teri: gbãã́, téri  
AK gbãã́, teri  
BU térí  
OP gbã ́  
OY terí, gbãã ́  
ET gbã ́  
EO gbã,́ térí  
BA gbã ́  
KL   
AP gbã ́  
ID teri: terí  
OG gbã: gbãɪ ̃ ́  
GM teri  
EG   
WO   
FU teri, gbã: gbãɪ ̃ ́  
AR teri  
OB teri: terií  
OT   
OE teri  
ME teri  
KU teri  
KB terií  
WT teri  
ON gbã ́  
IK terí  
EK terí  
KO terí: terií  
GB terí  
OR tori  
AT teri  
BI teri  
Notes *gbãɪ ̃3 

**kpãnã/gbãnã 
 Ịjọ  –n->0/V̰--V̰  
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COW 
Defaka ánãḿ↓bá J 141 (zebu) 
NK nãmbulo  
BD   
Ịb anị nãmbú↓ló  
Kalab a
rị 

nãmbúlo  

BL   
KI nãmbú↓ló  
NE ovĩ  
AK ovĩ  
BU ivĩ ́  
OP avĩ ́  
OY evẽĩ  
ET avĩ ́  
EO evĩ ́  
BA evẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP evẽĩ́ ́  
ID evĩ, mãlú  
OG evĩ  
GM evẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU evĩ, ubʊ tʊa evĩ  
AR evĩ  
OB evĩ  
OT   
OE evĩ ́  
ME evĩ ́  
KU evĩ ́  
KB evĩ ́  
WT evĩ ́  
ON evĩ ́  
IK ivĩ,́ mãlú  
EK evĩ ́  
KO ivĩ ́  
GB evĩ ́  
OR évĩ ́  
AT ámã ́ kírí ogori, 

nãḿã 
 

BI évĩ,́ ánãḿã  
Notes *ɜvĩ 2 cf. Igboid éfĩ ́
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COWRY 
Defaka   
NK mbãmba  
BD   
Ịb anị ókóɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

ókóɓá/ókówá  

BL   
KI ókóɓá  
NE okóɓa  
AK okóɓa  
BU okóɓó  
OP   
OY okobó  
ET   
EO okóbá  
BA okóbá  
KL   
AP okóbá  
ID ɔkʊb́á/ɔkʊṕá  
OG ɔkʊb́a  
GM ɔkʊbá tɔrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkʊb́á tɔrʊ  
AR ɔkʊbá tɔrʊ  
OB okúbó tɔrʊ  
OT   
OE okúbo tɔrʊ  
ME evĩ ́ ókúbó, okúbo 

tɔrʊ 
 

KU okúbo tɔrʊ  
KB okúbo tɔrʊ ́  
WT okúbo tɔrʊ  
ON   
IK okóbo tɔrʊ  
EK okóba tɔrʊ  
KO okóba tɔrʊ  
GB okóbó tɔrʊ  
OR ókóɓa  
AT ókú↓bé  
BI íkuɓó  
Notes  irregular 
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CRAB, ??WATER 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị kámbúló  
Kalab a
rị 

kámbúl&o = 
og(u)rogúro 

check 

BL   
KI ákámbúló  
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB akámbará  
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Grapsid crabs including mainly Goniopsis, Metagrapsus (=Sarmatium) and Sesarma (=Chiromanthes 
+ Holometapus in Abby-Kalio's usage (CBP).  Kalab arị ‘black crab spotted with white’ (dic).  Ịb anị 
=Hairy crab that lives in swamps, mangrove crab (Wilcox).  
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CRAB, ?WATER 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK ãŋgóó  
BU   
OP   
OY ago  
ET   
EO agó  
BA agó  
KL   
AP   
ID agó  
OG agó  
GM agó  
EG agó  
WO   
FU   
AR agú  land 
OB agó  
OT   
OE agó  
ME agó  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Not yet identified.  
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CRAB, ARBOREAL (?) 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɪt́ʊ  

BL   
KI   
NE ɪtʊ ́ ‘land’ 
AK itɔ ́ ‘land’ 
BU ɪtʊ ́ ‘water’ 
OP ɔtɔ ́ ‘water’ 
OY ʊtʊ ́ ‘land’ 
ET utɔɔ ́ ‘land/water’ 
EO ʊtʊ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ʊtʊ,́ abádɪ ́ʊtʊ ocean ‘land/water’ 
ID ɔtʊ ́ ‘land’ 
OG   
GM   
EG ʊtʊ ́[u-?] ‘water’ 
WO   
FU utʊ̃/́utʊ ́ ‘land’ 
AR ʊtʊ̃ ́    ‘water’ 
OB utʊ ́     ‘land’ 
OT   
OE   
ME ʊtʊ ́ ‘beckoning’ 
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK ɔtɔ ́     ‘water’ 
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Sesarma elegans, the arboreal species of Sesarm a (B Powell, p.c., in consultation with E.J. Alagoa on 
Nẽmbe names).  
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CRAB, FIDDLER 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɛḱɛŋ́gɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɛŋ́gɛ,́ sérí sɪ ̃ ́kɛŋ́gɛ ́  

BL   
KI ákãŋ́gá  
NE akãŋga, suotoru 

walai [sp tone?] 
 

AK akãŋã  
BU   
OP   
OY ɪkã ́  
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE ɛkã ́bɪra  
ME ɛkã ́(bɪrá)  
KU ɛkã ́  
KB ɛkã,́ bou ɛkã ́  
WT ekã ́  
ON ekã,́ ogbó ékã ́  
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes East Ịjọ refers to Uca, intertidal crab whose male has large white claw, which it waves, proverbially to 
call back tide.  Found in mangrove and on open beaches.  May include Sesarma and other small 
economically unimportant spp. Kalab arị,NE 2nd name spec. fiddler  
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CRAB, FRESHWATER 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
GB ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
OR ɔv́ʊnʊ̃ ́  
AT ávʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
BI ávʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
Notes Sudanonautes (= older Potamon); amphibious freshwater swamp and stream crab; only crab present 
in non-tidal freshwater zone from Yenagoa inland; should also be present in freshwater swamps along coast. 
Only crab where hatchlings under female's abdomen.  
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CRAB, HERMIT 
NK   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ówí [<dic]  

BL   
KI   
NE ifĩ [sp tone?]  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Clibanarius, several spp. (CBP with EJA)  
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CRAB, LAND 
Defaka atu J 163 (land) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ólu, ólu-áta  
Kalab a
rị 

ólu  

BL   
KI ólu  
NE olú  
AK ilúu  
BU ilú  
OP ilú  
OY elu  
ET   
EO elú  
BA elú  
KL elú  
AP   
ID olú  
OG olú  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB olú  
OT   
OE olú  
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK elú  
EK ólu  
KO elú  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Cardisoma.  The large round-shelled crab which burrows well above the high-tide line in medium and 
high-salinity waters (inland to PH but only about 10 km inland in Akassa/Fishtown section. Trapped in 
trigger-baited tins: sold in markets, tied to sticks.  
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CRAB, LAND (OTHER) 
NK kɔḱɔli  
Ịb anị ólu-áta  
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI ákãŋ́gá  
NE akãŋga, ɪtʊ ́  
AK akãŋã, akónóɪ,́ itɔ ́  
BU   
OP   
OY ʊtʊ,́ ɪkã ́  
ET utɔɔ ́  
EO ʊtʊ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ʊtʊ ́  
ID ɔtʊ ́  
OG   
GM okorikoko  
EG   
WO   
FU utʊ̃/́utʊ ́  
AR agú, ukoriokoko  
OB utʊ,́ãŋgálá wɪrɛŋ-

wɪ* 
 

OT   
OE ɛkã ́bɪra  
ME ɛkã ́  
KU ɛkã ́  
KB ɛkã,́ bou ɛkã ́  
WT ekã ́  
ON ekã,́ ogbó ékã ́  
IK   
EK  

 
 

KO ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
GB ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
OR ɔv́ʊnʊ̃ ́  
AT ávʊr̃ʊ̃̃,́ ókú-pɛɪ́  
BI ávʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
Notes   
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CRAB, MANGROVE (LARGE:SMALL) 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɓu kɛŋ̃gɛ:́ ãŋ́gálá óɓóló  

BL   
KI   
NE akãŋgoi: isinãtoru [sp tone?]  
AK akõŋoi  
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG agala mɔ ̃ɛwɛnɪ-ɛwɛńɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB ãŋgálá wɪr̃ɛ̃-̃wɪr̃ɛ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes ‘The large and small mangrove crabs [NE] could be any of several genera of grapsid crabs -- Sesarma, 
Goniopsis, Metagrapsus, and Pachygrapsus [always small]’.  2nd Kalab arị name is smallest type of 
mangrove crab (dic).  
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CRAB, OCEAN:GHOST BEACH 
Defaka   
NK    
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE abadɪ ́ ɪkɔlɪ [dic?]: 

abadɪ ́erewɔ 
 

AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL abádɪ ́ákeru  
AP abádɪ ́ʊtʊ  
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes NE abadɪ ́ɪkɔlɪ =Portunus validus (swimming crab); abadɪ ́erewɔ =Ocypode, ghost crab of sandy sea 
beaches, 2 spp. (CBP with EJA) Fortunus ? 
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CRAB, SOFT-SHELLED 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI obopulo (Abby-

Kalio) 
 

NE obopu ɪkɔlɪ [tone?]  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes “Soft-shelled” is a descriptive term, not a genetic one.  A-K's account refers to Holometopus 
(=Sesarma in part); account refers to H. elegans, thin-legged spider-like arboreal (CBP).  Nẽmbe refers to 
recently-moulted Callinectes (CBP from EJA).  
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CRAB, SWIMMING 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea-crab) 
NK kɔḱɔlɪ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪḱɔĺɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪḱɔĺɪ  

BL   
KI   
NE ɪkɔlɪ ́  
AK ikílétɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BU ɪkɔĺɪ ́  
OP ɪkɔĺɪ ́  
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes ‘Blue’/‘swimming’ crab, with paddles on hind legs, hexagonal shell with long lateral spine on each 
side, caught by children with small circular lift nets.  Purely aquatic, marine and brackish waters (CBP, p.c.) 
Kalab arị holes, swamp; floats; brown/black  
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CRAB, THUNDER 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

so-gbúrúru kɛŋ̃gɛ ́  

BL   
KI sogbruru (A-K)  
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes Panopeus and probably other xanthid (black-fingered) crabs including the smaller Pilumnopeus and 
the more coastal stone crab Menhippe.  All are rather sluggish and dull-coloured.  The name refers to its 
strong grip, released only when thunder is heard.  
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CRAB, WATER 
Defaka ánɪ ̃ ́ J 162 (sea) 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɪḱɔĺɪ,́ ɛḱɛŋ́gɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɛŋ́gɛ,́ ɪḱɔĺɪ, 
ogurogúro 

 

BL   
KI ɪṕa, ákámbúló  
NE ɪkɔlɪ,́ abadɪ ́ erewɔ, 

akoŋgoi 
 

AK ãŋgóó,ikílétɛḿɛ̃,́akõ
ŋoi 

 

BU ɪtʊ,́ ɪkɔĺɪ ́  
OP ɔtɔ,́ ɪkɔĺɪ,́ *  
OY   
ET utɔɔ ́  
EO agó  
BA agó  
KL   
AP ʊtʊ,́ abádɪ ́ʊtʊ  
ID agó  
OG agó,agala mɔ ̃ɛwɛnɪ-

ɛwɛńɪ 
 

GM agó  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR ʊtʊ̃ ́  
OB agó, akámbará  
OT   
OE agó  
ME agʊ ́  
KU   
KB beni ɛkã ́  
WT   
ON beni kã  
IK ɔtɔ ́  
EK ólu  
KO ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
GB ɔvʊ̃ŕʊ̃ ̃  
OR ɔv́ʊnʊ̃ ́  
AT ɓeni ɓílé ávʊr̃ʊ̃ ̃  
BI ávʊr̃ʊ̃̃ ́  
Notes   
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CRACK (KERNELS) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓá ?, kɛ↓́nɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓákʊ ́  

BL   
KI kánã ́?  
NE kɪɛ̃ ̃  
AK kĩɛ ̃  
BU ɓáʊ ́  
OP báʊ ́  
OY bãɪ ̃ ́  
ET ɓáú  
EO báʊ ́  
BA báʊ ́?  
KL   
AP báʊ ́  
ID baʊ  
OG baɣʊ  
GM baɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU baa  
AR ba  
OB baa, bãʊ ̃  
OT   
OE bãɪ ̃ ́  
ME bãɪ ̃ ́  
KU bãɪ́ ̃ ́  
KB pɛɪ́,́ bãɪ́ ̃?́  
WT bãɪ ̃ ́?  
ON báṹ  
IK ɓáú  
EK báɪ ́  
KO báɪ ́  
GB pɛɪ ́  
OR ɓãʊ́̃ ́  
AT ɓãʊ́̃ ́  
BI mɛ̃ɛ́ ́  
Notes *ɓakɪ ̃? 2  
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CRACK (WITH STONE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɣ́ɪ-́sɪɣɪ/́sɪɪ́-́sɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɛ↓́ɛ,́ sɪḱɪ-́↓sɪḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɓá ?  
NE ɓagʊ  
AK ɓagu  
BU ɓáʊ ́?  
OP báʊ ́?  
OY bãɪ ̃,́ pɛɪ ́  
ET ɓáʊ ́?  
EO báʊ ́  
BA báʊ ́?  
KL   
AP   
ID ɔsɪsɪ,́ gʊɪ̃ ̃  
OG baɣʊ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU baa  
AR sã  
OB baa, bãʊ ̃  
OT   
OE bãɪ ̃ ́  
ME bãɪ ̃?  
KU fámʊ̃ ́  
KB pɛɪ,́ bãɪ́ ̃?́  
WT bãɪ ̃ ́?  
ON ɓãʊ́̃ ́  
IK ɓáʊ ́?  
EK báɪ ́  
KO báɪ ́  
GB báɪ ́  
OR gbɛɛ́  
AT ɓãʊ́̃ ́  
BI mɛ̃ɛ́ ́  
Notes ɓakɪ ̃? 2  
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CRAWL 
Defaka   
NK íkúrú  
BD   
Ịb anị íkírí  
Kalab a
rị 

íkírí  

BL   
KI íkírí  
NE ikuri/ikuru, ɓɛlɪ ́  
AK ikuri  
BU ikúrí  
OP okírí  
OY ukuri  
ET   
EO ukúrí  
BA ukúrí  
KL   
AP ukúrí  
ID ikuri  
OG ikuri  
GM ikuri  
EG   
WO   
FU ukuri  
AR ukuri  
OB okuri  
OT   
OE okírí  
ME okírí  
KU okírí  
KB okúrí  
WT okírí  
ON okírí  
IK   
EK ukúrí  
KO okírí/ukírí/ukúrí  
GB okírí  
OR íkúrí  
AT ókṹrũ̃́  
BI íkúrí  
Notes *ikuri 2  
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CRAYFISH TRAP (LOBSTER-POT) 
Defaka   
NK nkata, õ ́y ̰ĩmã ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔ̃ý ̰ɪm̃ã, ɓala  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊkʊrʊ, ɛkɪrɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɔɓʊkʊrʊʊ,́ oŋgoró  
NE ɪkɔ, kokobí, ɛkɛrɛ ́  
AK ɗa-ye ?  
BU ité  
OP ité  
OY ʊkɔʊ  
ET eteé  
EO ité  
BA íŋgi, otútú ige, súsú  
KL   
AP ité  
ID ité, akobi  
OG akobi  
GM akokobí  
EG   
WO   
FU ité  
AR ité  
OB ígɛ ̃  
OT   
OE ɛkɔʊ́,́ akɛrɛ  
ME ɛkɔʊ́ ́  
KU ɔkɔʊ́ ́  
KB ɔkɔ,́ opúrúkɔ ́  
WT ʊkɔʊ́ ́  
ON ukɔú́  
IK eteé  
EK iŋgoó  
KO iŋgoó  
GB iŋgoó  
OR ɔḱʊɔ́ ́  
AT ísú↓sú  
BI ísusú  
Notes   
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CREATE, MOULD (POT) (V.T.) 
Defaka búrá J 369 
NK témẽ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛḿɛ̃ ́  

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
NE tɛmɛ, mɪɛ̃ ́  
AK tɛmɛ, mĩɛ́  
BU tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OP tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OY tɛmɛ  
ET tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BA tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
ID tɛmɛ  
OG tɛmɛ  
GM tɛmɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛmɛ  
AR tɛmɛ  
OB tɛmɛ  
OT   
OE tɛmɛ̃ ́  
ME tɛmɛ̃ ́  
KU tɪḿɛ̃ ́  
KB tɪḿɛ̃ ́  
WT tɛmɛ̃ ́  
ON tɛḿɛ̃,́ miɛ pá-mɔ  
IK tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KO tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
GB tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OR tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
AT tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BI tʊḿɔ̃ ́  
Notes *tɛmɛ ̃  
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CREEK 
Defaka   
NK okolo  
BD   
Ịb anị okolo  
Kalab a
rị 

okoló  

BL   
KI okoloó  
NE okólo  
AK nene  
BU kálá,tɔrʊ,ɗɪńɛ̃,́ɔɓá,óró  
OP kálá, tɔru, ɔbá, óró  
OY ʊbá, oro  
ET kálá tɔru  
EO kálá tɔŕʊ,́ ʊbá, oró  
BA ʊbá  
KL   
AP kálá tɔŕʊ,́ ʊbá  
ID ɪba  
OG ɪba  
GM ʊba, okúlele ugɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU uba  
AR ʊba, bou tɔŕʊ  
OB uba  
OT   
OE soú póló/tɔŕʊ ́  
ME ɔba, poló  
KU oró, tólú, ɔba  
KB tólú, ɔbaá  
WT kalá tɔrʊ,́ ʊba  
ON tólú, kálá tɔru  
IK gɔŕɔ-́gɔŕɔ ́ɓólóú/*  
EK kálá tɔrʊ ́  
KO tólú, oróró  
GB ʊbá  
OR tɔŕɪ ́  
AT ɔba, kálá lála, kálá tɔŕɪ  
BI súmó  
Notes   
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CRICKET 
Defaka   
NK apinã  
BD   
Ịb anị ádɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ádɛ̃ɪ́ ̃/́ádáyĩ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE adãɪ,̃ zãɪ ̃  
AK ijãĩjãĩ  
BU dẽĩ́śíĩ-́síĩ ́  
OP   
OY dẽĩ sɪ-̃sɪ ̃  
ET   
EO dũĩ́ ́sɪ ̃-́sɪ ̃ ́  
BA ɪkpáɪḱpáɪ ́  
KL   
AP dũĩ́ ́sɪ ̃-́sɪ ̃,́ kírí obiri  
ID dɪ ̃sɪ-̃sɪ,̃ ɔśɪlɪ  
OG dʊɪ̃/̃dẽĩ sɪnɪnɪ, ɔśɪlɪ ́  
GM oteté  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔśɛlɛɪ ́  
AR ɔśɛlɪ ́  
OB dẽĩ ́sɪ-̃sɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE dẽĩ ́á sɪ ̃-́sɪ ̃ ́  
ME dẽĩ ́á sɪ ̃-́sɪ ̃ ́  
KU ɛkɪŕɪḱɪrɪ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dẽĩ́śɪ ̃-́sɪ ̃ ́  
KO ɪkɪŕɪḱɪŕɪ  
GB ɪkɪŕɪḱɪ↓́rɪ ́  
OR ɗẽĩ́t́été  
AT tɪ ̃ ́gɔrɔrɔ, ɓʊḿɔ̃ ́tá  
BI ɪcɪćɪrɪ ́  
Notes   
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CROCODILE, "ALLIGATOR" 
Defaka   
NK síɓírí  
BD   
Ịb anị ísíbírí  
Kalab a
rị 

síɓírí  

BL   
KI síɓírí  
NE isiɓiri  
AK hiɓiri  
BU síɓírí  
OP síbírí  
OY isibiri  
ET síɓírí  
EO síbírí  
BA síbírí  
KL   
AP síbírí  
ID sibiri  
OG sibiri  
GM sibiri  
EG   
WO   
FU sibiri, agugu  
AR sibiri  
OB sibiri  
OT   
OE sibírí  
ME sibírí  
KU síbírí  
KB esíbírí  
WT esíbírí  
ON esíbírí  
IK isíɓírí  
EK isíbírí  
KO isíbírí  
GB síbírí  
OR síɓírí  
AT síɓírí  
BI síbírí  
Notes *isiɓiri 2  
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CROCODILE, NILE (N.) 
Defaka sako    J 155 
NK saku     
BD      
Ịb anị siki     
Kalab arị seki     
BL      
KI sekií     
NE segí     
AK hégi     
BU ségí igére    
OP ségí igére    
OY  igeré    
ET  egére    
EO ségí igéré    
BA  egéré    
KL      
AP  igéré    
ID  igéré    
OG  igere, *    
GM  igere, *    
EG      
WO      
FU segi igere    
AR segi     
OB  igere    
OT      
OE  egere    
ME  egere    
KU  egíre    
KB  egíre  tɔŕʊ ́nʊ̃ḿã¹́ ¹=river 

animal 
WT  egére    
ON  egére    
IK  egére    
EK   atú   
KO segí igeré atú agúí¹ ¹<Igbo ágʊ ́

í↓yí leopard 
of water 

GB  egeré atú   
OR asẽĩgi     
AT  igẽrẽ    
BI    minĩ ́nɪ ̃ḿãá =water 

animal 
Notes *saki 1 

**sakV Mundang sìì 
63 

Cf. Isoko 
edjere 
Hubbard 329 
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CROSS (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sáɓá  
BD   
Ịb anị sáɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

sáɓá  

BL   
KI sáɓá  
NE saɓa  
AK mɛĩ  
BU ɓɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY bɛɪ̃ ̃  
ET   
EO bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID bɛɪ̃ ̃  
OG bɛɪ̃ ̃  
GM bɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɪ̃ ̃  
AR bɛɪ̃ ̃  
OB bɛɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE bɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME bɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KB bɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT bɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KO bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ asábá  
GB bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR ɓɛɪ́ ́  
AT bɛ̃ ́  
BI bɛ̃ ́  
Notes *asaɓa 2 

*ɓɛɪ̃ ̃
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CROWD 
Defaka   
NK kínĩ ́ógbo  
BD   
Ịb anị kuɓiri túminĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tominã ogbó  

BL   
KI tomõni ogbó  
NE konõŋgu itú  
AK (kõŋonũitu  
BU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú  
OP kɛḿɛ̃ ́ítú  
OY kɪmɪ ̃ikpudu/utu  
ET kɛḿɛ̃ ́ítú  
EO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú/(ikputũ  
BA kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú/íkpútú  
KL   
AP kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú/íkpútú  
ID ikpudu, bẽĩyá kɪmɪ ̃  
OG kɪmɪ ̃itu  
GM kɪmɪ-̃abʊ ukputu  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪmɪ ̃a-ikputu  
AR kɪmɪ ̃ikputu  
OB itu  
OT   
OE kɪmɪ ̃ ́ítú  
ME kʊmótú  
KU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ámã/́ékpúdú  
KB kɛḿɛ̃ ́ítú/égbúdú  
WT kɪmɪ ̃ ́ekpúdú  
ON kɛḿɛ̃ ́ítú  
IK bĩ kɛmɛ itú  
EK kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú  
KO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ítú  
GB ituú  
OR káámã (papa)  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃-́á-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ɪ́  
BI bĩ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



250 

CRY (V.I.) 
Defaka lúa J 301 weep (cry) 
NK ówú góõ/ówú góo ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ówú  
Kalab a
rị 

ówú  

BL   
KI ówú  
NE you  
AK you  
BU óú  
OP yóú/óú  
OY you  
ET óú  
EO yóú  
BA yóú  
KL   
AP yóú  
ID you  
OG you  
GM you  
EG   
WO   
FU you  
AR you  
OB you  
OT   
OE yoú  
ME yoú  
KU yóú  
KB you  
WT yoú  
ON yóú  
IK óú  
EK óú  
KO yóú  
GB ówú  
OR ówú  
AT ówú  
BI ówú  
Notes *yowu 2  
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CURE, HEAL (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK gú↓ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gʊ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab arị gʊ↓́ɔ ́  
BL   
KI gʊ↓́ɔ ́  
NE gbalɪ 

ɓɪa-mɔ̃ ́
gʊɔ ́

 
 
dic make medicine for sorcery 

AK dúwɔ  
BU zʊɔ́ ́  
OP zúɔ ́  
OY zʊwɔ  
ET zuɔ ́  
EO zʊẃɔ ́  
BA zʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP zʊɔ́ ́  
ID zʊɔ  
OG zʊɔ  
GM zʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU zʊɔ  
AR zʊɔ  
OB zʊɔ  
OT   
OE zʊwɔ  
ME zʊɔ  
KU zʊɔ, gʊɔ  
KB zʊɔ ́  
WT zʊɔ  
ON zuɔ  
IK zuɔ ́  
EK zʊɔ ́  
KO gʊɔ́¹́ 

gʊɔ́²́ 
zʊɔ ́kʊrɔ-mɔɔ ́

procure “medicine” 
treat (to curẽ 

GB zʊɔ ́  
OR bé  
AT zɔ  
BI zɔ  
Notes *jʊwɔ 3 

*gʊwɔ 2 
cure, save 
treat with “medicine” (good/bad)
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CURSE (V.T.) 
Defaka kari S kari   
NK kari  kari kari, téɓé dua  
BD      
Ịb anị wirí   karɪ ́  
Kalab arị worí   karɪ,́ órú fɪ ́  
BL      
KI worí   karɪ fɪ,́ karɪ ́  
NE worí    karɪ ́
AK wóri     
BU wórí/wérí     
OP wérí     
OY werí     
ET werí     
EO wérí     
BA wórí     
KL      
AP wérí     
ID saɪ     
OG karɪ saɪ  karɪ saɪ   
GM dɛmɛ sĩ     
EG      
WO      
FU wori     
AR wori, saɪ, bɪbɪ kɔ 

pɪrɪ 
    

OB sei kárɪ ́  sei kárɪ ́   
OT      
OE saɪ     
ME saɪ     
KU weri     
KB werií     
WT weri     
ON weri     
IK werí     
EK werí, gbɛdɛ ́     
KO werí    karɪ ́worship
GB werí     
OR weri     
AT werí     
BI woru   kalɪ, sɪ  
Notes *wori 1  CURSE SWEAR PRAY 
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CUT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pɛĺɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI pɛĺɛ ́  
NE pɛlɛ  
AK pɛlɛ  
BU pɛĺɛ ́  
OP pɛĺɛ ́  
OY pɛlɛ  
ET pɛĺɛ ́  
EO pɛĺɛ ́  
BA pɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP pɛĺɛ ́  
ID pɛlɛ  
OG pɛlɛ  
GM pɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛlɛ  
AR pɛlɛ  
OB pɛlɛ  
OT   
OE pɛlɛ ́  
ME pɛlɛ ́  
KU pɪĺɛ ́  
KB pɪĺɛ ́  
WT pɛlɛ ́  
ON pɛĺɛ ́  
IK pɛĺɛ ́  
EK pɛĺɛ ́  
KO pɛĺɛ ́  
GB pɛĺɛ ́  
OR pɛĺɛ ́  
AT pɛĺɛ ́  
BI kɛ̃,́ pɪĺɛ ́  
Notes *pɛlɛ 2  
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Greater cane rat, cutting-grass, Thryonomys swinderianus 
Defaka       
NK     nsi, nci < Igboid 
BD       
Ịb anị       
Kalab arị     ébi  
BL       
KI       
NE   ikpú pɛlɛ   = sugar-cane cutter
AK iɓueɓúe      
BU iɓúéɓúe/iɓúéɓue      
OP ibúébue      
OY ebuwébuwe      
ET       
EO ibúébúe      
BA ebúébúé      
KL       
AP ɛbʊɛ́b́ʊɛ́      
ID       
OG ebuebue ?      
GM       
EG       
WO       
FU  girigisí     
AR       
OB  egirikisi okpú 

pɛlɛ 
   

OT       
OE  egirigisi     
ME  egirikisi     
KU  egirisi     
KB  egirisi     
WT  egirisi     
ON       
IK  egiri pɛĺɛ     
EK   pɛĺɛ ́ówéí   = ‘cutter man’ 
KO  ikirí pɛĺéí    
GB   pɛĺɛí́    
OR    kɜ’yé  ? 
AT  ikiri     
BI  ikiri     
       

 
Notes: it is puzzling why this common species should have acquired so many names over such a small area. 
Many of them are epithets and some seem to have links with West African English ‘grasscutter’. *ikiri is the 
common Delta Edoid form and the similar Ịjọ forms may be borowings from this source. Bonny and similar 
western lects have a transparent borrowing from Igboid languages. The *ɛbʊɛ́b́ʊɛ́ root may well be the 
original Ijoid form, as it is not obviously connected with neighboruing languages. 



255 

DANCE (V.I.) 
Defaka sɛśɛkɪ J 303 
NK sékí  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛɣ́ɪ/́sɛɪ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɛḱɪ ́  
NE sɛgɪ  
AK hɛgi  
BU sɛɪ́ ́  
OP sɛí́  
OY sɛɪ  
ET sɛí́  
EO sɛɣ́ɪ ́  
BA sɛɣ́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP sɛɪ́ ́  
ID sɛgɪ/sɛɣɪ  
OG sɛɣɪ  
GM sɛɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU sɛɪ  
AR sɛɣɪ  
OB sɛɪ  
OT   
OE sɛɪ ́  
ME sɛɪ ́  
KU sɛɪ́ ́  
KB sɛɪ́ ́  
WT sɛɪ ́  
ON sɛí́  
IK sɛí́  
EK sɛɪ́ ́  
KO sɛɪ́ ́  
GB sɛɪ́ ́  
OR sɛɪ́ ́  
AT sɛɪ́ ́  
BI sɛɛ́ ́  
Notes *sɛḱɪ v. & n.  PCentral Gur sa PGuan caw 
Akan sàw 
Plateau: Doka tak, Ikulu tag  
Londo sák 
PManenguba ság  
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DARKNESS 
Defaka   
NK kákánã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị kánã-́kánã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kánã-́kánã,́ fúrú mĩńji  

BL   
KI kánã-́kánã,́ fúrú mẽŋ́gí  
NE atánkoro, furu mĩndi  
AK huru mẽndi  
BU ɗúkúú, séí ɗẽĩ  
OP dúkúu, séí dẽĩ  
OY dukúu  
ET sei ɗẽĩ ́  
EO díkíi  
BA líkpã ́  
KL   
AP díkíí  
ID gɔɔ́/̃geũ, sei dẽĩ  
OG gɛʊ̃ ̃  
GM likpã, sei dẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU sei dũĩ ́  
AR likpã  
OB liikpã  
OT   
OE dikóo  
ME dikóo  
KU dɪkɔɔ́, sei dẽĩ  
KB dẽĩ́-́yi, durukúu  
WT sei dẽĩ  
ON dukúu  
IK   
EK durukúu  
KO sei dẽĩ,́ durukúu  
GB kpɛɛ́ ̃ ́  
OR ata-ɗẽĩ́  
AT ákɪt́ɪḱɪ ́  
BI acedekíée  
Notes   
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DAUGHTER 
Defaka ɛśɛŕɛ ́ɓɔ↓́ḿ J 189 
NK éré tɔɣ́u-ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪyɛ kálá ɔrʊ-ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

(ɛŕɛ-́ɓɔ)́tʊɓ́ɔ, ndʊɓa  

BL   
KI éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́tɔḱʊ  
NE ɓaʊ ́  
AK ɓáu  
BU ɓáʊ ́  
OP tʊb́ɔú́, báú  
OY baʊ ́  
ET ɓaú  
EO báʊ, ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ́  
BA ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ́,́ báʊ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID ɪyɔrɔ tɔb́ɔ/tʊb́ɔ  
OG ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔʊ  
GM ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔʊ ́  
AR ɛnɪ ̃ ́ ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔʊ, ɛ 

báʊ ́
 

OB ɛnɪ ̃ ́tʊbɔʊ-mã,́ baʊ  
OT   
OE ɛm̃baʊ  
ME ɛyɔŕɔ ́tʊbɔʊ  
KU ɛm̃baʊ  
KB ɛm̃baʊ  
WT ɪm̃baʊ  
ON éré-wɔu bau, éré 

tɔbɔu 
 

IK éré-wɔ ɓaú, ãmbáú  
EK ɪm̃baʊ,́ inẽ erébaʊ  
KO baʊ ́  
GB baʊ ́  
OR éré tɔbɔʊ ́  
AT ere-ɓáa, éré tɔbɔ  
BI éré-á-tʊɓ́ɔɔ́  
Notes *ɓaʊ 1  
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DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 
Defaka   
NK ɪ tɔɣʊ taa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ tʊwɔɔ́ ta  
Kalab a
rị 

(aram)tʊɓɔ  

BL   
KI ɪya ɔgɔɔ́  
NE taɓá/fuá-ara  
AK huára  
BU yáɪ ́ta, nĩá́ta  
OP inẽ ́yaɪ ta  
OY yaɪ ́ta  
ET ɪnɪ ̃á́tá, ɪnɪ ̃ ́yáɪ ́tá  
EO yaɪ tá  
BA ɛnɪ ̃ ́yãɪ ̃ta  
KL   
AP   
ID ɛnɪ ̃ ́yaɪ ta  
OG ɛnɪ ̃ ́yaɪ ta  
GM owei tɔbɔ ́ta  
EG   
WO   
FU nɪãɪ ̃ta  
AR ɛnɪ ̃ yáɪ ta, ɛnɪ ̃ ́ tɔbɔʊ 

ta 
 

OB nɪãɪ ̃tá  
OT   
OE nɪyaɪ ta  
ME nɪaɪ ́ta, ɛnɪaɪta  
KU ɛnɪatá  
KB ɛnɪ ̃yaɪ taá  
WT ɪnɪatá  
ON nĩá́ta (=inẽ yai ta)  
IK niá ta  
EK ɪnɪyaɪ/ɪnɪa tá  
KO nɪ ̃á́tá, ɪnɪỹ ̰ãɪ ̃tá  
GB nɪá ta  
OR fúɜ� ére (tɔbɔʊ)  
AT ɪnɪãɪ ̃táa  
BI inyɛɛt́a  
Notes   
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DAY 
Defaka ofifio 

baa 
J 119 
S 

NK ɓáí  
BD   
Ịb anị énẽ,́ ɛńɛ̃-́ɓáa  
Kalab a
rị 

énẽ ́  

BL   
KI énẽ ́  
NE ene  
AK inẽ  
BU inĩ ́  
OP érẽ̃ĩ́,́ enẽĩ́ ́  
OY irẽ̃ĩ  
ET érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
EO irĩ ́  
BA érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
ID erẽ̃ĩ  
OG erẽ̃ĩ  
GM erẽ̃ĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU erĩ̃  
AR erẽ̃ĩ  
OB erẽ̃ĩ  
OT   
OE erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
ME erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
KU erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
KB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
WT erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
ON érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
IK érẽ̃ĩ́  
EK érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
KO erẽ̃ĩ́,́ báɪ ́  
GB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
OR báɪ ́  
AT érẽ̃ĩ́  
BI énĩí  
Notes   
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DAY ("MIDDLE" of week) (N.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY biri baɪ ?  
ET ɓírím ɓáí  
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP okóló-biri baɪ  
ID fɔ tubo mã ́ dẽĩ baɪ, 

fɔʊ diei 
 

OG fɔʊ diei  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB fɔʊ tubo timĩ mãá 

dẽĩ baɪ 
 

OT   
OE birí báɪ ́  
ME akɛ ̃ bɔ tímĩ,́ mã dẽĩ 

baɪ, * 
 

KU bírí báɪ ́  
KB bírí báɪ ́  
WT birí báɪ ́  
ON bírí báí  
IK ɓírí ɓáí  
EK bírí báɪ ́  
KO bírí báɪ ́  
GB bírí báɪ ́  
OR   
AT tẽĩ́ɓ́á  
BI akɪmãá  
Notes   
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DAY AFTER MARKET DAY 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE fɔʊ ene ɓá  
AK   
BU ɛkɛ̃ ́bɔɔ-mɔ ̃inĩ ́  
OP   
OY   
ET akɛ ̃ɓɔ-mɔ ̃ɓaí  
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP síí kóró báɪ ́  
ID fɔʊ tubo baɪ  
OG fɔʊ tubo baɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB fɔʊ tubo timĩ baɪ  
OT   
OE akɛ ̃bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
ME akɛ ̃bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
KU akɪ ̃bʊɔ-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
KB akɛ ̃bʊɔ-́mʊ ̃baɪ  
WT akɛ ̃bɔ-́mɔ ̃baɪ ́  
ON akɛ ̃ɓɔ-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
IK akɛ̃ ́ɓɔ-́mɔ̃ ́ɓáí  
EK ɛkɛ̃ ́ dẽĩ́-́baɪ/bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃

baɪ 
 

KO ɛkɛ ̃ dẽĩ́-́baɪ/bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃
baɪ 

 

GB ɔbɔ ̃bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
OR   
AT fʊɓ́ánɪ ̃ɪ́  
BI iguruɓa dẽĩwã  
Notes   
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DAY AFTER TOMORROW 
Defaka   
NK wó ɓóḿ buba ɓiɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị (ɓó ↓bíé)bénẽḿbene  
Kalab a
rị 

bɛŕɛ̃ ̃ḿbɛ↓́ɛ/́bɪŕɛ̃ ̃ḿbɛɛ́  

BL   
KI súsú ɓieni  
NE ɓo-yo mãrãmbaɪ ́  
AK mãrãmbai, ɓo-yɔ 

mɔrũ-bai 
 

BU ɓó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́ɓáɪ-́ɓáɪ ́  
OP bírímbáí  
OY abʊb́aɪ bɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
ET ɓubAi ɓɔ-mɔ ̃ɓaí  
EO bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́béréímbáɪ ́  
BA bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́ báɪ ́ bɔɣɔ-

mɔ ̃baɪ,* 
 

KL   
AP dũĩ́ ́báɪ ́bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
ID mãá dẽĩ berẽ̃ĩ  
OG dẽĩ-baɪ bɔɣ́ɔ-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
GM dẽĩ-baɪ bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃erẽ̃ĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU berẽ̃ĩ baɪ  
AR mã ́dũĩ baɪ  
OB dẽĩ mã érẽ̃ĩ bɔɔ-mɔ  
OT   
OE wãã ́bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́báɪ-́mɛ  
ME dẽĩ-báɪ ́bɔ-́mɔ̃ ́báɪ ́  
KU dẽĩ́-́baɪ bʊɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
KB dẽĩ́-́baɪ bʊɔ-mʊ ̃baɪ  
WT dẽĩ-́baɪ bɔ-mɔ̃ ́baɪ ́  
ON dẽĩ́b́ái bɔ-mɔ ̃bai  
IK ɓubai ɓɔ-mɔ ̃ɓaí  
EK dẽĩ́-́báɪ ́bɔɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
KO dẽĩ́-́báɪ ́bɔɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
GB ví baɪ  
OR ɓénĩ ́ɓaɪ  
AT ɓóé ɓénẽɓ́a  
BI bɪyaɓɛɛ́ ́  
Notes   
 



263 

DAY BEFORE MARKET DAY 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị álalɪ ene, óru ene  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛ-́nɪ ̃ ́ɓɪa enẽ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU fɔʊ́ ́zɔʊ́ ́ínĩ ́  
OP   
OY   
ET akɛ ̃lá-ḿ ɓai  
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP síí kúnẽĩ́b́aɪ  
ID fɔʊ yɔʊ berẽ̃ĩ/baɪ  
OG fɔʊ zɔʊ erẽ̃ĩ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB fɔʊ yɔʊ baɪ  
OT   
OE fɔʊ ́yɔʊ́ ́báɪ ́  
ME fɔʊ ́yɔʊ́ ́báɪ ́  
KU akɪ ̃lá-mɔ ̃baɪ  
KB akɛ ̃lá-m baɪ  
WT akɛ ̃lá-mɔ ̃baɪ ́  
ON akɛ ̃lá-mɔ ̃bai  
IK túɓó dɛí́ ɓáí, *  
EK ɛkɛɛ̃ ́láá-nŋɪ ̃baɪ  
KO ɛkɛ ̃lá-nŋɪ ̃baɪ  
GB ɛkɛ ̃láá-nŋɪ ̃baɪ  
OR   
AT akamãá  
BI akɪmã ́dẽĩwã  
Notes   
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DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY 
Defaka   
NK buba ɓiɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị bénẽḿbene (ɓɔŕɔḿã)́  
Kalab a
rị 

bɛŕɛ̃ ̃ḿbɛ↓́ɛ/́bɪŕɛ̃ ̃ḿbɛɛ́  

BL   
KI bɛŕɛb́ɛŕɛńɛ  
NE (ɓɔgɔ-tɛm̃ãrãmbaɪ ́  
AK ɓɔgɔ-tɛ mãrãmbaɪ/mɔrũ-bai  
BU (bɔɔ́-́dɛɪ́)́baɪ-́baɪ ́  
OP bɔ-́ɗɛɪ́ ́bírímbáɪ ́  
OY dẽĩ-baɪ ́bɔmɔ ̃baɪ  
ET ɓɔ-ɗɛi ɓuɓai ɓɔ-mɔ ̃ɓai  
EO bó-tɛɪ́ ́béréímbáɪ ́  
BA bɔɣ́ɔ-́tɛɪ́ ́báɪ ́bɔɣɔmɔ ̃baɪ  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ ́ɓɔɔ́-́dɛɪ baɪ bɔɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
ID bɔɔ-dɛ erẽ̃ĩ bɔɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
OG mɪ ̃bɔɣ́ɔ-́dɛ erẽ̃ĩ bɔɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
GM dẽĩ-baɪ bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃baɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɔɔ-tɛ baɪ  
AR berẽmbaɪ éri  
OB abʊbáɪ ́bɔɔ-mɔ  
OT   
OE bɔɔ́-́dɛ ́báɪ-́mɛ, wãã ́  
ME ɔvɪ ́baɪ, abɪb́aɪ bɔ-mɔ ̃baɪ  
KU ɔvɪ ́baɪ  
KB abʊb́aɪ ́bʊɔ-mʊ ̃baɪ, kɔ baɪ  
WT abɪb́aɪ ́bɔ-mɔ̃ ́baɪ ́  
ON vɛɛ́ bai, bubai bɔ-mɔ ̃bai  
IK ɓírímbáí  
EK víí baɪ  
KO ví báɪ  
GB bɪbaɪ bɔɔ́-́mɔ̃ ́báɪ ́  
OR ɓénĩ ́ɓáɪ ́  
AT ɓɛɛśɪɪ́ ɓénẽɓ́áa, ɓénẽɓ́áa  
BI bɪya ɓɛ ́gile  
Notes   
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DEAF, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ínĩŋ́gí  
BD   
Ịb anị biri pʊʊ,́ ínĩɣ́í/ínĩí́  
Kalab a
rị 

ínĩŋ́gí  

BL   
KI ínĩḱí NB –k- 
NE inẽŋgi  
AK inẽŋĩ  
BU inẽĩ́ ́  
OP inẽŋ́í, iyó nã-́nŋɛ ́  
OY inĩí  
ET inẽĩ́ ́  
EO inẽŋ́í  
BA inĩɣ́í ?  
KL   
AP enẽŋ́í  
ID inĩí/inẽĩ  
OG inẽĩ/inĩŋĩ  
GM inẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU inĩŋĩ  
AR inẽŋĩ  
OB inĩí  
OT   
OE enĩí́  
ME enĩí́  
KU enĩí́  
KB enẽĩ́ ́  
WT enẽĩ́ ́  
ON enĩ ́  
IK inẽĩ́ ́  
EK inẽŋ́í  
KO inẽŋ́í, berí kʊrɔ ́  
GB enĩŋ́í  
OR ɓeri fá  
AT yɔ ́nã-́á  
BI ɓeri kʊrɔ  
Notes *inẽki 3  
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DEBT 
Defaka   
NK sáí  
BD   
Ịb anị sá  
Kalab a
rị 

sá  

BL   
KI sá  
NE sa  
AK ha  
BU sá  
OP sá  
OY saa  
ET sáá ?  
EO sáá  
BA sá  
KL   
AP sáá  
ID saɪ  
OG saɪ  
GM saa  
EG   
WO   
FU saa  
AR sa  
OB saa  
OT   
OE saá  
ME saá  
KU sá  
KB sá  
WT saá  
ON sá  
IK sá  
EK sáá  
KO sáá  
GB sá  
OR sá  
AT sá  
BI sá  
Notes *saa/saɪ 2  
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DEEP, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kókóró  
BD   
Ịb anị póɣóló/póóló  
Kalab a
rị 

pókóló  

BL   
KI gbũṹ, ɔrɔ ?  
NE koro  
AK ɔrɔ  
BU ɔŕɔ,́ olóbí  
OP olóbí/olóbú  
OY olomṹ  
ET okũmbí, olobií  
EO olóbú  
BA olóbú  
KL   
AP olóbú  
ID olomũ/olobu  
OG olobu  
GM olomũ  
EG   
WO   
FU olomũ  
AR olomũ  
OB olomũ  
OT   
OE olomũ  
ME olomũ  
KU olomũ  
KB olomṹ, kúdó-kúdó  
WT olómṹ  
ON olobu  
IK olobuú  
EK olobú  
KO olobú  
GB olobú  
OR opõũ  
AT ɓʊʊ́ ́  
BI bʊʊ́ ́  
Notes   
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DEFECATE 
Defaka ngo J 269 
NK ɓíé  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓíé ?  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔ ́sú↓kú mṹ, ɓɪɛ́ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪɛ́ ́  
NE disí, pɔgʊ mũ, ɓʊla  
AK dihi  
BU ɓɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
OP bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
OY bɪy ̰ɛ ̃  
ET ɓɪɛ́ ́  
EO bɪý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
BA bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
ID bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OG bɪɛ̃ ̃  
GM bɪɛ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bĩy ̰ɛ ̃  
AR bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OB bɪy ̰ɛ ̃  
OT   
OE bɪy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ME bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
KU bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KB bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
WT bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
ON bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
IK ɓɪɛ́ ́  
EK bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KO bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃,́ sei bɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
GB bíé  
OR fɪã̃ ɓɪɛ́!́  
AT bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
BI bó nyɛɛ́  
Notes *ɓɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃2  
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DEITY 
Defaka ɔʊ́ J 205 fetish 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị órú  
Kalab a
rị 

órú  

BL   
KI órú  
NE oru  
AK oru  
BU órú  
OP órú  
OY oru  
ET órú  
EO órú  
BA órú  
KL   
AP órú  
ID oru  
OG oru  
GM oru  
EG   
WO   
FU eru  
AR eru  
OB oru  
OT   
OE orú  
ME orú  
KU orú  
KB orú  
WT orú  
ON órú  
IK órú  
EK órú  
KO órú  
GB órú  
OR érú  
AT órú  
BI opu kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
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DEMOLISH (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ká  
Kalab a
rị 

kã,́ ɓɪḱɪ-́↓mã ́  

BL   
KI kóró-↓mã,́ kpʊ↓́kpɔ ́  
NE sará, sei-mɔ̃ ́  
AK kãũ  
BU kpúkpú  
OP kpúkpú  
OY koro-mɔ̃,́ kpʊkpɔlɔ  
ET kpúkpú  
EO kpú-kpú, kpʊḱpɔĺɔ ́  
BA kpʊḱpɔĺɔ ́  
KL   
AP kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
ID gbɛgbɛlɛ/gbʊgbɔlɔ  
OG gbɔgbɔlɔ/gbʊgbɔlɔ  
GM gbɔgɔlɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU gbɔgbɔ ́  
AR gbɔgbɔ  
OB gbɔmgbɔlɔ  
OT   
OE gbɔmgbɔĺɔ ́  
ME gbɔmgbɔĺɔ ́  
KU gbɔǵbʊĺɔ ́  
KB gbʊǵbʊĺɔ ́  
WT gbʊgbɔĺɔ  
ON kpúkpú  
IK sei-mɔɔ,́ gɔǵɔĺɔ, 

kpúkpú 
 

EK gɔǵɔĺɔ ́  
KO gɔǵɔĺɔ ́  
GB sei-mɔ̃,́ gɔǵɔĺɔ ́  
OR wárɪ ́ kóro-

mɔ/kpúkpu 
 

AT kpʊḱpɔ ́  
BI kpúkpú  
Notes   
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DEW 
Defaka   
NK abira  
BD   
Ịb anị íjíríjí, ititá  
Kalab a
rị 

ígírígí  

BL   
KI íjíríjí  
NE otíta (mĩndi), 

ɔtɔḿgbɔlɔ, * 
 

AK iɓúe  
BU ɔtɔɔ́ĺɔ ́  
OP ɔtɔɔ́ĺɔ ́  
OY at ɔl̃ɔ  
ET atɔĺɔ ́  
EO ɔtɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃lɔ ́  
BA otítá á-binĩ ́  
KL   
AP ɔtɔɔ̃̃́ ĺɔ ́  
ID ɔtɔɔlɔ, beni 

ɔt́ɔɔlɔ 
 

OG ebue  
GM ɔgɔnɔ ̃bíni  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔtɔŋ̃ɔl̃ɔ  
AR etita bíni  
OB okirĩy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE atɔ̃ĺɔ ́  
ME atɔ̃ĺɔ ́  
KU ɛtɔ̃ĺɔ ́  
KB ɛtɔ̃ĺɔ ́  
WT ɪtɔ̃ĺɔ ́  
ON ɪtɔ̃ĺɪ ́  
IK ɪtɔĺɛɪ́ ́  
EK ɪtɔɔ́ĺɛɪ́ ́  
KO ɪtɔ̃ĺɛɪ́ ́  
GB ɪtɔĺɛɪ́ ́  
OR ɜgburɜ  
AT ɪtɔɔ́̃ĺɔ ́  
BI obórúɓoru  
Notes   
 



272 

DIE 
Defaka eze 

ije [idʒe] 
J 271 die 
S death 

NK fi  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ  

BL   
KI fɪɪ ́  
NE fɪ ́  
AK hɛɛ́  
BU fɪ ́  
OP fɛ ́?  
OY fɪ ́  
ET fɛɛ ́  
EO fɪ ́  
BA fɪ ́  
KL   
AP fɪɪ́ ́  
ID fɪɪ  
OG fɪɪ  
GM fɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪɪ  
AR fɪ  
OB fɪɪ  
OT   
OE fɪɪ  
ME fɪɪ  
KU fɪ  
KB fɪɪ ́  
WT fɪ  
ON fɛ  
IK fɛɛ ́  
EK fɪɪ ́  
KO fɪɪ ́  
GB fɪɪ ́  
OR fɪ  
AT fɪ  
BI fɪ  
Notes *fɪɪ 1 PWS pi 'sterben', 

Fyem hwì 
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DIFFERENT, BE(COME) 
Defaka   
NK siɣi  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪŕɪ  

BL   
KI kɪrɪ ́  
NE kɪŕɪ, kɪŕɪ-kɪŕɪ  
AK ɓɔgɔ-yáa  
BU kɪŕɪ  
OP   
OY bʊbɔʊ tɔrʊ, bʊbɔʊ 

paa 
 

ET   
EO bɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
BA bʊb́ɔʊ́-́bʊb́ɔʊ  
KL   
AP kɪŕɪ-kɪŕɪ, bʊb́ɔ-́bʊb́ɔ  
ID bʊbɔ  
OG bʊbɔʊ  
GM bʊbɔʊ paa  
EG   
WO   
FU bɔbɔʊ tɔrʊ  
AR bʊbɔ  
OB bʊbɔʊ-bʊbɔʊ, leí-ɣa  
OT   
OE bɪbɔ ́  
ME bɪbɛ ́  
KU bɪbɛ bɪrá  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɛbɛɛ́  
KO bɛbɛɛ́, kɪŕɪ  
GB bɪbɛ↓́ɪ ́  
OR gɪý ̰ɛ ̃ɪ́ ̃-́gɪý ̰ɛ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT ɗĩ ́  
BI gíẽ ́  
Notes *kɪrɪ 4  
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DIG (V.T.) 
Defaka soki J 365 
NK sókú  
BD   
Ịb anị súɣú/súú  
Kalab a
rị 

sókú  

BL   
KI sókú  
NE sogu  
AK hogu, gbóo  
BU sógú  
OP sóú  
OY sou  
ET sóú  
EO sóú/sógú  
BA sógú  
KL   
AP sógú  
ID sogu  
OG sogu/soku  
GM soku  
EG   
WO   
FU sogu  
AR sogu  
OB sou  
OT   
OE soú  
ME soú  
KU sóú  
KB sóú  
WT soú  
ON sóú  
IK sóú  
EK sóú  
KO sóú  
GB sóú  
OR sṍṹ  
AT sóú  
BI gu, sóó  
Notes   
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DIRTY, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK n sáɣá, akpa-akpa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪĺɔĺɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊrʊ, lɔ↓́lɪ/́ɪĺɔĺɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɪĺɔ↓́lɪ ́?  
NE bṹũ, dɔtɪ,́ fũfũṹ  
AK dɔtí, kputu-kpútu  
BU dɔd́ɪ/́dɔt́ɪ ́  
OP dɔt́í, ipúsú  
OY ɪlɔlɪ ́  
ET fúmṹ, dɔdɪ ́  
EO lɛĺʊ ́  
BA ɪdɔt́ɪ,́ lɛĺʊ ́  
KL   
AP lɛĺʊ ́  
ID lɔlɪ, ogbudu  
OG lɔlɪ, ogbudu  
GM lɔlɪ, ogbudu  
EG   
WO   
FU lɛlʊ  
AR lɛlʊ  
OB ɪlɔlɪ ́(-ɪlɔlɪ)́  
OT   
OE lɔlɪ(́-lɔlɪ)́  
ME lɔlɪ ́  
KU ɛlɔĺɪ ́  
KB ɛlɔĺɪ ́  
WT ɪlɔĺɪ ́  
ON fúmṹu, ĩmbɛt́ɛɛ  
IK fumṹu  
EK ɪlɔĺɪ,́ fúmṹ  
KO ɪlɔĺɪ,́ fúmṹ  
GB fúmṹ  
OR dɔtɪɪ́  
AT pṹ  
BI ɪlɪlɛ, ékíé  
Notes *ɪlɔlɪ 3  
 
 



276 

DISSOLVE (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK sɔɣɔri  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔśɪ-́mãá ?: kɔsɪ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔśɪ-́↓mã,́ kã ́sĩ: kɔsɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɪkɪrɪ,́ kɔsɪ ́  
NE mɛ-mɔ̃:́ mɛ̃ ́  
AK ɔí  
BU mɛ̃-́mɔ̃:́ mɛ̃ ́  
OP mɛ̃ ́  
OY mʊɪ̃ ̃ ́?  
ET   
EO ɔɪ́ ́  
BA yɔɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP yɔɪ́ ́  
ID yɔɪ-mɔ: yɔɪ ́  
OG yɔɪ-mɔ: yɔɪ ́  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU     : yɔɪ ́  
AR yɔɪ ́  
OB yɔɪ-mɔ: yɔɪ ́  
OT   
OE    :yɔɪ ́  
ME yɔɪ,́ tɛmɪɪ̃ ́  
KU mʊɪ̃ ̃?  
KB tɛmɪɪ̃ ́  
WT tɛmɪɪ̃ ́  
ON   
IK mɛ̃ ́  
EK mɪ ̃ɪ́ ́  
KO : mʊ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GB sanɪ ̃,́ mʊ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR gbɔdɔɪ́  
AT kɛnɪ ̃ɓɛ-́↓sʊ ́  
BI gunu  
Notes   
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DIVE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK tɔŕú ɓíle, ɓile  
BD   
Ịb anị bilé  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓile  

BL   
KI ɓilé  
NE ɓilé  
AK ɓíle  
BU ɓílé, ɓínĩ ́ɓile  
OP bílé  
OY bilé  
ET ɓileé  
EO bílé  
BA bílé  
KL   
AP bílé  
ID bile  
OG bile  
GM bile  
EG   
WO   
FU bile  
AR bile  
OB bile  
OT   
OE bile  
ME bile  
KU bile  
KB bileé  
WT bile  
ON beni bile  
IK ɓileé  
EK bilé  
KO bilé  
GB bilé  
OR ɓile  
AT ɗesi kóro  
BI bile  
Notes *ɓile 1  
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DIVIDE (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓara J  332 
NK jia  
BD   
Ịb anị dié  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗie  

BL   
KI ɗié  
NE ɗɪɛ ́  
AK ɗíyɛ  
BU ɗɪɛ́ ́  
OP díɛ ́  
OY dɪyɛ ́  
ET ɗiɛ ́  
EO dɪɛ́ ́  
BA dɪɛ́ ́  
KL   
AP dɪɛ́ ́  
ID diye  
OG die  
GM dɪɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU diyɛ  
AR dɪɛ  
OB diyɛ  
OT   
OE dɪyɛ  
ME dɪɛ  
KU dɪɛ  
KB diɛ ́?  
WT dɪɛ  
ON diɛ ́  
IK ɗiɛ ́  
EK dɪɛ ́  
KO dɪɛ,́ púú-mɔ̃ ́  
GB dié  
OR ɗɪɛ  
AT ɗɪɛ  
BI zɛ  
Notes *ɗiyɜ 1  
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DO, MAKE 
Defaka yáa J 371 make 
NK íyé, miɛ, (kú↓á)  
BD   
Ịb anị mié  
Kalab a
rị 

mɪɛ̃,́ yé  

BL   
KI mɪɛ̃ ́

yée 
do, make 
do!  

NE mɪɛ̃ ́  
AK mĩɛ́/mĩý ̰ɛ ̃  
BU mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́  
OP mĩɛ́ ́  
OY mɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ET miɛ ́  
EO mɪ ̃ýɛ ́  
BA mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́  
ID mɪɛ̃  
OG mɪɛ̃  
GM mɪɛ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU mĩy ̰ɛ ̃  
AR mɪɛ̃  
OB mɪɛ̃  
OT   
OE mɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃  
ME mɪɛ̃  
KU mɪɛ̃  
KB mɪɛ̃  
WT mɪɛ̃  
ON miɛ  
IK miɛ ́  
EK mɪɛ̃ ́  
KO mɪɛ̃ ́  
GB mɪɪ̃ ́  
OR mɪɛ̃  
AT mɪɛ̃ ́  
BI nyɛ  
Notes *mɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃

DI *iyɜ 
do, make 
do, let it be done! 
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DOG 
Defaka ebere J 143 
NK obiri  
BD   
Ịb anị obiri  
Kalab a
rị 

obiri  

BL   
KI obirí  
NE obirí  
AK obíri  
BU obírí  
OP obírí  
OY obirí  
ET obirí  
EO obírí  
BA obírí  
KL   
AP obírí  
ID obiri  
OG obiri  
GM obiri  
EG   
WO   
FU obiri  
AR obiri  
OB obiri  
OT   
OE obiri  
ME obiri  
KU obiri  
KB obiri  
WT obiri  
ON obiri  
IK obirí  
EK obirí  
KO obirí  
GB obirí  
OR síe  
AT ebiri  
BI ebiri  
Notes OR cf. Agholo  
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DOOR 
Defaka ó↓bú J 91 
NK ó↓bú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊṕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɔḱɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɔḱɔ ́  
NE ɓʊgɔ  
AK ɓugɔ  
BU ɓʊɓ́ɔʊ́ ́

wárɪ ́bʊbɔʊ 
 
house-door 

OP bʊb́ɔɣ́ɛ ́  
OY ogigo 

warɪ ́ogigo 
 
house-door 

ET ogúgó  
EO wárɪ ́bʊb́ɔɣɔ 

ogígá, * 
house-door 

BA bʊb́ɔɣ́ɔ ́  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́bʊb́ɔɔ́ house-door 
ID ogiga  
OG ogiga  
GM ogiga  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ ógige house-door 
AR ogiga  
OB ogige  
OT   
OE ogúgé  
ME warɪ ́bʊbɔ house-door 
KU ogúgó  
KB ogúgó  
WT ogígé  
ON ogúgó  
IK ogúgó  
EK ogúgá 

wárɪ ́bɔɔ 
 
house-door 

KO bɔɔ́,́ ogúgá  
GB wárɪ ́bɔɔ  
OR wárí ɓʊḱɔlɔ 

ogbo 
house-mouth 

AT wárɪ ́ɓʊḱɔĺɪɪ́ house-mouth 
BI wárɪ ́bʊḱɔĺʊ house-mouth 
Notes *ɓɔpɔkɔ ? 2 ??BLR bʊg-ʊd- 

open 
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DRAGON-FLY 
Defaka   
NK tɔŕu-í↓ɓálí  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

arɪ-apʊ sɪɓɪ-́kɔ  

BL   
KI álá ɔḿʊ̃ḿʊ ̃  
NE agaranãnã ́  
AK agɛr̃ɛnɛ  
BU avĩv́ĩĩ́  
OP avĩvĩĩ́  
OY avivĩ ́  
ET avĩvĩĩ́  
EO evĩv́ĩĩ́  
BA evé(í)nvé(í)n-ba  
KL   
AP avĩv́ĩĩ́  
ID evĩvĩĩ/́evĩvĩ-́ba  
OG evĩvĩ ́  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU evĩvĩ ́  
AR evĩvĩ ́  
OB avĩvĩ ́  
OT   
OE avĩvĩĩ́  
ME avĩvĩĩ́  
KU avĩv́ĩĩ ́  
KB avĩv́ĩ  
WT avṹvũṹ  
ON avĩvĩĩ́  
IK avṹvṹũ  
EK   
KO ovṹvṹũ  
GB   
OR ópon�gbɜ NB syl nas own 

tone 
AT fɛɪkɪt́ɪ  
BI ɔḱpárã̃ ́  
Notes   
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DRAUGHTS 
Defaka   
NK opele  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛpɛlɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ábɪlɪ/aɓɪlɪ  

BL   
KI opeleé  
NE epelá  
AK ipéla  
BU ipélé  
OP ipéle  
OY epelé  
ET epéle  
EO epélé  
BA epélá  
KL   
AP epélé  
ID epélé  
OG epélé  
GM epelé  
EG   
WO   
FU epelé  
AR epelé  
OB epele  
OT   
OE epelé  
ME epelé  
KU epilé  
KB epelé  
WT epelé  
ON epéle  
IK epéle  
EK ipelé  
KO ipéle  
GB epé↓lé  
OR epele  
AT epelé  
BI kíkíi  
Notes   
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DRAW (WATER) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK dú↓ṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị dú↓ú  
Kalab arị ɗú↓ú  
BL   
KI ɗú↓ú  
NE ɗú  
AK ɗúu  
BU dú  
OP zú  
OY zuú  
ET zú  
EO zúú  
BA zú  
KL   
AP zúú  
ID zuu  
OG zuu  
GM zu  
EG   
WO   
FU zuu  
AR beni zú water draw 
OB zuu  
OT   
OE zuú  
ME zuú  
KU zú  
KB zú  
WT zuú  
ON zú  
IK zú 

ɓeni zuú 
 
water draw 

EK zúú  
KO zúú  
GB zúú 

beni zuú 
alá 

 
water draw 

OR ɓeni ála water draw 
AT álá  
BI álá  
Notes  Cf. P-Gbe dũ, P-Gbaya-

Manza-Ngbaka ɗu, Fali ɗuk 
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DREAM (V.I.) 
Defaka ibi ɛsɛ ́ J 276 sleep see 
NK dáɓá (n.) ɓ = w 
BD   
Ịb anị dáwɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗáwɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗáwɔ ́  
NE ɗawɔɪ  
AK ɗawai  
BU ɗáwáɪ ́  
OP dáwáí  
OY dawaɪ  
ET ɗáwáí  
EO dáwáɪ ́  
BA dáwɔɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP dáwáɪ ́  
ID dawaɪ  
OG daɣaɪ/dakaɪ  
GM dawaɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU dawaɪ  
AR dawaɪ  
OB dawáɪ ́  
OT   
OE dawáɪ ́  
ME dawaɪ ́  
KU dʊẃáɪ ́  
KB dʊẃáɪ ́  
WT dawáɪ ́  
ON dáwáí  
IK ɗáwáí  
EK dáwáɪ ́  
KO dáwáɪ ́  
GB dáwáɪ ́  
OR ɓónó tɔŕɪ fɔɪ ̃  
AT ɓónó tɔŕɪ ́  
BI mṹnṹ tɔŕʊ ́  
Notes *ɗáɓáɪ ́2 Mundang l´ # lwami  52 
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DRESS (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓiri, (tʊa)?  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊá, sʊ↓́á  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛlɛ-mã,́ yé sʊá́, yé 
ɓírí 

 

BL   
KI ɓirí ?  
NE tʊá, ɓíri  
AK túa, ɓíri  
BU ɓírí  
OP bírí  
OY biríi  
ET ɓirií  
EO bírí  
BA bírí  
KL   
AP bírí  
ID tʊaɪ,́ bireí, ɔŋgɔ tɛlɛ-

mɔ 
 

OG oju/ozu tɛĺɪ-́mɔ  
GM ɔsɪáɪ, ɪyɔrɔ binĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU birí  
AR ibirí  
OB tʊaɪ ́  
OT   
OE tʊá, birií  
ME birí, ebi dɔ ?  
KU tʊĺɔ-́mʊ ̃  
KB birií  
WT tɔĺɔ-́mɔ, birí  
ON birí  
IK ɓirií  
EK birí, bútúwéí tʊa  
KO birií  
GB biríi  
OR ɓiríi  
AT biri, ɓʊ ́tɔĺɔ-́mɔ  
BI ebi dɔɔ́  
Notes *ɓiri 2  
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DRINK 
Defaka ḿbú J 262 
NK ɓṍṍ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓú   
Kalab a
rị 

ɓú   

BL   
KI ɓú   
NE ɓou  
AK ɓou  
BU ɓóú  
OP bóú  
OY bou  
ET ɓóú  
EO bóú  
BA bóú  
KL   
AP bóú  
ID bou  
OG bou  
GM bou  
EG   
WO   
FU bou  
AR bou  
OB bou  
OT   
OE boú  
ME boú  
KU bóú  
KB bóú  
WT boú  
ON bóú  
IK ɓóú  
EK bóú  
KO bóú  
GB bóú  
OR ɓóú  
AT ɓó   
BI ɓó   
Notes *ɓóṹ ?  
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DRIVE AWAY (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kpó↓ṍ  
BD   
Ịb anị dɛ↓́ɛ ́sií  
Kalab a
rị 

dé↓é sĩĩ ́  

BL   
KI dé↓é  
NE dé, de-mɔ̃ ́  
AK dée, de hou-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɗúgó  
OP dúgó  
OY dugó/duó  
ET kpére, ɗugó, 

kpótú 
 

EO dúgó  
BA dúgó  
KL   
AP dúgó  
ID duo  
OG duɣo  
GM duo  
EG   
WO   
FU duwo  
AR duo  
OB duwo  
OT   
OE duwo  
ME duo  
KU duo  
KB duo  
WT duo  
ON dugo  
IK kpótú  
EK kpótú  
KO kpótú  
GB kpótú, dugó  
OR kpóti  
AT kpótí  
BI kpótú  
Notes   
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DRUM: TYPES OF DRUM 
Defaka   
NK ígbá  
BD   
Ịb anị ákʊá́: álíli, átãḿgbá  
Kalab a
rị 

ákʊá́  

BL   
KI ákʊá́  
NE ɔkʊmɔ̃/́ ɔkʊmã:́ 

ikísa 
 

AK idée  
BU ozé: ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́tʊá́ ózé  
OP ozé  
OY oze  
ET ozeé  
EO ozé  
BA ozé  
KL   
AP ozé, osórókú  
ID ozu/oju  
OG ozi/ozu  
GM ozi/oji, ogumã  
EG   
WO   
FU ozi  
AR oje  
OB ozi  
OT   
OE ozi  
ME ozi  
KU ozi  
KB ozií  
WT ozi  
ON oze  
IK ozeé  
EK ezeé  
KO ezeé  
GB ejeé/ezeé  
OR oze  
AT ezẽ  
BI ezẽ  
Notes *oj(ĩẽ 1  
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DRY (FISH, MEAT) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK írí  
BD   
Ịb anị írí  
Kalab a
rị 

írí  

BL   
KI   
NE dáa, kãŋgá  
AK dáá  
BU zá  
OP   
OY yaá  
ET   
EO záá  
BA   
KL   
AP zá  
ID yaa  
OG zaa  
GM zaɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU zaa  
AR za  
OB yaa  
OT   
OE yaa  
ME yaá  
KU ya  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK érí  
KO érí, yaá  
GB gbanã,́ érí  
OR éri  
AT érí  
BI edeni  
Notes *jaa 1/4  
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DRY SEASON 
Defaka   
NK órúá óku  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛŕɛ ́kʊŕa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́rʊá́ ↓kʊŕa  

BL   
KI ɪ↓́rʊá́ kpṍĩ  
NE ɪrʊa kʊra, ɓɛgʊrá  
AK ɓɛgurai  
BU ɓáárá ifie  
OP báá↓rá ? ɔwúráú 

ífíyé 
 

OY ʊraʊ ifie, ʊraʊ binĩ,́ 
baará 

 

ET ɓaaraá  
EO wʊŕáʊ ́ífíé, báɣárá  
BA agbálá pa ifie, 

báɣárá 
 

KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́ífíé, báárá  
ID baɣara/baara  
OG baɣara  
GM baɣara kíri  
EG   
WO   
FU baɣara  
AR izeri kiri, baara kíri  
OB baara  
OT   
OE baara  
ME baara  
KU beni yérí  
KB beni yérí, baaraá  
WT beni yérí, baaraá  
ON baara  
IK ɓaaraá  
EK baaraá  
KO baaraá  
GB baaraɪ ́  
OR ɓaara (áwa)  
AT ɓaara kíri, 

ɪkárákásáɪ ́
 

BI minĩ ́ ériíi, minĩ ́ éri 
ógo 

 

Notes *ɓɛkʊraɪ ?  
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DRY UP (OF RAINWATER) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK káŋ↓gí ?  
BD   
Ịb anị sámʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sámʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI fɪɓɪ,́ í↓rí, samɪñã ́  
NE irí, kpãŋgbá  
AK kamgba, ɔmɔ̃ɔ́  
BU írí  
OP kpárí, záí  
OY ɪkparɪ  
ET érí fa  
EO záɪ ́  
BA ɪkpárɪ,́ írí ?  
KL   
AP ɪkpárɪ ́  
ID zaɪ,́ kparɪ  
OG zaɪ ́  
GM kparɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU zaɪ ́  
AR zaɪ  
OB kparɪ  
OT   
OE ɛkpárɪ ́  
ME kparɪ ́  
KU kpárɪ ́  
KB erí (sĩ  
WT erí  
ON kpárí  
IK zakpárí-mɔ  
EK irí, kpárɪ ́  
KO irí, kpárɪ ́  
GB kpárɪ,́ érí  
OR íriíi  
AT érí↓í ?, sámɓɛĺɛ ́  
BI érií  
Notes *iri 3  
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DRY UP (WATER IN POT) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK káŋ↓gí ?  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

kpákɪḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI fɪɓɪ,́ í↓rí, samɪñã ́  
NE irí  
AK iri  
BU írí  
OP kpárɪ ́  
OY ɪkparɪ, zaɪ ́  
ET érí fa  
EO írí  
BA írí  
KL   
AP írí  
ID erií  
OG erií  
GM eri  
EG   
WO   
FU iri  
AR irí  
OB erií  
OT   
OE erí  
ME erí  
KU erí  
KB erí (sí)?  
WT erí ?  
ON kpárɪ ́  
IK za kpárɪ-́mɔ ̃?  
EK irí  
KO irí  
GB érí  
OR íriíi  
AT érí↓í  
BI érií  
Notes   
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DRY, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK káŋ↓gí  
BD   
Ịb anị sámʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sámʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI sámɪ ̃ńã ́  
NE ɪkpakʊ,́ kãŋgá  
AK kpamgba  
BU ɪkpárɪ ́  
OP ikpárí  
OY ɪkparɪ  
ET kpárí  
EO záɪ,́ ɪkpárɪ ́  
BA záɪ ́  
KL   
AP záɪ ́  
ID yaɪ ́  
OG zaɪ ́  
GM zaɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU jaɪ ́  
AR zaɪ  
OB yaɪ,́ kparɪ  
OT   
OE kokókó, kparɪ  
ME kparɪ ́  
KU kpárɪ ́  
KB kpárɪ ́  
WT kparɪ ́  
ON kpárí  
IK kpárí  
EK kpárɪ ́  
KO kpárɪ ́  
GB kpárɪ ́  
OR sáɓálá (tú-yẽ  
AT sãɓ́ɛĺɛ ́  
BI éri, sámɓɪĺá  
Notes *sãɓɪla (DI, ɪɪ ̃  
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/DUCK 
Defaka ɓekemĩńĩ ́okunã Europeans’ fowl 
NK gɔɔ́gɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị gɔǵɔ  
Kalab arị ɓekinã ́ɔɓɔkɔ Europeans’ fowl 
BL   
KI ɓeke-nĩ ́ɔɓ́ɔkɔ Europeans’ fowl 
NE ɓéke-n-ofoni Europeans’ fowl 
AK kpɛkpɛyɛǵɛrɛ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
BU ɓéke ofoni 

kpɛḱpɛýɛɣɛ 
European fowl 
<Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 

OP béké ↓ófónĩ,́ European fowl 
OY kpɛkpɛýɛɛ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
ET ɓekofonĩ ́ European fowl 
EO béké ófoni 

kpɛḱpɛýɛɣɛ 
European fowl 
<Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 

BA kpɛḱpɛýɛɣɛ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
KL   
AP kpɛḱpɛýa <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
ID kpɛkpɛýɛgɛ/́ 

kpɔkpɔýɛkɛ ́
<Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 

OG kpɔkpɔýɛgɛ/́ 
kpɔkpɔýɛkɛ ́

<Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 

GM kpɛkɛýɛkɛ ́ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdɔgʊmã  
AR kpɛkpɛýɛɣɛ ́ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
OB kpɔkpɔýɛkɛ ́ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
OT   
OE kpɔkpɔýɛɣɛ ́ <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
ME kpokpóya <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
KU kpʊḱpɔýɪá <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
KB adɔgʊmãá  
WT adɔgʊmãá  
ON kpɔḱpɔýia <Yoruba kpɛṕɛýɛ +? 
IK adɔkumɔ̃ ́  
EK ɔdɔgʊmã ́  
KO ɔdɔgʊmãá  
GB ɔdɔgʊmɔ̃ ́  
OR abadɪ féni ocean bird 
AT isuru  
BI odokumã  
Notes   
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26. Duiker, Maxwell’s/Blue, Cephalophus Maxwelli, ‘hare’ 
    
Defaka    
 *ɔwã ́?   
NK wã ́   
BD    
Ịb anị nwá   
Kalab arị n wã ́  ĩwa (CBP) 
BL    
KI wã ́ ŋgá↓mã ́  
NE wã   
AK wã   
BU wã ́   
OP wãã́ ́   
OY wã   
ET wã ́   
EO wã ́   
BA wã ́   
KL    
AP wã ́   
ID w̃ãɪ ̃   
OG wã   
GM wã   
EG    
WO    
FU wã   
AR  edu ??? 
OB wã   
OT    
OE wãã ́   
ME wãã ́   
KU  bɔ ́za-weí  
KB wã ́   
WT wãã ́   
ON wã ́   
IK wã ́   
EK wã ́   
KO wã ́   
GB wã ́   
OR ɔẃã ́   
AT ɔẃã ́   
BI  ɪm̃gbɪda < Igbo 

m$gbàdà  
    

 
Notes: Attested in Delta Edoid, but certainly an Ịjọ innovation. 
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DUIKER, SPECIES? 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT buro-wã check sp.,id. (CBP)
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
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27. Black-fronted duiker, Cephalophus nigrifrons 
    
Defaka    
    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị ogodo  CBP confirm pron 
BL    
KI    
NE ogodo  kind of animal dic. 
AK    
BU    
OP    
OY  burá  
ET    
EO  burá  
BA    
KL    
AP    
ID  bura Letugbene CBP check 

pron. 
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR    
OB    
OT    
OE    
ME  buré dictionary < CBP 
KU    
KB    
WT    
ON    
IK  burá stripes, black CY 
EK    
KO    
GB    
OR    
AT    
BI    
Notes Cephalohus nigrifrons   

 
Notes: The two forms seem to be scattered across Ijoid and it seems likely that the *ogodo forms are 
borrowed from Central Delta languages, which have *okozo for Ogilby's duiker, Cephalophus ogilbyi. 
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28. duiker, Yellow-backed Cephalophus sylvicultor  
    
Defaka    
    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị    
BL    
KI    
NE  ogurú  
AK    
BU    
OP    
OY seí nãmã  ‘bad animal’ 
ET    
EO sei nãḿã   
BA    
KL    
AP    
ID    
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR    
OB    
OT    
OE    
ME    
KU    
KB    
WT  aminĩḱa check sp. (CBP) 
ON    
IK  ɔkɔŕɔ id. CBP 
EK    
KO    
GB    
OR  abadi check sp. (CBP) 
AT  ovã ?check sp.,id.(CBP) 
BI    
    

 
Notes: The widespread sei-namá, meaning ‘bad animal’ is more widespread than this table shows, although 
why this should be so is a cultural mystery. Unrelated languages express a similar idea, for example Delta 
Edoid obianam. Similar forms to Nembe ogurú are found in Central Delta languages and the scattered Ịjọ 
forms are probably loans.  
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29. DUMB, BE 
Defaka   
NK mũũ  
BD   
Ịb anị óɓu daá  
Kalab a
rị 

óɓu, kpepú  

BL   
KI ɓɪṕɪ ́ínĩḱi  
NE kpépu  
AK ɓɛɓɛ ́hie-ga, opúku  
BU ɛŕɛ ́ɗɪ-́ɣá/-ɣɛ ́  
OP kpópú, inẽ ́ɛŕɛ-́ɣɛ  
OY fiye dɪ-ɣɛ  
ET ɛrɛ-ɣɛ ́  
EO fíé dɪ-́ɣá  
BA odí  
KL   
AP fíé dɪ-́ɣá  
ID odii  
OG odĩ  
GM odi  
EG   
WO   
FU odĩ, fie-ɣa  
AR odi  
OB ódĩ  
OT   
OE odĩ  
ME dikóo  
KU ódi  
KB odí, arɛ dɪ-ɣá  
WT arɛ dɪ-ɣá  
ON kpébú, ɛrɛ dɛ-ɣa  
IK ɛŕɛ ́ɗɛ-́á  
EK ɛrɛ dɪ-ɣá  
KO kʊrɛɪ ́nɪ ̃ɛrɛ-ɣá  
GB bɪb́ɪ ́ɛŕɛ-́á, ɛrɛ dɪ-á  
OR ɓí fíé-ɜ�  
AT ítékégá  
BI ofúróo  
Notes   
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DUST 
Defaka   
NK fɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị fɔ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɔ̃↓́ɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI fʊ̃↓́ɔ̃ ́  
NE oɓuro, bṹũ  
AK bṹũ  
BU búrú-búrú ɔtɔkɔ  
OP ipúsú  
OY bṹṹ atɔkɔ  
ET opusuú  
EO dṹ, pʊŕʊ-́pʊŕʊ ́ɔtɔkɔ  
BA lɛĺʊ,́ séí á-ye  
KL   
AP epúsú  
ID bũ  
OG obudu, lɔlɪ  
GM ĩy ̰õ ́ũ  
EG   
WO   
FU oburóú  
AR fɛʊ̃ ̃  
OB opusu, lɔlɪ ́  
OT   
OE opusu, kpuu ye  
ME opusu  
KU puru-puru yí  
KB dṹũ, kpuu  
WT dṹũ  
ON dúu atɔkɔ  
IK opusú  
EK ɪkpɔsɔ,́dṹũ  
KO purupuru ɔtɔḱɔ,dṹũ 

ye-amã 
 

GB lɔlɪ ́  
OR ɜlɜpumũ  
AT ópúsóo ópúso  
BI obusu  
Notes   
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EACH OTHER 
Defaka   
NK gbɔ ́gbórí  
BD   
Ịb anị jʊẃɔ ́jʊẃɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

jʊḿɔ̃ ́ jʊḿɔ̃,́jʊ↓́ḿɓɔ ́
jʊ↓́ḿɓɔ ́

 

BL   
KI jʊɓ́ɔ ́jʊɓ́ɔ ́  
NE dʊmɔ̃ ́dʊmɔ  
AK dumɔ ̃dúmɔ  
BU zʊźʊʊ́  
OP zɔźɔɔ́  
OY zʊzʊʊ ́  
ET zɔzɔɔ́  
EO zʊźʊ ́  
BA zʊźʊ ́  
KL   
AP zʊźʊʊ́ ́  
ID zʊzʊ (-mɔ̃)́  
OG zɪnɔ ̃  
GM zʊzʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU zʊzʊ  
AR jʊjʊ  
OB zʊzɔ  
OT   
OE zʊzɔʊ  
ME ɛzɔźɔ  
KU zʊźʊ  
KB ozúzo  
WT zʊźʊ  
ON zɔzɔɔ́  
IK zɔzɔɔ́  
EK dʊdʊʊ ́  
KO dʊdʊʊ ́  
GB dʊdʊʊ ́  
OR kʊ-ɓɔ ́kʊ-ɓɔ ́  
AT zɪńɪ ̃-́zɪńɪ ̃,́ zʊ-bɔ zʊ-

bɔ,* 
 

BI zɪnɪ ̃(-zɪnɪ ̃  
Notes *zɪnɪ ̃ɓɔ 2 - x 2  
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EAGLE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị igu igo dic. 
Kalab a
rị 

igo  

BL   
KI ugo  
NE igó  
AK igoó  
BU igó  
OP ugé  
OY ugé  
ET ogeé  
EO ugé  
BA ugé  
KL ugó  
AP ugé  
ID igo  
OG igo  
GM ugo  
EG igo  
WO ugo  
FU ugo  
AR ugo  
OB ugo  
OT ogo  
OE oge  
ME oge/ogo  
KU oge  
KB oge  
WT oge  
ON oge  
IK ogeé  
EK ugeé  
KO ugeé  
GB ugée  
OR igo  
AT ogo, óɓólúɓá  
BI igo  
Notes *igo 1 Cf. Igboid ùg’ò 
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EAR 
Defaka ɓasi J 4 
NK ɓeri  
BD   
Ịb anị biri  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓeri  

BL   
KI ɓeri&   
NE ɓerí   
AK ɓéri  
BU ɓérí  
OP bérí, berí  
OY berí  
ET ɓerí  
EO beri  
BA bérí  
KL   
AP bérí  
ID beri  
OG beri  
GM beri  
EG   
WO   
FU beri  
AR beri  
OB beri  
OT   
OE beri  
ME beri  
KU beri  
KB beri  
WT beri  
ON beri  
IK ɓerí  
EK berí  
KO berí  
GB berí  
OR ɓeri  
AT ɓeri  
BI ɓeri  
Notes *ɓɜsi 1  
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EARRING 
Defaka   
NK gúlu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓiri sʊá́-nyɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓeri sʊa-yé  

BL   
KI ɓeri cʊa-yé, gúlu  
NE ɓerí tʊa-ye  
AK ɓeri tuá-ye  
BU gólu, ɓérí tʊa-ye  
OP gólu  
OY berí tʊwa-ye  
ET gólu, ɓeri tua-yí  
EO bérí tʊá ye, gólu  
BA gólu, bérí tékéle-ye  
KL   
AP gólu  
ID beri sóólo-ye  
OG só(ɣ)ólo-ye  
GM beri sóólo-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU beri tʊá́-ye  
AR iyerí  
OB beri sóólo-ye  
OT   
OE beri tʊa-ye  
ME beri tʊa-ye  
KU beri tʊa-yé  
KB beri tʊa-yɛ ́  
WT beri tʊa-yí  
ON gólu, beri golu  
IK gólu, ɓeri tua-yí  
EK beri tekeléí  
KO beri tʊa-yé  
GB beri tekeléí  
OR ɓeri bɔb́ʊ  
AT ɓere tʊá́-yi  
BI ɓeri ɪtá-yée  
Notes   
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EAST 
Defaka   
NK órúá páka ãŋga  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́rʊá́ sakɪ-́arɪ 
ãŋga/yɔ 

 

BL   
KI ɪ↓́rʊá́ paká ãŋ́gá  
NE ɪrʊa paga ãŋga/dʊ  
AK ɛwura/iwura paga 

ãŋã/dɔ 
 

BU ɪwʊŕáʊ ́pá ãŋ́gá  
OP ʊwʊŕáʊ ́pá zɔ/́ãŋ́gá  
OY ʊraʊ paa ãŋga  
ET uráú pá ãŋ́gá  
EO wʊŕáʊ ́páɣá yãŋ́ã ́  
BA agbálá paɣa ãŋã  
KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́páá yɔ ́  
ID igbo kiri  
OG igbo kiri  
GM erẽ̃ĩ sou bo zo  
EG   
WO   
FU erẽ̃ĩ paa zʊʊ  
AR   
OB erẽ̃ĩ seri bo-mɪñɪ ̃

ɔkʊ 
 

OT   
OE ɔwʊŕá serí bo yɔ-́mɛ  
ME ɔwʊŕá serí bo yɔ ́  
KU kɪlá tɔrʊ bulou  
KB ɔrá pua akʊ  
WT bou tɪbɪ  
ON uwúráú páá ãŋ́gá  
IK uráú pá ãŋ́gá  
EK ʊráʊ ́páá ãŋ́gá  
KO ʊráʊ ́páá ãŋga  
GB ogbó ãŋ́gá  
OR ɔẃárá páá-yɔ tu 

aga/ɜgɜ 
 

AT árʊẃá páá ga, ɓʊḿã ́
ga 

 

BI énĩ ́pá ɓó yé ga  
Notes   
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EAT 
Defaka éé 

ee 
J 261 
S [H/L variation as 
in NK] 

NK fí  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ ́  

BL   
KI fɪ ́  
NE fɪ  
AK hɛ  
BU fɪ ́  
OP fɛ ́  
OY fɪ  
ET fɛ ́  
EO fɪ ́  
BA fɪ ́  
KL   
AP fɪ ́  
ID fɪ  
OG fɪ  
GM fɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪ  
AR fɪ  
OB fɪ  
OT   
OE fɪɪ ́  
ME fɪɪ ́  
KU fɪ ́  
KB fɪ ́  
WT fɪɪ ́  
ON fɛ ́?  
IK fɛ ́  
EK fɪ ́  
KO fɪ ́  
GB fɪɪ́ ́  
OR fɪ ́  
AT fɪ ́  
BI fɪ ́  
Notes *fɪɪ 2  
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EBB (AS TIDE) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK omɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔmɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔmɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɔmɔɔ ́  
NE ɔmɔ̃ ́  
AK ɔmɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɔmɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY iyerí, ɔmɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO ɔmɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɔmɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID sibu  
OG subu  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɔmɔʊ̃̃ ́  
AR ɔmɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
OB ɔmɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE amɔʊ̃ ̃  
ME pɛlɛ,́ eyérí  
KU eyérí  
KB erí  
WT eyérí  
ON   
IK   
EK ɔmɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KO sérí pɛĺɛ ́  
GB sérí pɛĺɛ ́  
OR kóró ɓéni  
AT éríi  
BI yérí  
Notes *ɔmɔʊ̃ ̃  
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EDGE 
Defaka   
NK áká  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋgasá  
Kalab a
rị 

akaka  

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́jú  
NE aká, akaká, 

akpakpalɪ, gbagara 
 

AK aka  
BU aká, kɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OP aká(bírá)  
OY aka, bɪbɪ  
ET   
EO aká  
BA agbáɣárá  
KL   
AP kúnṹ-mɔ̃ ́  
ID aka, igɔŋgɔr̃ ɔ ̃  
OG dʊʊmɔ  
GM agbaara  
EG   
WO   
FU kʊkʊʊ, kʊkʊ tɔrʊ ́  
AR kʊkʊ  
OB aka, agbaara  
OT   
OE aká, ákʊ,́ agbáárá  
ME akákʊ ́  
KU fa koro  
KB kúnṹ ákʊ ́  
WT aká bɪŕá  
ON kpɛḱɛĺɛ ́yɔ, aká  
IK aká  
EK ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
KO aká  
GB ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
OR kúnó  
AT kɔ̃,́ ágã ́  
BI kúnṹ, kɔ̃,́ agɪra  
Notes *aka 2? Possibly ãkã ́> ãgã ́

> ãŋgá is a doublet
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EGG 
Defaka ɪt́ɛ̃ɪ́ ́ ̰ J 149 
NK ay ̰ĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị anyɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ayɪ ̃  

BL   
KI ayɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE ãŋgá  
AK ãŋgɪá  
BU ãŋgá  
OP ãŋgá  
OY ãŋgá  
ET ãŋgaá  
EO ɛŋ̃gɛ ́  
BA ɛŋ̃gɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɛŋ̃gɛ ́  
ID ɪgɛ, (ofonĩigɛ  
OG ofoni ɪgɛ  
GM ofoni ɛgɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛgɛ  
AR ɛgɛ  
OB ɛŋ̃gɛ  
OT   
OE ãŋgɛ  
ME ãŋgɛ  
KU   
KB ãŋga  
WT ẽŋga/ãŋga  
ON ãŋgaá  
IK ãŋgaá  
EK ãŋgaá  
KO ãŋgaá  
GB ãŋgaá  
OR ɛy ̰ɛ ̃  
AT idu  
BI anyɛ  
Notes *ãgɪã̃ ? 1 PWS #-gì-, -gìa- Ei 
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EIGHT (COUNTING) 
Defaka tʊátʊá J 215 
NK nĩí́ni  
BD   
Ịb anị ínĩńe  
Kalab a
rị 

nĩńe  

BL nĩńe  
KI nĩńe  
NE nĩńe, nĩńẽĩ  
AK nĩńe, nĩńẽĩ  
BU nĩŋ́ínã ́  
OP nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ńɪ  
OY nĩŋĩne/nĩĩe  
ET nĩŋ́íni  
EO nĩŋ́ínã ́  
BA nĩŋ́ínã ́  
KL   
AP nĩŋ́ínɛ̃ ́  
ID nĩŋĩnã  
OG nĩŋĩnã  
GM nẽĩnɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ninĩńɛ  
AR ninĩńɛ  
OB nĩŋĩnã  
OT   
OE nĩin a check 
ME nĩńã  
KU nĩńã  
KB nĩŋ́ínã ́  
WT nĩńã  
ON nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ńɛ  
IK nĩŋ́ínĩ ́  
EK nĩŋ́íni  
KO nĩŋ́íni, nĩńĩńi  
GB nĩŋ́í↓nĩ ́  
OR nĩí́ni  
AT mãa fuí  
BI mã fu oí, nĩí́ni  
Notes *nĩŋĩnĩ 4  
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EIGHT PEOPLE 
Defaka tʊátʊá J 215 
NK (nĩí́nia)  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

nĩńã ́  

BL   
KI nĩńã ́warɪ  
NE ninã  
AK ninã kɛḿɛ  
BU nĩŋ́ínã ́  
OP   
OY nĩŋĩnã  
ET   
EO nĩŋ́ínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA nĩŋ́ínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID nĩŋĩnã/nĩĩa kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG nĩŋĩnã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM nĩŋĩnã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ninĩńã a-kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR   
OB nĩŋĩnã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE nĩĩá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME nĩĩá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK nĩŋ́ínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO nĩŋ́ínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB nĩŋ́ínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR mãa kímɪ ̃ ́fa óyí  
AT mãa kɪmɪ ̃ ́fui  
BI mãa kɪḿɪ ̃ ́fu oyi  
Notes   
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EIGHTEEN 
Defaka mãamã kɛɪ̃ ̃ile síi J 225 
NK mãamɪ ̃fa sí  
BD   
Ịb anị mmɛɛ ́fa sí  
Kalab a
rị 

ma ̰ɪ̰ ̃ ́fa sí  

BL mãɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
KI mãɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
NE oyi nĩńẽĩ fɪndɪ, mãɪ́ ̃

fá si 
 

AK oyi ninẽĩ hɛndɛ  
BU mãḿʊ̃ ́fá si, *  
OP   
OY oi nĩŋĩnẽ/́nĩĩé fɪnɪ  
ET   
EO mãá́mʊ̃ ́fá sí  
BA mãḿʊ̃ ́fá sí  
KL   
AP óí nĩŋ́ínã ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi nĩŋĩnã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OG oi nĩŋĩnã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GM mãmʊ̰ ̰fa sí  
EG   
WO   
FU woi ninĩńɛ fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
AR   
OB óyi nĩŋĩnã fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí nĩí́nã féni  
ME oyí nĩí́nã féni  
KU óyí nĩńã feni  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK óí nĩŋ́íni fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí nĩŋ́íni fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí nĩŋ́íni fóni  
OR mãʊ ̃fa sí  
AT éyí nĩńĩńi fɪńɪ, *  
BI mãa fa sí  
Notes   
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EIGHTY 
Defaka nɛ̃↓́á síi J 235 
NK nĩ ́a-si  
BD   
Ịb anị ínĩ ́á-si  
Kalab a
rị 

ínĩá́ -si  

BL ínẽĩ́ ́á-si  
KI ínĩá́ -si  
NE inĩésí/inẽĩ esí/inẽĩ a-

sí 
 

AK nẽĩ a-hi  
BU nẽĩ́á́-sí  
OP nĩá́ -sí  
OY nẽĩ a-sí  
ET nĩá́ -sí  
EO nẽĩ́á́-sí  
BA nẽĩ́á́-sí  
KL   
AP nĩá́ -síí  
ID nẽĩ-ya si  
OG nẽĩ-ya si  
GM nẽĩ a-si  
EG   
WO   
FU nĩĩ a-si  
AR nẽĩ a-si  
OB nia -sii  
OT   
OE nẽĩyá -sii  
ME nẽĩ-á -sí ?  
KU nĩá́ -si  
KB nĩá́ -si  
WT niá -si  
ON nẽĩ́á́-sí  
IK nĩá́ -sí  
EK nĩá́ -sí  
KO nĩá́ -sí  
GB nĩá́ -síí  
OR nĩɜ̰́ɜ-̰si (1)?  
AT nĩá́ -si/nĩé́si  
BI nĩá́ -si  
Notes   
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ELBOW 
Defaka   
NK ɓára mgbu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓tṹŋgu  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓rá kʊḱʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓárá ɪ↓́kpúkú  
NE ɓará ɪkpʊkʊ  
AK ɓara íkɔtɔ  
BU ɓárá 

tũmgbo/tṹmgbóú 
 

OP bírá tõũ  
OY bɪrá tũmgbo  
ET ɓárá tṍũ/ikɔli  
EO bɪŕá tṹmgbo  
BA tṹmgbóú, bɪŕá 

tṹmgbou 
 

KL   
AP bɪŕá tṹmgbou  
ID bɪra ɪḱalɪ  
OG bɪrá ɪkɔlɪ  
GM bɪrá ɪkalɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra tṹmgbé  
AR bɪrá igbele  
OB bɪra ɪŋ́gɔlɪ  
OT   
OE bɪrá ɛgɔlɪ  
ME bɪrá ɛŋ̃gɔlɪ  
KU bɪŕá ɛgɔlɪ  
KB bírá ɛgɔlɪ  
WT bɪrá ɪgɔĺɪ ́  
ON bírá/brá ikɔli  
IK ɓárá íkɔli  
EK bárá ɪkɔkɪ  
KO bárá ɪkɔkɪ  
GB bárá ↓ɪḱɔḱɪ  
OR ɓárá tṍũ  
AT ɓárá tẽĩ́  
BI bɪŕá tɛɪ́ ̃  
Notes   
 



316 

30. Elephant, Loxodonta africana 
Proto-Ijoid *ɓɪla    
Defaka bɪla   J 156 
Proto-Ịjọ *ɓɪla    
NK     
BD     
Ịb anị bɪla    
Kalab arị ɓɪla    
BL     
KI ɓɪlaá    
NE ɓɪlá    
AK ɓíla    
BU ɓɪĺá    
OP bílá    
OY bɪlá opú obori   
ET ɓilá    
EO bɪĺá    
BA bɪĺá    
KL     
AP  opú obori-wei   
ID  opú obori   
OG  opu óbori   
GM  opu óbori   
EG     
WO     
FU   ugborugbo, opu nãḿã ́  
AR   ugborugbo, opu ówei  
OB  opu óbori   
OT     
OE  opu óbori   
ME  opu obori   
KU  opu obori   
KB  opu obórí   
WT  opu obori   
ON bila opu obori   
IK ɓilaá    
EK bɪlá    
KO bɪlá    
GB bɪla    
OR   kosi ówei  
AT   opu nãmã ́ ‘big animal’ 
BI   kosi nɪmãá, opu nʊm̃ã  

 
Notes: the Proto-Ịjọ *ºila is one of the few widespread Niger-Congo roots attested in Ịjọ. Similar forms 
occur in Mande, Gur and Adamawa languages, e.g. Mundang bàlì. The other forms are highly local epithets, 
the most common, opu obori, meaning  ‘big goat’. surrounding languages have no forms similar the *ºila, 
but rather the other widespread Niger-Congo root *-nyi. This is useful evidence for the orginal journey of 
the Ịjọ from the interior of West Africa. 



317 

ELEPHANT GRASS 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

asara, asɪra  

BL   
KI ɓɪla ŋgwɔɔ ́?  
NE ɔpãɪ ̃  
AK oto  
BU ipírí  
OP epírí/ipírí  
OY ipirí, usí  
ET epirií  
EO ipírí  
BA ipírí  
KL   
AP epírí  
ID saara-saara túkó  
OG okũ íkpũ  
GM bou úkpu  
EG   
WO   
FU ukpú tuke  
AR ukpú tuke  
OB kɔnɔw̃ei beri  
OT   
OE osi  
ME osi  
KU osi  
KB osií  
WT osií  
ON epiri  
IK epirií  
EK osií  
KO ɪm̃bɛbɛlɛ,́ usií  
GB usuú  
OR kosu ówei tua  
AT ɪḱáráa, amã ikpú  
BI opu ɪb́ã, ɪb́ãã́  
Notes   
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ELEVEN 
Defaka úwei gbɔŕɪ ́ J 218 
NK óyí gbɔŕɪ/́(gbɔɔ́ŕɪ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị óyí ŋgɛ ́fínjí/fíndí  
Kalab a
rị 

óyí gbéríyé ↓fínjí  

BL óyí gbéríyé ↓fɪńjɪ ́  
KI óyí gbɔŕɪ-́yé fɪnjɪ  
NE oyi gberéi/gbɔŕɪ-ye 

fɪndɪ 
 

AK oyi gbɔri-yé hɛndɛ  
BU óí kɛńɪ ̃fɪnɪ  
OP óí kɛnɪ ̃fɪńɪ  
OY oi kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ET óí kɛni fɛńɛ  
EO óí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
BA óí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
KL   
AP óí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ID oi kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
OG oi kɛnɪ ̃fɪnɪ  
GM oi kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU woi/oi kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
AR oi kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
OB oyi kɛńɪ ̃ ́fonĩ ́  
OT   
OE (oyí kɛnɪ ̃fénĩ  
ME oyí kɛnɪ ̃féni  
KU oyí kɛnɪ ̃féni  
KB óí kɛnɪ ̃fónĩ ́  
WT óyí kɛnɪ ̃féni  
ON óí kɛni fɛńɛ  
IK óí kɛni fɛńɛ  
EK óí kɛnɪ ̃fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí kɛnɪ ̃fóni  
OR óyí kɛnĩ ́fénĩ ́  
AT éyí kɛń(ɪ)́fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí kanɪ ̃ ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
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EMPTY 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́ó↓fórí  
Kalab a
rị 

yé ófó↓rí, fó, *  

BL   
KI   
NE ye faá, papa ɓió  
AK paa ɓie  
BU pá-ɓólóú, iyé fá  
OP páá-bólóú, iyí fa  
OY iye fa, paa bolou  
ET pɛb́úlú ?  
EO iyé fá, páá/bólóú  
BA pá bólóú, iyé/yé fa  
KL   
AP yé fá  
ID pãmbulou  
OG pãmboloubu  
GM iye fa, paa buloubu  
EG   
WO   
FU paa bilibu, ye fa yé  
AR iyé fa  
OB paa bulou  
OT   
OE paá búlóú  
ME paá búlóu  
KU paá bulou, eyí fa  
KB bẽĩ́-́ɣá, oféfe  
WT eyí fa, paá bulu  
ON páá-bólóú  
IK pápóló  
EK yé faá  
KO páá bólóú, yé faá  
GB páá búlóú  
OR ófórófó  
AT ófó↓ró, yí faá  
BI ófúrófó  
Notes   
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ENAMEL PLATE 
Defaka   
NK alalá fɛrɛ, yé fí alala  
BD   
Ịb anị pánɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

pánɪ  

BL   
KI pánɪ  
NE ɛfɛrɛ, pánɪ  
AK ɛhɛrɛ, pánɪ ̃ɛhɛrɛ  
BU pánʊ ̃ɛfɛrɛ  
OP pándɪ  
OY pánʊ ̃  
ET   
EO pánʊ/̃pándʊ  
BA pánʊ ̃  
KL   
AP pánʊ ̃  
ID kpánda, akpúmõkú  
OG akpumóokú/akpúmõ

kú 
 

GM akpúmóokú  
EG   
WO   
FU kpáanʊ ̃  
AR kpãã́nʊ ̃  
OB akpamãákú  
OT   
OE akpamãóku  
ME pánʊ ̃  
KU pánɪ, okinẽ  
KB pánɪ  
WT pánɪ  
ON páni  
IK páni  
EK pánɪ ̃ɛfɛrɛ  
KO pánɪ, alalá  
GB pánɪ, alalá  
OR ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
AT áfɛŕɛ ́  
BI nãɪ́ĺɔnn afɪrɪ  
Notes *ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́2  
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END (N) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị suú  
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE kune  
AK kúne  
BU túú  
OP  incomplete, check other words from MS 
OY   
ET   
EO túɣú  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID dʊ  
OG tuɣu  
GM tuu  
EG   
WO   
FU túú  
AR tuɣu  
OB túú  
OT   
OE kúnṍṹ  
ME kunṍṹ  
KU tú  
KB túú  
WT tuú  
ON tú, túfá yé  
IK   
EK túú  
KO túú, dʊʊ́,́ kúnṍṹ  
GB kúnṍṹ  
OR kúnó  
AT túú, kúnó  
BI kúnṹ  
Notes *kunɜṵ̃ 2  
 



322 

END (V) 
Defaka   
NK kúnɔm̃ãa  
BD   
Ịb anị kunõ-mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kunõ-mã ́  

BL   
KI kulu-mã ́  
NE kune=mɔ̃,́ kune  
AK kúne  
BU kúnṹ-mɔ̃ ́  
OP tú pɛĺɛ ́ zɔ,́ kúnṹ-

mɔ̃,́* 
 

OY kunɔ-̃mɔ̃ ́?  
ET   
EO kúnṹ-mɔ̃ ́  
BA kúnẽ-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kúnṹ-mɔ̃,́ dʊʊ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID   
OG dʊʊ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dʊʊ-mɔ  
AR   
OB dʊʊ-mɔ  
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON kúnó-mɔ̃ ́  
IK   
EK kúnẽ-́mɔ  
KO kúnẽ-́mɔ̃ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *kúne-mã ?? (cause 

to end?) 
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ENDURE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ínẽ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ínĩí́-mãá/inĩɣ́í-mãá ?  
Kalab a
rị 

inẽ-mã ́  

BL   
KI kú-ɓíé kʊŕɔ-́mã ?  
NE inẽ-́mɔ  
AK inẽ-́mɔ  
BU inĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY inĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO inĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP inĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID inẽ  
OG inẽ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU inẽ-mɔ  
AR súru kɔrɪ, inẽ  
OB inẽ-mɔ  
OT   
OE enẽ ́  
ME enẽ ́  
KU enẽ ́  
KB enẽ(́-mɔ̃)́  
WT enẽ-́mɔ  
ON   
IK inẽ ́  
EK inẽ-́mɔ̃ ́  
KO inẽ ́  
GB inẽ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR íne  
AT ɓʊ ́ɓáa, ínẽ-́mɛ̃ ́  
BI ɪmɓáta  
Notes *inẽĩ-mã ?̰ 5?  
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ENEMY 
Defaka   
NK ɓú ísa-ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị írúó nã-́ɓɔ,́ írúó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔḿʊ̃-́ɓɔ  

BL   
KI tara-ká-ɓɔɔ́  
NE fɪá-ɣa oweí/-ɓɔ, *  
AK híá-ga  
BU fíá-ɣá/tárɪ-́ɣɛ ́wei  
OP fíá-ɣí-bɔ, egírã̃-bɔ  
OY   
ET díóko owei  
EO fɪá́/tárɪ-́ɣɛ kɪmɪ ̃  
BA fɪá́-ɣɛ owei, tárɪ-́ɣɛ 

owei 
 

KL   
AP ogírẽ-́wei  
ID ogírẽ-wei/kɪmɪ,̃ 

ogírẽ ́
 

OG ɛnɪ ̃ ́ogirẽ-wei  
GM ogirẽ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ogirẽ-́bɔ  
AR ogirɛ ̃wéí  
OB ogírẽ ́owei  
OT   
OE egírẽ̃ĩ  
ME egírẽ̃ĩ  
KU egírẽ̃ĩ  
KB egírẽ̃ĩ owei/-ara  
WT egérẽ  
ON igírĩ̃ kɪmɪ ̃  
IK dióko owei  
EK díóko  
KO díóko kɪmɪ/̃owei/-

araʊ 
 

GB dióko-owei  
OR ɛgbáa kɪmɪ/̃owei  
AT ɪgbã-́wéi, ɪgbãã́  
BI ɪgbã ́kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
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ENTER 
Defaka sua J 280 
NK súɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔ ́mṹ/ɓó  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔ ́ɓó  

BL   
KI sɔ ́  
NE sʊɔ  
AK huɔ  
BU sʊɔ́ ́  
OP súɔ ́  
OY sʊwɔ  
ET súɔ ́  
EO sʊẃɔ ́  
BA sʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP sʊɔ́ ́  
ID sʊɔ  
OG sʊɔ  
GM sʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊwɔ  
AR sʊɔ  
OB sʊwɔ  
OT   
OE sʊwɔ ́  
ME sʊɔ ́  
KU sʊɔ́ ́  
KB sʊɔ́ ́  
WT sʊɔ ́  
ON súɔ ́  
IK súɔ ́  
EK sʊɔ́ ́  
KO sʊɔ́ ́  
GB sʊɔ́ ́  
OR sʊɔ́ ́ɓo, sʊɔ́ ́  
AT sɔ ́  
BI sɔɔ́  
Notes   
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ENTERTAIN (GUEST) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK (ikenĩ)́ ólɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị (igonĩ kɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

igoni kɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
NE kɔ̃ ́  
AK kámɔ  
BU kámã ́  
OP kámãĩ́ ́  
OY kamãɪ ̃ ́  
ET kamãĩ ́  
EO kámãɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA kámãɪ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kámãɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID kamãɪ ̃  
OG kamãɪ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kamãɪ ̃  
AR kamãɪ ̃  
OB kamãɪ ̃  
OT   
OE kamãɪ ̃  
ME kamãɪ ̃  
KU kɪmãɪ ̃  
KB kɪmãá  
WT kamãɪ ̃  
ON kamãĩ  
IK kamaĩ ́  
EK kamɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KO kamɔʊ̃̃ ́  
GB kamʊ̃ ́  
OR kamã  
AT kamɔ̃ ́  
BI kʊmã  
Notes *kãmãʊ ̃? 1 E, W divide 
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ERODE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɣɪrɪ/́sɪɪrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛɪ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE kɛḱɛ, sʊǵɪrɪ  
AK kɛḱɛ  
BU kpírí, sɔɔ́ŕɪ ́  
OP   
OY kuré  
ET   
EO kúré  
BA sɔɔ́ŕɪ ́fa  
KL   
AP sʊʊ́ŕɪ ́  
ID pɛlɛ-ɪ ́  
OG pɛlɛ-ɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kuré  
AR kurí  
OB sʊʊrɪ ́  
OT   
OE kuré  
ME kuré  
KU kuré  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kúré  
KO sʊrʊɪ,́ kúré, kurí  
GB kúré  
OR ekúre  
AT gɛɪ  
BI pɛɪ, gɛɛ  
Notes   
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ESCAPE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK mãŋgi súó  
BD   
Ịb anị mãŋgɪ páɣá/páá  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔkɔ ́↓páká  

BL   
KI mãŋgɪ,́ kiki-mã ́  
NE tɛɪ  
AK ɓɔgɔ tɛi ?  
BU tɛɪ́ ́  
OP bãĩ́ ́fá, tɛí́  
OY tɛɪ  
ET tɛí́  
EO tɛɪ́ ́  
BA tɛɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP tɛɪ́ ́  
ID tɛɪ  
OG tɛɪ  
GM tɛɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛɪ, bãŋɪ ̃  
AR tɛɪ  
OB bãɪ,̃ tɛɪ  
OT   
OE tɛɪ ́  
ME tɛɪ ́  
KU tɛɪ́ ́  
KB pɪlɛ tɛɪ́ ́  
WT tɛɪ ́  
ON baũ fá, tɛí́  
IK tɛí́, baĩ ́fa  
EK tɛɪ́ ́  
KO tɛɪ́ ́  
GB tɛɪ́ ́  
OR tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT tɛɪ́,́ pɔɔ,́ pɔɔ tɛɪ́ ́  
BI pɔɔ, tɛɛ́ ́  
Notes *tɛɪ̃/̃tɛɪ 2  
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EVENING 
Defaka   
NK bubori  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓopiri  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓoɓiri -p- > -ɓ- 

BL   
KI sásó  
NE ɓoróɓu metathesis 
AK ɓoroɓúu metathesis 
BU ɓóɓóru  
OP bóbórú  
OY bobóru  
ET ɓoɓoruú  
EO bóbórú  
BA bóbórú  
KL   
AP bóbórú  
ID bubóru  
OG bubóru  
GM buború  
EG   
WO   
FU buború  
AR boború, boború dɔɔ  
OB bubóru  
OT   
OE buboru  
ME buboru  
KU buboru  
KB biberi ?  
WT boboro  
ON buboru  
IK buboruú ?  
EK buború  
KO buború  
GB buború  
OR ɓʊɓeri  
AT ɓori  
BI ɓoru  
Notes *ɓopori 1  
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EVERYONE 
Defaka   
NK kínĩ-́m áyoɣo  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪńɪ ̃ ́mã-́mgba  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪńɪ ̃-́mɛ̃ ́mgba  

BL   
KI wɛnɪ ̃ ́mgba  
NE kɪmɪ ̃ ́ kɪmɪ,̃ 

konõŋgú-mẽĩ bɪsɛ 
 

AK kɛmɛ kɛḿɛ, gbɔri-
ɓɔ gbɔri-ɓɔ 

 

BU kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́ sɛ  
OP kɛḿɛ̃ ́ sɛ kɛḿɛ̃-́ɓo/-

bo sɛ 
 

OY kɪmɪ ̃ɪ́ sɛɛ  
ET kɛḿɛ̃ ́kɛḿɛ  
EO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
BA kɪḿɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
KL   
AP kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
ID kɪmɪ ̃ɪ́ ́sɛ/sɪ-́sɛ  
OG kɪmɪ ̃sɪ-sɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR kɪmɪ ̃sɛ-sɛ  
OB kɪmɪ ̃sɛɛ  
OT   
OE (kɪmɪ ̃ ́sɛ-sɛ ̃  
ME kɪmɪ ̃ ́sɛ-́sɛ ́  
KU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
KB kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
WT kɪmɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
ON kɛḿɛ̃ ́ sɛɛ́, kɛḿɛ̃-́bo 

sɛ 
 

IK kɛḿɛ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
EK   
KO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ,̃ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
GB kɪḿɪ ̃ ́sɛɛɛ́  
OR kaámã sɛ  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃-́sɛɛ́/ékpétékpée  
BI mósu kɪḿɪ ̃-́bɪ  
Notes   
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EVERYTHING 
Defaka   
NK yé-m áyoɣo  
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ-́mã-́mgba  
Kalab a
rị 

yé-mã-́ḿgba, *  

BL   
KI yé-mã-́mgba  
NE ye-mã ́bɪsɛ ́  
AK iye-mɔ ̃ bɛśɛ, gbɔri 

ye gbɔri ye 
 

BU iyé-mɔ ̃sɛ  
OP iyí-ɓo/-bo sɛ  
OY iye-bó sɛɛ  
ET í-ɓɔ sɛɛ́  
EO iyé-mɔ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
BA iyé-mɔ̃ ́sɛɛ́  
KL   
AP iyé-mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
ID iye-bó sɛ  
OG iye-mɪ ̃ ́nɪ ̃ ́sɪ-́sɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU iye-mã ́sɛ  
AR iye-mã ́sɛ  
OB iye-bó sɛɛ  
OT   
OE (eyé-bo-sɛ ̃  
ME eyé-bó sɛ  
KU eyí-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃sɛɛ  
KB eyí-mɪ ̃ ́ sɛ, eyí-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃

sɛɛ 
 

WT eyí-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃sɛ  
ON yí-bo sɛ  
IK yí-ɓɔ sɛɛ́  
EK yé-mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
KO (ĩyé-mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
GB yí-mɔ̃ ́sɛ  
OR íyé sɛɛ́  
AT yí sɛɛ́/ékpétékpée  
BI mósi yé-bɪ  
Notes   
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EXPECT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị dií  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗikí  

BL   
KI ɗikí  
NE ikió-mɔ  
AK ikie-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ikíé-mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY ikiyo-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO ikíyó-mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ikíé-mɔ̃ ́  
ID oroo  
OG tɔ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ikiyo  
AR kiri póɣi, dɔʊ  
OB ikiyo  
OT   
OE ororo  
ME t ɔɔ̃̃ ́bɪrá  
KU tɔ̃ ́  
KB tɔŕʊ ́dii, dií  
WT   
ON   
IK tɔŕʊ ́ɗi ?  
EK tɔŕʊ ́dii  
KO ukíé, tɔŕʊ ́díí  
GB dií  
OR íkie  
AT ókíó-↓mɔ̃ ́  
BI   
Notes   
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EXTINGUɪSH, QUENCH (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓɔɔ-mã J 346 
NK (bĩ-mã)  
BD   
Ịb anị bí-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

bĩ-mã ́  

BL   
KI bĩ-́↓mã ́  
NE bĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
AK bĩ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU   
OP   
OY vẽĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO vẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP võ ́ĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID vĩ-mɔ  
OG vũĩ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU vũĩ-mɔ  
AR   
OB vĩĩ-mɔ  
OT   
OE vĩ-mɔ  
ME vĩ-mɔ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ovĩ-mɔɔ ́  
KO ovĩ-mɔɔ ́  
GB ovĩ-mɔɔ ́  
OR   
AT evĩ-mɔ  
BI vɪmʊ ̃  
Notes obõĩ-mã 1 b > v /-- i ̰ ̰
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EXTINGUɪSHED, BE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

bĩ  

BL   
KI bĩĩ ́  
NE bĩĩ́  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY veĩĩ ́  
ET   
EO vẽĩ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP võ ́ĩ ́  
ID vẽĩ ́  
OG võĩ ́  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU vũĩ ́  
AR   
OB vĩĩ ́  
OT   
OE vĩĩ ́  
ME vĩĩ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ovĩĩ ́  
KO ovĩĩ ́  
GB ovĩĩ ́  
OR   
AT evĩ  
BI   
Notes *obõĩ-ĩ ́5 b > v /-- ĩ 
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EYE 
Defaka ɔýɔ J 3, S 
NK tɔŕu  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔŕʊ ́ḿ↓gbɔĺʊ face-seed 
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŕʊḿ↓gbɔ ́ face-seed 

BL   
KI tɔḿgbɔ↓́lʊ ́ face-seed 
NE tɔrʊ ́  
AK tɔŕu  
BU tɔŕʊ ́  
OP tɔŕú  
OY tɔrʊ ́  
ET tɔŕú  
EO tɔŕʊ ́  
BA tɔŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP tɔŕʊ ́  
ID tɔrʊ  
OG tɔrʊ  
GM tɔrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɔrʊ  
AR tɔrʊ  
OB tɔrʊ  
OT   
OE tɔrʊ ́  
ME tɔrʊ ́  
KU tɔŕʊ ́  
KB tɔŕʊ ́  
WT tɔrʊ ́  
ON tɔŕú  
IK tɔŕú  
EK tɔŕʊ  
KO tɔŕʊ ́  
GB tɔ↓́rʊ ́  
OR tɔŕɪ ́  
AT tɔŕɪ ́  
BI tɔŕʊ ́  
Notes *tɔrɪ 3 eye > face in KaKiBa 

ɔ-ɪ > ɔ-ʊ  
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FACE 
Defaka   
NK tɔŕʊ-kuɣu, tɔŕʊ-

kuɓu 
 

BD   
Ịb anị tɔŕʊ-́↓kú, tɔ↓́rʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔ↓́rʊ ́  

BL   
KI tɔ↓́rʊ ́  
NE tɔrʊ-́kuɓu  
AK tɔru-kúɓu  
BU ãndɪ ́  
OP ãndɛ ́  
OY ãndɪ ́  
ET ãndɛ ́  
EO ãndɪ ́  
BA ãndɪ ́  
KL   
AP ãndɪ ́  
ID adɪ  
OG adɪ  
GM adɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU adɪ  
AR adɪ  
OB ayã ́  
OT   
OE ãndɪ ́  
ME ayã ́  
KU kuró  
KB kúró  
WT koró  
ON ãndɛ ́  
IK ãndɛ ́  
EK kóró  
KO kóró  
GB kóró  
OR fáɓárá  
AT tɔŕʊ ́kóro  
BI tɔŕʊ ́kúróo  
Notes   
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FAECES 
Defaka ɓáta J 29 
NK fiã  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪá ?  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪỹ ̰ã  

BL   
KI fɪãã,́ fɪã ́  
NE disí-yaɪ, pɔgʊ-yaɪ  
AK dihi-yai  
BU kúnẽĩ́ ́  
OP kúnẽĩ́ ́  
OY kunẽĩ  
ET kónĩ ́  
EO kúnẽĩ́ ́  
BA kúnẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP kúnṹẽĩ́ ́  
ID bĩ-yáɪ ́  
OG kunẽĩ, bĩy ̰ẽĩ  
GM kunẽĩ-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU kunẽĩ  
AR kunẽĩ  
OB afɪã̃  
OT   
OE afɪỹ ̰ã  
ME afɪã̃  
KU bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃-́yãɪ́ ̃ ́  
KB bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃-́yá  
WT bɪɛ̃ ̃-́yáɪ ́  
ON bíyãĩ́ ́  
IK kúnẽĩ́ ́  
EK bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́séí  
KO bɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́séí  
GB fɪã ́  
OR fɪã̃  
AT bɪ ̃yɛɛ́  
BI bó nyɛɛ́  
Notes *afɪỹã 1  
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FAINT (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK fúḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị fʊḿ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊḿ́, nãɪ́ ́ɓɔŕɔ ́  

BL   
KI fʊḿ́  
NE fʊmʊ ̃  
AK hɔmɔ  
BU fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
OP   
OY fʊmʊ ̃  
ET   
EO   
BA fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
ID fʊmʊ ̃  
OG fʊmʊ ̃  
GM fʊmʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊmʊ ̃  
AR fʊmʊ ̃  
OB fʊmʊ ̃  
OT   
OE fʊmʊ̃ ́  
ME fʊmʊ̃ ́  
KU fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KO fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
GB fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
OR fʊʊ́̃ ́  
AT fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
BI fʊ̃ ́tɛɪ́ ́  
Notes *fʊmʊ ̃2  
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FALL (V.I.) 
Defaka ɓéké J 283 
NK ɓéké  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪɣ́ɪ/́bɪɪ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɓéké  
NE ɓege, koro  
AK koro  
BU kóró  
OP kóró  
OY koro  
ET kóró  
EO kóró  
BA kóró  
KL   
AP kóró  
ID koro  
OG koro  
GM koro  
EG   
WO   
FU koro  
AR koro  
OB koro  
OT   
OE koró  
ME koró  
KU kúró  
KB kúró  
WT koró  
ON kóró  
IK kóró  
EK kóró  
KO a. kóró 

b. béké 
fall 
totter, fall 

GB kóró  
OR kóró  
AT kóró  
BI kúró  
Notes *ɓɪkɪ/ɓeke 2 

**ɓɪkɪ/ɓeke 
*koro 2 
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FAMILY 
Defaka   
NK fúro  
BD   
Ịb anị wárɪ/́fúró-ápʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

pákáfúró  

BL   
KI fú↓ró  
NE furó  
AK díi, húro  
BU wárɪ ́  
OP wárí  
OY warɪ ́  
ET   
EO wárɪ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP wárɪ,́ zíí túú  
ID zii tú  
OG ɛnɪ ̃ ́warɪ-abʊ  
GM bɪnã bɪńã ?  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ póólo  
AR warɪ-ábʊ  
OB zii túú  
OT   
OE warɪ,́ zii tuu  
ME warɪ,́ zi  
KU inẽ kɪmɪ ̃ ámã, bɪnã 

warɪ 
 

KB wárɪ ́bulu, zií  
WT kɛnɪ ̃ ́zi, warɪ ́bulú  
ON   
IK   
EK wárɪ ́  
KO bɪnã warɪ,́ wárɪ,́ zií  
GB bírí  
OR wárɪ ́káamã  
AT wárɪ-́ótu, zi-etúu  
BI bɪnã, wárɪ ́ógu  
Notes   
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FAR, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK á↓lá  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɔlɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊmã,́ á↓lá  

BL   
KI ɓɔlɔ,́ sasaá  
NE alá, sigí-mɔ  
AK aláa, higi-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU alá  
OP alá  
OY alá  
ET alá  
EO alá  
BA alá  
KL   
AP alá  
ID ala  
OG ala  
GM ala  
EG   
WO   
FU ala  
AR ala  
OB ala  
OT   
OE alá, sãɪ ̃  
ME alá  
KU alá  
KB alá  
WT alá  
ON alá  
IK alá  
EK alá  
KO alá, gɪĺɪɪ́,́ zibau uú  
GB alá  
OR ála  
AT áláa, asá ga, asa 

páámã ́
 

BI ála  
Notes *ala 3  
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FARM 
Defaka ído J 102 
NK duɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊɔ  

BL   
KI ojuú/ozuú  
NE kirí  
AK inẽ kíri  
BU ɗʊẃɔ ́  
OP dúwɔ ́  
OY kiri, kirí, dʊwɔ ́  
ET ɗuɔ ́  
EO kírí, dʊwɔ  
BA kírí bóú  
KL   
AP kírí  
ID kiri bóú  
OG kiri bóu  
GM ye gboru kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri boú  
AR kiri bóu  
OB kiri bóú  
OT   
OE kirí bou  
ME kirí  
KU kírí  
KB kírí yɔ  
WT kirí  
ON duɔ  
IK ɗuɔ,́ kírí  
EK kírí  
KO a. kírí 

b. dʊɔ ́
a. farm (general) 
b. yam mound, yam farm 

GB kí↓rí  
OR ɗʊɔ  
AT ɗɔ kíri, kírí,itóbó,*  
BI dɔ, kɔrɪ yɛɛ́  
Notes *ɪɗʊwɛ 1  
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FAT (N. ) 
Defaka ɔsɔ J 34 
NK ɓɛĺɛḱí metathesis 
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛḱɪ ́ metathesis 
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛĺɛḱɪ ́ metathesis 

BL   
KI ɓɛĺɛḱɪ ́ metathesis 
NE ɪɓɛlɛkɪ metathesis 
AK imɛkɛlɛ  
BU ɪɓɛḱɛĺɪ ́  
OP imɛ̃ɛ́ĺí  
OY ɪmɛɛlɪ  
ET imɛ̃ĺí ?  
EO ɪmɛ̃ɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
BA ɪmɛ̃ɣ́ɛĺɪ/́ɪmɪ ̃ŋ́gɛĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɪmɛ̃ɛ́ĺɪ ́  
ID imɛɛlɪ  
OG ɪmɔɔlɪ/ɪḿɔŋ̃ɔl̃ɪ  
GM ɪmɛɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU imɛɛlɪ  
AR ɪmɛɣɛlɪ  
OB ɪmɛɛlɪ  
OT   
OE ɛm̃bɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
ME ɛm̃bɛĺɪ ́  
KU ɛmɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
KB ɛmɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
WT ɪmɛ̃ĺɪ ́  
ON emɛ̃ĺí ?  
IK imɛ̃ĺí ?  
EK ɪmɛ̃ɛ́ĺɛɪ́ ́  
KO ɪmɛ̃ɛ́ĺɛɪ́ ́  
GB ɪmɛ̃ɛ́ĺɛɪ́ ́  
OR ɛḿɛ̃ǵɛĺɪ ́  
AT ɪḿɛ̃ɛ́ĺɪ ́  
BI ɪḿbɪɔ́ĺʊ ́  
Notes *ɪɓ̃ɛk̃ɛlɪ 2  
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FAT, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK duɓa  
BD   
Ịb anị kpoɣoro/kpooro, 

dʊɓa 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊɓa  

BL   
KI ɗʊɓaá  
NE ɗʊɓá, kpókoróo  
AK ɗúɓa  
BU ɗʊɓ́á  
OP ɗʊɓ́á  
OY ɪmɛɛlɪ  
ET ɗʊɓaá  
EO dʊb́á  
BA dʊb́á, ɪmɛ̃ĺɪ ́tʊá́ ?  
KL   
AP dʊb́á  
ID dʊba  
OG dʊba  
GM dʊba, agbi tʊá́  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊba  
AR dʊba  
OB dʊba, agbi  
OT   
OE dɪba, tukpoo  
ME dʊba  
KU bʊ ́tʊá́ ebi  
KB dɪba  
WT bʊ tʊá́ ebi  
ON bírí túá, duba  
IK ɓɔ ́ɓírí túá, ɗúɓá ?  
EK dʊbá  
KO dʊbá, bʊʊ́ ́ tʊá́ ebií, 

* 
 

GB dʊbá  
OR ɗaɓa  
AT ɗʊɓa  
BI ɓaa  
Notes *ɗɛɓa 1 =BIG, BECOME 
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FATHER 
Defaka izulo 

idZule 
daá 

J 184 
S 
J 184 

NK daa, dáá  
BD   
Ịb anị daa, dáa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗa-ɓɔ, ɗáa  

BL   
KI ɗaá  
NE ɗaʊ ́  
AK ɗáu  
BU ɗáʊ ́  
OP dáú  
OY daʊ ́  
ET ɗaú  
EO dáʊ,́ daáda  
BA dáʊ ́  
KL   
AP dáʊ ́  
ID daʊ  
OG daʊ, dáda  
GM daʊ, dáda  
EG   
WO   
FU daʊ, dáadá  
AR daʊ  
OB ɛ dáʊ-wei, dɪd́a  
OT   
OE daʊ  
ME daʊ  
KU daʊ, dadá  
KB da, dadá  
WT daʊ, dáda  
ON dau, dadá  
IK ɗaú  
EK daʊ ́  
KO daʊ,́ daáda  
GB daʊ ́  
OR daʊ, papá  
AT ɗa-ɓɔ, áde/á↓dé  
BI da-ɓɔɔ́  
Notes *ɗaá ɗa-ɓɔ ́> ɗaʊ ́? 
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FATHER'S BROTHER 
Defaka   
NK i daá nómboro-wei  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ daá nṹmboru  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ ɗa mɪñã-́ɓɔ, ɪ ɗa 
yímbre 

 

BL   
KI ɗaá mɪñã-ɓɔ owu-ɓɔ  
NE yaɓɪ ́owei, yaɓɪ-́ɓɔ  
AK yabi(-wóĩ  
BU ɗáú ɓʊnãwei  
OP dáú bunã owei  
OY yabɪ,́ daʊ ́bʊnã-wei  
ET i dau ɓinã oweí  
EO dáʊ ́bʊńãwei, dáʊ ́  
BA ɛ dáʊ ́bʊnãwei  
KL   
AP dáʊ ́bɪńãẃei, yábɪ ́  
ID daʊ kɛńɪ ̃ y ̰ẽĩ-bɔ 

owei 
 

OG (ɛ daʊ)́zabɪ  
GM ɛ dáʊ ́bɪnãwei  
EG   
WO   
FU yabɪ, ɛ dáʊ ́ bʊnã-

wei 
 

AR   
OB ɛ dáʊ ́bɪnãwei  
OT   
OE yabɪ,́ daʊ bɪnã-

owei,* 
 

ME yabɪ ́owei  
KU dadá kɛnɪ ̃ y ̰ĩ-bɔ 

owei 
 

KB ɛ da kɛńdabowei  
WT   
ON dadá bɔlɔʊ owei (2)  
IK ɗau ɓinɔw̃eí  
EK ɪ daʊ bɪńã ́ówéí  
KO daáda kɛnɪ ̃

daʊ/yẽŋĩ-bɔ owei 
 

GB ɪ daʊ bɪńãẃéí  
OR inĩ ́dáʊ ́bʊnã owei  
AT i ɗumerẽ ́  
BI ɪ dá dúmerẽ-ɓɔ  
Notes   
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FATHER'S SISTER 
Defaka   
NK i daá nómbaara  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ daá nṹmbórú ɔŕʊ-

ɓɔ 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɪ ɗa mɪñã-́ɓɔ, ɪ ɗa 
yímbra 

 

BL   
KI ɗaá mɪñã-ɓɔ ere-

mɪñɪ-ɓɔ 
 

NE yaɓɪ-́ara, mʊñã-́ara  
AK yabi-ára  
BU ɗáʊ ́ɓʊnã-ara  
OP dáú bunã ɛrɛ  
OY ere yabɪ,́ daʊ ́ bʊnã-

araʊ 
 

ET i ɗau ɓinã-araá, *  
EO dáʊ ́bʊńãra  
BA ɛ dáʊ ́bʊnãraʊ  
KL   
AP dáʊ ́bɪńãraʊ  
ID daʊ kɛńɪ ̃y ̰ẽĩ-bɔ-ara  
OG ɛ dáʊ ́bɪnã-araʊ  
GM ɛ dáʊ ́ mɔ ̃ kɛnɪ ̃ yẽĩ-́

bɔ 
 

EG   
WO   
FU ɛ dáʊ ́bʊnãraʊ  
AR   
OB ɛ dáʊ ́bɪnãraʊ  
OT   
OE daʊ kɛnɪ ̃ (y ̰ĩĩ)-bɔ-

araʊ 
 

ME yabɪ(́-araʊ ̃  
KU dadá kɛnɪ ̃y ̰ĩ-bɔ-ara  
KB ɛ da kɛńdabara  
WT   
ON dadá tu-araʊ  
IK ɗau ɓinãrá  
EK ɪ daʊ bɪńã-́áráʊ ́  
KO daáda kɛnɪ ̃

daʊ/yẽŋĩ-bɔ araʊ 
 

GB daʊ bɪńã-́áráʊ ́  
OR inĩ ́dáʊ ́bʊnã-ere  
AT i ɗumãrá, nɪádɪ 

ɗumãra 
 

BI ɪ dá dʊḿãrã̃-ɓɔ  
Notes   
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FATHER-IN-LAW 
Defaka wɔ ɓáí J 195 ‘in-law’ 
NK ɪ taá dáa (M)  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ taá dáa (M)  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ ɗa, aram ɗaɓɔ  

BL   
KI ɪ ta ɗaá (M)  
NE fuá (owei/-ɓ ɔ)  
AK huwói  
BU fúówei (M), fóí 

(M), * 
 

OP inẽ ́fu owei (M), yéí 
daʊ (F) 

 

OY fuwó-wei  
ET fú ówei  
EO fóí (M), fúówéi 

(M), * 
 

BA fóí (M), ɛ zéí daʊ 
(F) 

 

KL   
AP   
ID ɛnɪ ̃ ́fuowei, foi, ɛfóí  
OG e fóí  
GM ɛ fói  
EG   
WO   
FU foi  
AR ɛ fúei/fói  
OB foí, fuówei  
OT   
OE foí  
ME foówei, e fei  
KU e fei, fuówei  
KB ene fu ówei (M), *  
WT ɛnɪ ̃fʊ ówei, e féi  
ON fúówei (M), yéí daʊ 

(F) 
 

IK fóówei  
EK inẽ fuo owéí, i foí  
KO fúó/fúá owei, a foi  
GB fóí, fúówei  
OR fúɜ� dáʊ  
AT i foíi  
BI i féi  
Notes   
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FATHOM 
Defaka   
NK kúNgóró, ókúrú 

kúŋǵoro 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ákɪśɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪtɛ ikíɓa, kúɓú  

BL   
KI   
NE kuɓu  
AK ɓara kúɓu  
BU agú, ikíɓé  
OP   
OY agbobú  
ET   
EO agbébú/agbóbú  
BA agbóbú  
KL   
AP agbóbú, ikíbé  
ID agbobu  
OG agbobu  
GM agbobu  
EG   
WO   
FU agbobu  
AR agbobu  
OB agbobu  
OT   
OE agbobu  
ME agbobu  
KU agbobu  
KB agbobu  
WT agbobu  
ON   
IK agbobú  
EK kúbú, agbobú  
KO agbobú  
GB agbobú  
OR ɓɛlɛ tɪɓ́ɪ  
AT ɓʊlɔ  
BI bʊlɔ  
Notes   
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FEAR (V.T.) 
Defaka mgbugbo J 305 
NK mgbũmgbo, 

mgbugbo mãŋgi ? 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ɓálá-faá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓálá-faá  

BL   
KI ɓálá-↓fá  
NE esĩ,́ ɓala fá  
AK ihĩĩ́  
BU isĩ ́  
OP esĩ ́  
OY esĩ ́  
ET esĩ ́  
EO esĩ ́  
BA esĩ ́  
KL   
AP esĩ ́  
ID esĩ  
OG esĩ  
GM esĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU esĩ  
AR esĩ  
OB esĩ  
OT   
OE esĩ ́  
ME esĩ ́  
KU esĩ ́  
KB awɛɪ ́  
WT awɛɪ  
ON esĩ ́  
IK osĩ ́  
EK ɔwɛɪ,́ mãĺá faá  
KO ɔwɛɪ,́ esĩ,́ mãĺá faá, 

* 
 

GB ɔwɛɪ,́ mãĺá faá  
OR etete  
AT awɛɪ ́  
BI awɛɛ  
Notes *ɓala faa 2, 1  
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FEATHER 
Defaka pɪɔ́ḿ J 151 
NK pí↓kɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪṕʊɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪḱɔ ́  

BL   
KI pɪḱɔ ́  
NE pʊkɔ  
AK ohoni pikɔ  
BU pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
OP pṹŋgɔ ́  
OY ɪpʊɔ́ ̃  
ET pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
EO pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
BA (ofónĩ)́pʊḱɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
ID ɪpɪɔŋ, alele  
OG alele  
GM pɔʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU pʊŋ̃ɔ ̃  
AR pʊɔ́,̃ ofinĩ ́pʊɔ́ ̃  
OB ɪpɪy ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE ɛpɪýɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ME ofónĩ ́ɛṕɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
KU ɛpɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
KB ɛpɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
WT ɛpɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
ON ofónĩ ́pʊǵɔ/́pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
IK ofónĩ ́pʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́  
EK ofónĩ ́ɪṕɪý ̰ɔʊ̃,̃ ɪpɪyɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KO ɪpɪý ̰ɔʊ̃̃/́ɪpɪý ̰ɔ ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB ɪpɪý ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃  
OR pɪýɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AT pɪɔ́ḿ  
BI awʊm̃ɛ̃ ́pɪ ̃ɔ́ ̃  
Notes *ɪpɪk̃ɔʊ̃ ̃2 **ɪpɪk̃ɔmʊ ̃
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FEED (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sí↓ɓé  
BD   
Ịb anị siɓé  
Kalab a
rị 

kó↓kó  

BL   
KI   
NE gbalɪ ́  
AK gbáli  
BU gbálɪ ́  
OP   
OY gbalɪ ́  
ET   
EO gbálí  
BA   
KL   
AP gbálɪ ́  
ID gbalɪ, bou-mɔ  
OG gbalɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU gbalɪ  
AR   
OB gbalɪ  
OT   
OE gbalɪ ́  
ME gbalɪ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK gbálɪ ́  
KO gbálɪ ́  
GB gbálɪ ́  
OR kpábʊ ́  
AT gbálɪ ́  
BI gbáá  
Notes   
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FELL (TREE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pɛĺɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE pɛlɛ, kINgɪ  
AK kɛŋ̃ɛ  
BU kɪɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY kɪɪ̃ ̃  
ET   
EO kɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kɪɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID kɪŋ̃ɪ ̃  
OG kɪŋ̃ɪ ̃  
GM pɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪŋ̃ɪ ̃  
AR kɪŋ̃ɪ ̃  
OB kɪɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE kɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME kɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
KU kɪ ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
KO kɪ ̃ ́  
GB kɛ̃ŋ́ɛ ́  
OR tɪɪ́ ́kɛɛ́  
AT kɛ ?  
BI kɛ ̃  
Notes   
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FEMALE   (N.) 
Defaka ɛśɛ↓́rɛ ́tí J 179 woman 
NK éré  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪýɔŕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪýɔŕɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɪŕɔŕɔ ́?  
NE ɪyɔrɔ  
AK iyɔrɔ  
BU éré  
OP éré  
OY ere  
ET éré  
EO ɪyɔŕɔ ́  
BA ɪyɔŕɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔŕɪ ́  
ID ɪyɔrɔ  
OG ɪyɔrɔ  
GM iyɔrɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪyɔrɔ  
AR ɪyɔrɔ  
OB iyɔrɔ  
OT   
OE ɛyɔŕɔ ́  
ME ɛyɔŕɔ ́  
KU eré  
KB eré(rá)  
WT eré  
ON éré  
IK éré  
EK éré  
KO eré, ɪyɔŕɔ ́  
GB eré  
OR ɔŕɔŕɔ ́  
AT éré  
BI éré, ɔŕʊŕɔ,́ eré  
Notes ɪyɔrɔ 2 ɪnland: VyVrV > 

VrVrV 
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FENCE 
Defaka   
NK ŋgigie  
BD   
Ịb anị ónṹ  
Kalab a
rị 

ónṹ, ogigo, gbó↓rí-
ye 

 

BL   
KI ĩmbʊɓ́á, ónó  
NE gborí-yaɪ  
AK agbaka yɔɔ́  
BU fánʊ̃ ́  
OP fánṹ  
OY fɛɪ̃ ̃śɪ, fanʊ ̃  
ET fánĩ ́  
EO fánʊ̃ ́  
BA fánʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔ ́kígí-mɔ̃ ́  
ID fanʊ,̃ ugba  
OG ʊgba  
GM fanʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU agbogbo  
AR agbogbo  
OB fanʊ ̃  
OT   
OE fanʊ̃ ́  
ME fanʊ̃ ́  
KU fánʊ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON fánṹ  
IK fánĩ ́  
EK fánʊ̃ ́  
KO fánʊ̃ ́  
GB fánʊ̃ ́  
OR ágba  
AT eɓe  
BI ebe  
Notes   
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FENCE FISHING: MATERIAL 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɓala: ɓala  
Kalab a
rị 

éɓé, kɔ,̃ sá↓kwɔ:́ɓala  

BL   
KI ɓalaá tɛḿɛ ?, óɓé: 

cʊ↓́á 
 

NE ɪdɔnɪ: ɓɪlaɪ,́ 
nẽmbékɔ ̃

 

AK ɪdɔnɪ, ɔgbãɪ ̃Kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BU ɪsãŋ́ã,́ ɓómṹ tʊá  
OP ɪsãŋ́ã:́ bómṹ  
OY ɪsãã: bomũ  
ET   
EO ɪsãŋ́ã:́ bómṹ  
BA dɪńɔ̃/́dʊńɔ̃ ́kɔ̃,́  
KL   
AP ʊtá: bʊḿʊ̃,́ bɪĺáí, 

ɛsɛŕɪ ́
 

ID lala* bómṹ, itá  
OG ɪdɔnɪ: bɪlaɪ  
GM lala: bomũ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR akpálajá  
OB lala: bomũ  
OT   
OE lala: bomṹ  
ME ɛsã,́ lala: bomṹ  
KU teri beni, ɛsã:́ bómṹ  
KB ɛsã,́ ebómṹ, fánʊ̃ ́?  
WT ɪsã ́  
ON ʊtá tʊá́, bómṹ tʊá́  
IK sã,́ bómṹ  
EK sãŋ́gá: bómṹ  
KO ʊtã:́ bómṹ  
GB sãŋ́ã:́ bómṹ  
OR sãʊ́̃ ́  
AT sãã:́ ɓóḿ  
BI sãã́:́ ogbudu, ɓṍṍ  
Notes   
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FEVER 
Defaka   
NK oruru  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ɪŕɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ákam, ɔf́ɪŕɪ  

BL   
KI (ó↓jú)ɔf́ɪŕɪ  
NE oɓogú  
AK otíte, olíle, kurɔ 

olíle 
 

BU ɓógú  
OP ɛʊ́,́ bógú  
OY edidi  
ET ɔkíríkɔ  
EO bógú, ɛʊ́ ́  
BA bógú, ɛʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP ɛʊ́ ́  
ID edidi, osoba  
OG edidi  
GM edidi  
EG   
WO   
FU osoba  
AR osoba  
OB odidi  
OT   
OE edídí  
ME odídí  
KU edídí  
KB bóú, edídí  
WT edídí  
ON odídí  
IK okíríka/okíríkɛ  
EK okíríka  
KO okíríka  
GB okíríka  
OR óɓógú  
AT evi, egíríga  
BI ekíríkáa  
Notes   
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FEW 
Defaka   
NK kálí  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

bó↓ó-á  

BL   
KI   
NE imĩ-́ɣa, íjã-ɣá, kaláɪ  
AK mũĩ-nŋãá  
BU ɓṹ-ɣɛ  
OP bĩ-́nŋɛ  
OY dɔlaɪ ́  
ET ɓĩ-ɣɛ ́  
EO bõ ́ĩ-́nŋɛ ́  
BA bõ ́ĩ-́nŋɛ ́  
KL   
AP bũĩ́-́ɣɛ ́  
ID bĩ-yá  
OG kaláye  
GM kɛsɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kalá  
AR bũĩ-ya, ɪgɪtɪ  
OB bĩ-ɣá  
OT   
OE bĩ-ɣá, kpɔɔ ́ye-ɣa  
ME dɔlɔ,́ dɔláɪ ́  
KU dʊlɔ-yáɪ ́  
KB kpɔɪ́ ́yaa, bĩ/bẽĩ-yaá  
WT bĩ-yaá  
ON bĩ-ɣa, dɔlai  
IK ɓĩ-ã ́  
EK bĩ-ɣa, izã-ɣá  
KO dɔlɔ-́amã  
GB dɔlɔ ́  
OR ɓũĩ-yá  
AT ɓĩ-yá  
BI bĩ-yã ́  
Notes   
 



359 

FEW PEOPLE 
Defaka   
NK kínĩ ́káli  
BD   
Ịb anị mmãpʊ mgbɔĺʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

bó-↓á apʊ, kɪśɪ ́  

BL   
KI bó↓ká kálá-á↓pʊ ́  
NE   
AK mũĩ-nŋã ́kõŋonu  
BU ɓṹ-nŋɛ-̃otu  
OP bũĩ́-́nŋa kɛmɛ ?  
OY bĩĩ-́ɣɛ kɪmɪ-̃amã  
ET ɓĩ-y ̰ɛ ̃kɛmɛ̃ ́?  
EO bũĩ́-́ɣɛ ́a-kɪmɪ ̃  
BA bũĩ́-́nŋɛ ́a-kɪmɪ ̃?  
KL   
AP   
ID bĩ-ɣá kɪmɪ ̃  
OG kalá kɪmɪ ̃  
GM kɛsɪ á-kɪmɪ-̃abʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU kalá a-kɪmɪ-̃abʊ  
AR bũĩ-nŋãá kɪmɪ ̃  
OB bĩ-ɣá kɪmɪ-̃amã  
OT   
OE kɪmɪ ̃ ́á-dɔlɔĺáɪ,́ *  
ME   
KU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́dʊĺɔ-́yaɪ  
KB   
WT   
ON kɪḿɪ ̃ ́dɔĺáɪ,́ *  
IK ɓĩ-ã kɛmɛ-amã  
EK izã/bĩ-ɣa kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́dɔlɔ-́amã kɪmɪ-̃

amã 
 

GB   
OR ɓuyã ́kaa-mã  
AT ɓĩ-́ya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́?  
BI   
Notes   
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FIFTEEN 
Defaka úwei túúnõ J 222 10+5 
NK óyí sɔɔ́ńɔ̃,́ sɔńɔ̃ ́fa sí  
BD   
Ịb anị óyí sɔńɔ̃ ́fínjí, jié  
Kalab a
rị 

jeí  

BL jiye  
KI jié  
NE oyi sɔnɔ ̃fɪndɪ, dié  
AK oyi hɔnɔ ̃hɛndɛ, díei  
BU óí sɔ(́ɔ)́nrɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃,́ díé  
OP óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OY oi sɔr̃ɔ ̃fɪnɪ, diye  
ET óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɛńɛ̃,́ dié  
EO díé, óí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃,́ díé  
KL   
AP ɔɪ́ ́sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃,́ díé  
ID oyi sɔr̃ɔ ̃fɪnɪ, die  
OG oi sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ɔ ̃fɪnɪ, die  
GM die (ʊgbɔʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU woi sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ɔ ̃fɪnɪ  
AR oi sɔr̃ɔ ̃fɪnɪ, die  
OB óyí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́féni  
ME die, oyí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́féni  
KU die, óyí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́féni  
KB óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fóni, dié  
WT óyí sɔŕɔ̃ ̃ ́féni, die  
ON óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɛńɛ̃,́ die  
IK óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɛńɛ, dié  
EK óí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃,́ dié  
KO óí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fóni  
OR óyí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fénɪ ̃ ́  
AT éyí sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes jiyei 1  
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FIFTY 
Defaka mãamã síi tɛ úwei 

tɛ 
J 232 2 x 20 +10 
+ 

NK mãa sí nãó́/(nã)́óyí 
nã ́

calqued on Defaka? 

BD   
Ịb anị mmɛ sí óyí 

fínjí/fíndí 
 

Kalab a
rị 

mesi óyí fínjí  

BL mesi óyí fɪńjɪ ́  
KI mesi óyí fɪńjɪ ́  
NE mẽśi oyi fɪndɪ  
AK mã hí/mẽh́i oyi 

hɛndɛ 
 

BU mẽśí/mã ́sí oi fɪnɪ  
OP mã ́sí/mẽśí oi fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
OY mesí/mãási oi fɪnɪ  
ET mã sí/mesí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
EO mesí !óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA mẽśí/mãśi oi fɪnɪ  
KL   
AP mãá́ si óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID mãá si oi fɪnɪ  
OG mesí/mãá si oi fɪnɪ  
GM mãá si mɔ ̃oi mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU mesí woi fɪnɪ  
AR mãá si oi fɪnɪ  
OB mãá́ sii mɔ̃ ́oyi mɔ  
OT   
OE mãa sii mɔ ̃óyí mɔ̃ ́  
ME mã si mɔ ̃oyí mɔ̃ ́  
KU mã si oyí féni  
KB mesi/mã si óí fóni  
WT mã si/mesi óyí fénĩ ́  
ON mesí/mã sí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
IK mã si óí fɛńɛ  
EK mãa síí/mesí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO mã sí/mesí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB mãa si óí foni  
OR mesí óyí fénĩ ́  
AT mesi éyí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BI mesí óyí ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
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FIGHT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK owu owú  
BD   
Ịb anị owu sɔɔ ́ enter fight 
Kalab a
rị 

sɔ ́  

BL   
KI sɔ ́  
NE yoú sʊɔ enter fight 
AK you huwɔ, ɓa-yáa enter fight 
BU sʊʊ́ ́  
OP sɔ ́?  
OY sʊʊ ́  
ET sɔɔ ́  
EO sʊɣ́ʊ ́  
BA sʊɣ́ʊ ́  
KL   
AP sʊʊ́ ́  
ID sʊʊ  
OG sʊɣʊ  
GM sʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊɣʊ  
AR sʊɣʊ  
OB sʊʊ  
OT   
OE sʊʊ  
ME sʊʊ ́  
KU sʊ ?  
KB sʊ ?  
WT sʊ ?  
ON sɔɔ ́  
IK sɔɔ ́  
EK sʊʊ ́  
KO sʊʊ ́  
GB sʊʊ ́  
OR fɔɔ̃̃-́ye owu  
AT bɪɪ́ ́dɔʊ́ ́  
BI ívíi  
Notes *yowu 1 also n.   
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FILL (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓẽĩ́-mã  
BD   
Ịb anị bí-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓĩ-́↓mã,́ sʊ↓́á  

BL   
KI ɓẽĩ́-́↓mã ́  
NE bẽĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
AK bẽĩ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɓẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
OY bẽĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID bẽĩ-mɔ  
OG bẽĩ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bĩĩ-mɔ  
AR bẽĩ-mɔ  
OB bẽĩ-mɔ  
OT   
OE bẽĩ-́mɔ  
ME bẽĩ-́mɔ  
KU bẽĩ́-́mʊ ̃  
KB bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
WT bẽĩ ́?  
ON bẽĩ́-́mɔ  
IK bẽĩ́-́mɔ  
EK bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
KO bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
GB bẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR ɓẽĩ́-mɔ  
AT ɓẽĩ́-́mɔ̃ ́  
BI mẽḿṹ  
Notes *ɓẽĩ-mã 2 -  
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FIN 
Defaka   
NK pãmba cf. wing 
BD   
Ịb anị pãmba cf. wing 
Kalab a
rị 

pãmba cf. wing  

BL   
KI   
NE ɪsamʊ,̃ siko  
AK hiko  
BU síkó  
OP   
OY ĩndí bɪra, siko  
ET   
EO bɪrá, siko  
BA pámã ́ cf. wing 
KL   
AP bénĩ ́zɔʊ́-́yaɪ, síkó  
ID sugo/siko, idi bɪŕá  
OG idi pálɪ-wei/bɪŕá, 

siko 
 

GM siko  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊkpá  
AR idi kʊḱʊ  
OB beni yɔ-́ye  
OT   
OE ĩndi lulu-wei  
ME siko  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ĩndi bará  
KO ɛgɛrɛgɛrɛ ́  
GB ɛgɛɪŋgɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR   
AT izĩ yɔʊ́  
BI minĩ ́vílí-yée  
Notes   
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FIND (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị 
 

árɪ ́  

Kalab a
rị 

ɛŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔŕɪ ́  
NE (ɗɔgɪ)́ɛrɪ  
AK ɛrɪ  
BU ɛŕɪ ́  
OP ɛŕí, dɔʊ́ ɛri  
OY yɛrɪ  
ET ɗɔú  
EO ɛrɪ  
BA (dɔɣ́ɪ)́ɛŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP yɛŕɪ ́  
ID arɪ  
OG arɪ  
GM ɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛrɪ  
AR ɛrɪ  
OB arɪ  
OT   
OE arɪ ́  
ME arɪ ́  
KU arɪ ́  
KB arɪ ́  
WT   
ON dɔu  
IK (ɗɔũɛŕí  
EK ɛŕɪ ́  
KO ɛŕɪ ́  
GB ɛŕɪ ́  
OR (íyé)árɪ  
AT árɪ ́  
BI árɪ ́  
Notes   
 



366 

FINGER 
Defaka   
NK ɓára tũmgba  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓tʊḿgbɔlʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓rá tʊḿgbalɪ  

BL   
KI ɓárá ↓tʊḿgbálɪ ́  
NE ɓará sʊm̃gbalɪ  
AK ɓara ítũmgbali  
BU ɓárá ɪm̃gbɪsa  
OP ĩmgbísáɣá  
OY ɪsɪm̃gbala (bɪrá)?  
ET ɓárá ɓau  
EO bɪŕá ɪsɪm̃gbala  
BA ɪsãḿgbálá  
KL   
AP bɪŕá ɪsamgbala  
ID bɪrá sagbala  
OG bɪrá ɪsamgbala  
GM bɪrá ʊgbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra ísamgbala  
AR bɪrá ɪsamgbala  
OB bɪrá ɪsamgbala  
OT   
OE bɪrá ɛsamgbala  
ME bɪrá ɛmgbɪsa  
KU bɪrá ɛmgbɪsa  
KB bɪŕá mgbɪsa ?  
WT bɪrá ɪm̃gbɪśá ?  
ON bírá/brá ĩmgbisa  
IK ɓárá ĩmgbisa  
EK bárá gbɪsa  
KO bárá gbása  
GB bárá ↓gbɪśá  
OR ɓárá gbɪśa  
AT ɓárá gbásɛɛ́  
BI bɪŕá gbɪśá  
Notes ɪt̃ãgbalɪ ? digit metathesis 

t>s ? 
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FINGERNAIL 
Defaka ámẽḿẽ ́ J 19 nail (finger-

/toe-) 
NK ɓára mmeme  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá í↓mĩḿe  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓rá-ɓɛ ́imime 
ínṹmẽ ́

a. 
b. nail (finger-/toe-) 
J 19 

BL   
KI ɓárá í↓nĩḿɛ̃ ́  
NE ɓará imeme  
AK ɓara ímeme  
BU ɓárá imemẽĩ  
OP bírá imimẽĩ  
OY bɪrá imimii  
ET ɓárá imemẽĩ  
EO bɪŕá imemẽĩ  
BA bɪŕá imemẽĩ  
KL   
AP bɪŕá imemẽĩ  
ID bɪra imemẽĩ  
OG bɪrá imimi/imimẽĩ  
GM bɪrá imimi  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra ímemẽĩ  
AR bɪrá imimi  
OB bɪrá imemẽĩ  
OT   
OE bɪrá ememẽĩ  
ME bɪrá ememẽĩ  
KU bɪrá emimẽĩ  
KB bɪŕá emimi  
WT   
ON bírá/brá imemẽĩ  
IK ɓará imemẽĩ  
EK bárá imemẽĩ  
KO bárá imemẽĩ  
GB ɓárá ↓ímẽḿẽĩ  
OR ɓárá ímimi  
AT ɓárá ímĩḿi  
BI bɪrá émĩḿĩí  
Notes inĩmẽĩ/imĩmẽĩ 2 ?  
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FINISH (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK faa, fumã  
BD   
Ịb anị (nyɛ)́fá-↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

(yé)fá-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI faá ?  
NE fa-mɔ̃:́ fá  
AK há-mɔ: háa  
BU : fá  
OP fú-mɔ̃:́ fá  
OY : fá  
ET       : faá  
EO : fá  
BA : fá  
KL   
AP fáá  
ID fa-mɔ: fa  
OG sĩ: faá  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU faa-mɔ̃:́ faá  
AR : fa  
OB fa-mɔ: fá(-dɛ ̃  
OT   
OE fa-mɔ: fa(-dɛ ̃  
ME (mɪɛ̃s̃ĩ: fa  
KU : fa  
KB famʊ:̃ fa  
WT : fa  
ON fa  
IK fa-mɔɔ ́  
EK fa-mɔ̃:́ faá  
KO famɔʊ̃̃:́ faá  
GB fa-mɔɔ ́  
OR mɪɛ̃ ́si  
AT fa  
BI fa(-tɛ)́  
Notes *faa 1 vi  
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FIRE 
Defaka ayɔm J 64 
NK finĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪnɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪnɪ  

BL   
KI fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
NE fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
AK hɛńɛ  
BU fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OP fɛńɛ̃ ́  
OY fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
ET fɛnɛ̃ ́  
EO fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID fɪnɪ  
OG fɪnɪ  
GM fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪnɪ  
AR fɪnɪ  
OB fɪnɪ  
OT   
OE fɛnɪ/fɪnɪ  
ME fɛnɪ  
KU fɛnɪ  
KB fɪnɪ  
WT fɪnɪ  
ON fɛnɛ, kɔrɛ fɛńɛ  
IK fɛnɛɛ ́  
EK fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
KO fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
GB fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
OR feni vowels irreg 
AT feni vowels irreg 
BI emẽ,́ eme kɪḱɛɛ́  
Notes fɪnɪ ̃1  
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FIRE (CANOE) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị dɔɣ́ʊ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛŋ́gʊ ́  

BL   
KI ándá  
NE ɓɛrɪ,́ nʊm̃gbɔ  
AK ɓɛŕi  
BU nʊ̃ḿgbɔ ́  
OP tṹmgbɔ ́ t irreg 
OY dʊm̃gbɔ, bɛrɪ  
ET tṹmgbɔ ́  
EO dʊḿgbɔ ́  
BA nʊ̃ḿgbɔ ́  
KL   
AP dʊḿgbɔ ́  
ID bɛɛrɪ  
OG bɛɛrɪ  
GM arʊ ɪzɔʊ̃-̃mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊgbɔ, bɛrɪ, fɪnɪ-mɔ  
AR dʊgbɔ  
OB dʊm̃gbɔ, bɛrɪ  
OT   
OE bɛɛrɪ  
ME tʊm̃gbɔ ́  
KU tʊḿgbɔ ́  
KB tʊḿgbɔ ́  
WT tʊʊḿgbɔ ́  
ON tṹmgbɔ ́  
IK tṹmgbɔ ́  
EK tʊḿgbɔ ́  
KO tʊḿgbɔ ́  
GB tʊḿgbɔ ́  
OR ɓɛrɪ, árʊ ́ɓɛŕɪ  
AT fɪnɪ ̃tʊá  
BI árʊ ́émẽt́a, yɔɔ́ḿʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
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FIREFLY 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́tɔńjɔ,́ áɓálɪɓálɪ  

BL   
KI loliaɓaá  
NE ɗʊɛɪ tɛndɛ, ɔtɔ̃ńdɪa-

ɓá 
 

AK nõĩ gɛŋ̃ɛni/tukpa  
BU agẽǵéẽ/agíŋgĩĩ́  
OP agíŋgĩĩ́  
OY agẽŋgéẽ  
ET agiŋgĩĩ́  
EO egíŋgĩĩ́  
BA egẽǵẽ-́ba  
KL   
AP agɪǵɪɪ́ ̃  
ID egegṹ-ba  
OG egeũŋgéũ-ba  
GM bou tʊkpá  
EG   
WO   
FU igiũŋgíṹ-ba  
AR egẽĩgṹ-ba  
OB agɛɪŋgɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE agɛŋ̃gɛ̃ ́  
ME agɛŋ̃gɛɛ́ ̃  
KU agINgɪɪ́ ̃  
KB omũmũlaá/omũmũla  
WT agɪŋ́gɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON agɛŋ̃gɛɛ́ ̃  
IK ɛgɛŋ̃gɛɛ́ ̃  
EK ɪsamãsámã  
KO ɛgɛŋ́gɛ̃ ́  
GB kʊɪɪ ́  
OR imiɓilɜ  
AT imiɓalá  
BI ɪmʊm̃ɓɪla  
Notes   
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FIREWOOD 
Defaka áyó J 62 
NK finĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪnɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔnɔ ̃fɪnɪ ̃,́ sãŋ́gá  

BL   
KI fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
NE fɪnɪ ̃,́ sãŋgala, ituɓu, 

ɪkpákʊ 
 

AK hãŋgala  
BU fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OP fɛńɛ̃ ́↓páárá  
OY fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
ET fɛnɛ̃ ́  
EO fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP fɪńɪ ̃ ́bírí  
ID fɪnɪ  
OG fɪnɪ  
GM agala ?  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪnɪ  
AR fɪnɪ  
OB fɪnɪ  
OT   
OE (tʊá)fɛnɪ/fɪnɪ  
ME tʊá fɛnɪ  
KU fɛnɪ, fɪ fɛnɪ  
KB fɪnɪ, fɪ fɪnɪ, tʊá́ fɪnɪ  
WT tʊÁ-Á fɪnɪ  
ON fɛnɛ biri  
IK fɛnɛɛ ́  
EK fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
KO fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
GB fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
OR feni  
AT feni  
BI emẽ ́  
Notes *fɪnɪ ̃1 = fire 
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FIRST (PERSON) 
Defaka   
NK púpɛŕí  
BD   
Ịb anị tárɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tárɪ ́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI tárɪ ́  
NE tɪtarɪ kʊmɔ  
AK titari kumɔ  
BU ɓɛĺɛʊ́ ́  
OP   
OY bɔlɔʊ, tarɪɪ ?  
ET   
EO bɛĺɛʊ́ ́?  
BA tárɪ-́tárɪ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tárɪ,́ bɛlɛʊ ?  
ID tarɪ/bɔlɔ kɪmɪ ̃  
OG bɔlɔʊ kɪmɪ ̃  
GM bɔlɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU tarɪ/bɛlɛʊ kɪmɪ ̃  
AR bɛlɛʊ  
OB tárɪ ́  
OT   
OE bʊlɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME bɪlɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU bʊlɔ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɔĺɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO bɔĺɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB bɔĺɔʊ́ ́  
OR tárɪ  
AT ɓɛĺɛ ́wéi  
BI ɓɪĺɛ-́ɓɪĺɛ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
 



374 

FISH 
Defaka tinã  J 35 
NK nji  
BD   
Ịb anị nji  
Kalab a
rị 

inji/nji  

BL   
KI injií  
NE ĩndí  
AK ĩndíi  
BU ĩndí  
OP ĩndí  
OY ĩndí  
ET ĩndií  
EO ĩndí  
BA ĩndí  
KL   
AP ĩndí  
ID idi  
OG idi  
GM idi  
EG   
WO   
FU idi  
AR idi  
OB ĩndi  
OT   
OE ẽndi  
ME ẽndi  
KU ẽndi  
KB ẽndi  
WT ẽndi  
ON ĩndi  
IK ĩndií  
EK ĩndií  
KO ĩndií  
GB ĩndií  
OR idi  
AT izĩ  
BI izi  
Notes *ĩdĩĩ 

**itĩnV̰ 
 

 



375 

FISHERMAN 
Defaka   
NK nji ɓaá-ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị nji ɓa-ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

inji ɓa-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI inji ɓa-ɓɔɔ ́  
NE ĩndí/ɓoú kɔ-̃ɓɔ  
AK ĩndi ɓá-ɓɔ/-woi/-ara  
BU ĩndí ɗɔʊ-wei/-ara  
OP ĩndí ↓dɔú́ ówei  
OY ĩndí dɔʊ kɪmɪ ̃  
ET ĩndi ɗɔu kɛmɛ̃ ́  
EO ĩndí dɔʊ́ kɪmɪ ̃  
BA ĩndí dɔʊ́-́wéí  
KL   
AP ĩndí dɔʊ́-́wei  
ID ĩndi dɔɣ́ʊ/bá owei  
OG idi bá/dɔɣ́ʊ ́-wei/ kɪmɪ,̃*  
GM idi bá-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU idi bá-wei  
AR idi bá-wei  
OB sii-wei  
OT   
OE ẽndi dɔʊ kɪmɪ/̃owei/araʊ  
ME ẽndi dɔʊ kɪmɪ ̃  
KU ĩndi dɔʊ kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KB ĩndi ba kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
WT ĩndi dɔʊ kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
ON ĩndi dɔu kɛmɛ  
IK ĩndi dɔu kɛmɛ/owei  
EK ĩndi dɔʊ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO ĩndi dɔʊ kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB ĩndi dɔʊ owéí  
OR idi ɓá owei  
AT izĩ ɓá-wéi/-árɔɔ́/kɪḿɪ ̃  
BI izi ɓá ówéíi/kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
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FISHING NET, LONG 
Defaka   
NK íbúru, fṹŋgɔ ́ḿgbɔɔ, ɓilemã  
BD   
Ịb anị fɔ↓́nɔ̃ ́ɪǵbɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ibóro/ibúro, ɔf́ɪŋ́gɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓilemeé  
NE ibóro  
AK ĩmbi igbɔ, itéku ĩmbi, sɪgbɔ  
BU ibóro  
OP ibóro  
OY ibóro, f ɔŋ̃ɔ̃ ʊgbɔ  
ET ɗíí  
EO ibóro  
BA ibóro=árá dí, *  
KL   
AP arádíí: téĩ-́mɔ̃ ́aradii  
ID igbɔ, arirí  
OG ariri, laɪĺɔmʊ ̃  
GM ariri  
EG   
WO   
FU ariri  
AR ariri  
OB ariri  
OT   
OE arírí  
ME arírí, osusu  
KU arírí  
KB bɪŕá digi, osusu  
WT dií  
ON díí  
IK dí ?  
EK díí  
KO fɔʊ́'n ɪgbɔ, díí, osisí,*  
GB díí  
OR ibóro  
AT nãɪ́ĺɔnɪ= ibóro, sara ɪkpɔʊ́  
BI arɛrɛ kɔ̃-́yé= láɪĺɔnn  
Notes   
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FISHPOND 
Defaka   
NK ɓeɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

nji ɗaɓa  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK ĩndi ɗáɓa  
BU ɓʊ'ʊ'  
OP bɔɔ́ ́  
OY bʊʊ'  
ET ɓɔɔ́ ́  
EO bʊ'ɣʊ'  
BA dʊ'nʊ'̃, bʊ'  
KL   
AP bʊ'ʊ'  
ID ɔbʊkʊ  
OG ɔbʊɣʊ  
GM ɔgɔdɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU idi ógugu, bʊkʊ'  
AR bʊ  
OB ĩndi ógugu  
OT   
OE bʊʊ'  
ME bʊʊ'  
KU bʊ'  
KB bʊ'  
WT bʊʊ'  
ON bɔɔ́ ́  
IK ɓɔ ́  
EK bʊ'ʊ'  
KO bʊ'ʊ'  
GB bʊ'ʊ'  
OR olulu  
AT ɓɪýɔɔ́  
BI bɪýɔɔ́/bʊ'yɔɔ́  
Notes   
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FIVE (COUNTING) 
Defaka túúno 

túúnɔ ̃
J 212 
S 

NK sɔɔ́ńɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔńɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔńɔ̃ ́  

BL sɔńɔ̃ ́  
KI sɔńɔ̃ ́  
NE sɔnɔ ̃  
AK hɔnɔ ̃  
BU sɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃rɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OP sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OY sɔɔ́r̃ ɔ ̃  
ET sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
EO sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃/́sɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃rɔ̃ ̃ ́  
BA sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃/́sɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃rɔ̃ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
ID sɔr̃ ɔ ̃  
OG sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ ɔ ̃  
GM sɔr̃ ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ ɔ ̃  
AR sõrõ̃  
OB sɔr̃ɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE sɔɔ̃̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
ME sɔrɔ̃ ̃ ́  
KU sɔɔ̃̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
KB sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
WT sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
ON sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
IK sɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
EK sɔɔ̃̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
KO sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
GB sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OR sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
AT sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
BI sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
Notes *sʊŋʊr̃ɔ̃ ̃2 

**tʊŋʊr̃ɔ̃ ̃
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FIVE (PEOPLE) 
Defaka tú↓nã ́  
NK sɔɔ́ńãá/(sɔńã)́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔńɔ̃-́á/sɔńã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔńã ́  

BL   
KI sɔńã ́  
NE sɔnã  
AK hɔnã kɛḿɛ  
BU sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́  
OP sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
OY sɔr̃ã̃  
ET sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
EO sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
BA sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́  
ID sɔr̃ã̃ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ã̃ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM sɔr̃ã̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔɔr̃ɔ ̃a-kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR sɔr̃ ɔ-̃a  
OB sɔr̃ã̃ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́  
KB sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
WT sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́  
ON sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
IK sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́  
EK sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
AT sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
BI sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes sɔɣ̃ɔr̃ɔ ̃2 **tʊɣ̃ʊr̃ɔ ̃? 
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FIX, "PIN" (STICK) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pí↓ká T?  
BD   
Ịb anị pí↓ɣé/pí↓é  
Kalab a
rị 

pí↓ké  

BL   
KI pí↓ké  
NE pigá  
AK píge  
BU pígé  
OP pígé  
OY pige  
ET   
EO pígé  
BA pígé  
KL   
AP pígé  
ID piɣe/pike  
OG pike  
GM pike  
EG   
WO   
FU pike  
AR pike  
OB pike  
OT   
OE piké  
ME piké  
KU píké  
KB píké/píɣé  
WT pigé  
ON pígé  
IK pígé  
EK pígé  
KO pígé  
GB pígé  
OR píe!  
AT píyé  
BI píyé  
Notes pike 3  
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FLAG 
Defaka   
NK ɓite  
BD   
Ịb anị árʊ ́píɣé ɓɪt́ɛ ́ canoe-fix-cloth 
Kalab a
rị 

árʊ ́píké ɓɪt́ɛ ́ canoe-fix-cloth 

BL   
KI ɪḱpá↓tá  
NE bála ?, arʊ piga 

ɓɪtɛ ? 
 

AK pige ɓéte  
BU ɗɔŕɔ ́  
OP dɔŕɔ ́  
OY fɪlágɪ, pigé bɪdɛ  
ET ɗɔŕɔ ́  
EO pígé bɪt́ɛ ́  
BA pígé bɪt́ɛ  
KL   
AP pɪǵɛ ́bɪd́ɛ ́  
ID avɪála  
OG avɪála  
GM avɪála  
EG   
WO   
FU afɪála  
AR   
OB fɪlágɪ  
OT   
OE abɪála  
ME abiála  
KU   
KB tɪńɔ̃ ́  
WT tʊnɔ̃ ́  
ON dɔŕɔ ́  
IK ɗɔŕɔ ́  
EK tʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO tʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB tʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OR árʊ bɛd́ɛ  
AT elelimɔ ̃ ikẽĩ́, 

ágɔńɔ̃ǵɔ ́
 

BI fɪlágɪ  
Notes   
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FLAME 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị fɪnɪ ̃ɓɛlɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪnɪ ̃ɓɛlɛ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE fɪnɪ ̃ ́ɓɛlɛʊ  
AK hɛnɛ bɛĺɛ ́  
BU fɪńɪ ̃ ́ɓɛlɛʊ  
OP fɛńɛ̃ ́↓bɔĺɔú́  
OY fɪnɪ ̃ ́bɔlɔʊ  
ET   
EO (fɪnɪ ̃bɛĺɛʊ ̃  
BA   
KL   
AP fɪńɪ ̃ ́kɔŕɪ ́  
ID fɪnɪ  
OG   
GM fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪnɪ  
AR fɪnɪ ̃ ́ábɛlɔ  
OB fɪnɪ ̃bʊĺɔʊ  
OT   
OE   
ME fɪnɪ ̃bɪlɔʊ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK omũṹ  
KO fɪnɪ ̃ɛwɛĺɪ/bɔlɔʊ́ ́  
GB omṹ  
OR   
AT emi-y ̰ɛ ̃ ́féni  
BI vólú  
Notes   
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FLAY (V.T.) 
Defaka ɪḱpá J 337 [? skin n.  ?] 
NK fíɔrɔ, (ódu siĩ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ápárá síí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛśɪ@ ̰  

BL   
KI   
NE ɔnɪ ̃,́ ɪsɪsɪ ́  
AK   
BU ɔnɪ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY siĩ ́?  
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP ɔnɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɔnɪ  
OG opo, ɔnɪ  
GM ɔpɪrã̃ɪ ̃sĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU nãmã ozi sĩ  
AR ozi sĩ, ɔnɪ ̃ ́  
OB ɔnɪ  
OT   
OE anɪ  
ME anɪ  
KU ozṹ sĩ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɔnɪɪ ́  
KO ɔnɪɪ ́  
GB ozṹ ↓sĩ ́  
OR ɔnɪ  
AT kpɔńɪ ̃ ́  
BI anɪ  
Notes *ɔnɪɪ̃ ̃1  
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FLEA 
Defaka   
NK kiã-kiã, mpa  
BD   
Ịb anị akpɪŕɪkpáta  
Kalab a
rị 

obiri ikú, kwáta-
kwáta 

 

BL   
KI kṹŋgú  
NE obirí iku  
AK iké iku  
BU ogbɔ̃ú́ íkú  
OP ɛkpɛŕɛ ́  
OY akpɛ̃ ́  
ET ɛkpɛrɛɛ ́  
EO ɪkpɪ ́  
BA oké ɪkpɛrɛ  
KL   
AP akpɪ ́  
ID kpɪŕɪ ́  
OG ɪkpɪŕɪ ́  
GM obirí uku  
EG   
WO   
FU obiri úku  
AR ausá uku  
OB oké uku, obiri óku  
OT   
OE obiri oku  
ME obiri oku  
KU obiri oku  
KB ɛkpɛrɛɛ ́  
WT obiri ekpé, ɛkpɪrɪ  
ON akpɛrɛ  
IK árã̃  
EK obirir ugú  
KO obiri akpɪ ́  
GB   
OR irurúu  
AT ebiri awóo  
BI ĩmɓúɓulú  
Notes   
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FLESH 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị mɛnɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

meni  

BL   
KI minĩ ́  
NE imenĩ ́  
AK imẽńi  
BU mẽĺí  
OP mẽĺí  
OY minĩ ́  
ET melií  
EO mẽńĩ/́minĩ ́  
BA nãḿã ́mẽńĩ/́mĩńĩ ́  
KL   
AP mĩńĩ ́  
ID (ĩmeni  
OG meni  
GM minĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU (nãmã)imeni  
AR iminĩ ́  
OB meni  
OT   
OE mɛnɪ/mɪñɪ  
ME mɛnɪ  
KU mɪñɪ  
KB emenẽ ́  
WT mene  
ON mɛnɛ  
IK melií  
EK menĩ ́  
KO menĩ ́  
GB menĩ ́  
OR mɪñɪ  
AT imili  
BI ĩmbili  
Notes *ĩɓeli ? 1 Cf. Geme mbúùr, 

Nzakara mũ#l)u# ed 
Monino 1988:82 
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FLOAT (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK fõ ́ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fõ ́ĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fõ ́ĩ ́  

BL   
KI fõ ́ĩ ́  
NE foĩ  
AK hoĩ  
BU fõ ́ĩ ́  
OP fõ ́ĩ ́  
OY tɛɪ̃ ̃,́ ofoĩ  
ET fõ ́ĩ ́  
EO fõ ́ĩ ́  
BA fõ ́ĩ ́  
KL   
AP fõ ́ĩ ́  
ID foĩ  
OG foĩ  
GM foĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU fũĩ  
AR foĩ  
OB foĩ  
OT   
OE feĩ ́  
ME oféĩ/́feĩ ́  
KU ofuéĩ ́  
KB oféĩ ́  
WT oféĩ ́  
ON ofõ ́ĩ ́  
IK ofõ ́ĩ ́  
EK fõ ́ĩ ́  
KO ofõ ́ĩ ́  
GB ofõ ́ĩ ́  
OR fõ ́ĩ ́  
AT ófõ ́ĩ ́  
BI féĩ ́  
Notes ofũwẽĩ 2  
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FLOG (V.T.) 
Defaka pinĩ ́ J 358 beat (person) 
NK fam  
BD   
Ịb anị fomṹ/foḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

foḿ 
 

 

BL   
KI fomṹ  
NE famʊ̃,́ vɔrɔ ́  
AK lɛɛ́, vʊŕɔ  
BU fámʊ̃,́ vʊŕɔ ́  
OP   
OY famʊ̃,́ vʊrɔ,́ lɛɛ  
ET   
EO fámʊ̃,́ lɛɛ́ ́  
BA fámʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP vʊŕɔ ́  
ID famʊ,̃ vʊrɔ  
OG famʊ,̃ vʊrɔ  
GM titi, vʊrɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU lɛɛ, famʊ ̃  
AR famʊ ̃  
OB famʊ,̃ vʊrɔ  
OT   
OE famʊ,̃ vʊrɔ ́  
ME famʊ,̃ vʊrɔ ́  
KU vʊŕɔ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK vʊŕɔ ́  
KO vʊŕɔ ́  
GB famʊ̃,́ vʊŕɔ ́  
OR fáʊ ̃  
AT famʊ ̃  
BI fɔɔ́ ̃  
Notes *fɜmũ 1 =BEAT 
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FLOOD SEASON 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị opu miŋgi  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛgɛnɛ minji  

BL   
KI opu mẽŋgí  
NE opu mĩndí  
AK ɓogoi  
BU ɓówéí  
OP bówéí  
OY bowéi  
ET ɓoweí  
EO bówéi  
BA bówéí  
KL   
AP bówéí  
ID bowei  
OG bowei  
GM bowei kíri, beni sorí  
EG   
WO   
FU bowei (kirí)  
AR bowei kíri  
OB bowei  
OT   
OE bowei  
ME bowei  
KU buwei  
KB boweí  
WT bowei birí  
ON bowei  
IK ɓoweí  
EK boweí  
KO boweí  
GB boweí  
OR ɓoí  
AT ɓoó biri, ɓo ífie  
BI ɓoó, ɓo ogó, bʊmã, 

bʊmã ogóo 
 

Notes   
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FLOW (AS RIVER) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK sérí  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

tɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ídé↓rí  
NE tɛɪ́ ̃  
AK tɛɪ́,̃ idéri  
BU tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
OY teĩ ́  
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EO tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID tamã, tɛɪ̃ ̃  
OG tɛɪ̃,̃ tamã  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU tɛ‚ɪ ̃ ́  
AR tɛ‚ɪ ̃ ́  
OB tɛɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE tamã,́ tɛ‚ɪ ̃ ́  
ME tɛ‚ɪ ̃ ́  
KU tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KB amɔʊń, tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
WT amɔʊ̃ ̃  
ON tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
IK tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KO tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GB tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT táɪ ̃,́ ámʊ̃ʊ́ ̃  
BI tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ amʊ ̃  
Notes tɛɪ̃ ̃3 ‘drift’ better gloss? 
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FLOW (AS TIDE) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK sérí  
BD   
Ịb anị sírí  
Kalab a
rị 

sérí  

BL   
KI sérí  
NE seri  
AK iheri  
BU isérí  
OP   
OY iseri  
ET   
EO isórí  
BA   
KL   
AP isórí  
ID sori  
OG sori  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU sori  
AR sori  
OB seri  
OT   
OE sʊɔ,́ serí  
ME sʊɔ,́ serí  
KU sérí  
KB serií  
WT serí  
ON   
IK súɔ,́ sérí súɔ ́  
EK serí  
KO sérí sʊɔ́ ́  
GB sérí sʊɔ́ ́  
OR sʊɔ́ ́ɓéni  
AT sɔ ́  
BI sɔ ́  
Notes   
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FLOWER 
Defaka   
NK fláwɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

fɪláɓa/fɪláwa  

BL   
KI   
NE fʊláɓa/fʊláwa  
AK fláwa  
BU fʊláwa, odédé  
OP udédé  
OY fʊláwa  
ET odedé  
EO tɪ ̃ ́ɔṕɔ ́eri, túkó ɔṕɔ ́  
BA fláwa  
KL   
AP tɪ ̃ ́bírí-mɔ̃-́yé  
ID fʊláwa  
OG fʊláwa  
GM fʊláwa tɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dodó puló  
AR tɛ ̃tɔtɔ-ye  
OB tɪbɪtɪb́ɪ ́  
OT   
OE fʊláwa  
ME odede  
KU ɛyɔ ́tʊĺɔḿɔ ̃túó  
KB odedeé  
WT odedé  
ON odede  
IK yere-yereé  
EK odedé, fʊláwa  
KO ededé/odedé  
GB ededé  
OR fʊláɓa  
AT fɪláwa  
BI fʊláwa, égerigéri-ye  
Notes Cf. Esan ododo  
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FLY (V.I.) 
Defaka yéemã J 287 
NK fĩĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị fií  
Kalab a
rị 

fĩ tone class 5? 

BL   
KI fiĩ ́  
NE fĩ,́ ifĩ ́  
AK híĩ  
BU fĩ ́  
OP fõ ́ĩ ́  
OY fiĩ ́  
ET foĩ ́  
EO fõ ́ĩ ́  
BA fõ ́ĩ ́  
KL   
AP fúĩ ́  
ID fiĩ/́feĩ ́  
OG fiĩ/́foĩ ́  
GM foĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU fuĩ ́  
AR foĩ ́  
OB fiĩ ́  
OT   
OE efiĩ ́  
ME efiĩ/́fiĩ ́  
KU fĩ  
KB fiĩ ́  
WT fiĩ ́  
ON fiĩ ́  
IK fiĩ ́  
EK fiĩ ́  
KO fiĩ ́  
GB fiĩ ́  
OR fũĩ  
AT fiĩ ́  
BI fĩĩ  
Notes *ifõĩ 5?  
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FOAM (N.) 
Defaka   
NK okuɔɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔkɔkɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ífí↓kó  

BL   
KI ɔkɔkɔɔ ́  
NE ɔkɔḱɔ  
AK ihiko  
BU ifúké  
OP efúké  
OY efĩ ́  
ET ifiké  
EO efĩ ́  
BA efĩ,́ fóɣógóɣó, ɔkɔḱɔ ́  
KL   
AP ofóófó  
ID ofoɣi, ofogai/ofogoi  
OG ɔgbʊdʊ/ɔgbʊrʊ, 

ofokoi 
 

GM ofoi  
EG   
WO   
FU ofoɣofoɣo  
AR ofoku  
OB ɔfɔɣɔ  
OT   
OE fofo  
ME afʊfɔrɔ  
KU efĩ ́  
KB ofṹ  
WT efĩ ́  
ON fokofoko beni, efĩ ́  
IK efeké  
EK ifé  
KO ifé  
GB ifé  
OR ofokofoko  
AT sáḿ, ifokofóko  
BI minĩ ́ifée  
Notes   
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FOG 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị oɓutu ?  
Kalab a
rị 

oɓuto  

BL   
KI oɓutoó   
NE otíta  
AK obudo, okíríka  
BU obúdó  
OP obúdóú  
OY otitá  
ET obudoú  
EO otítá  
BA otítá  
KL   
AP otítá  
ID obidou, otita  
OG obua  
GM eri  
EG   
WO   
FU etita  
AR etita  
OB obudou  
OT   
OE obudou  
ME obudu  
KU obudu  
KB obudu  
WT obudu  
ON obúdó  
IK obudoú  
EK obubunõṹ, agbatɔrʊ ́  
KO obudoú, agbatɔrʊ ́  
GB obúdoú  
OR ɜgburɜ  
AT obori-mɔ̃-́bori  
BI ígúrúgú  
Notes *oɓutou 1  
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FOLD (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK íkó  
BD   
Ịb anị íkó  
Kalab a
rị 

íkó  

BL   
KI íkó  
NE kpolú, kpó  
AK kpóu  
BU kpó  
OP   
OY kpoó  
ET   
EO kpóó  
BA kpó  
KL   
AP kpóó  
ID gʊda  
OG gʊda  
GM kpoo  
EG   
WO   
FU kpoo  
AR kpo  
OB gʊda  
OT   
OE gɪdá  
ME gʊdá  
KU gʊd́á/gʊŕá  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kʊt́á  
KO kʊt́á  
GB apʊ ́  
OR gʊd́á  
AT kʊt́á  
BI kʊt́á  
Notes   
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FOLLOW (V.T.) 
Defaka pirimã J 290 
NK luko/luɣo  
BD   
Ịb anị dú↓ɣá/dú↓á  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗú↓ká, ɗú↓gá  

BL ɗukoó  
KI tugu ɗugo  
NE ɗugó, ɗugo-yáa  
AK ɗúgó  
BU tú dugo ?  
OP duwéi  
OY tú ɗué  
ET dúwéi  
EO dúgói  
BA ??was a linẽ 

inserted here? 
 

KL túú dúwéí  
AP tuu duo, duweí  
ID tuɣu duo/duɣo  
OG tu duo ?  
GM   
EG   
WO iduweí  
FU iduwéi, tu duo ?  
AR tuu dueí  
OB   
OT tuú dúwó  
OE   
ME tú dúó ?  
KU tú dúó ?  
KB tuú dúó  
WT tú dúó  
ON tú ɗúó, ɗuó  
IK túú duo  
EK túú dúó  
KO túú dúó 1  
GB kpɪsa  
OR kpasa, túú dúó  
AT abʊ dó  
BI   
Notes *ɗukɜ 1 or 3  
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FOOD 
Defaka éyãã́ J 30 (éé eat + yãã́ 

thing) 
NK fíe  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ-́nyɛÈ eat-thing 
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ-́yé  

BL   
KI fíyé  
NE fɪ-yaɪ eat-things 
AK hi-yai  
BU fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
OP fí-yáí  
OY fɪ-yaɪ  
ET fí-yáí  
EO fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
BA fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
KL   
AP fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
ID fɪýáɪ ́  
OG fɪ-yaɪ  
GM fɪ-yaɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪ-yaɪ  
AR fɪ-yaɪ  
OB fɪ-yaɪ  
OT   
OE fɪ-yáɪ ́  
ME fɪ-yáɪ ́  
KU fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
KB fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
WT fɪ-yáɪ ́  
ON fí-yáí  
IK fí-yáí  
EK fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
KO fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
GB fɪ-́yáɪ ́  
OR fɪɛ́ ́  
AT fɪ-́yɛɛ́  
BI fíyée  
Notes *fɪɪ-ye, fɪɪ-yaɪ 2 eat 

+ thing, things 
**fɪɪ-iyɜ ̰
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FOOT, TOP OF 
Defaka pára J 23 leg 
NK ɓíɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́  
NE ɓʊɔ ɔbʊ  
AK ɓuɔ  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́  
OP bʊẃɔ ́  
OY bʊwɔ  
ET ɓʊɔ́ ́  
EO bʊẃɔ ́  
BA bʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP bʊɔ́ ́  
ID bʊwɔ  
OG bʊɔ  
GM bʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊɔ  
AR bʊɔ  
OB bʊɔ ɔm̃bʊ  
OT   
OE bʊwɔ ́ábʊ ́  
ME bʊɔ ́  
KU bʊɔ́ ́pápɪĺa  
KB bʊɔ́ ́  
WT   
ON bʊɔ́ ́  
IK ɓʊɔ́ ́  
EK bʊɔ́ ́pálá  
KO bʊɔ́ ́pálá  
GB bʊɔ́ ́ápálá  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́ɔb́ʊ  
AT ɓɔ ́ápála  
BI bɔ ́kṹũ  
Notes ɓɪwɔ 2  
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FOREHEAD 
Defaka   
NK fáríɓéɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị fʊɓ́árá (ékékẽ  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊɓ́á↓rá  

BL   
KI fʊɓ́árá  
NE ãndɪ ́(kʊɪɔ́ ̃  
AK okóto  
BU okótó  
OP okótó  
OY okodó  
ET   
EO okótó  
BA okótó  
KL   
AP okótó  
ID okoto  
OG okodo  
GM okodo  
EG   
WO   
FU okoto  
AR okoto  
OB okodo  
OT   
OE okodo  
ME okodo  
KU   
KB   
WT amgba kokó  
ON   
IK   
EK okotó  
KO okotó  
GB okotó  
OR okoti  
AT okoto  
BI okuɗo  
Notes *okoti/okoto 1  
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FORGET (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓatamã J 298 
NK ɓíe ɓára  
BD   
Ịb anị bíé ↓ɓárá-mã  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓíó ↓ɓárá  

BL   
KI ɓíé ↓ɓárá  
NE ɓió ɓara, ɓɔgɔ  
AK ɓíye ɓára  
BU ɓíé ɓara  
OP bíé bira  
OY bɪrá  
ET ɓíé ɓara  
EO bárá  
BA bárá  
KL   
AP bárá  
ID bɪra  
OG bɪra  
GM bara sei  
EG   
WO   
FU bara  
AR bara  
OB bɪra  
OT   
OE bɪrá  
ME bɪrá  
KU bɪŕá  
KB bɪrá  
WT bɪrá fa  
ON bírá fa, bíé bira  
IK ɓíé ɓara  
EK bárá faá  
KO bárá (faá)  
GB bárá faá  
OR ɓára  
AT ɓárá  
BI ícé↓é-tɛ,́ ɓɪŕá-tɛ,́ *  
Notes *ɓara 2? **ɓata-  
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FORTY 
Defaka mãamã síi J 231 
NK mãa sií  
BD   
Ịb anị mmɛ sí  
Kalab a
rị 

mesí  

BL mesi, mã sí  
KI mesií  
NE mẽśi, mã ́si  
AK mã híi, mẽh́i  
BU mẽśí, mã ́sí  
OP mã si, mesi  
OY mesí, mãá si  
ET mesí, mãa sií  
EO mãá́ si, mesí  
BA mã ́si, mẽśí  
KL   
AP mãá́ si  
ID mãá si  
OG mãá si  
GM mãá si  
EG   
WO   
FU mãá si, mesí  
AR mãá si, mesí  
OB mãá́ sii  
OT   
OE mãa sii  
ME mã si  
KU mã si, mesi  
KB mã si, mesi  
WT mã si, mesi  
ON mesií, mã si  
IK mã sií, mesí  
EK mesí, mãa sií  
KO mesí  
GB mesí, mãa sí  
OR mesí  
AT mesí, mãa sí  
BI mesí  
Notes   
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FOUR (COUNTING) 
Defaka nẽĩ́ J 211 
NK nẽĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ínĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ínĩ ́  

BL ínẽĩ́ ́  
KI ínẽĩ́ ́  
NE inẽĩ  
AK nẽĩ  
BU nẽĩ́ ́  
OP nẽĩ́ ́  
OY nẽĩ  
ET nẽĩ́ ́  
EO nẽĩ́ ́  
BA nẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP nẽĩ́ ́  
ID nẽĩ  
OG nẽĩ  
GM nẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU nẽĩ  
AR nẽĩ  
OB nẽĩ  
OT   
OE nẽĩ ́  
ME nẽĩ ́  
KU nẽĩ́ ́  
KB nẽĩ́ ́  
WT nẽĩ́ ́  
ON nẽĩ́ ́  
IK nẽĩ́ ́?  
EK nõ ́ĩ ́  
KO nõ ́ĩ ́  
GB nẽĩ́ ́  
OR nĩĩ́ ́  
AT nĩĩ́ ́  
BI nĩ ́  
Notes *inõĩ 

**inõĩ ? 
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FOUR HUNDRED 
Defaka óbṍṍ J 239 
NK óɓõ ́ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị n dɛɛ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛńdɛ ́  

BL ɛńdɛ ́  
KI ɔ̃ńdɛ ́  
NE ɔñdɛ ́  
AK ɔñdɛɛ́  
BU ɔñdɛ ́  
OP ãndɛ ́  
OY a. ɔñdɛ ́

b. si a-si 
 
b. 20 x 20 

ET ãndɛ ́  
EO ɔñdɛ ́  
BA ɔñdɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɔñdɛ ́  
ID sia si 20 x 20 
OG sia si 20 x 20 
GM síá si 20 x 20 
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdɛ  
AR a. sia si 

b. kɛnɪ ̃ɔd́ɛ 
a. 20 x 20 
b. 1 400 

OB ɔñdɛ  
OT   
OE ãndɛ  
ME ãndɛ ́  
KU ɔñdɛ ́  
KB ɔñdɛ ́  
WT ɔñdɛ ́  
ON ãndɛ ́  
IK ɔñdɛ ́  
EK ɔñdɛ ́  
KO ɔñdɛ ́  
GB ɔñdɛ ́  
OR ɔd́ɛ  
AT ádɛ ̃  
BI ánɗɛ  
Notes *ɔd̃ɛ 2  
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FOUR (PEOPLE) 
Defaka nɛ̃↓́á  
NK nĩá  
BD   
Ịb anị ínĩá́  
Kalab a
rị 

ínĩá́  

BL   
KI ínĩá́  
NE   
AK nẽĩ-a kɛḿɛ  
BU nẽĩ́ ́á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OP nĩá́  
OY nõĩ-a  
ET nĩá́  
EO nẽĩ́ ́á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA nẽĩ́ ́á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP nĩá́  
ID nẽĩ-ya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG nẽĩ-ya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM nẽĩ-a  
EG   
WO   
FU nẽĩ a-kɪmɪ ̃  
AR   
OB nia kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE nẽĩ-́á kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME nẽĩ-́á kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU nĩá́  
KB nĩá́  
WT niá  
ON nẽĩ́-́á  
IK nĩá́  
EK nĩá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO nĩá́ kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB nĩá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR nĩá kɪmɪ ̃  
AT nĩé́ kɪmɪ ̃  
BI nĩá́ kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
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FOURTEEN 
Defaka úwei nɛ ̰̰ĩ J 221 10 4 
NK óyí nẽĩ́ ́ 10 4 
BD   
Ịb anị óyí ínĩ ́fínjí/fíndí 10 4 add 
Kalab a
rị 

ŋgie/ŋgei fá ji (1) 1 less 15 

BL INgɛɪ ́fa jiye  
KI   
NE oyi inẽĩ fɪndɪ  
AK oyi inẽĩ hɛndɛ  
BU óí nẽĩ́ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY oi nẽĩ fɪnɪ  
ET   
EO óí nẽĩ́ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA óí nẽĩ́ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP óí nẽĩ́ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi nẽĩ fɪnɪ  
OG oyi nẽĩ fɪnɪ  
GM oi nẽĩ fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU woi nii fɪnɪ  
AR oi nẽĩ fɪnɪ  
OB óyí nẽĩ́ ́fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí nẽĩ́ ́féni  
ME oyí nẽĩ́ ́féni/fɪńɪ  
KU óyí nẽĩ́ ́féni  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK óí nõ ́ĩ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí nõ ́ĩ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí nẽĩ́ ́fóni  
OR óyí nĩĩ́ ́fénĩ ́  
AT éyí nĩĩ́ ́fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí nĩ ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
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FOWL 
Defaka okunã 

okunã 
J 146 
S 

NK oka  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔbɪɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔɓɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɔɓɔɔ↓́kɔ ́  
NE kirí ófoni, ofoni  
AK ohoni, kiri ohoni  
BU ofónĩ ́  
OP ofónĩ,́ amã ́ kúbú 

ófónĩ ́
 

OY ofinĩ,́ kalá amã 
kubu ofinĩ ́

 

ET ofónĩ ́  
EO ofínĩ ́  
BA ofónĩ ́  
KL   
AP ofónĩ ́  
ID ofoni  
OG ofoni  
GM ofoni  
EG   
WO   
FU ofinĩ ́  
AR ofinĩ ́  
OB ofoni  
OT   
OE ofónĩ ́  
ME ofónĩ ́  
KU ofónĩ ́  
KB ofónĩ ́  
WT ofónĩ ́  
ON ofónĩ ́  
IK ofónĩ ́  
EK ofónĩ ́  
KO ofónĩ ́  
GB ofónĩ ́  
OR ámã ́féni  
AT awɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃  
BI awʊm̃ɛ̃ɛ́  
Notes   
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FREE, BE 
Defaka   
NK pápa(ɣẽ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɓ́ɪ ́nyãá́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ/́ɓʊ ́nyánã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓará tɪɓɪ yanã  
AK tɛɪ́  
BU fokíí  
OP   
OY tɛɪ, fokíí  
ET   
EO fókíí  
BA fókíí  
KL   
AP fókíí  
ID ɔfɛ, fomũ  
OG fomũ, ɔfɛ, paɣa  
GM fomũ  
EG   
WO   
FU fokii  
AR fomũ  
OB fomũ  
OT   
OE pɪrɪɪ,́ fomṹ  
ME fomṹ  
KU fómṹ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fokii, fómṹ  
KO fómṹ, tɛɪ́ ́  
GB páa-mɔ̃ ́  
OR ebi mɪɛ̃ ́ye, ɓárá tɪɓ́ɪ ́

yɪnã 
 

AT pá↓gá  
BI firíi  
Notes   
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FRIEND 
Defaka ókó ɓáɪ ́ J 197 
NK ikia-ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị nãŋgʊɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ikia-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ikia-ɓɔɔ ́  
NE mɔñdɪ-ɓɔ  
AK toi-ɓɔ ́  
BU ikíé-wéi  
OP ikiye-bɔ ́  
OY teí-bɔ, ikiyé-bɔ  
ET ikiówei  
EO ikíyó kɪḿɪ ̃,́ tóí-bɔ ́  
BA zówéí  
KL   
AP ikí ó-wéí  
ID zoguei/jowei,ɪyɛɛ ́  
OG ɛ zówei  
GM jowei  
EG   
WO   
FU jowei  
AR jowei  
OB iyɛ-́wei  
OT   
OE ɛyɛɛ ́  
ME ɛyɛɛ,́ ekie  
KU agbaɪ  
KB agbaɪ oweí, ekiará  
WT ekié  
ON ikie-bɔ  
IK ikiówei  
EK ikié  
KO ikia/ikie 

owéí/aráʊ/́kɪmɪ ̃ ́
 

GB ikié  
OR ikia  
AT ɓárá gbá-wéi  
BI yo-ɓɔ ́tʊɓɔ  
Notes *ikiɜ 1 friendship 
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FROG 
Defaka akaláḿ J 164 toad (‘frog’) 
NK akaláḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

akɪrɪ ́  

BL   
KI akɪrɪɪ ́  
NE akpálaɪ  
AK ɛmɛ̃t́ɛ  
BU akpɪĺaɪ  
OP akpálai, abɛd́úbɛdu, 

wómṹ 
 

OY akpɪĺaɪ, apɛtɪpɛt́ɪ  
ET akpilaí  
EO akpɪĺái, ɛpɛt́ɪ ́  
BA owúmṹ ɔgʊmʊ ̃  
KL   
AP ɔkpɪĺáɪ ́  
ID ákpalɪ  
OG ákpalɪ  
GM ákpalɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR ɛǵɛnɪ ̃,́ zaɣátu ɔgʊmʊ ̃  
OB ákpalɪ ́  
OT   
OE ákpalɪ ́  
ME akpalɪ  
KU aákpalɪ ́  
KB akpalɪ, abɔd́ɪ, 

ayápɪdɪ 
 

WT akpalɪ, ayãṕɪrɪṕɪ  
ON akpalai, apɛd́ípɛdi  
IK akpalaí  
EK ɛpɛd́ɪ  
KO akpálʊ  
GB akpalɪ ́  
OR   
AT akpalɪ, agáta  
BI akpalɪ  
Notes *akpalaɪ ? 4  
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FRUɪT 
Defaka   
NK tĩ ́téɓe ?  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ ́ḿgbɔĺʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́ḿgbɔĺɪ  

BL   
KI cɪḿgbɔĺʊ  
NE bẽĩ-yaɪ  
AK bẽĩ-ye  
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓẽĩ́-́yáɪ ́  
OP tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yáí  
OY tɪ ̃bẽĩ-yaɪ  
ET tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ɓẽĩ́-́yáí  
EO tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yé  
BA tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yé  
KL   
AP tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yé  
ID tɪ ̃bẽĩ-yaɪ  
OG tɪ ̃bẽĩ-yaɪ  
GM tɪ ̃fɪ/bẽĩ-yaɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bĩĩ-ye  
AR tɛ ̃bĩ-ye  
OB tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yáɪ ́  
OT   
OE tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yáɪ ́  
ME tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yáɪ ́  
KU tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yaɪ  
KB tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́ye  
WT tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yé  
ON bẽĩ́-́yé  
IK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ɓẽĩ́-́yáí  
EK bẽĩ́-́yé  
KO tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́-́yé  
GB tɪ ̃ ́bẽĩ́ ́  
OR tɪɪ́ ́ɓẽĩ́-ye  
AT sɪ ́kãã́  
BI pʊṕʊ,́ sɪ ́kãã́/pʊṕʊ  
Notes (tɛɪ̃)̃ bẽĩ-ye/yaɪ 2 2 2 (treẽ bear thing/-s 
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FRY (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK wáimã, (kpãŋ́gɛrɛ-

mã)́ 
 

BD   
Ịb anị kpãŋ́gɪrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbán↓gɪŕɪ,́ frá↓ɪ/́frã↓́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE gbãŋgɪrɪ ́  
AK gbãŋɪ'̃rɪ  
BU ɔgbãã́ŕɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY gbããnã ́  
ET   
EO gbáɣãá́  
BA   
KL   
AP gbãã́ńã ́  
ID gbaɣanã  
OG gbãŋãnã  
GM fraɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU gbaɣanã  
AR gbããnã  
OB gbããnã  
OT   
OE gbããŕã̃ ́  
ME gbããńã  
KU gbárã̃ ́?  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK gbãã́ŕã̃ ́  
KO gbãã́ŕã̃ ́  
GB fɪŕáɪ,́ gbãã́ŕã̃ ́  
OR gbãŋ́gɪrɪ  
AT gbãŕã̃ ́  
BI fɪrã̃  
Notes *gbãgarɪ/kpãgarɪ ? 2  
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FUFU 
Defaka   
NK akpɔkuru  
BD   
Ịb anị mɛnɪ-ny'ɛ, nʊñʊm̃ã  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔt́ɪra/ɔt́ara  

BL   
KI akpokurú, akpakurú  
NE ɔkpʊ̃ŋ́gɔrɔ/ɔkpʊ̃ḱɔrɔ

/* 
 

AK akpʊ̃ŋ́gara  
BU agú  
OP agú, utãŕã̃  
OY ʊtãŕã̃  
ET   
EO agṹ  
BA akpʊ̃ŋ́gara  
KL   
AP agṹ  
ID akpãḿgara  
OG akpamṹkara  
GM yaɣá  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR upurupúru  
OB iyaɣa  
OT   
OE agṹ  
ME agṹ  
KU ɔtɪ ̃ŕã̃  
KB ʊtĩŕã̃ã ́  
WT ʊtãŕã̃  
ON   
IK utãŕã̃  
EK ʊtãŕã̃, ɔkpʊʊ̃ḱɔrɔ  
KO ʊtãŕã̃, ɔkpʊʊ̃ḱɔrɔ  
GB ʊtãŕã̃  
OR ákpʊḱʊrɔ, afʊɓ́a  
AT akpʊkɔŕɔ  
BI ɔt́ɪńãá  
Notes   
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FULL MOON 
Defaka   
NK kpoɣoro-kpóɣóró 

ákalu 
 

BD   
Ịb anị akalʊ fáa  
Kalab a
rị 

bébé ákálʊ  

BL   
KI bébé ákálʊ ́  
NE ɔgɔńɔw̃ei-ɓei agba 

tʊá-tɛ 
 

AK agbá tua ɔgɔnɔ-̃woi  
BU agbá túá ogonõ wei  
OP agbá ↓túwAÈ ɔǵɔnɔĩ  
OY agba tʊwa agɔnɔ-̃

wei 
 

ET agbá túá-ɗɛi  
EO ɔgɔńó-wéí  
BA agbá tʊá ɔǵɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
KL   
AP agbá tʊá́-dɛɪ́ ́  
ID agba ɔgɔnɔ-̃wei  
OG ɔgɔnɔ-̃wéi agba tʊá́-

dɛɪ 
 

GM ɔgɔnɔ-̃wéi kɛkɛlɛ-́dɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU agba tʊa ɔgɔnɔ-̃wei  
AR ɔgɔnɔw̃éi agba  
OB tɛmɛtɛmɛ ɔgɔnɔ-̃

wei, * 
 

OT   
OE agbá ágɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
ME agɔnɔ-̃wéí agbá  
KU agʊnɛ̃-́ye agbá tʊá́-

dɔ ́
 

KB agbá tʊá́ ágɔńɔ̃ɪ́  
WT agɔnɔ-̃yé agbá tʊá́-

dɛ ́
 

ON atoni-ye agbá túá-dɛ  
IK agbá yɔŕɔ-́dɛi  
EK akalʊ ́yɔɔrɛɪ-́dɔɔ́ ́  
KO akalʊ ́ agbá yɔɔ́ŕɔ-́

dɔʊ́ ́
 

GB akalʊ ́agbá yɔɔ́ŕɛɪ́-́o  
OR   
AT ɪtonɪ-y ̰ɛ ̃yɔɔŕɪ-́sʊ  
BI mẽẽ́-́su tɔńʊ̃ʊ́  
Notes   
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FULL, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka ɓáya J 259 
NK ɓẽĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị bíí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓĩ ́  

BL   
KI ɓẽĩ́ ́  
NE bẽĩ, tɪṕaa  
AK bẽĩ  
BU ɓẽĩ́ ́  
OP bẽĩ́ ́  
OY bẽĩ  
ET ɓẽĩ́ ́  
EO bẽĩ́ ́  
BA bẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP bẽĩ́ ́  
ID bẽĩ  
OG bẽĩ  
GM bẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU bĩĩ  
AR bẽĩ  
OB bẽĩ  
OT   
OE bẽĩ ́  
ME bẽĩ ́  
KU bẽĩ́ ́  
KB bẽĩ́ ́  
WT bẽĩ ́  
ON bẽĩ́ ́  
IK ɓẽĩ́ ́  
EK bẽĩ́ ́  
KO bẽĩ́ ́  
GB bẽĩ́ ́  
OR ɓẽĩ́ ́  
AT ɓẽĩ́ ́  
BI mẽẽ́ ́  
Notes ɓẽĩ 2  
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FUR 
Defaka   
NK nãḿã ́díme  
BD   
Ịb anị ósúká  
Kalab a
rị 

ísú↓ké  

BL   
KI ícúká, ícú↓ká  
NE ituka  
AK ituko  
BU támã ́  
OP támã ́  
OY ɪtamã  
ET   
EO   
BA nãḿã ́támã ́  
KL   
AP ɪtámã ́  
ID tamã  
OG tamã  
GM dumũ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR nãmã tamã  
OB itɛmɛ  
OT   
OE ɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
ME ɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KU obúlú  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK támã ́  
KO nãḿã ́támã ́  
GB nãḿã ́támã ́  
OR   
AT támã ́  
BI nɪ ̃ḿã ́tɪḿɛ̃ɛ́  
Notes   
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G. 
 
Allen's Galago, Galago alleni, Dwarf Galago, Galagoides demidovii 
 
Notes: names for Allan’s galago are rarely recorded, but when they are, they are always the same as the 
dwarf galago. The common Ịzọn root is *ẹfɛf́ɛɪ̀ń, and the others are complex epithets, such as kẹnị-tɛńẹ-bịla-
dɛńghɪ ̀‘one thigh is bigger than an elephant’. Ogbia (Central Delta) has efefe, but this is probably a loan and 
ẹfɛf́ɛɪ̀ń an original Ịzọn form. 
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GATHER (TOGETHER) (V.T.) 
Defaka kobiri J 321 
NK kpó↓ó, gbá↓lá  
BD   
Ịb anị kóbirí/kúbirí  
Kalab a
rị 

kó↓ɓírí  

BL   
KI kóɓírí-↓mã ́  
NE koɓirí, koɓiri-mɔ̃ ́  
AK koɓiri-mɔ̃ɔ́, 

kpokpoli-mɔ̃ɔ́ 
 

BU ɓɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP bɛńĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OY bɛnɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET ɓɛni-mɔ̃ ́  
EO bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID gbolo-mɔ, bɛnɪ-mɔ  
OG bɛnɪ-mɔ  
GM bɛnɪ-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛnɪ-mɔ  
AR bɛnɪ-mɔ  
OB bɛnɪ-mɔ  
OT   
OE bɛnɪ-mɔ  
ME bɛnɪ-mɔ  
KU bɛnɪ-mɔ  
KB gbile-mɔ, bɛnɪ-mɔɔ ́  
WT gbele-mɔɔ ́  
ON bɛnɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
IK kpeé ?  
EK kpeé  
KO bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
GB kpei-mɔ̃ ́  
OR ɓɛnɪ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
AT ɓɛlɪmɔ̃ɪ́, karɪ↓́ɪ ́  
BI ɓɛnɪ-mʊ ̃  
Notes EI *koɓiri 3  
 



418 

GATHER (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kóbiri ?  
BD   
Ịb anị kobirí/kubirí  
Kalab a
rị 

koɓirí  

BL   
KI kóbírí-↓mã,́ 

kpókpónĩ-́↓mã ́
 

NE kóɓiri, koɓirí-ya  
AK koɓiri-yáa  
BU ɓɛńɪ ̃ ́  
OP bɛńĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OY bɛnɪ-mɔ̃ ́?  
ET ɓɛni-mɔ̃ ́?  
EO bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́?  
KL   
AP bɛńɪ ̃ ́  
ID bɛnɪɪ ́  
OG bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
GM bɛnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
AR gboleí, bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OB bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ME bɛnɪ ̃ ́?  
KU bɛnɪ  
KB gbileí, bɛnɪ  
WT bɛnɪɪ ́  
ON bɛni-mɔ̃ ́?  
IK kpeé ?  
EK kpeí  
KO bɛnɪ-ɪ ́  
GB   
OR ɓɛnɪ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
AT kara, ɓɛlɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
BI ɓɛnʊ-̃mʊ ̃  
Notes EI *koɓiri-i 5  
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Gambian giant rat, Cricetomys gambianus, Emin's Giant-rat, Cricetomys emini 
These two species have the same name in all recorded Ịjọ lects. 
 
Notes: the giant rats have a variety of names, the most common of which are *isu and *oro, but none that 
can be confidently reconstructed to any high level. None of the names seem to be borrowed from 
neighboujring languages. 
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GECKO 
Defaka   
NK wári ɓakú-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị wárɪ ́bɪlá-gogo  
Kalab a
rị 

wárɪ ́↓ɓʊĺɔ ́  

BL   
KI wárɪ-́↓ɓɔ ́  
NE warɪ ́ɓɔlɔ, ɓɔĺɔ  
AK warí mɔlɔɪ, wari gɔ ́

ibi ɗígi 
 

BU wárɪ ́ kigi 
ɪmɔLɛɪ/ɪmɔlɔɪ 

 

OP wárí koru  
OY warɪ ́koru  
ET tɛḿɛ̃ ́ámɔ̃ĺɛí́  
EO wárɪ ́kóru  
BA wárɪ ́kórú  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́kórú  
ID warɪ kórú  
OG warɪ kóru  
GM warɪ kóru  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ kórú  
AR warɪ kóru  
OB warɪ kórú  
OT   
OE warɪ ́koru  
ME warɪ ́koru  
KU wárɪ ́koru  
KB wárɪ ́koru  
WT warɪ ́korú  
ON wárí tɛmɛ  
IK wárí koru  
EK wárɪ ́tɛmɛ  
KO wárɪ ́tɛḿɛ  
GB wárɪ ́tamã  
OR ókoromõwei  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃ ́tɛḿɛ  
BI ocúlóo  
Notes   
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Genets, (Genetta spp. VIVERRIDAE Large-spotted Genet, Genetta pardina, Crested Genet, Genetta cristata. 
‘fox’  
 
The two genet spp. have the same name in almost all Ịjọ lects, but are occasionally distinguished. The names 
are therefore given here in two parallel columns. 

 I II  

    
Defaka    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị pʊnʊ ̃  CBP 
BL    
KI    
NE pʊnʊ ̃  dic 
AK    
BU    
OP    
OY    
ET    
EO    
BA    
KL    
AP    
ID ewere  CBP check pron 

Letugbene 
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR    
OB    
OT    
OE    
ME awɪrɪ  dictionary id<CBP
KU    
KB    
WT    
ON    
IK    
EK    
KO ɛdʊ ́   
GB    
OR    
AT    
BI    
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Notes: the names for genet divide into three clear groups, with *ɛdʊ ́in the west, *pUnU in the centre and *-
were in the east. Strnagely, none of these have any source in neigbouring langusages, which usually have 
quite different forms. 
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GILLS 
Defaka   
NK mãmãká  
BD   
Ịb anị sãŋgoló  
Kalab a
rị 

sãŋgoló  

BL   
KI sãŋgoloó, amgba  
NE sãŋ́golo-ɓá  
AK hãŋ́golo  
BU sãŋ́góló  
OP sãŋ́góló  
OY ĩndí amgba/ukuko  
ET   
EO apó, sãŋ́góló  
BA ɪsãŋ́ãĺóú  
KL   
AP apó, sãã́ĺó  
ID ɪsãlo, isoolo, ako  
OG isoɣolo  
GM idi ágba/sólo  
EG   
WO   
FU idí isãloo  
AR idi ásããlo  
OB asõlou  
OT   
OE sããlo  
ME sãlo  
KU sãlo  
KB sãlo  
WT sãlo  
ON   
IK   
EK sãloó  
KO sãloó  
GB okókáí, sãloó  
OR ʃiɜló  
AT ɪsãlo  
BI ɔgãã́  
Notes *isɜg̰olo 1 [check ɪ-/i-] 
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GIN 
Defaka   
NK jíni  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ɪŕɪ ́íru  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓rá mɪɛ̃ irú, 
ɓekinã ́íru,* 

 

BL   
KI aká mere, ɓekɛ ̃íru  
NE atʊɔ́  
AK zíni, ɓéke wúru  
BU ɓéke wuru, tʊɔ́ ́

wuru 
 

OP béké ↓wúrú, túwɔ ́
↓wúrú 

 

OY tʊwɔ ́wuru  
ET uruú  
EO tʊɔ́ ́ wúru, béké 

wuru 
 

BA zɪńɪ/jíni, tʊɔ́ ́wúrú ?  
KL   
AP beké wuru  
ID tʊɔ wúru, beké 

wuru 
 

OG beké wuru  
GM beké wuru, tʊɔ 

wurú 
 

EG   
WO   
FU tʊɔ wúru  
AR beké wuru  
OB beké wuru  
OT   
OE (bekẽ wuru  
ME beke wuru  
KU bikoorú  
KB buke/bike urú  
WT tʊɔ wuru, beke 

owúrú 
 

ON beke wuru  
IK tʊɔ wurú  
EK beke urú  
KO beké uru  
GB kʊrɔ wurú  
OR (kʊrɔ ̃wuru  
AT oru  
BI iru  
Notes   
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GIRL 
Defaka   
NK érɛ ́tɔḱu-ɓɔ ?  
BD   
Ịb anị 
 

kálá ɔ↓́rʊ-́ɓɔ ́↓tʊẃɔ  

Kalab a
rị 

ɛŕɛ-́ɓɔ ́tʊɓ́ɔ  

BL   
KI éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́tɔkʊ  
NE ɪyɔrɔ tɔǵʊ  
AK ɪyɔrɔ awɔɔ́  
BU éré tʊɓ́ɔʊ  
OP éré túbɔú́  
OY ere tɔb́ɔʊ  
ET éré tuɓɔú  
EO ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ́  
BA ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ  
ID ɪyɔrɔ tʊb́ɔ ́(ʊ)́  
OG ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔʊ́  
GM ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪyɔrɔ tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
AR ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ  
OB ɪyɔrɔ tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT   
OE ɪyɔŕɔ ́tʊbɔʊ  
ME ɛyɔŕɔ ́tʊbɔʊ  
KU ɛrʊɔ́-bAU  
KB erʊɔɔ́-ba, ɛrʊɔ́  
WT ɛrɔ-́baʊ  
ON éré tɔbɔu, éré-wɔu-

bau 
 

IK éré tuɓɔú  
EK éré-baʊ ́  
KO eré-á-baʊ ́  
GB eré-baʊ ́  
OR eré tɔɓɔʊ ́  
AT éré tɔb́ɔ  
BI ɓayá ere-a-tʊɓɔ  
Notes   
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GIVE (V.T.) 
Defaka amã J 326 
NK piri  
BD   
Ịb anị pɪrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪrɪ  

BL   
KI pɪrɪ ́  
NE pɪrɪ ́  
AK pɛŕɛ  
BU pɪŕɪ ́  
OP pɛŕɛ ́  
OY pɪrɪ ́  
ET pɛrɛ ́  
EO pɪŕɪ ́  
BA pɪŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP pɪŕɪ ́  
ID pɪrɪ  
OG pɪrɪ, kɔ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU pɪrɪ  
AR pɪrɪ  
OB pɪrɪ  
OT   
OE pɪrɪ  
ME pɪrɪ  
KU pɪrɪ  
KB pɪrɪɪ ́  
WT pɪrɪ  
ON akɛ ́pɛrɛ ?  
IK (akɛ)́ pɛrɛɛ ́  
EK pɪrɪ ́  
KO pɪrɪ ́  
GB pɪrɪ ́  
OR pɪrɪ  
AT pɪrɪ ́  
BI pɪrɪ  
Notes *pɪrɪ 1  
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GIVE AS PRESENT, "DASH" (VT) 
Defaka   
NK jia píri  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛɪ̃ ̃  

BL   
KI   
NE sɛ̃ ́  
AK hɛɛ̃ ̃́   
BU sɛ̃,́ pɪŕɪ ́  
OP   
OY dasɪ, sɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET   
EO dásɪ,́ sɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA   
KL   
AP pɪŕɪ,́ sɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
ID sɪ ̃  
OG sɪ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU sɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR sɪ ̃  
OB sɪɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE sɪ ̃  
ME dasɪ,́ sɪ ̃  
KU sɪ ̃  
KB sɛɪ̃ ̃,́ pɪrɪ ́  
WT pɪrɪ, sɛɪ̃ ̃  
ON   
IK   
EK sɛɛ̃ ́  
KO sɛɛ̃,́ pɪrɪ ́  
GB dié, dásɪ ́  
OR dáas, sɛ ̃  
AT dásɪ  
BI dásɪ,́ sã  
Notes *sɛɪ̃ ̃1  
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GO 
Defaka sia J 277 
NK súó, ómṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị mṹ, só  
Kalab a
rị 

mṹ, só  

BL   
KI mṹ, só  
NE mũ, sou  
AK mũ  
BU mṹ  
OP mṹ  
OY mũ  
ET mṹ  
EO mṹ  
BA mṹ  
KL   
AP mṹ  
ID mũ  
OG mũ  
GM mũ  
EG   
WO   
FU mũ  
AR mũ  
OB mũ  
OT   
OE mṹ  
ME mũṹ  
KU mṹ  
KB mṹ  
WT mũṹ  
ON mṹ  
IK mṹ  
EK mṹ  
KO mṹ  
GB mṹ  
OR mṹú  
AT mũ  
BI mṹ  
Notes *mũ 2 Kru mũ 
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GO ADRIFT (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK tẽ↓́ĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI tɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃/́tẽ↓́ĩ ́  
NE tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AK tɛĩ́  
BU (páá) tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EO tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID tɛɪ̃ ̃  
OG tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GM tɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AR tɛɪ̃ ̃  
OB tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KB tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
WT tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
IK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KO tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GB tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
AT táɪ ̃ ́  
BI tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
Notes   
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GO AGROUND (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị gbanã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbanã ́  

BL   
KI gbanãã ́  
NE gbãá -n->0 
AK gbãá  
BU kírí kɔrɪ  
OP kírí kɔri  
OY kirí kɔrɪ  
ET kɔrí  
EO kírí kɔŕɪ  
BA kírí kɔŕɪ  
KL   
AP kírí kɔŕɪ ́  
ID kiri kʊá́rɪ/́kɔŕɪ ́  
OG kiri kɔŕɪ ́  
GM kiri kɔŕɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri kɔrɪ ́  
AR kiri kɔŕɪ  
OB kiri kɔŕɪ ́  
OT   
OE kirí kɛrɪ  
ME kirí kɛrɪ  
KU kírí kɛrɪ  
KB kírí kɔrɪ  
WT kirí kɔrɪ ́  
ON kírí kɔri  
IK kírí kɔri  
EK kírí kɔrɪ  
KO kírí kɔŕɪ  
GB kírí kɔrɪ  
OR kírí kɔŕɪ  
AT kírí kɔŕɪ  
BI kírí kɔŕʊ ́  
Notes   
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GO DOWN, DESCEND (V.I.) 
Defaka izé J 282 
NK kóró (ɓó)  
BD   
Ịb anị kóró  
Kalab a
rị 

kúró, iderí  

BL   
KI kóró, ídé↓rí  
NE iderí, koro  
AK (korõ idéri  
BU idérí, kóró  
OP kóró  
OY koro  
ET kóró  
EO kóró  
BA kóró  
KL   
AP kóró  
ID kiri mṹ, koro bo  
OG koro bo  
GM koro bo  
EG   
WO   
FU tĩy ̰ɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AR kiri koró, koro  
OB koro kiri bó  
OT   
OE koró bó, kirí a bó  
ME koró, eyérí  
KU kóró  
KB eyérí  
WT eyérí  
ON iyérí, kóró  
IK kóró  
EK iyérí  
KO kóró/iyérí bó  
GB yérí  
OR kóró  
AT íyérí  
BI yérí  
Notes *ijeri 3 

**ijeri 
*koro 
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GO ROUND 
Defaka kanã-mã J 289 turn round vi 
NK mẽndi kãá-mã, 

kanã-mã 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ikelekelé, ikele-mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

a. ikele-mã ́
b. kanã 

a. 
b. J 289 turn round 
vi 

BL   
KI kele-mã,́ kanã-mã ́  
NE ikelé, foŋgolo, 

akanã ́
 

AK ikéle  
BU ikéléké, yɔɔ́ŕɔ ́  
OP ekéléí, yɔɔ́ŕɔ ́  
OY yɔɔrɔɪ́  
ET wɛńĩ ́ikelé  
EO ikélé, yɔɣ́ɔŕɔ ́  
BA ikéléi  
KL   
AP wãɪ́ ́íkélé  
ID ikeléí, yɔɔrɛɪ ́  
OG ikelé (bõ, yɔɣɔrɔ  
GM yɔrɛɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR yɔrɔ  
OB yɔɔrɛɪ ́  
OT   
OE yɔɔrɛɪ ́  
ME yɔrɛɪ ́  
KU yɔrɛɪ ?  
KB yɔrɛɪ ́  
WT yɔrɪɪ ́  
ON ekelé  
IK yɔrɔɔ ́  
EK yɔɔrɛɪ ́  
KO wɛńɪ ̃ ́yɔɔrɛɪ/́yɔɔrɔɪ ́  
GB akanãɪ́ ́  
OR akanãɪ́ ́ɓɛɪ́  
AT ákánãá  
BI cĩ, ákɪnã  
Notes akanã 1 go round, 

encircle 
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GO TO BUSH/FISHING (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŕʊ ́páká, ɗʊɔ mṹ  

BL   
KI sɔ ́  
NE ɓoú paga, pirí sʊɔ  
AK ɓou húo, higi  
BU síí  
OP síí ?  
OY sii  
ET síí ?  
EO síɣí  
BA bóú sʊɔ́  
KL   
AP síí  
ID siɣi/sii  
OG siɣi  
GM bou mũ, sii  
EG   
WO   
FU siɣi, bou mũ  
AR siɣi  
OB sii  
OT   
OE sií  
ME bou sʊɔ, bou si  
KU síí  
KB sʊɔ́,́ síí  
WT boú sʊɔ, sií  
ON bou sʊɔ́, síí  
IK síí ?  
EK síí  
KO síí, ĩndi dɔʊ,́ tɔŕʊ ́

páá 
 

GB síí  
OR ɓou ɓéle fɪrɪ wɛnɪ  
AT wɛńɪ ̃,́ wɛńɪ ̃ ́y ̰ɛɛ̃ ̃́   
BI kɔrʊyɛɛ́ mṹ  
Notes   
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GO UP (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK tándí  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓wó  
Kalab a
rị 

í↓wó  

BL   
KI íwóo ?  
NE iwó  
AK iwóo  
BU owóú  
OP owóú  
OY uwoú (mũ  
ET uwóú  
EO uwóú  
BA uwóú  
KL ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́uwou  
AP uwóú  
ID wɛnɪ ̃ iwou, 

ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́iwou, * 
 

OG ɔgɔnɔ ̃mũ  
GM owou  
EG ugou g > w 
WO ugou  
FU ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́ugou  
AR ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́ugou  
OB ɔgɔnɔ ̃mṹ  
OT   
OE agɔnɔ ̃ owou, 

owóú 
 

ME owóú  
KU owóú  
KB owú  
WT owóú  
ON owóú  
IK uwóú  
EK uwóú  
KO uwóú (mṹ)  
GB uwóú  
OR íwóu  
AT ówó  
BI íwó  
Notes *igou 3  
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GO/COME OUT 
Defaka  TNRUni 
NK páká/páɣá  
BD   
Ịb anị páɣá/páá  
Kalab a
rị 

páká  

BL   
KI páká  
NE paga  
AK paga (mũ  
BU páá  
OP pá (bó) ?  
OY paa (mũ  
ET pá ?  
EO páɣá  
BA páɣá  
KL páɣá  
AP páá  
ID paɣa  
OG paɣa  
GM paɣa  
EG paa  
WO paa  
FU paa  
AR paɣa  
OB paa  
OT   
OE paá  
ME paá  
KU pɪɣ́á  
KB pʊá́  
WT paá (bó)  
ON páá ?  
IK páá  
EK páá  
KO páá  
GB páá  
OR páa!  
AT páá, ɓɛ tɛɪ́  
BI páá  
Notes *paka 2  
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GOAT 
Defaka óbórí J 138 
NK oɓórí  
BD   
Ịb anị óɓórí  
Kalab a
rị 

óɓórí  

BL   
KI óɓórí  
NE oɓori  
AK oɓori  
BU oɓórí  
OP obórí  
OY obori  
ET oɓórí  
EO obórí  
BA obórí  
KL   
AP obórí  
ID obori  
OG obori  
GM obori  
EG   
WO   
FU obori  
AR obori  
OB obori  
OT   
OE obórí  
ME obórí  
KU obórí  
KB obórí  
WT oɓórí  
ON obórí  
IK oɓórí  
EK obórí  
KO obórí  
GB obórí  
OR ámã ́nãḿã  
AT óɓórí  
BI ámã ́nɪ ̃ḿã ́  
Notes *oɓori 2 

**oɓori ? 
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GOD 
Defaka tabɪɔ́ J 207 
NK tɛḿɛ̃ ́ so, abati, 

(támʊ̃ńɔ̃)́ 
 

BD   
Ịb anị támʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

támʊ̃ńɔ̃=́tɛḿɛ̃-́árɔ ́  

BL   
KI támṹnɔ̃ ́  
NE ayiɓa/ayeɓa, tɛmɛ-

ɓɔ 
 

AK ayeɓa, wa y̰ĩŋĩ  
BU ayíɓá  
OP wó yẽĩ́,́ ayíbá, *  
OY wɔ y ̰ĩ  
ET wó yẽĩ́ ́  
EO wɔ ́yĩŋ́í, támãŕá, *  
BA wóyẽŋ́ĩ, ayíbá  
KL   
AP wɔ y ̰ĩŋĩ  
ID tamãra  
OG tamãra(ʊ ̃  
GM tamãra  
EG   
WO   
FU tamãraʊ  
AR tamãraʊ  
OB tamãrã̃  
OT   
OE tamãŕáʊ,́ o zíí-áráʊ ́  
ME tamãŕáʊ,́ o yĩ ́  
KU oó yĩ ́  
KB ó yĩ,́ tɪmɔ̃ẃéí, 

tɪḿãŕá 
 

WT ó yĩ ́  
ON ó yẽĩ́,́ támãŕáṹ  
IK wó yẽĩ́  
EK wó yẽŋ́í  
KO wó yẽŋ́í,ógínã-́

áráú,* 
 

GB wó yẽŋ́í  
OR yiɓɜ  
AT ziɓe  
BI sɪɓ́ɪźárɔɔ́  
Notes *tɛmɛ-araʊ 2 creat-rix 
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GOLD 
Defaka   
NK gúlu  
BD   
Ịb anị góolu  
Kalab a
rị 

gólu  

BL   
KI góli  
NE gólu  
AK   
BU gólu  
OP gólu  
OY gólu  
ET   
EO gólu  
BA   
KL   
AP gól"  
ID óro Portuguese 
OG óro Portuguese 
GM óro Portuguese 
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB gólu"  
OT   
OE gólu  
ME gólu  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK gólu  
EK gólu  
KO gólu  
GB gól"  
OR   
AT góli  
BI góo"l  
Notes   
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GOOD, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka íyókó J 255 
NK iɓi  
BD   
Ịb anị ibi  
Kalab a
rị 

iɓi  

BL   
KI iɓií  
NE ebí  
AK ibíi  
BU ebí/ibí  
OP ebí  
OY ebí  
ET ebií  
EO ebí  
BA ebí  
KL   
AP ebí  
ID ebi  
OG ebi  
GM ebi  
EG   
WO   
FU ebi  
AR ebi  
OB ebi  
OT   
OE ebi  
ME ebi  
KU ebi  
KB ebií  
WT ebi  
ON ebi  
IK ebií  
EK ebií  
KO ebií  
GB ebií  
OR ebi  
AT ebi  
BI ebi  
Notes *eɓi 1  
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GRANDCHILD 
Defaka   
NK tɔɣú tɔɣ́u  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ tʊwɔɔ́ tʊwɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

tá↓á tʊɓ́ɔ  

BL   
KI ɪyá tɔkʊ tɔkʊ  
NE taʊ ́tɔgʊ ́  
AK tatáwɔ  
BU táʊ ́tʊɓɔʊ  
OP   
OY taʊ ́tɔbɔʊ  
ET kɔńɔ̃/́tau tuɓɔú  
EO táʊ ́tɔb́ɔʊ  
BA táʊ ́tɔb́ɔʊ  
KL   
AP táʊ ́tɔb́ɔʊ  
ID taa  
OG taʊ tɔb́ɔʊ  
GM taʊ tɔbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU taʊ tɔb́ɔʊ  
AR taʊ tɔb́ɔʊ  
OB taɪ tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT   
OE taʊ ́tʊbɔʊ  
ME taʊ ́tʊbɔʊ  
KU tá tʊbɔʊ  
KB tá tʊbɔ  
WT taʊ ́tʊbɔ  
ON táú tɔbɔu  
IK taú tuɓɔú  
EK ɪ táʊ ́(tʊbɔʊ̃ ̃  
KO táʊ ́tɔbɔʊ  
GB táʊ ́tʊbɔʊ́ ́  
OR   
AT taʊ tɔɓ́ɔ  
BI inẽ tʊɓ́ɔ ́tʊɓɔ, *  
Notes   
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GRANDFATHER 
Defaka   
NK opu daa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪyɛ opú-ɗa  
Kalab a
rị 

opu ɗa-ɓɔ  

BL   
KI opu ɗa-ɓɔ  
NE tadá owei/ -ɓɔ  
AK opu ɗáu  
BU opú ɗaʊ  
OP opú dau  
OY opú daʊ  
ET opú dau  
EO opú dáʊ/́ dááda  
BA opú dáʊ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID opu daʊ ́  
OG opu daʊ  
GM ɛnɪ ̃ópu daʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU opu dáʊ ́  
AR opu dáʊ  
OB opu dáʊ ́  
OT   
OE opu daʊ  
ME opu daʊ  
KU okosi daʊ  
KB okosi daá, opu daá  
WT okósí dáʊ ́  
ON opu dau  
IK opu ɗaú  
EK kosú dada/daʊ  
KO kosu dáʊ, kosu dáda  
GB kosí daʊ  
OR kosi dáʊ  
AT kuza dée, ka dée, 

á↓dé 
 

BI kosi dá-ɓɔ  
Notes   
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GRANDMOTHER 
Defaka   
NK opu niŋgi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪyɛ opú nyiŋgi  
Kalab a
rị 

opu yiŋgi-ɓɔ, í↓nẽ ́  

BL   
KI opu yẽŋgi-ɓɔ  
NE tẽŋgí-ara/ -ɓɔ  
AK opu yĩŋ́ĩ  
BU opú y ̰ẽĩ  
OP opú y ̰ẽĩ  
OY opú y ̰ẽĩ  
ET opu yẽĩ ́  
EO opú yĩŋ́í/nɛɛ̃ ̃́ ńɛ  
BA opú yẽŋ́í  
KL   
AP   
ID opu yẽĩ ́  
OG opu nɛɛńɛ, *  
GM ɛnɪ ̃ópu y ̰ẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU opu yĩŋ́í  
AR opu yĩŋ́í  
OB opu yẽĩ́ ́  
OT   
OE opu y ̰ĩĩ  
ME opu y ̰ĩ, okósú yĩ ́  
KU okosi yiĩ ́  
KB opu yiĩ,́ okosi yiĩ ́  
WT okósí yĩ ́  
ON opu y ̰ẽĩ  
IK opu yẽĩ ́  
EK kosí yẽŋgi/ínãa  
KO kosu yẽŋ́ĩ, kosu ínã  
GB kosí yẽŋĩ  
OR kosi yṹũ  
AT ka yíi, kuzu ayíi  
BI kosi nyú-ɓɔ  
Notes   
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GRASS 
Defaka   ḿbóbárí J 55 
NK   ḿbúbónĩ ́  
BD     
Ịb anị ósúká    
Kalab a
rị 

ósúká osũãɪ ̃   

BL     
KI  osõĩ ́   
NE osũŋgá    
AK ituko    
BU itúgó    
OP otúgó    
OY tuko/tuwo    
ET otúgó    
EO túkó    
BA túkó    
KL     
AP túkó    
ID tuko    
OG tuka    
GM tuke    
EG     
WO     
FU tuké    
AR tuké    
OB tuko    
OT     
OE tuwó    
ME tuó    
KU túó    
KB túó    
WT tuɣó    
ON túó    
IK túkó    
EK túgó    
KO túó/túá    
GB itúgó    
OR túɜ�    
AT   ikpu, ɪśɪśá  
BI   ikpu  
Notes *otũkɜ ? 2  

t-s irreg; ?*t 
weakens before ũ 

*otũkɜ + a-y ̰ẽ ? miscellaneous  
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GRATE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK gú↓rú, síɣiri  
BD   
Ịb anị gré↓tá  
Kalab a
rị 

gré↓tá, gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI gbɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́  
NE sã ́  
AK hã  
BU ɪsɪ ́  
OP   
OY ɪsɪ  
ET   
EO ɪsɪ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɪsɪ ́  
ID sã  
OG sã  
GM sã  
EG   
WO   
FU sɪɪ  
AR sã  
OB sɪɪ  
OT   
OE gãã ́  
ME sãã,́ sɪɪ ́  
KU sɪ ́?  
KB sɪɪ ́  
WT sɪɪ ́  
ON famʊʊ̃̃ ́  
IK   
EK sɪɪ ́  
KO sɪɪ ́  
GB sɪɪ ́  
OR kʊɔ́ ́  
AT kʊɔ  
BI kɔ  
Notes   
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GRAVE 
Defaka   
NK kínĩ ́ábanã  
BD   
Ịb anị dúpú  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗúɓú  

BL   
KI íɗúpú  
NE ɗuɓu  
AK ɗuɓu  
BU ɗúɓú, ɗʊẃɛɪ́ ́gúgú  
OP dúbú  
OY dʊwɛɪ dibi  
ET ɗúɓú  
EO dúbú  
BA dúbú  
KL   
AP dʊẃɔɪ́ ́ógúgú, dúbú  
ID dʊwɛɪ ogugu, 

dubu/dibi 
 

OG dʊwɛɪ dibu/dibi  
GM dʊwɛɪ dibi  
EG   
WO   
FU dubu  
AR dubu  
OB dʊwɛɪ ogugu  
OT   
OE dʊwɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
ME dʊwɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
KU dʊwɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
KB dʊẃɛɪ́ ́dúbú/ógúgú  
WT dʊwɛɪ́ ́dúbú  
ON dúwɛí́ dúbú  
IK oɗúɓú  
EK dʊẃɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
KO dʊẃɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
GB dʊẃɛɪ́ ́ógúgú  
OR ɗúɓú  
AT ɗuɓu  
BI zuu, kɪḿɪ ̃ ́zúu  
Notes *iɗupu 2 -p- > ɓ 
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GREEN 
Defaka   
NK ólolón da-ololonda  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ĩý ̰ɪ ̃ýá tɔŕʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɪ ̃ýãýá, ólelénda  
NE ɗiri ɓɪAÈ-ɣa  
AK iwɔ ituko ɓeri ɓara 

imi ye 
 

BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID tuo beri bɪra  
OG   
GM giríni  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON gríni  
IK   
EK buló  
KO vílíí/vɪĺɪɪ́ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI grínĩí  
Notes   
 



447 

GREET (V.T.) 
Defaka í↓rí ɔɔa J 306 
NK ɓéé dãã́, jori  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ-ɓɪpɪ ́sɪ,́ bií  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃  

BL   
KI kéré↓nĩ ́  
NE nʊ̃á ɓi  
AK biyáa  
BU kúlé  
OP   
OY kulé  
ET   
EO kúlé  
BA   
KL   
AP kúlé  
ID kule  
OG kule  
GM kulo  
EG   
WO   
FU kule  
AR kule  
OB kile  
OT   
OE kilé  
ME kilé  
KU kúló  
KB kúló  
WT kilé  
ON   
IK kúlé  
EK kúlé  
KO kúlé/kúlá  
GB kúlé  
OR tɪɪ ́ɓi  
AT kúlé  
BI kule  
Notes   
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GREY HAIR 
Defaka   
NK í↓ɓúlú  
BD   
Ịb anị íbílí  
Kalab a
rị 

íɓulú  

BL   
KI íɓú↓lú  
NE iɓúlu V̰ > V / ɓ -- l 
AK iɓúlu cf. fear 
BU mṹlú  
OP búnṹ  
OY bunṹ  
ET mṹnṹ  
EO búnṹ  
BA mṹnṹ  
KL   
AP búnṹ  
ID bunṹ/mũlú  
OG bunṹ  
GM mũlú  
EG   
WO   
FU mũlú  
AR mũlú  
OB bunṹ  
OT   
OE bunṹ  
ME bunṹ  
KU búnṹ  
KB búnṹ  
WT bunṹ  
ON mṹnṹ/búnṹ  
IK mṹnṹ  
EK bú↓nṹ  
KO búnu/búni  
GB bú↓nṹ  
OR ɓúnṹ  
AT ɓúnṹ  
BI búnṹ  
Notes *iɓũlu 4  
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GRIND (PEPPER) (V.T.) 
Defaka sãã J 341 ĩndicates 

oldest root, cf. new 
NK gbẽ↓́ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI gbɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́  
NE gbɛ ́  
AK gbɛɛ́, hã  
BU sã ́  
OP sã ́  
OY sãã  
ET   
EO sãã́ ́  
BA sã ́  
KL   
AP sã ́  
ID sã  
OG sã  
GM sã  
EG   
WO   
FU sã  
AR sã  
OB sã  
OT   
OE sãã ́  
ME sãã ́  
KU sã ́  
KB temĩ, sã ́  
WT sãã ́  
ON   
IK   
EK sã ́  
KO sã ́  
GB sã ́  
OR gbɛ  
AT sã ́  
BI sã ́  
Notes *  
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GROUND 
Defaka ũũ J 108 
NK kíri  
BD   
Ịb anị kí↓rí  
Kalab a
rị 

kí↓rí  

BL   
KI kí↓rí  
NE kirí  
AK kíri  
BU kírí  
OP kírí  
OY kirí  
ET kírí  
EO kírí  
BA kírí  
KL   
AP kírí  
ID kiri  
OG kiri  
GM kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri  
AR kiri  
OB kiri  
OT   
OE kirí  
ME kirí  
KU kírí  
KB kírí  
WT kirí  
ON kírí  
IK akpɔ ́  
EK kírí  
KO kírí  
GB kí↓rí  
OR kírí  
AT kírí  
BI kírí  
Notes *kiri 3  
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GROUNDNUTS 
Defaka awúékéré J 49 
NK ahṹ-ókéré  
BD   
Ịb anị apapa  
Kalab a
rị 

apapá  

BL   
KI anwékéré  
NE apapá  
AK apapa  
BU apápá  
OP apápá  
OY apapa  
ET apapá  
EO apápá  
BA ságʊɛgʊɛ/ságʊagʊa, 

apápá 
 

KL apápá  
AP apápá  
ID ɪságʊɛ(gʊɛ)́  
OG ɪságʊɛ/́ɪságʊɛgʊɛ́ ́  
GM ɪsãǵʊɛgʊɛ  
EG iságʊɛgʊɛ  
WO iságuegue  
FU isáwɛwɛ  
AR ɪsáwɛwɛ  
OB iságʊɛgʊɛ́ ́  
OT ɪságʊɛ ́ ɪságʊɛgʊɛ́ ́

(old) 
 

OE ságʊɛgʊɛ́ ́ɪsáwɛɛ ́  
ME ságʊɛgʊɛ́ ́  
KU apɪpá  
KB apɪpá  
WT apapá  
ON apapá  
IK apapá  
EK apapá  
KO apapá  
GB apapá  
OR apapá  
AT apapá  
BI apɪ↓́pá  
Notes   
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GUEST, STRANGER 
Defaka ikɛńɪ ̃-́↓tí J 96 
NK ikenĩ-́ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị igoni(-ɓɔ)́  
Kalab a
rị 

igoni-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI igoni-ɓɔɔ ́  
NE igonĩ-́ɓɔ  
AK igoni-ɓɔɔ́  
BU igónĩ ́  
OP igónĩ ́↓kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OY igunĩ ́  
ET igoni kɛmɛ̃ ́  
EO igúnĩ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA igónĩ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL igónĩ-́wéí/-yárá/-

y'óu 
 

AP igónĩ ́  
ID igoni  
OG igoni  
GM igoni  
EG uguni  
WO uguni  
FU uguni  
AR iguni  
OB igoni  
OT   
OE egeni  
ME egeni  
KU egeni  
KB egonɪ ̃oweí/eré  
WT igoni  
ON igoni kɛmɛ/ere  
IK igonĩ ́  
EK igonĩ ́  
KO igoni kɪmɪ ̃,́ igonĩ ́  
GB igonĩ ́  
OR igoni  
AT igonĩ ́owéi/kɪḿɪ ̃  
BI igonu kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes *igoni 1 **ikeni ? 

=hospitality, + 
person for guest 
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Guinea-fowl 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

piri ɔɓɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE a. ɛǵɛnɛdɪá 

b. ɛǵɛnɛdíya 
a. 
b. dic 

AK   
BU ɔtɛńɛ̃ ́  
OP ɔtɛńɛ̃ ́  
OY ɔtɛnɛ̃ ́  
ET atɛnɛɛ ́  
EO ɔtɛńɛ̃ ́  
BA békofoni ?? 
KL   
AP ɔtɛńɛ̃ ́  
ID   
OG   
GM ɔtɛnɛ  
EG ɔtɛnɛ̃ ́  
WO   
FU ɔtɛnɛ̃ ́  
AR ɔtɛnɛ̃ ́  
OB atɛnɛ  
OT   
OE atɛnɛ̃ ́  
ME atɛnɛ̃ ́4  
KU atɪnɛ̃ ́  
KB átɪnɛ̃ ́  
WT átɪnɛ̃ ́  
ON atɛnɛ̃ ́  
IK atɛńɛ  
EK ɔtɛńɛ  
KO ɛtɛńɛ  
GB ɛtɪńɛ  
OR   
AT ɪgɔnɪ  
BI akʊkʊa  
Notes 1. *ɔtɛnɛ 4 only in 

ɪZ 
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GUN 
Defaka   
NK gbánã  
BD   
Ịb anị alá↓gbá  
Kalab a
rị 

alá↓gbá  

BL   
KI alá↓gbá  
NE álagbá, ɗá-ye, 

tɔkɪḿɔ-ye 
 

AK alágba  
BU alágbá  
OP alágbá  
OY sibé-yé  
ET alagbá  
EO alágbá, síbé-yé  
BA síbé-yé, alágbá  
KL   
AP síbé-yé  
ID sibe-yé, alagba  
OG sibe-yé  
GM sibe-yé  
EG   
WO   
FU sibe-yé  
AR sibe-yé  
OB sibe-yé  
OT   
OE sibe-ye  
ME sibeye  
KU sibe-yé  
KB sibeyí, alagba, 

sibeyɛ ́
 

WT sibeyeé  
ON sibe-ye, alagba  
IK alagbá  
EK suboí, alagbá  
KO suboí, alagbá  
GB sibeí  
OR agbála  
AT ɓárá síɓí yíi  
BI sɪɓɛɛ́  
Notes   
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GUNPOWDER 
Defaka   
NK óporó ɓurumã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔṕɔlʊ ́ɓʊrʊmã  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔṕɔlɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɪṕɔlɪ ́ɓʊrʊmã ?  
NE fɔʊ̃̃,́ álagbá fɪnɪ  
AK hɔ̃́ɔ,̃ alagba hɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
BU alágbá fɔʊ̃ ̃  
OP alágbá fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OY fɔʊ̰̃ ́  
ET fɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ alagbá fɔʊ̃ ̃  
EO fɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA fɛ̃ŋ́ʊ̃,́ fɛʊ̃̃ ́  
KL   
AP fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID fɔʊ̃,̃ teté ifinẽ  
OG teté ifinẽ  
GM teté ifinẽ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɛʊ̃ ̃  
AR fɛʊ̃,̃ sibe yé fɛʊ̃ ̃  
OB sibe-yé fɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE fɔʊ̰̃,́ sibe-ye fɔʊ̃ ̃  
ME fɔʊ̰̃,́ sibe-ye fɔʊ̃ ̃  
KU fɔʊ̰̃,́ sibe-yé fɔʊ̃ ̃  
KB fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
WT fɔʊ̰̃ ́  
ON alagbá fɔʊ̃,̃ sibe-ye 

fɔʊ̃ ̃
 

IK tuɔ fɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ fɔʊ̰̃ ́  
EK fɔ↓́ʊ̃ ́  
KO fɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
GB fɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ agbála fɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI mɪñɪ-mɪñɪ ̃nyɛɛ́  
Notes   
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HAIR (OF BODY) 
Defaka   
NK ɓú ɗíme ɗ not n 
BD   
Ịb anị ó↓jú nṹme, ó↓jú 

ósúká ? 
 

Kalab a
rị 

mbɔrɪ  

BL   
KI ínĩḿẽ,́ ícúká  
NE ituka  
AK odu ítuko  
BU ozú tamã  
OP támã ́ dúmṹ, ozú 

tamã 
 

OY ɪtamã  
ET támã ́  
EO támã ́  
BA támã ́  
KL   
AP ɪtámã ́  
ID ɪtamã  
OG tɛmɛ  
GM ɔrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ozu á-tamã  
AR tamã  
OB itɛmɛ  
OT   
OE ɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
ME ɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KU tɪḿã ́  
KB ɔŋgɔ ́tɪḿã ́  
WT tamã ́  
ON támã ́  
IK ozú támã ́  
EK támã ́  
KO támã ́  
GB támã ́  
OR ɓʊ ́támã  
AT ózũ tamã, támã ́  
BI ózṹ tɪmɛ, tɪḿɛ̃ ́zṹ  
Notes   
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HAIR (OF HEAD) 
Defaka jímẽ ́

 
J 2 
loss of ɗ, d > j 

NK dí↓mẽ,́ (dímẽ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́nṹmẽ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ-́ɓɛ ́ inume, 
ínṹmẽ ́

 

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́á-nĩḿẽ ́  
NE tɪɓɪ a-numõ  
AK tɛɓɛ a-numɔ  
BU tɪɓ́ɪ ́ɗúmó/ɗúmṹ  
OP tɛb́ɛ ́dúmṹ ?  
OY tɪbɪ dumõũ  
ET tɛɓ́ɛ ́ɗúmṹ  
EO tɪb́ɪ ́á-dúmó  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́á-dúmɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɪb́ɪ ́dúmóṹ  
ID tɪbɪ a-dumũ  
OG tɪbɪ dumõũ  
GM tɪbɪ dumũ  
EG   
WO   
FU dumɛ  
AR dume  
OB tɪbɪ dumõũ  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́dúmóṹ  
ME dumõṹ  
KU dumõṹ  
KB dúmó  
WT dumṹ  
ON tɛb́ɛ ́dúmó  
IK tɛɓ́ɛ ́ɗúmóṹ  
EK tɪb́ɪ ́dúmóṹ  
KO tɪb́ɪ ́dúmã/́dúmã  
GB tɪb́ɪ ́dúmóṹ  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́ɗúu  
AT sʊɓ́ʊ ́ɗúmṹu  
BI zṹ, sɪɓ́ɪ ́zṹũ  
Notes *iɗĩmɜṵ̃ 2 **iɗĩmɜṵ̃ 
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HALF 
Defaka   
NK páɣárá  
BD   
Ịb anị íkíɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

mããŋga ɗíé  

BL   
KI íkíɓá  
NE ikiɓa, mã ́ kiri ɗíɛ, 

pagara 
 

AK ikiɓe  
BU kíɓé  
OP kíbé, páárá  
OY ikibe  
ET kíɓé  
EO kíbé, mãńdɪɛɪ  
BA mãńdíéi, mã ́kíbé  
KL   
AP kíbé  
ID kise, diyéí  
OG kibe  
GM dɪɛ-mɔ, kibe  
EG   
WO   
FU kibe, diɛ ́  
AR kibe  
OB paara, kise, diyeí  
OT   
OE ekísé, diyɛɪ,́ zʊa  
ME ekísé, dɪɛ ́  
KU ekísé  
KB ikíséí, dɪɛ ́  
WT ekísé  
ON ekíbé, bírígbá  
IK ikíɓé  
EK ikísá  
KO a. ikísá 

b. pááráɪ ́
a. half 
b. piece 

GB ikísí  
OR sɪ ̃ã́,́ páárá  
AT kĩ,́ páárá  
BI cĩ,́ ogbúdó↓gbó  
Notes *ikiɓɜ 2 half 

*pakaraɪ 2 piece 
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HAMLET 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị kálá↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗuokíri, ɓorikiri  

BL   
KI ɓori-kirí  
NE ɓorí kiri, gbene, 

ɛpɛɓʊ 
 

AK ɓori kiri  
BU ɓórí kiri  
OP kálá gbene  
OY gbene/gbinĩ ́  
ET gbénẽ ́  
EO gbénẽ ́  
BA gbénẽ ́  
KL   
AP gbénẽ ́  
ID gbɪnɪ  
OG siɣi gbɪnɪ  
GM gbɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU gbɪnɪ  
AR gbɪnɪ  
OB sii gbɪnɪ  
OT   
OE bou gbɪnɪ  
ME gbenẽ ́  
KU gbene  
KB   
WT   
ON gbénẽ ́  
IK gbénẽ ́  
EK síí gbénẽ ́  
KO fórú  
GB síí gbénẽ ́  
OR kálá ámã ́  
AT ɓe wárɪ  
BI ɓe kórú-yéɛ, afɔ  
Notes   
 



460 

HAMMER 
Defaka   
NK íkólí ɓákú-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị íkólí ɓáɣʊ-́nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ámãńã, yé ɓákʊ-́yé  

BL   
KI ámãńã  
NE ikoli ɓagʊ-ye  
AK ikoli ɓagu-ye  
BU ikólí ɓágʊ-́yé  
OP   
OY ikoli baʊ-ye  
ET   
EO ikólí báʊ-́yé, gbɛĺʊ ́  
BA mɛtɛĺʊ  
KL   
AP íkólí bágɪ-́yé  
ID mãtálɪ  
OG mãtálɪ  
GM mãtɛĺɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU mãtɛĺʊ <Portuguese 
AR mãtɛĺɪ  
OB mãtɛĺɪ  
OT   
OE tólú-ye, mãtɛĺɪ  
ME ye kaɪ-ye  
KU túrú dʊńʊ̃ ́éyí  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ĩmgbeé  
KO túrú dʊńʊ̃-́

yé,ikólíbágí 
 

GB ikólí bágɪ ́  
OR íkólú ɓágʊ ́  
AT ámãá  
BI ámãá  
Notes   
 



461 

HAND/ARM 
Defaka káa J 18 
NK ɓára  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓá↓rá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓rá  

BL   
KI ɓá↓rá  
NE ɓará  
AK ɓára  
BU ɓárá  
OP bɪŕá Note b, contrast 

‘way, manner’ with 
ɓ 

OY bɪrá  
ET ɓárá  
EO bɪŕá  
BA bɪŕá  
KL bɪŕá  
AP bɪŕá  
ID bɪra  
OG bɪra  
GM bɪra  
EG bɪra  
WO bɪra  
FU bɪra  
AR bɪra  
OB bɪra  
OT   
OE bɪrá  
ME bɪrá  
KU bɪrá  
KB bɪŕá  
WT bɪrá  
ON bírá/brá  
IK ɓárá  
EK bárá  
KO bárá  
GB bá↓rá  
OR ɓárá  
AT ɓárá  
BI bɪŕá  
Notes *ɓara 3  
 



462 

HARD/STRONG, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka ḿbé J 260 
NK kurɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kʊrɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊrɔ  

BL   
KI kʊrɔɔ ́  
NE kʊrɔ,́ kékerá  
AK kúrɔ  
BU kʊŕɔ ́  
OP kʊŕɔ ́  
OY kʊrɔ ́  
ET kurɔɔ ́  
EO kʊŕɔ ́  
BA kʊŕɔ ́  
KL   
AP kʊŕɔ ́  
ID kʊrɔ  
OG kʊrɔ  
GM kʊrɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kʊrɔ  
AR kʊrɔ  
OB kʊrɔ  
OT   
OE kʊrɔ  
ME kʊrɔ  
KU kʊrɔ  
KB kʊrɔɔ ́  
WT kʊrɔ  
ON kurɔ  
IK kurɔɔ ́  
EK kʊrɔ,́ kekeree  
KO kʊrɔ,́ kpakoroó  
GB kʊrɔ ́  
OR kʊrɔ  
AT kʊrɔ  
BI kʊrɔ  
Notes *kʊrɔ 1  
 
 



463 

HARMATTAN 
Defaka   
NK íkríNga  
BD   
Ịb anị íkiríŋga  
Kalab a
rị 

ókiríŋga  

BL   
KI íkiríŋga  
NE ókiríŋga  
AK okrĩḱa  
BU okíríká  
OP okúṹrũ  
OY okirĩŋ́ẽ  
ET okõrõṍ  
EO ókĩŕĩḱa  
BA otítá  
KL   
AP okĩŕĩŋ́ɛ ̃ ́  
ID okẽrẽyãã,́ tʊbʊ 

fɛrɪmɔ 
 

OG tʊbʊ fɛrɪ  
GM akpakpa ɪtã  
EG   
WO   
FU akpakpa  
AR akpakpa kíri  
OB baara  
OT   
OE okõrĩ̃y ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
ME okẽrẽyã ́  
KU okõ  
KB kõrõṍ  
WT kõrõ̃  
ON okõrõ̃  
IK okõrõṍ  
EK okõrõṍ  
KO okõrõṍ  
GB okõrõṍ  
OR okoŋgoro  
AT egíríga ifie  
BI ekíríká ogo  
Notes *ikirĩ̃kɜ/o- ? 4 

rõ̃   wrongly 
inserted?  Cf 
Obolo, Ibibio 

 

 



464 

HAT, CAP 
Defaka okpobiri J 88 
NK okpobiri  
BD   
Ịb anị sú  
Kalab a
rị 

sṹ  

BL   
KI cú  
NE tũ  
AK tũ  
BU tṹ  
OP tṹ  
OY toũ  
ET tṹ  
EO túṹ  
BA tṹ, tóṹ  
KL   
AP tóṹ  
ID tũ  
OG tũ  
GM tũ  
EG   
WO   
FU tũ  
AR tũ  
OB tũ  
OT   
OE tuṹ  
ME tuṹ  
KU tṹ  
KB tṹ  
WT tuṹ  
ON tṹ  
IK tṹ  
EK tṹ  
KO tṹ  
GB tṹ  
OR túṹ  
AT tṹ  
BI sɪɓ́ɪ ́térí yée  
Notes *tõũ  
 



465 

HATCH (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

kɛŋ́↓gɛ ́  

BL   
KI kɛŋ́↓gɛ ́  
NE kɛkɛ,́ tɛlʊ  
AK kɛḱɛ, tolu  
BU pɪśɛ ́  
OP kɛḱɛ ́  
OY pɪsɛ  
ET kɛḱɛ ́  
EO pɪśɛ ́  
BA pɪśɛ ́  
KL   
AP pɪśɛ ́  
ID pɪsɛ  
OG pɪsɛ  
GM pou ba, zi  
EG   
WO   
FU pɪsɛ  
AR zi, pɪsɛ  
OB pɪsɛ  
OT   
OE pɪsɛ ́  
ME pɪsɛ ́  
KU pɪśɛ ́  
KB pɪśɛ ́  
WT pɪsɛ ́  
ON kɪśɛ,́ kɛḱɛ ́?  
IK kɛḱɛ ́  
EK kɛḱɛ ́  
KO kɛḱɛ ́  
GB kɛḱɛ ́  
OR kɛḱɛ ́  
AT kɛḱɛ ́  
BI kɪḱɛ ́  
Notes *kɛk̃ɛ 3  
 



466 

HATE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK í↓sá  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛlɛ-mã↓́á  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓíó ↓ɓú-mã ́  

BL   
KI ɗiki ɓʊ ́wɔ̃ẃɔ ̃?  
NE ɗigí sei-mɔ̃,́ ɓʊ ɓɛlɛ-́

ɣa 
 

AK tarɪ-gáa  
BU ɗíí ↓séí-mɔ̃,́ fɪá́-ɣɛ ́  
OP   
OY dɪsɛ-ɣɛ ́  
ET   
EO dɪśɛ-́ɣɛ ́  
BA díí tɔrʊ d ɔ ̃  
KL   
AP gbɔ̃ ́  
ID dɪsɛ-ɣá, golú  
OG biri sei-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bie sei  
AR tarɪ/dɔʊ-ɣá  
OB dɪsɛ-ɣá  
OT   
OE tarɪ-ɣá  
ME golú  
KU dɪśɛ-́ɣá, gb ɔ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dɪśɛ-́ɣa  
KO tarɪ/dɪśɛ-́ɣá, *  
GB iwé  
OR ɛ̃ýɔɔ́ sʊwaa  
AT ɪgbãã́  
BI íwée  
Notes   
 



467 

HAWK 
Defaka ákpánãḱpá J 172 
NK ókeregúnã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔgankwɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ágʊ) ́↓́kwɔ ́  

BL   
KI agankwɔ ́  
NE odokó  
AK odóko  
BU odókó  
OP odókó  
OY odokó  
ET akpakpaá  
EO odókó, nãḿã ́ kɔŕɪ ́

ódókó 
 

BA odókó  
KL   
AP odókó  
ID odógó/odoko  
OG odóko/odoko  
GM odóko  
EG   
WO   
FU odokó, awɪỹaɪ ̃ ́  
AR odokó  
OB odoko  
OT   
OE odoko  
ME odoko  
KU oduko  
KB odokó, akpʊkpɔɔ ́  
WT odoko  
ON odoko  
IK akpakpaá  
EK ɔkpɔkpɔ ́  
KO ɔkpɔkpɔ ́  
GB ɔkpɔkpɔ ́  
OR odogo  
AT odoko  
BI oduko  
Notes *odoko 1  
 



468 

HE-GOAT 
Defaka ɔɓ́árɪ ́óbórí J 139 male goat 
NK ówóí óɓórí  
BD   
Ịb anị ówí óɓórí, ɛkpɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ekpé  

BL   
KI ɔkpɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE ékpe  
AK owoi oɓori  
BU okótí  
OP okótí, owéí óbórí  
OY okodí  
ET okotií  
EO okótí  
BA okótí  
KL   
AP okótí  
ID owei obori, 

okodi/okoti 
 

OG okódi/okoti  
GM okodi  
EG   
WO   
FU okotí  
AR okoti  
OB okodi  
OT   
OE owéí óbórí, okodi  
ME okodi  
KU okodi  
KB okodi  
WT okotií  
ON okodi  
IK okotií, owéí óbórí  
EK okotí  
KO okotí  
GB okotí  
OR okoti  
AT okoti  
BI okoru  
Notes   
 
 



469 

HEAD 
Defaka tóɓó J 1 < téɓé < tɪɓ́ɪ ́
NK téɓé  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ ́  

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́  
NE tɪɓɪ  
AK tɛɓɛ  
BU tɪɓ́ɪ ́  
OP tɛb́ɛ ́  
OY tɪbɪ  
ET tɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EO tɪb́ɪ ́  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP tɪb́ɪ ́  
ID tɪbɪ  
OG tɪbɪ  
GM tɪbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪbɪ  
AR tɪbɪ  
OB tɪbɪ  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́  
ME tɪbɪ ́  
KU tɪbɪ ́  
KB tɪb́ɛ ́?  
WT tɪbɪ ́  
ON tɛb́ɛ ́  
IK tɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EK tɪb́ɪ ́  
KO tɪb́ɪ ́  
GB tɪb́ɪ ́  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́  
AT sʊɓ́ʊ ́  
BI sɪɓ́ɪ ́  
Notes *tɪɓɪ 2 **tɪɓɪ  
 



470 

HEADTIE 
Defaka   
NK téɓé kaka akisi  
BD   
Ịb anị ákɪśɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪɓ́ɪ ́fɪńã-́yé  

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́fɪńã-́yé  
NE tɪɓɪ fɪnã ɓɪtɛ/-wei, 

sɛrɪ ́
 

AK tɛɓɛ hinã-woi  
BU sɛŕɪ  
OP sɛŕɪ  
OY tɪbɪ gbala-ye, lɔɔśɪ  
ET lɔśɪ, tɛɓ́ɛ ́fínã-́yí  
EO lɛśʊ, tɪb́ɪ ́gbálá-yé  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́gbálá-yé, lɛɛ́śʊ  
KL   
AP lɔɔśɪ  
ID tɪbɪ gbala-ye, ilɛśʊ  
OG ɪlɛśʊ/lɔɔśɪ  
GM tɪbɪ gbala-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪbɪ gbala-ye, lɔɔ́śɪ  
AR lɔɔśɪ, gele  
OB lɔɔśɪ  
OT   
OE lɔɔśɪ, tɪbɪ ́gbálá-yé  
ME lɔɔśɪ, tɪbɪ ́gbálá-yé  
KU lɔɔśɪ  
KB ɛlɔśɪ, tɪb́ɪ ́gbɪĺá-yɛ  
WT lɔɔśɪ  
ON lɔɔ́śɪ, tɪb́ɪ ́gbálá-yé  
IK lɔɔśɪ  
EK lɔɔ́śɪ  
KO lɔɔ́śɪ,tɪb́ɪ ́ gbálá-

ye,léí 
 

GB lɔɔśɪ  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́kpɔ ́bɛd́ɛ/-yé  
AT lɔɔ́śɪ  
BI kẽĩ́ ́ɓɪĺáa  
Notes   
 



471 

HEAL (AS SORE) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK faa  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪa  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓɪá  
AK ɓía  
BU   
OP   
OY bʊbá  
ET   
EO bʊb́á  
BA   
KL   
AP bʊb́á  
ID bʊba  
OG bɪba/bʊba  
GM fɪ ?  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊba  
AR bʊba  
OB bʊba  
OT   
OE ebi  
ME bʊba  
KU bɪba  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bʊbá  
KO bʊbá  
GB   
OR ɓʊɓa  
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



472 

HEAR (V.T.) 
Defaka nãa J 292 
NK nãa  
BD   
Ịb anị nãã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nãã ́ (nã J 292) 

BL   
KI nãã ́  
NE nã ́  
AK nãá  
BU nã ́  
OP nã ́?  
OY nãa  
ET nãã ́  
EO nã ́?  
BA nãá́ ?  
KL   
AP nãá́  
ID nãa  
OG nãa  
GM nã  
EG   
WO   
FU nãa  
AR nã  
OB nãa  
OT   
OE nãa  
ME nãa  
KU nãa  
KB nãã ́  
WT nã ?  
ON nã  
IK nãã ́  
EK nãã ́  
KO nãã ́  
GB nãã ́  
OR nãa, íyé nãá  
AT nãa  
BI nã  
Notes *nãa 1 **nãa 1 ? 
 



473 

HEART 
Defaka kʊɔ́ ́ J 14 
NK kúɣú ḿgbɔli  
BD   
Ịb anị kúkú bíé ḿgbɔlʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓíó ḿgbɔ, ɓí↓ó-ɓɛ ́
mgbɔ 

 

BL   
KI kú ɓíé ↓ ḿgbɔlu  
NE ɓió-wei  
AK ɓie-wói  
BU ɔdʊd́ʊ ́  
OP ɔdɔd́ɔ ́  
OY adʊdʊ ́  
ET adɔdɔ ́  
EO ɔdʊd́ʊ,́ ((ɪkɪyɔʊ̃)̃ ?  
BA fõ ́ĩ ́fie  
KL   
AP ɔdʊd́ʊ ́  
ID ɔdʊdʊ  
OG ɔdʊdʊ  
GM ɔdʊdʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdʊdʊ  
AR ɔdʊdʊ  
OB ɔdʊdʊ  
OT   
OE adʊdʊ  
ME adʊdʊ  
KU agbobu bulou, 

adʊdʊ 
 

KB adɔdɔ ?  
WT adʊdʊ  
ON adɔdɔ  
IK adɔdɔ ́  
EK ɔdʊd́ʊ  
KO ɔdʊd́ʊ  
GB ɔdʊd́ʊ  
OR ɛǵbɔ ́  
AT ɓʊlɔ ɓíle  
BI adʊdɔ ́  
Notes *(kukũ ɓiyo mgbɔlʊ 

(EI)) 
**kʊkɔ 
*ɓiyo-wei (NA) 
*ɔdʊdʊ 4 (Ịzọn) 

chest-inside-seed 
 
?? Defaka +  
inside-one 

 



474 

HEAVY, BE(COME) 
Defaka ii J 258 k > 0 /V--V 
NK ó↓kú  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓kú  
Kalab a
rị 

í↓kú  

BL   
KI í↓kú  
NE ikú  
AK ikúu  
BU ikú  
OP okú  
OY ukú  
ET okú  
EO ukú  
BA ukú  
KL ukú  
AP ukú  
ID iku  
OG iku  
GM uku  
EG uku  
WO uku  
FU uku  
AR uku  
OB oku  
OT   
OE okú  
ME okú 3  
KU okú  
KB okú  
WT okú  
ON okú  
IK okú  
EK ukú  
KO ukú, tikpisií  
GB ukú  
OR íku  
AT ókúu  
BI íku  
Notes *iku 3 **iku 
 



475 

HEEL 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́tóŋgu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́tṹŋgu  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́tóŋ↓gú  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́tóŋgu  
NE ɓʊɔ toŋgu  
AK ɓuɔ túgu  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́tóṹ/ítítá  
OP búwɔ ́tóṹ  
OY bʊwɔ ititee  
ET ɓʊɔ tõṹ ?  
EO bʊɔ́ ́ tóṹ, (bʊwɔ 

ititaɣã 
 

BA bʊẃɔ ́tóṹ  
KL   
AP bʊɔ́ ́ítítáɣá  
ID bʊwɔ toũ-mõ/idida  
OG bʊɔ toũ  
GM bʊɔ toũ  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊɔ tũ  
AR bʊɔ idida  
OB bʊɔ toũ  
OT   
OE (bʊwɔ toũḿɔ ̃  
ME bʊɔ ́tóṹ  
KU bʊɔ́ ́tóṹ  
KB bʊɔ́ ́tóṹ  
WT bʊɔ ́tóṹ  
ON búɔ ́tóṹ  
IK ɓúɔ ́tóṹ  
EK bʊɔ́ ́tóṹ  
KO bʊɔ́ ́tóṹ  
GB bʊɔ́ ́tóṹ  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́tóũ  
AT ɓɔ ́ísísáa  
BI bɔ ́tẽĩ́  
Notes   
 



476 

HELP (VP) 
Defaka   
NK ɓára tua  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓sʊá́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓárá ↓sʊá́/ɓá↓rá sʊá́  

BL   
KI ɓárá ↓cʊá́  
NE ɓará tʊa pɪrɪ ́  
AK ɓara tuá  
BU ɓárá tʊa pɪŕɪ ́  
OP bírá tua  
OY bɪrá tʊa pɪrɪ ́  
ET ɓárá tua  
EO bɪŕá tʊá (pɪrɪ ̃  
BA bɪrá tʊá pɪrɪ  
KL   
AP bɪŕá tʊá́  
ID bɪra tʊá́, zʊɔ  
OG bɪra tʊá́  
GM bɪra tʊá́  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra bɔɔ́-́mɔ  
AR bɪra tʊá́/bɔɔ́-́mɔ ̃?  
OB toũ dʊɔ́,́ gbólú  
OT   
OE bɪrá tʊa, zʊwɔ  
ME birá tʊa, barɪ,́ zʊɔ ́  
KU bɪŕá tʊa  
KB bɪŕá tʊa  
WT bɪrá tʊá  
ON bírá tua  
IK bárá tua pɛrɛ ́  
EK bárá tʊa  
KO bárá tʊá  
GB bárá tʊa  
OR ɓárá tʊá  
AT ɓárá tʊá́  
BI bɪŕá tá  
Notes *ɓara tʊa 3 2 put hand 
 



477 

HERE 
Defaka   
NK mĩɔ́  
BD   
Ịb anị mɪ ̃ ́ŋǵa, mĩé́ ju  
Kalab a
rị 

mɪ ̃ ́ ãŋ́gaá, mɪ ̃↓́ɔ,́ 
mɪ ̃ńjʊʊ ́

 

BL   
KI mɪ ̃ ́ãŋ́ga  
NE mɪ ̃ɔ́  
AK mĩɔ́ = mĩ ́yɔ  
BU ɓére  
OP béré  
OY beré  
ET ɓereé  
EO béré  
BA béré  
KL   
AP béré  
ID mɪ ̃ýɔ, beré  
OG mɪ ̃ɔ́  
GM mɪ ̃ ́yɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU beré  
AR mɪ ̃jó, mɪ ̃ ́yɔ  
OB beré  
OT   
OE mɪ ̃ýɔ  
ME mɪ ̃ɔ́  
KU bɪɔɔ ́?  
KB bɪɔ-bɪ,́ bɪɔɔ ́  
WT bɪɔ́  
ON mĩá, bere  
IK ɓereé/ɓeré  
EK bɪɔ́  
KO bɪɔ́ = béí yɔ ́ɣɔ  
GB bɪɔ́  
OR ɓerée  
AT ɓée  
BI mɪ ̃ńãá  
Notes   
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HIDE (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓɔi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɔɪ  

BL   
KI kíkí-↓mã,́ ɓʊɔyɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE sɔgɔɪ: sɔǵɔɪ  
AK hɔgɔɪ  
BU sʊẃɔɪ́/́sʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
OP sʊẃɛí́  
OY sɔwɛɪ́ ?  
ET súɛí́  
EO sɔẃɔɪ́ ́  
BA sɔẃɔɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP sɔẃɔɪ́ ́  
ID sɔwɛɪ ́  
OG sɔwɛɪ  
GM sɔwɛɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔwɛɪ  
AR sɔwɛɪ  
OB sɔwɛɪ  
OT   
OE sɔwɛɪ ́  
ME sɔwɛɪ ́  
KU sʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
KB sʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
WT sɔwɛɪ ́  
ON sɔẃɛí́  
IK súwɛí́  
EK sɔẃɛɪ́:́ sɔwɛɪ ́  
KO sɔẃɛɪ́:́ sɔwɛɪ ́  
GB sɔwɛ↓́ɪ ́  
OR (íyé) sɛɪ́  
AT sɔɔ́ ́  
BI sɔɔ́ ́  
Notes *sɔgɔɪ 2 

*sɔgɔɪ-ɪ 5 
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\HILL (h), MOUNTAIN (m), cf. TERMITE-HILL (t), ERODE (= ‘erosion’) (e) 
Defaka     anãa m  J 107 
NK     anãĩ h opu 

anãĩ big 
m 

  

BD        
Ịb anị tʊńdʊ ́h ígú m      
Kalab arị tʊńdʊ ́h ígú m    ḿkpú th  
BL        
KI tʊńdʊ ́hmt       
NE tundu hm 

kalá tundu small h 
opú tundu big m 

     

AK tundu h 
hogi-yo tundu m 

     

BU túnṹ hm       
OP   ɔdɔʊ́ ́h     
OY tunu h  ʊdɔʊ tm     
ET   ɔɗɔʊ́ ́thm     
EO túnṹ hmt  ʊdɔʊ́ ́th     
BA túnṹ hm       
KL        
AP túnṹ tm       
ID  ogũ ɔgɔnɔ ̃

hm 
    sɔʊ paa kiri 

hm 
OG       kpoŋgbo hm 
GM       kpuke hm 
EG        
WO        
FU    ukuré hme   ukpeke hm 
AR    kuré hme    
OB  ugṹ ɔǵɔńɔ̃ ́

m 
     

OT        
OE  ogṹ m ʊdɔʊ́/́ɔdɔʊ́ ht     
ME  ogṹ hm      
KU  ogṹ m      
KB  ogṹ hm      
WT  ogṹ m      
ON  ogú hm      
IK  ogú hm      
EK  ugú 

(ɔǵɔńɔ̃)́ 
hm 

     

KO  kálá ugu 
small h 

opu ugú big 
m 

    

GB  ugú h ugú ɔǵɔńɔ̃ ́hm     
OR   ɔɗ́ɔ ́hm     
AT       kɪśɪńɪ ̃ ́hm 
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BI  ogṹ m    íkpú th  
Notes *tũɗu/tʊɗ̃ʊ 

2 
< Igboid 
*úgWṹ 

WI ʊɗɔʊ 2 
termite-hill 

Ịzọn ukure 
erosion 

 < Igbo ḿkpú 
termite-hill 

Miscellaneous

 
The Niger Delta has no hills or mountains in the English sense.  The Proto-Ịjọ form *tũdu/tʊd̃ʊ 2 has a 
Bantu cognate BLR tʊnda, reconstructed to Proto-West Nigritic by Mukarovsky as -TÚNDA, and is 
obviously inherited from a period when the Ịjọ lived near or in  hills and/or mountains.  The neighbours of 
the Ịjọ to the North are Igboid speakers whose terrain includes hills, and lects which have lost the old word 
tend to use a form derived from Proto-Igboid *úgWṹ.  Alternatively, TERMITE-HILL is extended in use.  
Another extension is from ‘erosion’ (usually identical with ERODE), referring to the steep (earth) cliffs 
which appear in the freshwater areas in the dry season when the river is low. 
 
The root *tũɗu/tʊɗ̃ʊ goes back to Niger-Saharan, i.e. Nilo-Saharan including Niger-Congo.  Skinner, looking 
at Hausa tudu hill, fĩnds no Chadic or even Afroasiatic cognates, but cites Songhai tondi (Barth), Bagirmi 
tode, toto (Barth), and Teda tu montagne, pierre.  This implies that Hausa borrowed from some Niger-
Saharan language.   
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31. Hippopotamus, Hippopotamus amphibius 
   
Defaka   
Proto-Ịjọ *otoɓɜ ? 1 

*otoɓɜḭ ? 1 
 

NK otoɓõĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị otoɓo  
Kalab arị otoɓo  
BL   
KI otoɓoó  
NE otoɓá  
AK otóɓo, 

otóɓó 
 

BU otóɓó  
OP otóbó  
OY otobo  
ET otoɓoó  
EO   
BA otóbá  
KL otóbá  
AP otóbó  
ID otobo  
OG otobo  
GM otobo  
EG otobo  
WO otobo  
FU otobo  
AR otobo  
OB otobo  
OT otobo  
OE otobo  
ME otobo  
KU otubo beni nɪmã 
KB otobo beni nɪmã 
WT otobo beni nãmã 
ON otobo  
IK otoɓó  
EK otobó  
KO otobo  
GB otobo  
OR otoɓo  
AT otoɓo  
BI otuɓo  
   

 
Notes: The *otoºo root is also found throughout central Delta languages and is probably a loan into Ịjọ. 
Some Central Delta forms have a final –l, and this is probably the source of the varying final vowels in Ịjọ. 
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32. Hippo, Pigmy, Hexaprotodon liberiensis 
   
Defaka   
   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU ɛbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ótóɓó  
OP abɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ótóbó  
OY abɛɪ̃ ̃otobo  
ET   
EO ɛbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ótóbá  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE abɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK abɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EK   
KO ɛbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI ábɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
  IK: ceremony when killed 

 
Notes: almost all Ịjọ lects have a same word except for a small group which use an expression meaning 
‘cocoyam-eater’. Some collocate it with the word for the ordinary hippo, but most do not. The same root is 
found throughout Central Delta and Delta Edoid and may well be a loan from Central Delta, but a borrowing 
into Delta Edoid. The pygmy hippo was originally recorded in the Niger Delta following conversations with 
hunters and represents a relic species, with the only other populations in Liberia. It is now extremely 
threatened. 
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HIPS 
Defaka   
NK kondu ɔgɔnɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kunju  
Kalab a
rị 

íkpókí  

BL   
KI konjuú  
NE ikogi (tugũ  
AK kondu túgu  
BU ikókí  
OP ikókí túú  
OY ɪkɔkɪ-amã  
ET ikókí  
EO ikókí  
BA kúnṹ tú amgbo  
KL   
AP ikókí  
ID ikoki (túú)  
OG ikoku  
GM tubu-apʊ-mã  
EG   
WO   
FU ikoki (tuũ  
AR tu bɪbɪ, ikoki(tũ  
OB ikoki tuu  
OT   
OE konu tuu  
ME konu tu, ekókú  
KU ekókú  
KB ekókú  
WT ikókú tu  
ON pɛi kɔrí, ikókí  
IK ikókí  
EK ikókí  
KO ikókí, kúsú  
GB ikókú túú  
OR túú  
AT túú  
BI dʊnʊ ̃  
Notes   
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HIT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK gbó↓ló  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓáɣʊ/́ɓámʊ̃/́ɓáʊ,́ *  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓákʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓákʊ,́ gbó↓ló, fomṹ  
NE lɛ ́  
AK lɛɛ́, ɓagu  
BU fámʊ̃,́ lɛ ́  
OP fámṹ  
OY famʊ,̃ lɛɛ, vʊrɔ  
ET famũṹ  
EO fámʊ̃,́ títí, lɛɛ́ ́  
BA gbɔĺʊ ́  
KL   
AP fámʊ̃ ́  
ID famʊ ̃  
OG famʊ ̃  
GM famʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU lɛɛ  
AR famʊ,̃ epele  
OB famʊ ̃  
OT   
OE famʊ,̃ tití  
ME famʊ ̃  
KU famʊ ̃  
KB famʊ,̃ gbílé ?  
WT famʊ ̃  
ON famũ, gbɔĺú  
IK famṹ ?  
EK famʊ̃ ́  
KO famʊ̃ ́  
GB famʊ̃ ́  
OR ɛgbáa  
AT famʊ,̃ títí  
BI f ɔ ̃  
Notes   
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HOE N. 
Defaka   
NK atuẽ  
BD   
Ịb anị kírí ↓súɣú-nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔǵʊ, ósúká ésĩýé  

BL   
KI ɔ↓́gʊ ́  
NE ɛsʊẃɛ  
AK kiri íhe-woi  
BU ɛsʊẃéɪ ́  
OP asúwɛí́  
OY asʊwɛɪ, asʊbaɪ  
ET asʊɛ́ɪ́ ́  
EO kírí sógu-ye, ɛsʊẃɛɪ́  
BA kírí sógú-ye, ɛsʊɛ́ɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP ɛsʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
ID kiri sóú-ye  
OG kiri sóú-ye  
GM kiri sóku-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛgʊwɛ ́  
AR ogũ ?  
OB   
OT   
OE asɪb́áɪ ́  
ME asɪb́áɪ ́  
KU kírí gõ-ye  
KB asɪb́áɪ ́  
WT asɪb́áɪ ́  
ON asíbáí  
IK asʊɛ́ɪ́ ́  
EK ɔsʊb́áɪ ́  
KO ɔsʊb́áɪ/́asʊb́áɪ ́  
GB ɛsɪb́ɛɪ́ ́  
OR asʊã́  
AT ásáɓá  
BI ásɪɓ́á  
Notes   
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HOLD (V.T.) 
Defaka ari J 372 
NK (ɔ↓́lɔ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔ↓́lɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔ↓́lɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɔ↓́lɔ ́  
NE kɔrɪ ́  
AK kɔŕɪ  
BU kɔŕɪ ́  
OP kɔŕɪ ́  
OY   
ET kɔrɪɪ ́  
EO kɔŕɪ ́  
BA kɔŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP kɔŕɪ ́  
ID kʊarɪ/kɔrɪ  
OG kɔrɪ  
GM kɔrɪ ́wɔrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɪ  
AR kɔrɪ  
OB kɔrɪ  
OT   
OE kɛrɪ  
ME kɛrɪ  
KU kɛrɪ  
KB kɔrɪ  
WT kɔrɪ  
ON kɔrɪ  
IK kɔrɪɪ ́  
EK kɔrɪ ́  
KO kɔrɪ ́  
GB kɔrɪ ́  
OR kɔrɪ  
AT kɔrɪ  
BI kɔrʊ  
Notes *kɔrɪ 1  
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HOLE 
Defaka   
NK ɓeɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị ólulu 

póɣóló/póóló 
 
deep 

Kalab a
rị 

ɪɓʊkʊ/ɓʊkʊ 
pókóló 

 
deep 

BL   
KI ɪɓʊkʊ  
NE opogolo, ɪɓʊgʊ ́  
AK opogolo  
BU póóló  
OP póló  
OY opoolo  
ET póló ?  
EO póɣóló  
BA póɣóló  
KL   
AP ogúgú  
ID opoolo  
OG opoɣolo  
GM opoolo  
EG   
WO   
FU poolo  
AR poolo  
OB opolo  
OT   
OE opóóló  
ME opóóló  
KU opóóló  
KB opóóló  
WT opóóló  
ON opúóló  
IK opóló  
EK opóóló  
KO opóóló  
GB opóóló  
OR oko  
AT ówórówó, ɔẃɔ ́  
BI bʊʊ́ ́  
Notes *opokolo 2  
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HONEY 
Defaka ɓɛḿ́ J 167 bee 
NK ɓɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́púlo  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɔ ́púló  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛḿ  

BL   
KI ɓɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
NE mɛʊ̃ ̃  
AK mɛũ  
BU mɛ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OP bɛʊ́̃,́ táɓáɪ  
OY tabá-ye  
ET táɓái  
EO bɛʊ́̃ ́  
BA bɛʊ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP bɛʊ́̃ ́  
ID bɔʊ̃ ̃  
OG bɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM bɛʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛʊ̃ ̃  
AR bɛʊ̃ ̃  
OB bɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE bɔʊ̰̃ ́  
ME bɔʊ̰̃ ́  
KU bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
WT bɔʊ̰̃ ́  
ON tábái  
IK mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
EK tábá-↓yé  
KO bɔ̃ʊ́,̃ tábeí/tábá-yé  
GB ɪtábaɪ ́  
OR ɓɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AT bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI bɔɔ̃̃ ́(minĩ)́  
Notes *ɓɛmʊ ̃1  
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HOOK 
Defaka   
NK átí  
BD   
Ịb anị árɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

árɪ ́  

BL   
KI árɪ ́  
NE ɗa-ye  
AK ɗa-ye  
BU (ɗá íyé) ígú  
OP   
OY daa-ye  
ET   
EO dáá-yé  
BA dáɪ-́yé úgú  
KL   
AP dáá-yé (úgú)  
ID daa-ye  
OG daa-ye  
GM daa-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU daa-ye  
AR da-ye  
OB daa-ye  
OT   
OE daá-yé ógú  
ME daa-yé  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dáá-yé (úgú)  
KO déí úgú  
GB dá úgú  
OR kɔkɔʊ-́ye  
AT ɪḱpɔ↓́ʊ ́  
BI ɪḱpaá  
Notes   
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HORN 
Defaka ɪf́á↓lɪ ́ J 152 
NK í↓fálí  
BD   
Ịb anị íɓírí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪf́álɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɪv́á↓lá  
NE (nãmã) ɪkpalɪ ́  
AK ikpalu  
BU (nãḿã)́ kʊŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OP kúrɔ̃ ̃ ́  
OY ʊm̃gbʊ ́  
ET kṹrã̃ ́  
EO nãḿã ́ʊḿgbɔ ́  
BA ʊm̃gbʊ ́  
KL   
AP egbélégbéle  
ID kpeka, ɔdʊ  
OG kpeka, ɔdʊ  
GM agbʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU nãmã ugbʊ  
AR ʊgbʊ,́ nãmã ʊgbʊ  
OB ɔdʊ  
OT   
OE adʊ ́  
ME adʊ ́  
KU ɔkʊŕã̃  
KB ɔkʊŕã̃  
WT ʊkʊŕaɪ ̃ ́  
ON akũrã̃  
IK kṹrã̃ ́  
EK ĩmgbeé  
KO ĩmgbeé  
GB ɛkɛ̃ ́  
OR ɔḱʊŕɔ,́ nãḿã ́

ɔḱʊrɔ 
 

AT ɔḱʊŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
BI ɔḱʊŕɔ ́  
Notes *ɪfalɪ 3/2 

(KOIN) 
*ɪkpalʊ 2 (NA) 
*ɔkʊrã̃ɪ ̃2 (WI) 
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HORNBILL 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ákámãḱá, ápɪá́pɪá́  

BL   
KI ogunṹ  
NE tɪbɪ ɣɔ nyiŋgí ɗiɓi  
AK apiapia  
BU apíápíá  
OP apíápíá  
OY apɪỹ ̰ãpɪyã,́ *  
ET apɪá́pɪá́  
EO apíápíá/apɪýápɪýá  
BA apíãṕíã ́  
KL   
AP akásá  
ID apɪ ̃ã́ṕɪ ̃ã́ ́  
OG apɪã̃pɪã̃  
GM apɪ ̃ã́ṕiã  
EG   
WO   
FU apɪã̃pɪã̃  
AR apɪ ̃ã́ṕiã, akãŋã  
OB apɪã̃pɪã̃, akãŋã, *  
OT   
OE apɪ ̃ã́ṕɪ ̃ã́ ́  
ME apɪ ̃ã́ṕɪ ̃ã́ ́  
KU agɪĺágɪĺá  
KB okirikókó, akɪɣ́ã,́ *  
WT agʊĺɛǵʊĺɛ ́  
ON apíápíá  
IK akãŋ́ã ́  
EK ɛgʊĺɛǵʊlɛ  
KO ɛgʊĺɛǵʊĺɛ, akãã́ ́  
GB apɪýãṕɪýã  
OR ápɪṕɪá  
AT ápɪṕɪýá  
BI ákã ́  
Notes   
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HORSE 
Defaka iɲĩɲã J 142 <Igbo 
NK ĩy ̰ĩya <Igbo 
BD   
Ịb anị ásʊ <Portuguese asno donkey 
Kalab a
rị 

ásʊ <Portuguese asno donkey 

BL   
KI ásʊ ̃ <Portuguese asno donkey 
NE a. asʊ̃ ́

b. kɪtɪ-kɪtɪ ́
<Portuguese asno donkey 
<Yoruba donkey 

AK a. asɔ 
b. kɛtɛ-kɛtɛ 

<Portuguese asno donkey 
<Yoruba donkey 

BU asʊ̃ ́ <Portuguese asno donkey 
OP así <Portuguese asno donkey 
OY así <Portuguese asno donkey 
ET kɛt́ɛ-́kɛt́ɛ ́ <Yoruba donkey 
EO así <Portuguese asno donkey 
BA así <Portuguese asno donkey 
KL   
AP asú <Portuguese asno donkey 
ID asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
OG asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
GM asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
EG   
WO   
FU ɛsi/asi, iye pɪra asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
AR asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
OB asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
OT   
OE asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
ME asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
KU ayɪỹã <Igbo 
KB ayɪỹã <Igbo 
WT ayãyã <Igbo 
ON asi <Portuguese asno donkey 
IK a. ayãyãa 

b. ikɛt́ɛḱɛt́ɛ ́
<Yoruba donkey 

EK ɔyãyã ́ <Igbo 
KO ɔyãyã ́ <Igbo 
GB ɔyãyã ́ <Igbo 
OR ɛyɪỹã <Igbo 
AT ayãyã <Igbo 
BI anyɪỹa <Igbo 
Notes   
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HOT, BE (AS PEPPER) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK á↓kú, ófiri  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ɪŕɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

á↓kʊ,́ ɔf́ɪ↓́rɪ,́ wó-wó  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɪ↓́rɪ ́  
NE ɔfɪrɪ,́ ɣai-ɣaí  
AK nʊ̃ńgbɔ  
BU kɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY kɔɔ̃̃,́ dʊŋgbɔ  
ET   
EO dʊḿgbɔ ́  
BA dʊḿgbɔ ́  
KL   
AP dɔ̃,́ dʊḿgbɔ ́  
ID d ɔ,̃ kɔ ̃  
OG d ɔ,̃ dʊkpɔ  
GM d ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊgbɔ  
AR dʊgbɔ  
OB kɔ ̃  
OT   
OE kɔ ̃  
ME kɔ ̃  
KU kɔ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KO kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
GB kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
OR kɔ ̃  
AT kɔ ̃  
BI kɔ ̃  
Notes   
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HOT, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka oro J 251 (as firẽ 
NK ófiri  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ɪŕɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔf́ɪ↓́rɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɪ↓́rɪ ́  
NE ɔfɪrɪ,́ wolo-woló  
AK ɔhɔŕi  
BU ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
OP ɔfɛŕɛ ́  
OY afɪrɪ ́  
ET afɛŕɛ ́  
EO ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
BA ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
KL ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
AP ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
ID ɔfɪrɪ/ɔfʊrʊ  
OG ɔfɪrɪ  
GM ɔfɪrɪ  
EG ɔfɪrɪ  
WO ɔfɪrɪ  
FU ofɪrɪ  
AR ɔfɪrɪ, j ɔm̃ɔ  
OB ɔfɪrɪ  
OT   
OE afʊŕʊ ́  
ME afʊŕʊ ́3  
KU afɪŕɪ ́  
KB afɪŕɪ ́  
WT afɪŕɪ,́ kúkúkú  
ON afɛŕɛ ́  
IK afɛŕɛ ́  
EK ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
KO ofɪŕɪ ́  
GB ɔfɪŕɪ ́  
OR ɔf́ɪrɪ  
AT áfɪ↓́rɪ ́  
BI áfɪrɪ  
Notes *ɔfɪrɪ 3  
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HOUSE 
Defaka jíka J  93 
NK wári  
BD   
Ịb anị wá↓rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

wá↓rɪ ́  

BL   
KI wá↓rɪ ́  
NE warɪ ́  
AK wárɛ  
BU wárɪ ́  
OP wárí  
OY warɪ,́ warɪ  
ET wárí  
EO wárɪ ́  
BA wárɪ ́  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́  
ID warɪ  
OG warɪ  
GM warɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ  
AR warɪ  
OB warɪ  
OT   
OE warɪ ́  
ME warɪ ́  
KU wárɪ ́  
KB wárɪ ́  
WT warɪ ́  
ON wárí  
IK wárí  
EK wárɪ ́  
KO wárɪ ́  
GB wá↓rɪ ́  
OR wárɪ ́  
AT wárɪ ́  
BI wárɪ ́  
Notes *warɪ 3 Cf. Esan uwa?? 
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HOUSEFLY 
Defaka ɔmɔmɔ̃ ́ J 166 
NK omɔmɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔmɔmɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔmɔmɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɔmʊm̃ʊ̃ ́  
NE ɔmɔ̃ḿbʊ  
AK ɔmɔ̃ḿɔ  
BU ɔmʊ̃ḿʊ̃ ́  
OP ɔmɔ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
OY amʊm̃ʊ̃ ́  
ET Amʊm̃ɔ̃ ́  
EO fṹ-yaɪ ̃  
BA fʊɪ́ ̃-́yaɪ ̃  
KL   
AP fṹ-yaɪ  
ID ɔtɔĺɔ ́  
OG ɔtɔlɔ  
GM ɔtɔlɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔtɔlɔ ́  
AR ɔtɔlɔ ́  
OB ɔmɔmɔ, fiĩ-́yaɪ  
OT   
OE anʊñɔ  
ME amʊm̃ʊ ̃  
KU fĩ yaɪ ́  
KB amʊm̃ʊʊ̃̃ ́  
WT amʊm̃ʊ ̃  
ON amɔmɔ  
IK amũmɔɔ ́  
EK ɔmɔmɔ̃ ́  
KO ɔmʊm̃ʊ̃ ́  
GB ɔmɔmɔ̃ ́  
OR ímũmṹ  
AT imõmóo  
BI ɪmʊm̃ʊ̃ ́  
Notes *ɔmɔmɔ ̃/ɔmʊm̃ʊ ̃4  
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HOW MANY? 
Defaka   
NK nde  
BD   
Ịb anị ndɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ndá (aɪ ̃  

BL   
KI nda  
NE ɪńdaɪ  
AK ĩndái  
BU ɪndɛɛ́  
OP ĩndɛɛ́  
OY ɪndɛɛ́, ɪndɛ ́nɪ  
ET ĩndɛɛ́, ĩndɛ nɛ̃ɛ́  
EO ɪndɛɛ́  
BA ɪndɛɛ́  
KL   
AP ɪndɛɛ́  
ID ɪdáʊ  
OG ɪdɛ ́ya  
GM idéa  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪdɛá  
AR ɪdáa  
OB ɪndɛɛ́  
OT   
OE ɪndɛɛ ́nɪ  
ME ɛndɪ á o, ɛndɪnã  
KU ɛnɗɛ nɪ  
KB ɛndɛɪ ́nɛ, ɛndɛɪ kɛ ́  
WT ɪndɛ nɛ̃ɛ́  
ON íĩndɛɛ́  
IK ndiá aa  
EK ɪndaá  
KO ɪndaá 5  
GB ɪndaɪ ́yaáa  
OR ɛdáa  
AT ɪdɛ ́a?  
BI ɪnɗáa  
Notes *ɪd̃ɛ a ? 5  
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HOW? 
Defaka   
NK ndaráa  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔrɔṕa = te ɔrɔṕa, 

tɔrɔɔ́ 
 

Kalab a
rị 

tɔ ɓara, ndɛ-n dɛ  

BL   
KI ndé iye ɔkʊ  
NE tɔ ́ɓara  
AK táɓara  
BU tɪɛ́ ́ɓara  
OP tɪɛ́ ́bɪra acc to MO this is ɓ 
OY té bɪrá (nɪ ̃  
ET taɓará  
EO tɪɛ́ ́bɪra  
BA tɪɛ́ ́bɪra  
KL   
AP té bɪŕa  
ID té bɪra  
OG tɪ ́bɪra  
GM te bɪŕáa  
EG   
WO   
FU te bɪrá  
AR te bɪráa  
OB tɪ bɪráa  
OT   
OE te bɪrá nɪ  
ME tɪ bɪrá o  
KU tɪ bɪrá o  
KB ɔt́ɪ bara nɛ  
WT óte bɪrá  
ON téí ni  
IK taɓaráa  
EK tʊbaráa  
KO tʊbara. te bará  
GB tɪ baráa ?  
OR ɛdɔḿɔ  
AT denẽ ́  
BI niká pa mãá  
Notes *te ɓara 1 3 which 

way? 
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HUMP, (N.), * 
Defaka   
NK okpo ḿgbú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪḱákɪ ́(ɔb́íi)  
Kalab a
rị 

ike  

BL   
KI ikeé  
NE ɪm̃gbʊ ́  
AK ĩmgbɔɔ́  
BU ɪm̃bʊ ́(tʊa) Ịzọn: gb > b /ɪ-̃-ʊ  
OP ɔm̃bɔ ́  
OY ʊm̃bʊ (tʊwa)  
ET ũmbɔɔ ́  
EO ʊm̃bʊ ́ tʊá, ógbowei 

kɔrɪ 
 

BA ʊm̃bʊ ́  
KL ʊm̃bʊ ́  
AP ʊm̃bʊ ́  
ID ɪm̃bʊ/ũmbʊ  
OG ibʊ, ɔbʊ  
GM ũmbʊ (tʊa)  
EG ubʊ  
WO ubʊ  
FU ʊbʊ tʊa  
AR ʊbʊ  
OB ʊm̃bʊ  
OT   
OE ɔm̃bʊ ́(tʊá́)  
ME ɔm̃bɪ/ɔm̃bʊ  
KU ɔm̃bʊ  
KB ɔm̃bʊʊ ́  
WT ɔm̃bʊ  
ON ũmbɔ  
IK ũmbɔɔ ́  
EK ʊm̃bʊ ́  
KO ʊm̃bʊʊ/́ɔm̃bʊʊ,́ 

ʊm̃bʊ tʊá 
 

GB ɔm̃bʊʊ ́  
OR kpulúlú ɔb́ʊ  
AT ɪgbʊ still gb 
BI ivukpɔ ́  
Notes *ɪg̃bʊ  
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HUNGER 
Defaka éyãã́ tarɪ food-want 
NK fíe tari food-want 
BD   
Ịb anị ɓuru tarɪ ́ yam-want 
Kalab a
rị 

ɓuru pɔkɔ tarɪ ́ yam-throat-want 

BL   
KI ɓuru pʊkɔ tarɪ ́ yam-throat-want 
NE ɔmɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
AK ɔmɔ̃ṹ  
BU mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OP mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OY ḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
ET uḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
EO mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BA mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP mɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID mɔɔ/́ḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
OG ḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
GM ḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ḿɔʊ̃̃ ́  
AR mɔʊ̃ ̃  
OB mɔʊ̰̃ ́  
OT   
OE mɔʊ̃ ̃  
ME mɔʊ̃ ̃  
KU mɔʊ̃ ̃  
KB mɔʊ̃ ̃  
WT mɔʊ̃ ̃  
ON mɔʊ̃ ̃  
IK mɔʊ̰̃ ́  
EK mɔʊ̰̃ ́  
KO mɔʊ̰̃ ́  
GB mɔʊ̰̃ ́  
OR mɔɔ ́  
AT ɪmɔ̃ɔ́  
BI ɪmɔ̃ ́  
Notes *ɔmɔʊ̃/̃ʊ-/ɪ- ? 1/4?  
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HUNT (VP) 
Defaka   
NK nãḿã ́pí↓rí tẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị nãḿã ́tɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

piri dé  

BL   
KI piri deé  
NE nãmã tẽĩ, nãmã piri 

sʊɔ 
 

AK tẽĩ́, bou húo  
BU ɓóú tẽĩ/wɔnɪ  
OP bóú wɛni  
OY dẽĩ tɔnɪ, boú 

wɛnɪ/tẽĩ 
 

ET ɓou wɛnĩ ́  
EO  bóú wɔńɪ, ɔdɛ ́  
BA nãḿã ́ dɔɣ́ɪ,́ bóú 

wɔńɪ 
 

KL   
AP bóú wánɪ ̃ ́  
ID bou tẽĩ  
OG tẽĩ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bou tiĩ ́  
AR ɔdɪ  
OB dɔʊ  
OT   
OE bou tẽĩ  
ME tẽĩ  
KU tẽĩ  
KB tẽĩ  
WT tẽĩ  
ON bou tẽĩ  
IK ɓou wɛnĩ ́  
EK bou tẽĩ,́ bou wɛnɪ ̃ ́  
KO (boũ tẽĩ ́  
GB bou wɛnɪ ̃/́tẽĩ ́  
OR ɓárá tẽĩ́  
AT ɓárá tẽĩ́  
BI bɪŕá tẽĩ́  
Notes   
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HUNTER 
Defaka   
NK nãḿã ́píri tẽĩ-́ɓɔɔ́|  
BD   
Ịb anị nãḿã ́tɛ-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

piri de-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI nãḿã ́tẽĩ́-́ɓɔ ́  
NE nãmã tẽĩ owei/-ɓɔ  
AK nãmã ɓa-woi, ɓou 

mɛ̃ńdɪ-woi 
 

BU ɓóú tẽĩ-wei, *  
OP nãḿã ́tẽĩ́ ́ówéí  
OY boú tẽĩ kɪmɪ ̃  
ET ɓou wɛnɪ ̃owéi  
EO nãḿã ́tẽĩ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA nãḿã ́tẽĩ́-́wéí  
KL   
AP bóú tẽĩ́-́wei  
ID bou tẽĩ́ ́ owei, ɔdɛ ́

owei 
 

OG bou tẽĩ́-́wei  
GM bou tẽĩ-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdɛ-wei  
AR   
OB bou tẽĩ́-́wei  
OT   
OE bou tẽĩ kɪmɪ/̃owei  
ME eyé tẽĩ́ ́ówéí, *  
KU   
KB bou tẽĩ/wɛnɪ ̃kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
WT bou tẽĩ/wɛnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
ON nãḿã ́tẽĩ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃,́ *  
IK bou tẽĩ kɛmɛ̃/́oweí  
EK nãḿã ́tẽĩ́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO bou tẽĩ/wɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃?  
GB bou wɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR bárá tẽĩ́ ́ówei  
AT ɓárá tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃/́-wéi,*  
BI bɪŕá tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ówéíi/kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
 



503 

HUSBAND 
Defaka jei J 178 
NK jie, i jié  
BD   
Ịb anị de  
Kalab a
rị 

di-ɓɔ, di  

BL   
KI deé  
NE deí  
AK déi  
BU zéí  
OP yéí  
OY yeí  
ET yeí  
EO yéí  
BA zéí  
KL   
AP zéí  
ID yei  
OG e zéí  
GM ɛ zéi  
EG   
WO   
FU jei  
AR zei, ɛ zéi  
OB yei  
OT   
OE yei  
ME yei  
KU yei  
KB yeí  
WT yei  
ON yei  
IK yeí  
EK yeí  
KO yeí  
GB yeí  
OR yei  
AT yei, i yeí  
BI yei  
Notes *jei ? 1  
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33. Western Tree-hyrax, Dendrohyrax dorsalis 
   
Defaka   
   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị kalokiya CBP check
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
   

 
Notes: this entry is not completed, but Powell (n.d.) provides a complete listing for Ịjọ languages and most 
Ịjọ languages have *awawa, except for those in the extreme east, such as Brass, which have forms like 
adikororo. These latter are likely to be loans from Central Delta, which has forms such as adighololon. 
Ogoni languages have kogoro, which is likely to be cognate with Central Delta with the adi- element an old 
prefix. Delta Edoid is identical to Brass and are presumably borrowings from Ịjọ. Ịjọ *awawa appears to be 
an innovation for the family. 
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IMITATE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK tɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị daa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗiki-mã,́ ɪɗ́á  

BL   
KI ɗá↓á  
NE ɗa, ɗigí mɪɛ̃ ́ check tone 
AK ɗaa  
BU ɗá  
OP   
OY daa  
ET   
EO dáá  
BA kɪḿɪ ̃ ́dáá, díí mɪɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dáá  
ID daa  
OG kɪbɛ, digi mɪɛ̃, daa  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU daa  
AR da  
OB daa  
OT   
OE dawáɪ ́  
ME daá  
KU daá  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dáá  
KO dáá  
GB dáá  
OR ɗá  
AT ɗá  
BI daá, da  
Notes *ɗaa 2/3?  
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IN FRONT OF 
Defaka   
NK bɔĺɔʊ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔŕʊ-́↓kú  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŕɔ↓́kɔ/́tʊŕɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI tɔŕɔḱɔ  
NE ɓɛlɛʊ, tɔrʊǵɔ  
AK ɓɛlɛu  
BU ɓɛĺɛʊ́ ́(ãŋ́gá)  
OP bɔĺɔʊ́ ́  
OY bɔlɔʊ/́bɔlɔʊ  
ET ɓɔĺɔú́  
EO bɛĺɛʊ́ ́  
BA bɛĺɛʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP bɛĺɛʊ́ ́  
ID bɔlɔ/bʊlɔ  
OG bɔlɔʊ  
GM bɔlɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛlɛʊ  
AR bɛlɛʊ  
OB bʊlɔʊ  
OT   
OE bʊlɔʊ́ ́  
ME bʊlɔʊ́ ́  
KU abʊbɔ, bʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
KB bʊĺɔ ́  
WT bʊlɔ ́  
ON bɔĺɔú́  
IK bɔĺɔú́ ãŋ́gá  
EK bɔĺɔʊ́ ́  
KO bɔĺɔʊ́ ́ãŋ́gá  
GB bɔĺɔʊ́ ́  
OR tɔŕʊ aga  
AT ɓɛĺɛ ́ga  
BI ɓɪĺɛ ́  
Notes *ɓɛlɛʊ 2  
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IN-LAWS (OLDER THAN WIFE) 
Defaka   
NK ɪ taá nɪ ̃warɪ-apʊ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔ↓́gɔ,́ á↓dó-apʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔ↓́gɔ,́ fúá  

BL   
KI   
NE ɔgɔ-́oŋgu  
AK huwo-óŋgu  
BU fúó-otu  
OP   
OY fuó-otu  
ET fúó-wari  
EO fúó-yóu  
BA ɛnãá fuo-you  
KL   
AP opú fúó-abʊ  
ID ɛnɪ ̃ ́ fuo-otu, fuo 

wárɪ ́
 

OG ɔǵɔ,̃ ɛnɪ ̃ ́fuo-otu  
GM ɛnã ́foi abu  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR fuo bíri  
OB fuo wárɪ ́  
OT   
OE agɔ-otu  
ME fo-ótu  
KU ene fu-ótu  
KB agɔ-́ótu  
WT agɔ-́otú  
ON   
IK   
EK fúó warɪ  
KO fúó-otu  
GB fúó warɪ  
OR fúá daʊ/yũ  
AT i fui-ánɪ ̃ ? (M), ɪ 

yafúro-anɪ 
 

BI fei-ɓɔ-́mɪñɪ  
Notes   
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IN-LAWS (WIFE’S GENERATION) 
Defaka   
NK fói, ɪ taá amʊñãpʊ, 

(ɔ↓́gɔ)́ 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ɔ↓́gɔ,́ á↓dó-apʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔ↓́gɔ-́apʊ  

BL   
KI ɪya ɔgɔ-́ápʊ  
NE ɪ ́ ta furo-oŋgu, ɔgɔ-́

oŋgu 
 

AK ɔgɔ-óŋgu  
BU ɔgɔ-́otu  
OP   
OY agɔ-́otu  
ET agɔ-otu  
EO ɔgɔ-́yóu  
BA ɔgɔ-́you  
KL   
AP fúó-wárɪ,́ ɔgɔ ́  
ID ɛnɪ ̃ ́ fuo-warɪ, 

ɔgɔ(n)-ótu 
 

OG ɔǵɔ ̃  
GM ɔgɔ̃-́otu  
EG   
WO   
FU foi wárɪ/-ábʊ  
AR ɔgʊ ̃  
OB fuo wárɪ ́  
OT   
OE agɔ-́otu  
ME fo-ɔtu  
KU agɔ-́otu  
KB agɔ-́ótu  
WT agɔ-́otú  
ON agɔ-́otu (M), dó-otu 

(F) 
 

IK agɔ-́otu  
EK fúó-warɪ, ɔgɔ-́otu  
KO ɔgɔ-́otu  
GB fúó warɪ  
OR fúó-wárɪ,́ ɔgɔ ́  
AT i fui-ánɪ ̃?, ɪ yafuro-

ánɪ 
 

BI fei-ɓɔ-́mɪñɪ  
Notes   
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INHERITANCE 
Defaka   
NK ŋ�gɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị die kirí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗú↓ú  

BL   
KI   
NE ɗu  
AK ɗuu  
BU dú  
OP   
OY du  
ET   
EO dúú  
BA dúú  
KL   
AP dúú  
ID duu  
OG duu  
GM duu  
EG   
WO   
FU duu  
AR du  
OB duu  
OT   
OE duú  
ME duú  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dúú  
KO dúú  
GB dúú  
OR aɗia íbu  
AT ɗú  
BI dú  
Notes *ɗuu 2 (Kalab arị 

3?) 
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INSIDE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓíe  
BD   
Ịb anị bí↓é  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓíó jʊʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓíe  
NE ɓió  
AK ɓíye  
BU ɓólóú  
OP bólóú  
OY boloú  
ET ɓólóú  
EO bólóú  
BA bólóúbú  
KL   
AP bólóú  
ID bulou(bũ or bulo(bũ? 
OG bulobu  
GM bulobu  
EG   
WO   
FU bilebu  
AR bilebu  
OB buloubu check 
OT   
OE bulóú  
ME bulóu  
KU búlú  
KB búlú  
WT bulú  
ON bólóú  
IK ɓólóú  
EK búlóú  
KO bólóú  
GB búlóú  
OR ɓéle  
AT ɓílé ga  
BI ɓílée  
Notes EI: *ɓiyo 3 

WI: *ɓeleɓu 2 
Can these be 
related? 
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INSIDE OF ELBOW 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ándá nã ́íkó nã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓará yaɪm̃ɔ  
AK ɓara yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
BU ɓárá yaɪm̃ɔ  
OP bírá yaĩmɔ  
OY bɪrá yaɪm̃ɔ  
ET   
EO bɪra yáɪm̃ɔ  
BA bɪŕá yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
KL   
AP   
ID bɪra yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
OG bɪra yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
GM bɪra yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB bɪra yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
OT   
OE bɪrá yaɪm̃ɔ  
ME bɪrá yaɪm̃ɔ  
KU   
KB bɪŕá yãḿɔ  
WT bɪrá yããḿɔ  
ON   
IK ɓárá yáĩḿɔ  
EK bárá yaɪm̃ɔ  
KO bárá yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
GB bárá ↓yáɪ ̃ḿɔ  
OR   
AT ɓárá yáɪ ̃ḿɔ̃ɔ́  
BI bɪŕá ánʊ̃ḿʊ̃t́a  
Notes *ɓara yãɪm̃ɔ ̃3 ?  
 



512 

INSULT, ABUSE, CURSE (V.T.) 
Defaka karɪ J 307 
NK kpɔ↓́ɔt́íi, kari  
BD   
Ịb anị wirí  
Kalab a
rị 

wɔ↓́lɔ,́ worí  

BL   
KI worí  
NE worí, gɔlɪ ́  
AK gɔĺi (hĩ-mɔ̃́ɔ,̃ wóri  
BU wórí, mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́↓dɔń-mɔ̃ ́  
OP wérí  
OY dií sei-mɔ̃ ́  
ET ɗi séi-mɔ ̃?  
EO wérí  
BA bíé fʊŕʊ-mɔ  
KL   
AP wérí  
ID wori  
OG weri, dee  
GM weri  
EG   
WO   
FU wori  
AR wori  
OB weri  
OT   
OE weri  
ME weri  
KU weri  
KB werií, dɪḿã ́  
WT akpárɪ ́  
ON weri  
IK werí  
EK werí  
KO werí, gbɛdɪ ́  
GB werí  
OR weri  
AT werí, dii séí-↓mɔ̃ ́  
BI woru, ɪpʊtɔ  
Notes *weri  
 



513 

INTESTINES (GUTS) 
Defaka   
NK (fúru ɓie) nsaɣa  
BD   
Ịb anị fúró ↓bíé ɪĺa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪĺá  

BL   
KI ɓʊlɔ ɓie ɪlá  
NE furó a-ɪla  
AK húro-mɔ  
BU fúró  
OP fúró digi  
OY furó dii-amã ́  
ET fúró ɗĩ  
EO fúró a-diɣi  
BA kálá ufurou  
KL   
AP kálá fúroú  
ID biri ifurou  
OG (birĩ̃ ifurou  
GM biri ifurou  
EG   
WO   
FU ufurou  
AR ɪgɪtɪ á-furo  
OB biri ɪgba  
OT   
OE ãmbá díí-yáɪ ́  
ME ãmbá díí-yáɪ ́  
KU ãmbá dí-yaɪ  
KB ãmbá díí/dígí  
WT ãmbá dí-yaɪ  
ON fúró dii-yai  
IK fúró ɛǵba  
EK fúrou ɪgba  
KO fúroú ɪgba  
GB fúrou ɪǵba  
OR fúró ɗíí  
AT fúróú ɗíĩ  
BI kɪĺá fúró  
Notes *ɪla 2 EI 

PPAB -lã̰ abdomen 
Nupoid: Ebira ì-nɛ ́stomach 
Abuan ɔ-’là intestines 
Mambila la stomach 
Tiv í-yǎ stomach 
BLR da L 773 abdomen, intestines; pregnancy; inside 

 

 



514 

INVOKE DEITY (VP) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị órú gbó, gbó↓ó  
Kalab a
rị 

órú gbó, gbó↓ó  

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃ ́cɪ ̃ ́?  
NE oru gbo  
AK gbou  
BU bíĩ ́kã ́  
OP bíɛ̃ ́kã ́  
OY bĩy ̰ɛ ̃peí  
ET   
EO bíyẽ ́kã ́  
BA órú gbó, bɪɛ́ ̃ ́gbó  
KL   
AP bɪɛ́ ̃ ́kã ́  
ID oru tɪ ̃  
OG bɪɛ̃ ̃pou, oru kã  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɪɛ̃ ̃kã/poi  
AR   
OB bɪɛ̃ ̃pei  
OT   
OE karɪ saɪ  
ME bɪɛ́ ̃ ́pɛí́  
KU bɪɛ́ ̃ ́péí  
KB bɪɛ́ ̃ ́pɛɪ́,́ pɛɪ ́  
WT orú tɪ ̃ ́  
ON bíɛ̃ ́kã ́  
IK bíɛ̃ ́kã ́  
EK bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃ ́  
KO bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃/́kãã́,́ *  
GB bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɛɓ́ɔʊ́ ́pɔʊ́  
AT   
BI kalɪ  
Notes   
 



515 

ɪRON 
Defaka nkukuru yãã J 79  
NK nkukuruye  
BD   
Ịb anị íkúlé↓rú  
Kalab a
rị 

íkúléle  

BL   
KI íkuléle  
NE ikegimã  
AK igúu  
BU igú  
OP ogú  
OY ugú  
ET oguú  
EO ugú  
BA ugú  
KL ugú  
AP ugú  
ID igu  
OG igu  
GM ʊrɛ ̃  
EG urɛ,̃ ugu  
WO urɛ ̃  
FU igu  
AR ʊrɛ ̃  
OB fayabá  
OT   
OE ogu  
ME ogu  
KU ogu  
KB oguú  
WT ogu  
ON ogu  
IK oguú  
EK uguú  
KO uguú  
GB ugú  
OR iguíye  
AT ogũ  
BI igu  
Notes   
 



516 

ɪRON WOOD 
Defaka   
NK ákó  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ákáwáɪ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɪkʊrʊɓa, ɪmɔ  
AK ɔkpɔɔ́  
BU ɔkpɔ ́  
OP   
OY ɔkpɔ ́  
ET   
EO ɔkpɔ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɔkpɔ ́  
ID ɔkʊrʊ, ikp ɔ ̃  
OG ʊkp ɔ/̃ɪkp ɔ,̃ ɔkʊrʊ  
GM ukp ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU zɔwɛɪ tɪ ̃ ́  
AR zɔwɛɪ tɪ ̃ ́  
OB ukp ɔ ̃  
OT   
OE akpɔ  
ME akpɔ  
KU akpɔ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɔkpɔɔ ́  
KO ɔkpɔɔ ́  
GB ɔkpɔ ́  
OR   
AT ágɪ,̃ akpɔ  
BI ɔkʊãã́  
Notes   
 



517 

ɪSLAND 
Defaka   
NK mĩndi kamãḿ, 

ámãkiri 
 

BD   
Ịb anị a. mʊ̃ḿɔ̃ ́

b. ogbosʊá́nyɛ ́
a. sandy island 
b. island (both dic) 

Kalab a
rị 

sɔ ́  

BL   
KI cʊɔ́ ́  
NE otokolo  
AK otuwo check vwls 
BU otúó  
OP   
OY otuwo  
ET   
EO otúwó  
BA   
KL   
AP otúó  
ID otoloigbo  
OG otuo  
GM otuo ábɔlɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU otolo  
AR otuo  
OB okũ  
OT   
OE tʊɔ ́  
ME tʊɔ ́  
KU tʊɔ́ ́  
KB tʊɔ́ ́  
WT tʊɔ,́ itóbó  
ON   
IK   
EK ɔtʊɔ́ ́  
KO tʊɔ́ ́  
GB tʊɔʊ  
OR   
AT ógbórṍ, sʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BI íkpú bíríi  
Notes *ɔtʊwɔ 2  
 



518 

ɪTCH (V.I.), ɪRRITATE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

daka-daka  

BL   
KI   
NE dagá: daga-mɔ̃ ́  
AK daga  
BU   
OP   
OY tẽĩ ́  
ET   
EO tẽĩ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID gbolo  
OG tẽĩ: tẽĩ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU zaa-mɔ  
AR   
OB yaa-mɔ  
OT   
OE tẽĩ  
ME yaá  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO godo-godó, 

ɪm̃bɛlɛ,́* 
tẽĩ ́vt cause to itch 

GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 
ɪVORY see BUTTON 
 



519 

JAUNDICE, "YELLOW FEVER" 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ófɪŕɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ɔf́ɪŕɪ/ákámʊ ̃  

BL   
KI ákɔm  
NE ákɔm  
AK ohuroye  
BU osóɓó  
OP óróví  
OY osobo  
ET óróbí  
EO osóbá  
BA osóbá  
KL   
AP osóbá  
ID osobo/osoba  
OG osoba  
GM osoba  
EG   
WO   
FU owei osoba  
AR osoba  
OB osoba  
OT   
OE osóbó  
ME osóbó  
KU osúbó dɔ̃ ́  
KB osóbó  
WT oromã ́  
ON éré-óvĩ ́  
IK óróví  
EK eré-ámã ́óvĩ ́  
KO eré-ámã ́óvĩ ́  
GB eré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́óvĩ ́  
OR ákɔm  
AT ákʊḿ  
BI ɪb́ãã́  
Notes   
 



520 

JAW 
Defaka ɛbɛku J 9 
NK aberé↓kɔ ́ mãmãká 

(abɔkʊ-tíe) 
 

BD   
Ịb anị íkú  
Kalab a
rị 

amgba  

BL   
KI amgbaá  
NE amgbá-kokoɓa  
AK akokoɓa  
BU akókóɓá  
OP amgbá ↓ókúkó túú, *  
OY ukuké  
ET amgba okukó  
EO ukúká, amgbá, 

akokoba 
 

BA ukúké  
KL   
AP okúká  
ID agba tú  
OG ikuka  
GM koko tú ye  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri ákpe  
AR akpe kirí  
OB amgbá ikeke  
OT   
OE okoko  
ME amgba koko  
KU amgba koko  
KB amgba kuko  
WT amgba kokó  
ON amgba okuko  
IK amgba kukoú, 

okukó 
 

EK ukuká  
KO amgba ukúka  
GB okúká  
OR agba ɪṕɔrɪ  
AT asɪ ́ɔga, agbã  
BI agbã  
Notes   
 



521 

JELLYFISH 
Defaka   
NK alia  
BD   
Ịb anị áfaláfa  
Kalab a
rị 

alá↓pá  

BL   
KI   
NE álapá, ɪyɔrɔ/owei 

álapá 
 

AK   
BU alápá  
OP álápá  
OY alapá  
ET   
EO alapá  
BA alápá, ówú álápá  
KL   
AP alápá  
ID alábá  
OG alábá  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR alapá  
OB alápá  
OT   
OE alapalápa  
ME alapaá  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO alapalápa  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *alapa 4?  
 



522 

JUDGE CASE: GIVE JUDGMENT VP 
Defaka   
NK ɓɛŕɛ ́fíe  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔɔ,́ ɓɛŕɛ ́kɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔ ̃  

BL   
KI ɓɛŕɛ ́kɔ̃ ́  
NE ɓɛrɛ ɗugo, ɓɛrɛ pɛlɛ  
AK ɗúgo  
BU ɓɛŕɛ ́ɗúgó  
OP bɛŕɛ ́dúgó: bɛŕɛ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
OY ʊgʊla pɛlɛ  
ET ɓɛrɛ ɗugó  
EO bɛŕɛ ́dúgó: bɛŕɛ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
BA bɛŕɛ ́dúgó: bɛŕɛ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP ʊgʊĺá sʊɔ́:́ bɪb́ɪ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
ID igʊla sʊwɔ: igʊla 

pɛlɛ 
 

OG ɪgʊla sʊɔ: ɪgʊla pɛlɛ  
GM igʊla sʊɔ: igʊla pɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊgʊla sʊwɔ: ʊgʊla 

pɛlɛ 
 

AR ɔgʊla sʊɔ  
OB ʊgʊla sʊwɔ: ʊgʊla 

pɛlɛ 
 

OT   
OE ɔgɪĺá sʊɔ́:́ ɔgɪĺá pɛĺɛ ́  
ME sʊɔ ́  
KU ɔgɪĺá sʊɔ́ ́  
KB sʊɔ́:́ bɪb́ɪ ́pɪĺɛ ́  
WT ɔgɪĺá sɔʊ́ ́  
ON bɛb́ɛ ́pɛlɛ  
IK ɓɛŕɛ/́ugúlá gbá  
EK bɪb́ɪ ́gbá: bɪb́ɪ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
KO ʊgʊĺá sʊɔ́:́ bɪb́ɪ ́ pɛĺɛ ́

* 
 

GB bɪb́ɪ ́gbáá: bɪb́ɪ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
OR ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
AT ɓɪɪ́ ́pɛĺɛ ́  
BI bɪɪ́ ́fé  
Notes   
 



523 

JUG 
Defaka   
NK ojóŋgu  
BD   
Ịb anị ojóŋgo  
Kalab a
rị 

jóŋgo  

BL   
KI ojóŋgu  
NE zóŋgo/jóŋgo  
AK zóŋgo/jóŋgo  
BU zóŋgo  
OP jóŋgo  
OY zṹŋgo  
ET zṹŋgo  
EO dɔɔ́ḱɔ, zóŋgo, bɪŕá 

bíri 
 

BA dɔɔ́kɔ, jóŋgo  
KL   
AP dɔɔḱɔ  
ID dɔǵʊ/dɔɔḱɔ, sãŋ́go  
OG dɔɔḱɔ, sãŋ́go  
GM dɔɔḱʊ, sãŋ́go  
EG   
WO   
FU jɔǵʊ  
AR dɔḱɔ, sãŋ́go  
OB dɔɔ́ǵɪ  
OT   
OE dɔɔ́ǵɪ  
ME dɔǵɪ  
KU kɪnã, zṹŋgo  
KB jóŋgo  
WT jṹŋgo  
ON jóŋgo/zóŋgo  
IK zṹŋgo  
EK ijóŋgo  
KO zóŋgo, sãŋ́go  
GB jóŋ↓gó  
OR olóko, ízógo  
AT zóŋgo  
BI zoŋgó, iru tá kɪńãá  
Notes   
 



524 

JUMP 
Defaka yéi J 286 
NK fuku/fuɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị dosí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗosí  

BL   
KI fukuú, ɗosí  
NE ɗosí  
AK ɗóhi  
BU désí  
OP désí  
OY desí  
ET desí  
EO désí  
BA désí  
KL   
AP désí  
ID desi  
OG desi  
GM desi  
EG   
WO   
FU desi  
AR desi  
OB desi  
OT   
OE desi  
ME desi  
KU desi  
KB desi  
WT desi  
ON desi  
IK desií  
EK desí  
KO desí  
GB desí  
OR ɗosi  
AT ɗesí  
BI desi  
Notes *ɗosi 1  
 



525 

KEEP WAKE (V.P.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị dí kuru  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗĩ ́kórú  

BL   
KI   
NE nõĩ koru  
AK nõĩ koru  
BU ɗẽĩ́ ́kórú  
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA dõ ́ĩ ́kórú  
KL   
AP dúĩ ́kórú  
ID (dʊw̃ɛɪ̃ ̃dẽĩ koru  
OG dẽĩ koru  
GM dẽĩ koru  
EG   
WO   
FU dẽĩ koru  
AR tɔmʊ ̃?  
OB dẽĩ koru  
OT   
OE dẽĩ ́kórú  
ME dẽĩ ́kórú  
KU dẽĩ́ ́kórú  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dẽĩ́ ́kórú  
KO dẽĩ́ ́kórú  
GB dẽĩ́ ́kórú  
OR ɗẽĩ́ ́kóri  
AT ɗẽĩ́ ́kórí  
BI ɔkʊkɪyɛɛ́, dẽĩ́ ́kórú  
Notes *ɗõ ́ĩ ́kori 2 2 night-watch 
 



526 

KEEP WATCH 
Defaka      
NK    kele ?  
BD      
Ịb anị kúrú  ɛbɪɪ,́   
Kalab arị kórú  ɛbɪ,   
BL      
KI      
NE koru lé¹   ¹spy on 
AK koru     
BU kórú     
OP      
OY  leé    
ET      
EO      
BA   díɣí¹  ¹=look at  
KL      
AP  léé díí¹  ¹=look at  
ID  lee    
OG  lee    
GM  lee    
EG      
WO      
FU  lee    
AR  lee    
OB  lee    
OT      
OE  lee    
ME korú¹ le²   ¹wait ²watch, guard 
KU  le    
KB      
WT      
ON      
IK      
EK   dií¹ kpálɪ ́ ¹=look at  
KO kóru¹ leé²  kpálɪ³́ ¹wait, watch ²keep an eye on, 

watch ³watch, spy on 
GB   dií¹  ¹=look at  
OR    túkóri  
AT kórí,    kpálɪ ́  
BI    dii 

wɔŕʊ ́
 

Notes *kori 2 
esp. ɗṍĩ kori 
keep wake 

*lèe (NA + IZ) 
Nupe lē see 
Ebira ré see 
PIgboid lḛ̃ look at 
BLR dòd look, look at, 
face towards 

   

 



527 

KEY 
Defaka   
NK táfi ?<Portuguese 
BD   
Ịb anị igbé fínjí-nyɛ ́ box-open-er 
Kalab a
rị 

sámbɪ <Portuguese 

BL   
KI sámbɪ <Portuguese 
NE a. sãmbɪ ́

b. igodó fĩndi-ye 
a. <Portuguese 
b. lock-open-er 

AK hámbi <Portuguese 
BU sámbɪ <Portuguese 
OP sámbi <Portuguese 
OY ɪsãmbɪ ́ <Portuguese 
ET egodo ɓaraá  
EO ɪsáfɪ ́ <Portuguese 
BA ɪsãf́ɪ/́ɪsáfɪ ́ <Portuguese 
KL   
AP ɪsãf́ɪ ́  
ID ɪsãf́ɪ, isáfɪ tɔbɔ  
OG ɪsáfɪ  
GM ɪsãf́ɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU isãf́ɪ  
AR ɪsãf́ɪ  
OB isɪáfɪ  
OT   
OE sɪáfɪ  
ME egodo  
KU egodo gbɪśa  
KB egodi gbɪsaá  
WT egodo gbɪsa  
ON egodo gbɪsa  
IK igodo gbɪsaá  
EK igodo gbɪsá  
KO igodo gbasá, 

sɛm̃bɪǵbásá 
 

GB igodo gbɪsá  
OR sãmbɪ tɔb́ɔʊ  
AT igodo ɓára  
BI igodo gbɪśáa  
Notes   
 



528 

KILL (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓáá J 336 
NK ɓáá   
BD   
Ịb anị ɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá  

BL   
KI ɓá  
NE ɓa  
AK ɓa  
BU ɓá  
OP bá  
OY baa  
ET ɓá  
EO báá  
BA bá  
KL   
AP bá  
ID baa  
OG baa  
GM ba  
EG   
WO   
FU baa  
AR ba  
OB baa  
OT   
OE baá  
ME baá  
KU bá  
KB bá  
WT baá  
ON bá  
IK ɓá  
EK báá  
KO báá  
GB bá  
OR ɓá  
AT ɓá  
BI ɓá  
Notes *ɓaa 2 **ɓaa 
 



529 

KING, VILLAGE HEAD 
Defaka ámã ́ɛtɛ ɓáɪ ́ J 198 
NK ámã ́yínã-́ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ámã ́nyánã-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ámã ́yánã/́dá-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ámã ́yánã-́ɓɔ ́  
NE amã yanã-ɓɔ/owei  
AK amã yanã/da-ɓɔ  
BU amã ́nãńã-́wéí  
OP amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
OY amã nãnã-wei  
ET amã ́nãńã ́ówei  
EO amã ́nãńã-́wéí  
BA amã ́nãńã-́wéí  
KL   
AP amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
ID pɛrɛ  
OG pɛrɛ amã zɪnã-wei  
GM pɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛrɛ  
AR pɛrɛ  
OB pɛrɛ  
OT   
OE pɛrɛ, amã ́ nãńã ́

ówéí, * 
 

ME pɛrɛ, amã ́ ókósú 
ówéí 

 

KU pɪrɛ  
KB amã ́nãńówéí, pɛrɛ  
WT amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
ON amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
IK amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
EK amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
KO amã ́nãńã/́dá ówéí  
GB amã ́nãńã ́ówéí  
OR ámã ́yɪńã ́ówei  
AT ámã ́yánã-́wéí, *  
BI pɪrɛ, ámã ́ sɪɓ́ɪ ́ da 

owei 
 

Notes *amã yanã ɓɔ/owei town-own-er/man 
 



530 

KITE 
Defaka   
NK ákpárãŋ́gbá, *  
BD   
Ịb anị ikulée  
Kalab a
rị 

ékulé  

BL   
KI íkú↓lé  
NE ekúlẽĩ  
AK ekúlẽĩ/ikúlẽĩ  
BU ikúlei  
OP okúlei  
OY okílei  
ET okúlei  
EO okílei  
BA okúléí  
KL   
AP okúleí  
ID ekileí/oluléí  
OG ekuléi/ekiléí, 

ogbóko 
 

GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ekuleí  
AR   
OB okúleí  
OT   
OE ókiléí  
ME ókileí  
KU avɪãẃéí  
KB avɪ ̃ẃéí, alɛĺɛɪ́ ́  
WT avãẃei  
ON okólei  
IK okúleí  
EK ofiõ owéí  
KO okúleí/ekúleí  
GB ofiõ owéi  
OR ékulé  
AT ékpékpée, = 

ágbáágbáa,* 
 

BI ékpeékpeé  
Notes *ekuleĩ ? 4  
 



531 

KNEE 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́ḿgbu teɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́sɪb́ɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́kʊ↓́kʊ ́  

BL   
KI bʊɔ́ ́ɪḱpʊḱʊ ́  
NE ɪkpʊkʊ/tɪɓɪ  
AK ĩmgbéle  
BU ĩmgbélé  
OP ĩmgbélé  
OY ĩmgbele  
ET ĩmgbélé  
EO ĩmgbélé  
BA ĩmgbélé  
KL   
AP ĩmgbélé  
ID egbele  
OG (bʊɔ) igbele  
GM igbele  
EG   
WO   
FU igbele  
AR (bʊɔ) igbele  
OB ĩmgbele  
OT   
OE ẽmgbélé  
ME ẽmgbélé  
KU ẽmgbílé  
KB bʊɔ́ ́émgbílé  
WT ẽmgbélé  
ON ẽmgbélé  
IK ĩmgbélé  
EK ẽmgbélé  
KO ĩmgbélé  
GB ĩmgbélé  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́íku  
AT bɔ ́tẽĩ́, ɓɔ íkpélékí  
BI íkónĩé́e  
Notes *ɓɪwɔ ɪkpʊkʊ 2 2 (EI) 

*ĩgbele (Ịzọn) 
leg joint 

 



532 

KNEEL (V.I.) 
NK a. pá↓ráãŋga 

b. ɓíɔ ́ ḿgbu teɓe 
pika 

J 274 

Ịb anị ɪkpɛrɛkɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kpɪrakɪ ́  

BL   
KI kpɛrɛkɪ ́  
NE íko  
AK ikóo  
BU ikó  
OP   
OY ukoí  
ET   
EO ukóí  
BA ikóí  
KL   
AP ukóí  
ID ikoí  
OG ikoí  
GM ikoi  
EG   
WO   
FU ukoí  
AR ikoí  
OB okoí  
OT   
OE okeí  
ME okoí  
KU okei/okuei  
KB okeí  
WT okoí  
ON   
IK   
EK ukoí  
KO ukoí  
GB okoí  
OR íkuo  
AT ókúṍ  
BI íkúé  
Notes *ikoi 5  
 



533 

KNIFE 
Defaka kíngí ɓɔm J 72 
NK kíŋgí  
BD   
Ịb anị kíŋgí  
Kalab a
rị 

kálá ogie  

BL   
KI kíŋgí  
NE ɔgɪɛ,́ ɓurú pu-wei/fɪ-

wei 
 

P-Ịzọn ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AK ɔgíɔ, ɓuru pú-woi  
BU ɛdɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ ɔgɪɛ́ ̃ ́  
OP adɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ ɔgíɛ̃ ́  
OY adɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET agiɛ̃ ́  
EO ɛdɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
BA ɛdɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɛdɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃  
OG biri bíye, buru pú 

ye 
 

GM ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃  
AR ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃  
OB ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE adɛɪ̃ ̃  
ME adɛɪ̃ ̃  
KU adɛɪ̃ ̃  
KB adɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT adɛɪ̃ ̃  
ON adɛĩ  
IK adɛɪ̃ ̃,́ agiɛ̃ ́  
EK ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KO ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB ɛdɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR ɛɗɛ  
AT siɓi-yée  
BI agarɪ ́  
Notes   
 



534 

KNOW (V.T.) 
Defaka jírímã J 295 
NK jírí  
BD   
Ịb anị nĩḿĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nĩḿĩ ́  

BL   
KI nẽḿĩ ́  
NE nĩmĩ  
AK nẽmĩ  
BU nĩḿĩ ́  
OP nĩḿĩ ́  
OY nĩmĩ  
ET nĩḿĩ ́  
EO nĩḿĩ ́  
BA nĩḿĩ ́  
KL   
AP nĩḿĩ ́  
ID nẽmĩ/ nĩmĩ  
OG nĩmĩ  
GM nĩmĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU nĩmĩ  
AR nĩmĩ  
OB nẽmĩ  
OT   
OE nemĩ ́  
ME nemĩ ́  
KU nĩḿĩ ́  
KB nẽḿĩ ́  
WT nimĩ ́  
ON nṹmṹ  
IK nĩḿĩ ́  
EK nĩḿĩ ́  
KO nĩḿĩ ́  
GB nĩḿĩ ́  
OR nṹmṹ  
AT nṹmṹ  
BI nṹú  
Notes *nẽmĩ 2  
 



535 

KNOW HOW TO (V.AUX.) 
Defaka   
NK (íyé ɓára) jiri ?  
BD   
Ịb anị nĩḿĩ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗĩ/́ɗɪ ̃/́dɪ,́ ɗɪɪ̃ ̃ ́?  

BL   
KI ɗɪ ́?  
NE ɗɪ ́  
AK ɗɛɛ́  
BU ɗɪ ́  
OP dɛ ́  
OY dɪ ́  
ET ɗɛ ́  
EO dɪ ́  
BA dɪ ́  
KL   
AP dɪ ́  
ID dɪ  
OG dɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dɪ  
AR dɪ  
OB dɪ  
OT   
OE dɪ, mɪɛ̃ dɪ ́  
ME dɪɪ ́  
KU dɪ ́  
KB dɪ ́  
WT dɪ ́?  
ON dɛ ́  
IK ɗɛ ́  
EK dɪɪ ́  
KO dɪ ́  
GB dɪɪ ́  
OR ɗɪ ́  
AT ɗɪ ́  
BI dɪ ́  
Notes *ɗɪ 2  
 



536 

KOLA NUT 
Defaka kúmbé J 50 
NK lá↓bʊ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị dápó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗápó/ɗáɓó/ɗáwó  

BL   
KI ɪɗ́ápó  
NE ɗaɓo  
AK ɗaɓure  
BU ɗáɓúó  
OP dábíyó  
OY dabou  
ET ɗáɓíyó, ɗáɓúó  
EO dábíyé  
BA dábíyé  
KL   
AP dábíyé  
ID dabo/dabiyo  
OG dabou  
GM dabiyo  
EG   
WO   
FU dabiyou  
AR dabiyo  
OB dabou  
OT   
OE dabóú  
ME dabóú  
KU dábóú  
KB dábóú  
WT dabóú  
ON dábóú  
IK ɗáɓóú, akãã ́  
EK dábóú  
KO dábóú  
GB dábóú  
OR ɗáɓʊ ́  
AT óɗóɓó  
BI dúɓó  
Notes *iɗɜpiyo ? 2  
 



537 

LADDER 
Defaka   
NK abenẽ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tãndɪ-nyé  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛb́ɛ ́tɔńjíé/tánjɪ-́yé  

BL   
KI ékpé↓kpá  
NE tãndɪ-́ye  
AK tíyɛ tãndi-yée  
BU ibébé  
OP obébé  
OY ebebé  
ET ebebeé  
EO obébé  
BA obébé  
KL   
AP obébé, ɛgʊĺɛ ́  
ID obebe  
OG obebe  
GM obebe, ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́ igou-

ye 
 

EG   
WO   
FU obebé  
AR obebé  
OB obebe  
OT   
OE obobo  
ME obobo/obebe  
KU obubo  
KB obuboó  
WT obobo  
ON obobo  
IK obobó  
EK obobó  
KO obébe/obóbo  
GB obobó  
OR obubẽĩ́  
AT ebebé  
BI obobo, ebebé  
Notes   
 



538 

LADLE 
Defaka   
NK fúlɔ ́pãŋ́ga  
BD   
Ịb anị éku  
Kalab a
rị 

ékú  

BL   
KI yé cʊɔ́ ́ɪ ̃ŋ́gájɪ ́  
NE ɔɓʊgɔ ́ɓara, ĩḿgbi  
AK ikpáhu  
BU ɔkpásʊ,́ akókó  
OP ɔkpású ?  
OY ʊkpasʊ ́  
ET ukpasú  
EO ʊkpásʊ ́  
BA ʊkpásʊ ́  
KL   
AP ʊkpásʊ ́  
ID ɔkpázʊ/́ɪkpásʊ ́  
OG ʊkpásʊ/ɪkpásʊ ́  
GM ukpasʊ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ukpasʊ ́  
AR ʊkpasʊ ́  
OB ukpásʊ ́  
OT   
OE ɔkpasʊ  
ME ɔkpasʊ  
KU ʊkpasɪ  
KB ɔkpasɪɪ ́  
WT ʊkpasʊʊ ́  
ON ukpasu  
IK ukpasú  
EK ʊkpasʊ ́  
KO ʊkpasʊ ́  
GB ʊkpasʊ ́  
OR ígbi  
AT ɔkpɔsɪ ́  
BI ɔkpɔsɪ,́ egeji, *  
Notes   
 



539 

LAKE 
Defaka    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị dápá   
Kalab arị ɗáɓá/ɗáwá   
BL    
KI ɗápá   
NE ɗaɓa, ĩndí ɗaɓa   
AK ɗaɓa   
BU ɗáɓá ɗʊńɔ̃ ́  
OP  dínɛ̃ ́  
OY daba   
ET  ɗínɔ̃ ́  
EO dábá   
BA dábá   
KL    
AP  dɪńɔ̃ ́  
ID  dʊnɔ  
OG  bou dʊńɔʊ̃ ̃ ɔbʊɣʊ 
GM   ɔgɔdɔ 
EG    
WO    
FU  dɪnɔ  
AR  bou dɪńɔ, 

dɪnɔ 
ɔgɔdɔ 

OB  dʊnɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT    
OE  dʊnɔ̃ ́  
ME  dʊnɔ̃ ́ tɔrʊ ́
KU  dʊńɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
KB  dʊńɔ̃ ́  
WT  dʊnɔ̃ ́  
ON  dúnɔ̃ ́  
IK  dúnɔ̃ ́  
EK  dɪńɔ̃ʊ́̃/́dʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO  dʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB  dʊńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OR  ɗɛńɛ̃ ́  
AT  ɗʊńɔ̃ ́  
BI  zʊńɔ̃ ́  
Notes * ɗápa 2 lake (EI), swamp (WI) 

Nupe lebú rain puddles ? 
CD Agholo  ɔ-làb swamp 
Ekoid F á-yíb water 
BLR diba LL 1025 pool, pond; deep water; well 

  

 



540 

LAME, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓíó fi  
BD   
Ịb anị íkúlá/íkúlé  
Kalab a
rị 

ékélí/íkélí  

BL   
KI íkélú  
NE ekeli  
AK ikeli/ikule  
BU ikúlé  
OP okúlé  
OY ukule  
ET okírí  
EO ukúlé  
BA ukúlá  
KL   
AP ukúlé  
ID ikule  
OG ikule  
GM ikule  
EG   
WO   
FU ukule  
AR ukúla  
OB ɔkúlé  
OT   
OE okílé  
ME okílé  
KU okílé, ɛgá  
KB okúlé  
WT ɛgá, okílé  
ON ekúlé  
IK okúlé  
EK ukúlé  
KO ukúlé/ukúlá, ɪgá  
GB okírí  
OR íkúlá, pʊĺá  
AT ókúló  
BI íkúlá  
Notes *ikulɜ ? 2  
 



541 

LAMP 
Defaka   
NK tɔñdie  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔñdɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔnjɔ,́ tɔnjɪ-yé  

BL   
KI tonjɪɪ ́?  
NE tʊkpá  
AK túkpa  
BU tʊḱpá  
OP túkpá  
OY tʊkpá  
ET tʊkpaá  
EO tʊḱpá  
BA tʊḱpá  
KL   
AP tʊḱpá  
ID tʊkpa  
OG tʊkpa  
GM tʊkpa  
EG   
WO   
FU tʊkpa  
AR ɔtʊkpa  
OB tʊkpa  
OT   
OE tʊkpa  
ME tʊkpa  
KU tʊkpa  
KB tukpaá ?  
WT tɪkpa  
ON tʊkpa  
IK tʊkpaá  
EK tʊkpá  
KO tʊkpá  
GB tʊkpá  
OR tɔñdɪ  
AT ɪtʊkpa  
BI itukpa  
Notes   
 



542 

LAND (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kóró  
BD   
Ịb anị kóró  
Kalab a
rị 

kúró  

BL   
KI   
NE koro  
AK igbe  
BU igbé  
OP   
OY igbé  
ET   
EO igbé  
BA igbé  
KL   
AP igbé  
ID igbe  
OG igbe  
GM igbe  
EG   
WO   
FU igbe  
AR igbe  
OB egbei  
OT   
OE egbé  
ME egbé  
KU egbé  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK igbé  
KO igbé, agbá  
GB egbé  
OR ágba  
AT vɪã̃  
BI tá  
Notes   
 



543 

LANGUAGE 
Defaka   
NK ídó-ɓée  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛǵɛŕɛ ́ɓɪṕɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ámã ́ɓɪɓ́ɪ,́ ɛḱwɛ̃ ́ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́  

BL   
KI ámã ́ɓɪṕɪ,́ ɔḱwɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ɓɪṕɪ ́  
NE amã ɓɪɓɪ  
AK ɓɛbɛ, di amã ɓɛɓ́ɛ ?  
BU amã ́ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́  
OP amã ́bɛb́ɛ ́  
OY amã bɪbɪ  
ET amã ́ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EO amã ́bɪb́ɪ ́  
BA amã ́bɪb́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP amã/́fíé bɪb́ɪ ́  
ID bɛɣɛlɪ, amã bɪbɪ  
OG bɔɣɔlɪ  
GM amã bɪbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU fie p ɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
AR bɛɣɛlɪ  
OB fie bɛɛlɪ/pɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE bɛɛlɪ  
ME p ɔ,̃ bɛlɪ  
KU bɛlɪ ?  
KB bɛlɛɛ ́  
WT bɛlɛ  
ON ɛrɛ p ɔ,̃ bɛli ?  
IK pɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK bɛɛlɪ ́  
KO bɛɛlɪ ́  
GB bɛɛlɪɪ ́  
OR ámã-́ɓɪ ́ɓɔkɔlʊ  
AT ámã ́ɓɛĺɛ, ɓɛĺɛ,́ kírí  
BI ámã ́bɪĺɛɛ́  
Notes   
 



544 

LAUGH (V.I.) 
Defaka kɛt́ɛ ́ J 300 
NK deri  
BD   
Ịb anị dɛrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗɛrɪ  

BL   
KI ɗɛrɪ ́  
NE ɗɛrɪ ́  
AK ɗɛŕɪ  
BU ɗɛŕɪ ́  
OP dɛŕí  
OY dɛrɪ ́  
ET ɗɛrí  
EO dɛŕɪ ́  
BA dɛŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP dɛŕɪ ́  
ID dɛrɪ  
OG dɛrɪ  
GM dɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɛrɪ  
AR dɛrɪ  
OB dɛrɪ  
OT   
OE dɛrɪ  
ME dɛrɪ  
KU dɛrɪ  
KB dɛrɪɪ ́  
WT dɛrɪ  
ON dɛri  
IK ɗɛrí  
EK dɛrɪ ́  
KO dɛrɪ ́  
GB dɛrɪ ́  
OR ɗɛrɪ  
AT ɗɛrɪ  
BI dɛrɪ  
Notes *ɗɛrɪ 1  
 



545 

LAW 
Defaka   
NK ólóɣó  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóɣó/ólóó  
Kalab a
rị 

ólókó  

BL   
KI ólókó  
NE ologo  
AK ologo  
BU olóɣó  
OP olóɣó  
OY oloo, oloɣo  
ET olóó  
EO olóɣó  
BA olóɣó  
KL   
AP olóɣó  
ID oloɣo/ologo  
OG oloɣo/oloko  
GM oloɣo  
EG   
WO   
FU oloo  
AR oloɣo  
OB oloo  
OT   
OE olóó  
ME olóó  
KU olúkó  
KB olókó  
WT olókó  
ON olóó  
IK olókó  
EK olókó  
KO olókó  
GB olókó  
OR óléí  
AT ólókó  
BI ólókó  
Notes *oloko 2  
 



546 

LAY (EGGS) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kóro-mã  
BD   
Ịb anị kóró-mãá/kóró-↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kúró-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI koro-mã ́?  
NE koro-mɔ̃,́ ãŋgá koro-

mɔ 
 

AK koro-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY koro-mɔ  
ET   
EO koro-mɔ  
BA ɛŋ̃gɛ ́kóró-mɔ  
KL   
AP (ɛŋ̃gɛ)́ kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
ID koro-mɔ  
OG koro-mɔ  
GM koro-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU koro-mɔ  
AR koro-mɔ  
OB koro-mɔ  
OT   
OE koró-mɔ  
ME pou, koró-mɔ  
KU kúró-mʊ ̃  
KB (ãŋga) poú, kóró-

mʊ̃ ́
 

WT ãŋga koro-mɔ/pou  
ON   
IK ãŋga koro-mɔ̃,́ kóró-

mɔ 
 

EK kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
KO kóró-mɔ̃,́ ãŋga koro-

mɔ 
 

GB kóró-mɔ  
OR (ɛyɛn) kóro-mɔ  
AT kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
BI kúró-mʊ̃ ́  
Notes *koro-mã causative of fall 
 



547 

LAZY, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK íyɔ̃ ́nãńi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ ̃ýɔ ́faá  
Kalab a
rị 

óɓó↓kʊ,́ ɛgʊɛ, pisí  

BL   
KI ɪýɔ̃ ́ófórí  
NE odú ikú, ye nɛŋ̃gɪ ́  
AK odu ikúu/póu  
BU iyé ɓólóú-ɣɛ fá, *  
OP   
OY ãŋgɔ ukú  
ET   
EO ozúkú ?  
BA ozúkú  
KL   
AP ozú ókú, súú  
ID suu  
OG suu  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU suu  
AR ɔlɪ  
OB suu  
OT   
OE suú  
ME suú  
KU sú ?  
KB sú ?  
WT suú  
ON   
IK   
EK súú  
KO súú, emerẽmũṹ  
GB súú  
OR ɔgbɛ  
AT ɪgʊrɛ̃ɛ̃ ̃́   
BI INgʊrʊ  
Notes   
 



548 

LEAF 
Defaka jírí ápá J 57 
NK jírí páɣara - ápa  
BD   
Ịb anị áy ̰ɪ ̃ýã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪý ̰ɪ ̃ýã ́  

BL   
KI ɪýãýã ́  
NE tɪ ̃ɓeri, ɗiri ɓeri  
AK tɛ ̃ɓeri  
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓérí  
OP tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́bérí  
OY tɪ ̃pomũ  
ET tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́pómṹ  
EO tɪ ̃ ́bérí  
BA tɪ ̃ ́bérí  
KL   
AP tɪ ̃ ́pómṹ  
ID fũ beri  
OG fũ beri  
GM fũ beri  
EG   
WO   
FU dĩ-beri  
AR tɛ ̃beri  
OB fũ beri  
OT   
OE fuṹ/tɪɪ̃ ̃ ́pómṹ  
ME pomũ  
KU túó pómṹ  
KB tɪ ̃ ́pómṹ  
WT tɪ ̃ ́pómṹ  
ON pomũ, tɛ̃ ́pómṹ  
IK pomũṹ  
EK pomũṹ  
KO tɪ ̃/́túɔ ́pómṹ/bérí  
GB fṹ pómṹ  
OR tɪɪ́ ́ɓéri  
AT fṹ ɓéri  
BI fṹ ɓéríi/ɓérí-yée  
Notes *tɪ ̃ɓeri 2 1 tree-ear 
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LEAK (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK firi  
BD   
Ịb anị firí  
Kalab a
rị 

firí  

BL   
KI firí  
NE ifíri  
AK ihíri  
BU fírí  
OP   
OY ifiríi ?  
ET   
EO ifírí  
BA ifírí  
KL   
AP ifírí  
ID ifirí  
OG ifirí  
GM ifiri  
EG   
WO   
FU ifirí  
AR ifiri  
OB ifiríí  
OT   
OE efirí  
ME efiri  
KU efiri  
KB efirí  
WT efirí  
ON   
IK   
EK firí  
KO firí  
GB firí  
OR firi  
AT firí  
BI tolú, firí  
Notes ifiri 1?  
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LEARN (V.T.) 
Defaka dɪd́ɛ̰ĩ́ J 299 
NK daɓa  
BD   
Ịb anị dawɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗawɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗawɔɔ ́  
NE ɗáwɔɪ  
AK ɗáwɔɪ  
BU ɗáwáɪ ́  
OP dáwáɪ ́  
OY dawáɪ  
ET ɗawaɪ ́  
EO dáwáɪ  
BA dáwɔɪ́  
KL   
AP dáwáɪ ́  
ID tolu-mɔ  
OG tolu-mɔ  
GM tolu-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU idawaɪ ́  
AR idawáɪ  
OB dawáɪ ́  
OT   
OE tolú-mɔ  
ME dawaɪ, tolú-mɔ  
KU tólú-mɔ  
KB dʊwaɪ,́ tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
WT dawaɪ, tolú-mɔ ̃

dawaɪ 
 

ON dawaɪ ́  
IK ɗawaɪ ́  
EK dawaɪ ́  
KO dawaɪ ́  
GB dawaɪ,́ tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
OR tóli-mɔ  
AT áɗá↓á, tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
BI daa  
Notes *ɗaɓaɪ 5  
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LEECH 
Defaka   
NK ítú ↓mĩńĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ã↓́wʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

á↓wɔń  

BL   
KI   
NE ɛw̃́ɛ ̃  
AK ɛwɛɛ̃ ̃́   
BU ɔlɔĺɔɪ  
OP akúlɛ, alɛĺɛu  
OY akʊlá, alɔĺɔɪ  
ET   
EO (akʊlá, ɔlɔlɔɪ́ ̃  
BA akʊĺá  
KL   
AP akʊĺá  
ID akʊlá  
OG akʊĺa  
GM akʊlá  
EG   
WO   
FU akʊlá  
AR akʊĺa  
OB akʊla  
OT   
OE akʊĺa, awɪ ̃ ́  
ME akʊĺa, awɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK akʊĺá  
KO akʊĺa  
GB akʊ↓́lá  
OR ɛsʊrɪ  
AT ikpú↓lú  
BI asʊrʊ  
Notes   
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LEFT(-HAND) 
Defaka kɔ̃ńdɔ ́ɓa J 254 
NK kɔ̃ńdɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛŕɛ/́kɔńjɔ ́(ɓá↓rá)  
Kalab a
rị 

éré/kɔ̃ńdɔ ́(ɓá↓rá)  

BL   
KI kɔ̃ńdɔ,́ éré (ɓára)  
NE kɔñdɔ, ere (ɓara)  
AK kɔñdɔ  
BU kɔńɔ̃ ́  
OP kɔńɔ̃ ́  
OY kɔnɔ̃/́kɔnɔ  
ET kɔńɔ̃ ́  
EO kɔńɔ̃ ́  
BA kɔńɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kɔńɔ̃ ́  
ID kɔnɔ  
OG kɔnɔ  
GM kɔnɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔnɔ  
AR kɔnɔ  
OB kɔnɔ  
OT   
OE kɔnɔ̃ ́  
ME kɔnɔ̃ ́  
KU kʊńɔ̃ ́  
KB kʊńɔ̃ ́  
WT kɔnɔ̃ ́  
ON kɔńɔ̃ ́  
IK kɔńɔ̃ ́  
EK kɔńɔ̃ ́  
KO kɔńɔ̃ ́ (bárá), eré 

ãŋ́gá 
 

GB kɔńɔ̃ ́  
OR kɔńɔ̃ ́  
AT kɔńɔ̃ ́  
BI kʊńɔ̃ ́  
Notes *kɔd̃ɔ  
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LEG/FOOT 
Defaka pára J 23 leg 
NK ɓíɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́,́ ɛĺɛḱɛ ́  
NE ɓʊɔ  
AK ilege, ɓuwɔ  
BU ɓʊɔ́,́ iléɣé  
OP búwɔ,́ iléɣé  
OY eleɣe, bʊwɔ  
ET ɓúɔ ́  
EO bʊẃɔ,́ eléɣé  
BA bʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP eléɣé, bʊɔ́ ́  
ID bʊwɔ  
OG bʊɔ  
GM bʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊwɔ  
AR bʊɔ  
OB bʊɔ  
OT   
OE bʊɔ ́  
ME bʊɔ ́  
KU bʊɔ́ ́  
KB bʊɔ́ ́  
WT bʊɔ ́  
ON búɔ ́  
IK ɓúɔ ́  
EK bʊɔ́ ́  
KO bʊɔ́ ́  
GB bʊɔ́ ́  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́  
AT ɓɔ ́  
BI bɔ ́  
Notes *ɓɪwɔ 2  
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Leopard, Panthera pardus 
Defaka   toto J 154 
NK   kúru  
BD     
Ịb anị  sɪŕɪ   
Kalab arị  sɪŕɪ   
BL     
KI  cɪ↓́rɪ ́   
NE   kʊrɔ ́nãmã  ‘strong animal’ 
AK   kurɔ nãḿã  
BU kɔńɔ̃-́wéí   ‘left hand-man’ 
OP kɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
OY kɔnɔ-wei    
ET kɔńówéí    
EO kɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
BA kɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
KL     
AP kɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
ID ɔkɔnɔ-wei    
OG ɔkɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
GM ɔkɔńɔ-wei    
EG     
WO     
FU kɔnɔ-wei  bou séí  
AR     
OB kɔnɔ-wei    
OT     
OE kɔnɔ̃-́wéí    
ME kɔnɔ̃-́wéí    
KU   obórí kɛŕɪ ́ówéí ‘strong-hand-one’ 
KB kɔnówéí    
WT kɔnówéí    
ON kónówéí    
IK kɔńɔ̃-́wéí    
EK   ɛdʊlɛ ́  
KO kɔńɔ̃ ́ówéí  ɛdʊlɛ/́ɔdɪlɛ ́  
GB kɔńɔ̃-́wéí ?    
OR   ágʊ ́ <Igboid 
AT   ezébalɪ  
BI   bɪŕá kʊrɔ owéi ‘strong-hand-one’ 
     

 
Notes: the name of the leopard is is often replaced by epithets that is hard to determine what the proto-Ịjọ 
might have been. The *sɪŕɪ forms in Western Ịjọ do not seem to be borrowed and this could be the 
remaining trace of the original form. The *ɛdʊlɛ ́forms are more common than at first appears as they often 
co-occur with *kɔńɔ̃ ́ówéí. The ɛdU- element usually means ‘genet’, so the –lɛ ́us apparently a suffix. 
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LICK (SOUP) 
Defaka dʊ̰ɔ́ ̰ ́ J 265 
NK (tá↓ɓá)  
BD   
Ịb anị tá↓ɓá  
Kalab a
rị 

siĩ,́ tá↓ɓá  

BL   
KI ɓú, tá↓ɓá  
NE ɓɛlɪ,́ taɓá  
AK táɓa  
BU táɓá  
OP tábá  
OY taba  
ET táɓá  
EO tábá  
BA tábá  
KL   
AP tábá  
ID taba  
OG taba  
GM taba ?  
EG   
WO   
FU taba  
AR taba  
OB taba  
OT   
OE mɛlɪ,́ tabá, gbulú  
ME mɛlɪ, tabá  
KU tɪb́á  
KB tɪb́á  
WT tabá  
ON tábá  
IK táɓá  
EK tábá, mɛlɪ ́  
KO tábá  
GB tábá  
OR táɓa!  
AT táɓá, kpɔĺɔ ́  
BI tɪɓ́á  
Notes *taɓa 3  
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LIE (N.) 
Defaka kʊtalá J 135 
NK ófóró  
BD   
Ịb anị epele, irúó nyɛ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

írúó yé, író  

BL   
KI írúó yé  
NE ɔsɔɓʊ, paɪ (yé)  
AK ari  
BU ɪbálɪ ́  
OP ikpé  
OY ikpe  
ET ekpé  
EO árí  
BA árí  
KL   
AP érí, wáyó, ikpé  
ID bɔlɔ-yaɪ, bɔlɔ 

(egberĩ̃ 
 

OG bɔlɔ egberi  
GM ari  
EG   
WO   
FU ari-ye  
AR ari  
OB bʊlɔʊ  
OT   
OE ekpé (égbérí)  
ME ekpé  
KU ekpé  
KB ekpé  
WT ekpé  
ON ekpé  
IK ekpé  
EK ikpé  
KO ikpé, oló  
GB ikpé  
OR ɜti  
AT óló  
BI óló  
Notes   
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LIE DOWN (V.I.) 
Defaka ibi J 275 =sleep 
NK mṹ↓nɔ̃,́ nyanã ɓíɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊlɔlɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɔlɔlɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɔlɔlɔɔ ́  
NE koro sʊʊ́ ̃  
AK (korõ hɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
BU kóró sɪɛ́ ̃,́ (kóró) sʊ̃ ́  
OP kóró síy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OY koro sɔɪ ̃  
ET kóró  
EO kóró sʊ̃ ́  
BA kóró sʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kóró  
ID koro (bʊnʊ,̃ sʊʊ̃ ́  
OG koro bʊnʊ ̃  
GM koro bʊnʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU koro bʊnʊ ̃  
AR koro bʊnʊ ̃  
OB sʊʊ̃ ́  
OT   
OE koró (bʊńʊ̃)́, sʊɪ ̃ ́  
ME koró bʊńʊ̃ ́  
KU sʊɛɪ̃ ̃  
KB kóró bʊńʊ̃ ́  
WT koró bʊńʊ̃ ́  
ON kóró bɔńɔ̃ ́?  
IK sɛsɛrɛɛ,́ kóró bɔńɔ̃ ́  
EK kóró bʊńʊ̃ ́  
KO kóró sʊɪɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB sʊɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR sɛrɛɛ́, sɛrɛ ́túu!  
AT ɓonõ  
BI mṹnṹ sṹ  
Notes *ɓɔlɔlɔ 5 (KaKiBa) 

*koro sʊʊ̃ ̃22 (NA) 
*koro ɓʊnʊ ̃

 
 
fall stretch 
 
fall sleep 
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LIFE 
Defaka   
NK dunɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị dú↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗú↓mó  

BL   
KI ɗú↓mó  
NE numó  
AK nṹmɔ  
BU ɪndʊ ́  
OP undɔ ́  
OY ʊndʊ ́  
ET undɔ ́  
EO ʊndʊ ́  
BA nṹmó, ʊndʊ ́  
KL   
AP ʊndʊ ́  
ID ɪndʊ/undʊ, ayé  
OG ayé  
GM udʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊdʊ  
AR ʊdʊ  
OB ʊndʊ  
OT   
OE eyẽrĩ̃, akpo  
ME ɔñdʊ ́  
KU ɔñdʊ ́  
KB ɛndʊ ́  
WT ɛndʊ ́  
ON undɔ ́  
IK ɔñdɔ ́  
EK ʊndʊ ́  
KO ʊndʊ ́  
GB ʊndʊ ́  
OR ɛd́ʊ  
AT ɔẃáa, ɪńdʊ ́  
BI ɪńdʊʊ́  
Notes   
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LIFT: TAKE UP (V.T.) 
NK séke-mã/séɣe-mã  
Ịb anị sá↓ɣɪ/́sá↓ɪ:́ sá↓ɣɪ/́sá↓ɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sá↓kɪ:́ sá↓kɪ ́  

BL   
KI dé↓kí cɪɛ́-́mã:dé↓kí cɪɛ́-́mã  
NE sogio-mɔ̃:́ kɔ̃ ́sogio-mɔ̃ ́  
AK hogio-mɔ̃ɔ́: kɔrɪ iwo-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU sérí-mɔ̃:́ kɔ̃ ́akɪ ́  
OP sérí-mɔ̃:́ kɔŕɪ ́seri-mɔ  
OY seri-mɔ̃ ́  
ET sérí-mɔ: sérí áwóú-mɔ  
EO sórí-mɔ̃:́ kɔ/́kɔ̃ ́sori-mɔ  
BA sórí-mɔ̃:́ kɔɔ́̃ ́sori-mɔ  
KL   
AP sórí-mɔ̃:́ sórí-mɔ̃ ́  
ID seri-mɔ: seri-mɔ  
OG sori-mɔ̃/́soru-mɔ  
GM sori-mɔ: sori-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU seri-mɔ  
AR sori-mɔ  
OB seri-mɔ  
OT   
OE serí-mɔ: serí-mɔ  
ME serí-mɔ: serí-mɔ  
KU sérí-mɔ: sérí  
KB sérí-mʊ̃/́-mɔ: sérí-mɔ̃ ́  
WT serí-mɔ: serí-mɔ  
ON sérí-mɔ: kɔri sérí-mɔ/*  
IK sérí-mɔ: sérí akɛ ́  
EK sérí-mɔ  
KO sérí-mɔ̃:́ sérí-mɔ̃ ́  
GB sérí-mɔ̃:́ sérí-mɔ̃ ́  
OR párá íwou-mɔ: íwou-mɔ  
AT kosóri: soru n-ákɪɪ́, *  
BI (kɔrɔ ̃sórú: só n-ácɪ,́ *  
Notes   
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LIGHT (N.) 
Defaka   
NK pí↓nã ́yeri  
BD   
Ịb anị baá  
Kalab a
rị 

béle  

BL   
KI énẽ ́kúɓu  
NE   
AK bãrã̃  
BU gãã́,́ zéé  
OP gã ́?  
OY gãã  
ET gãã ́  
EO gãã́ ́  
BA gãã́ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔ ́yɛŕɪ-́yɔ ́  
ID gãã  
OG erẽ̃ĩ  
GM gãã  
EG   
WO   
FU gãã  
AR gãã  
OB gãã  
OT   
OE gãã  
ME gãã  
KU gãã  
KB gãã́  
WT gãã́  
ON gãã  
IK gãã ́  
EK gãã ́  
KO gãã ́  
GB gãã ́  
OR énẽĩ́ ́  
AT gãã  
BI ɔẃáárɪ,́ énẽé  
Notes   
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LIGHT (NOT HEAVY) 
Defaka fɛŕɛf́ɛŕɛ ́ S 
NK fáɣá-fáɣá  
BD   
Ịb anị baá  
Kalab a
rị 

féké-féké  

BL   
KI sárá-sárá  
NE ifere, 

péŋgenẽé/pɛŋ́gɛnɛ̃ɛ́ 
 

AK ihéré, iheke, ikú-gáa  
BU ifĩŋ́ĩ ́  
OP ifẽŋ́éí  
OY fɛɛnɛɛ ́  
ET ɪfɪńɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EO fɛ̃ŋ́ɛńɛ̃ ́  
BA fẽŋ́énẽ ́  
KL   
AP fɪ ̃ɪ́ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
ID fẽŋe-fẽŋe  
OG fɪŋ̃ɪ-̃fɪŋ̃ɪ ̃  
GM fɛŋ̃ɛ-fɛŋ̃ɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɛŋ̃ɛ-fɛŋ̃ɛ  
AR fɛɛ,̃ fɛŋ̃ɛɛ́  
OB fɪɪ-fɪɪ  
OT   
OE fefé  
ME feéfé  
KU fɛɛ̃ ̃́   
KB fɪɪ́ ̃  
WT fɪɪ́ ̃  
ON fofoyíĩ  
IK fefenẽé, efẽŋ́ẽĩ́ ́  
EK fɛfɛnɛɛ  
KO fɛfɛnɛɛ/́fefeneé, fɛɛ̃ ̃́   
GB fɛ↓́ɛ̃ ́  
OR fékéréké  
AT ókú-wá  
BI fíré-fíré  
Notes   
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LIGHT(V.T.) :BE LIGHTED (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK faɣáfáɣá cf. LIGHT (NOT 

HEAVY)! 
BD   
Ịb anị tɔnjɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔnjɪ  

BL   
KI tɔnjɪ ́  
NE tɔñdɪ ́  
AK tɔ̃ńdi  
BU tɔńɪ ̃ ́  
OP tɔńĩ ́  
OY seri  
ET tɔnĩ ́  
EO sórí  
BA sórí  
KL   
AP sórí  
ID sori  
OG sori  
GM sori  
EG   
WO   
FU sori  
AR sori  
OB seri  
OT   
OE tɔnɪ  
ME tɔnɪ  
KU tʊá́, tanɪ  
KB tʊá́  
WT tɔnɪ  
ON tɔni  
IK tɔnĩ ́  
EK tɔnɪ ̃:́ tɔnɪ ̃ ́  
KO tɔnɪ ̃/́tanɪ ̃:́tɔnɪ-ɪ ́  
GB tɔnɪ ̃ ́  
OR tɔnɪ  
AT tɔnɪ  
BI tɔnʊ ̃  
Notes *tɔd̃ɪ/tãdɪ 1  
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LIGHTNING 
Defaka   
NK orusée finĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị so alágba  
Kalab a
rị 

so ɓálá pʊ,́ *  

BL   
KI ánã↓́nã ́  
NE suó fɪnɪ, ɓɛlɪ,́ ɔgɔńɔ-

ye 
 

AK ɔgɔńɔ ̃tɔru-ye  
BU súó fɪnɪ  
OP osúwó ↓fɛńɛ̃ ́  
OY suwó fɪnɪ  
ET osuo fɛnɛ̃ ́  
EO súó fɪńɪ, (irĩ̃ tuũ  
BA súó fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP súó fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID melu  
OG (ɔgɔnɔ ̃melu  
GM ɔgɔnɔ ̃meli-mɪñɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔnɔ ̃melú  
AR melu  
OB melu  
OT   
OE osuwo fɛnɪ/fɪnɪ  
ME osuo feni  
KU osuo biou  
KB fámʊ-̃yɛɛ ́  
WT erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔrɔ finĩ ́  
ON osuo fɛnɛ  
IK osuo fɛnɛ̃ ́  
EK osuo fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
KO osuo fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
GB ɔgɔnɔ ̃famʊ-̃yé  
OR yiɓa agbala  
AT gbáɪ ̃b́ururu  
BI ámã ́tɔŕʊ ́pɛńɪ ̃-́yɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
Notes   
 



564 

LIKE (V.T.) 
Defaka ɔmɪɔ̃ ̃ J 316 
NK (ɓɛĺɛ-́mã)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊ ́ɓɛ↓́lɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛlɛ-mã ́  
NE ɓʊ ɓɛlɛ  
AK ɓie ɓɛĺɛ-mɔ  
BU dɪśɛ ́  
OP dɪśɛ ́  
OY dɪsɛ  
ET   
EO dɪśɛ ́  
BA dɪśɛ ́  
KL   
AP dɪśɛ ́  
ID dɪsɛ  
OG dɪsɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dɪsɛ  
AR dɪsɛ  
OB dɪsɛ  
OT   
OE dɪsɛ ́  
ME dɪsɛ ́  
KU dɪśɛ ́  
KB dɪśɛ ́  
WT dɪsɛ ́  
ON   
IK dɪśɛ ́  
EK dɪśɛ ́  
KO dɪśɛ ́  
GB dɪśɛ ́  
OR tarɪ  
AT ɗɪśɛ ́  
BI dɪśɪ ́  
Notes   
 



565 

LIME 
Defaka   
NK fífírí ólolón da  
BD   
Ịb anị kálá ɛĺɛlɛńdɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

olóminĩ ́  

BL   
KI oló mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
NE ídu kúmũ/ɗiri  
AK idí diri  
BU igé  
OP ɔgɔ ́  
OY kalá ɔgʊ  
ET agɔɔ ́  
EO ɔgʊ ́  
BA kálá ɔgʊ, ɔgʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kálá lélémɔ  
ID kalá ɔgʊ,̃ ovuléi  
OG kalɔǵʊ,̃ 

oviléi/oviléye 
 

GM kalɔǵʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kala óvilei  
AR kala ɔǵʊ ̃  
OB kala ɔǵʊ  
OT   
OE ɪzɔ̃ ́ágó  
ME ago  
KU ɛzɔ̃ ́ágó  
KB pʊrʊ-pʊrʊ agó ?  
WT kalá agó  
ON kálá agɔ  
IK agɔɔ ́  
EK ɔgʊ̃ ́  
KO ɔŋgʊ/́ɔgʊ̃ ́  
GB ɔgʊ̃ ́  
OR ɛĺɛlɛńda  
AT agʊ ̃  
BI kɪĺAÈ ɔgʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
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LION 
Defaka   
NK télé  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

oduḿ, oku, adaka  

BL   
KI ódúm  
NE adáka  
AK adáka, kurɔ nãḿã  
BU kʊŕɔ ́nãmã, adáka  
OP adáka  
OY kʊrɔ ́nãmã  
ET adáka  
EO adáka  
BA kʊŕɔ ́nãḿã ́  
KL   
AP kʊŕɔ ́nãḿã ́  
ID   
OG   
GM okporóokpo  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR bou sɛi  
OB láɪýɔnɪ  
OT   
OE láɪýɔnɪ,kuré  
ME láɪýɔn  
KU   
KB kʊrɔ nɪmã  
WT láɪýɔn  
ON adáka  
IK kurɔ nãmã ́  
EK kʊrɔ nãmã,́ adáka  
KO láyɔn, kʊrɔ nãmã ́  
GB ɔdʊlɛ,́ adáka  
OR anãmãdága  
AT sei nãmã ́  
BI odumɪ ̃ńã ́agbáagʊ ́  
Notes   
 



567 

LIP 
Defaka   
NK ɓéɓé páɣara  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪṕɪ ́ɛĺɛɣ́ɛ/ɛĺɛɛ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́pákɪrɪ  

BL   
KI ɓɪṕɪ ́ápɛḱɛ↓́rɛ ́  
NE ɓɪɓɪ pagará  
AK ɓɛɓɛ gɛ-ye  
BU ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́  
OP bɛb́ɛ ́ɔṕúrã̃ ́  
OY bɪbɪ apʊrã̃  
ET ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́ápúrã̃ ́  
EO bɪb́ɪ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́  
BA bɪb́ɪ ́ɔṕɪŕã̃ ́  
KL   
AP bɪb́ɪ ́ɔṕʊŕã̃ ́  
ID bɪbɪ bʊlɔ/ɔpʊraɪ ̃  
OG bɪbɪ ide  
GM bɪbɪ ?  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪbɪ ɔpɪrã̃/udu  
AR bɪbɪ odu  
OB bɪbɪ ĩndu  
OT   
OE bɪbɪ ́ɔd́ʊ ́  
ME bɪbɪ ́ódú  
KU bɪb́ɪ ́ápɪŕã̃ ́  
KB bɪb́ɪ ́ápɪŕá  
WT bɪbɪ ́ápɪŕá  
ON bɛb́ɛ ́ápʊŕá ?  
IK ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́ápúrã̃ ́  
EK bɪb́ɪ ́ápʊŕáʊ ́  
KO bɪb́ɪ ́ópʊra/ápʊra  
GB bɪb́ɪ ́ápʊŕáʊ ́  
OR ɓɔḱɔlɔ para  
AT bʊḱɔĺɪ ́ápara  
BI bʊḱɔĺʊ ́apara  
Notes   
   
 



568 

LISTEN (V.T.) 
Defaka nãagara J 293 
NK pó↓kú ?  
BD   
Ịb anị pú↓ɣú/pú↓ú  
Kalab a
rị 

pó↓kí  

BL   
KI pó↓kí  
NE pogí  
AK pógi  
BU póí  
OP póí  
OY peí  
ET póí  
EO póɣí  
BA póɣí  
KL   
AP póí  
ID pei  
OG pou  
GM pou  
EG   
WO   
FU poɣi  
AR poɣi  
OB pei  
OT   
OE peí  
ME peí  
KU péí  
KB péí  
WT peí  
ON péí  
IK póí  
EK póú  
KO póí/péí  
GB póí  
OR póu, íyé/ɛýɔʊ́ ́póu  
AT gbede innovation 
BI gbide innovation 
Notes *pókì   3  
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LITTLE/SMALL (ADJ.) 
Defaka agbara J  
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ká↓lá  
Kalab a
rị 

ká↓lá  

BL   
KI kálá  
NE kalá, pɪtɪnɪ ̃ɪ́  
AK kála  
BU káláa  
OP kálá(ɪ)  
OY kalá  
ET kálá  
EO kálá  
BA kálá  
KL   
AP kálá  
ID kala: kalá ye  
OG kala  
GM kala: kalá ye  
EG   
WO   
FU kala  
AR kala  
OB kala  
OT   
OE kalá (ye)  
ME kalá  
KU kɪlá  
KB kɪĺá  
WT kalá  
ON kálái  
IK kálá  
EK kálá  
KO kálá  
GB kálá  
OR káláɪ ́  
AT kálá  
BI kɪĺɛ ́  
Notes *kala 3  
 



570 

LITTLE/SMALL, BE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK bíbíé  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ↓́rʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́rʊ ́  

BL   
KI bó↓ká, fɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
NE ɪrʊ ́  
AK nɛ̃ɛ́  
BU záʊ,́ INgɪt́ɪḱɪ ́  
OP záú  
OY dɪɪ̃ ̃  
ET zaú  
EO dɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA dɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dɪ ̃ ́  
ID dɪ ̃  
OG dɪ ̃  
GM dɪɪ̃:̃ dɪɪ̃ ̃ ́ye  
EG   
WO   
FU dɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR dɪɛ̃ ̃  
OB zaʊ  
OT   
OE zaʊ, kɛsɪ ́  
ME zaʊ  
KU za  
KB zaá, gɛɛ ̃  
WT zaʊ, tʊkɪrɪɪ́  
ON zau  
IK zaú  
EK zaʊ ́  
KO zaʊ,́ tɪɔ́ ̃-́tɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
GB fɪ ̃f́ɪ ̃,́ zaʊ ́  
OR tekéréké  
AT lɔlɔ ́  
BI vʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



571 

LIVER 
Defaka      
NK  fufuɣu fufuɣu fufuɣu  
BD      
Ịb anị pʊm̃bara pʊm̃bara pʊm̃bara pʊm̃bara  
Kalab arị pʊm̃bɪrá, pʊm̃bará pʊm̃bɪrá, pʊm̃bará pʊm̃bɪrá, pʊm̃bará pʊm̃bɪrá, pʊm̃bará  
BL      
KI parãŋgá parãŋgá parãŋgá parãŋgá  
NE  ɓió-ye ɓió-ye ɓió-ye  
AK  wãbaye wãbaye wãbaye  
BU pʊ̃ŋ́gálá pʊ̃ŋ́gálá pʊ̃ŋ́gálá pʊ̃ŋ́gálá  
OP pũŋgalá iŋgelegéle, pũŋgalá iŋgelegéle, pũŋgalá iŋgelegéle, pũŋgalá  
OY  fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
ET  kileɓíe kileɓíe kileɓíe  
EO  iŋgéléŋgé, (abobiyẽ iŋgéléŋgé, (abobiyẽ iŋgéléŋgé, (abobiyẽ  
BA  fɔɪ́ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɔɪ́ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɔɪ́ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
KL      
AP  iŋgéléŋgélé iŋgéléŋgélé iŋgéléŋgélé  
ID  fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
OG  fɛɪ̃ ̃/́f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɛɪ̃ ̃/́f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye fɛɪ̃ ̃/́f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
GM  ɔdʊdʊ, fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fi-ye ɔdʊdʊ, fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fi-ye ɔdʊdʊ, fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fi-ye  
EG      
WO      
FU  fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
AR  fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
OB apãmbala apãmbala apãmbala apãmbala  
OT      
OE apãmbala apãmbala apãmbala apãmbala  
ME  ẽŋgoloŋgolo ẽŋgoloŋgolo ẽŋgoloŋgolo  
KU  ẽŋgelẽŋgele ẽŋgelẽŋgele ẽŋgelẽŋgele  
KB  ẽŋgelẽŋgeleé, 

ẽŋgilẽŋgileé 
ẽŋgelẽŋgeleé, 
ẽŋgilẽŋgileé 

ẽŋgelẽŋgeleé, 
ẽŋgilẽŋgileé 

 

WT  ẽŋgelẽŋgele ẽŋgelẽŋgele ẽŋgelẽŋgele  
ON  iŋgelẽŋgéle iŋgelẽŋgéle iŋgelẽŋgéle  
IK pɔʊ̃b̃ɪlaá pɔʊ̃b̃ɪlaá pɔʊ̃b̃ɪlaá pɔʊ̃b̃ɪlaá  
EK  iŋgelẽŋgelé iŋgelẽŋgelé iŋgelẽŋgelé  
KO  iŋgelẽŋgelé iŋgelẽŋgelé iŋgelẽŋgelé  
GB  iŋgelẽŋgé iŋgelẽŋgé iŋgelẽŋgé  
OR panãnã ́ panãnã ́ panãnã ́ panãnã ́  
AT apanãnã ́ apanãnã ́ apanãnã ́ apanãnã ́  
BI      
Notes *pãɓala     
 



572 

LIZARD 
Defaka agára S 
NK agára  
BD   
Ịb anị akalʊ ́mbuló-mbuló  
Kalab a
rị 

olo-gbõĩ-gbõĩ  

BL   
KI ãmbilé  
NE ágbɔkɔ ́  
AK ɔgbɔḱɔ  
BU agéu  
OP ɔgbɔḱɔ  
OY akpɔkɔ,́ agogú  
ET agoguú  
EO akpɔḱɔ ́  
BA akpɔḱɔ ́  
KL   
AP akpɔḱɔ ́  
ID akpɔɣ́ɔ/́akɔḱɔ ́  
OG akpɔḱɔ  
GM akpɔkɛɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ákpɔkɔɪ ́  
AR akpɔkɔɪ́  
OB ɔkpɔkɔ  
OT   
OE ágogú  
ME ágogó  
KU ágogú  
KB agogu, ágogu  
WT agogu  
ON agogou  
IK agoguú  
EK wárɪ ́tuu owei  
KO ãŋgeré  
GB ãŋgoló↓ó  
OR okpóonyɜ̰  
AT ókotóko  
BI ító-gɪnãɪ,̃*  
Notes   
 



573 

LOAD (N.) 
Defaka   
NK pá↓rá-ye =carry-thing 
BD   
Ịb anị díɣi-nyɛ =carry-thing 
Kalab a
rị 

dó↓gí yé =carry-thing 

BL   
KI pʊ↓́rá-yé =carry-thing 
NE siɓá-ye, pʊrá-ye, 

saɪ-́ye 
=carry-thing 

AK hiɓi-yái/hiɓiáa =carry-thing 
BU síɓé-ye =carry-thing 
OP síbé iyi  
OY ikpese  
ET   
EO síbé iye, ikpésé  
BA síbé iye  
KL   
AP ukú íye  
ID pɪrá-ye  
OG sibé-ye  
GM sibé-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU isɛ  
AR ʊgɔ  
OB sibé iye  
OT   
OE sibe-ye  
ME sibe eye  
KU eyí  
KB kuniyeé  
WT sibeé  
ON sibe-yi  
IK ekpese  
EK ikpesé  
KO ikpesé, subo iyé/-yé  
GB ikpesé  
OR siɓí-ye  
AT íbu  
BI íbúu  
Notes   
 



574 

LOAD (BOAT) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sai  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE saɪ ́  
AK hái  
BU sáɪ ́  
OP sáí  
OY saɪ ́  
ET saí  
EO sáɪ ́  
BA sáɪ ́  
KL   
AP sáɪ ́  
ID saɪ  
OG saɪ  
GM saɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU saɪ  
AR saɪ  
OB saɪ  
OT   
OE saɪ ́  
ME saɪ  
KU saɪ  
KB saɪ ́  
WT saɪ  
ON sai  
IK saí  
EK saɪ ́  
KO saɪ ́  
GB saɪ ́  
OR (árʊ)́ sáɪ  
AT saɪ  
BI sɛɪ  
Notes saɪ 1  
 



575 

LOCK 
Defaka   
NK igodo  
BD   
Ịb anị igodo/igodó  
Kalab a
rị 

ikpopú/ikpepú  

BL   
KI igodí/igodo  
NE igodó, ɪbabá  
AK igódo  
BU igódó  
OP igódó  
OY igodó  
ET egodó  
EO igódó  
BA igódó  
KL   
AP igódó  
ID igodo, isáfɪ  
OG ɪsãf́ɪ  
GM ɪsãf́ɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU igodo  
AR agádá igodo  
OB isɪáfɪ  
OT   
OE egodo  
ME ɛkɔĺɪ,́ egodo  
KU egodo  
KB egodií  
WT egodo  
ON egodo  
IK igodoó  
EK igodó  
KO igodó, igodo yẽŋí, 

sɛ̃ḿbɪ ́
 

GB igodó  
OR sãmbɪ  
AT igodo  
BI igodo  
Notes *igodo 1  
 



576 

LOCK (V.T.): BE LOCKED (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kaɣi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪḱá↓sɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪḱá↓sɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɪkasɪ ́?  
NE kasɪ:́ kásɪ  
AK káhɪ  
BU káɪ ́  
OP   
OY kaɪ ́  
ET   
EO káɪ ́  
BA gbã ́?  
KL   
AP káɪ ́  
ID káɪ/́kakɪ: gbaɪ ̃ ́  
OG gbã: gbaɪ ̃ ́  
GM kakɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU gbã: gbaɪ ̃ ́  
AR isãf́ɪ tʊa  
OB kaɪ: kaaɪ ́  
OT   
OE kaɪ ́  
ME kaɪ:́ kaɪɪ ́  
KU káɪ ́  
KB   
WT kaɪ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK káɪ:́ kaɪ ́  
KO káɪ ́  
GB káɪ ́  
OR pɪḱɪ  
AT kasɪ  
BI giri  
Notes   
 



577 

LONG, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka nãń↓gá J 245 
NK nɔ̃Ńgú↓ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị nãńgʊɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nãńgʊɔ́,́ nɔ̃ńgɔ ́  

BL   
KI nãńgʊɔ́ ́  
NE nãŋgʊlɔ,́ nʊŋ̃galá, 

nãńgʊɔ, * 
 

AK nũŋgála  
BU tɪɛ́ ́  
OP dãŋ́ã ́  
OY dãã,́ daáɪ ̃  
ET ɗã ́?  
EO dãŋ́ã ́  
BA dãŋ́ã(́ɪ)́n  
KL   
AP dãŋ́ãɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID dãwaɪ ̃  
OG dãŋãɪ ̃  
GM dãwaɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU daɣaɪ ̃  
AR dãŋãɪ ̃  
OB dãŋãɪ́ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE adãw̃ãɪ́ ̃ ́[check*]  
ME daw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
KU dɪá́ɪ ̃ ́  
KB dɪá́ɪ ̃/́dáɪ ̃ ́  
WT daaɪ ̃ ́  
ON dã ́  
IK ɗãã́ ́  
EK dãŋ́ãɪ́ ̃ ́  
KO dãŋ́ãɪ́ ̃,́ gɔĺɔ-́gɔĺɔ ́  
GB dãŋ́ɪ'̃  
OR ɗãʊ́̃ ́  
AT ɗãã́ ́  
BI dãã́ ́  
Notes *ɗãgalɪ 3 ɪf a- is part of stem, 

this is an orig. 4-
syll. verb. ?? 

 



578 

LOOK AT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK liɣi, osɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị diɣí/dií  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗikí  

BL   
KI ɗikí  
NE ɗigí  
AK ɗígi  
BU ɗíí  
OP díí ?  
OY dií  
ET ɗií  
EO díɣí  
BA díɣí  
KL   
AP díí  
ID dii  
OG diɣi  
GM dii  
EG   
WO   
FU diɣi  
AR diɣi  
OB dii  
OT   
OE dii  
ME dii  
KU dii  
KB dií  
WT di ?  
ON di ?  
IK ɗií  
EK dií  
KO dií  
GB dií  
OR ɗíi, íyé ɗíi  
AT ɗii  
BI dii  
Notes *ɗiki 2  
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LOOK FOR (V.T.) 
Defaka kara J 318 
NK lɔku  
BD   
Ịb anị dɔɣʊ/́dɔʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗɔkɪ  

BL   
KI ɗɔkɪ ́  
NE ɗɔgɪ ́  
AK ɗɔǵi, ɗɔǵɛ  
BU ɗɔʊ́ ́  
OP dɔú́  
OY dɔʊ ́  
ET ɗɔú  
EO dɔɣ́ɪ ́  
BA dɔɣ́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP dɔʊ́ ́  
ID dɔʊ  
OG dɔʊ/dɔɣʊ  
GM dɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɔʊ ́  
AR dɔʊ  
OB dɔʊ  
OT   
OE dɔʊ  
ME dɔʊ  
KU dɔʊ  
KB dɔʊ ́  
WT dɔʊ  
ON dɔu  
IK ɗɔú  
EK dɔʊ ́  
KO dɔʊ ́  
GB dɔʊ ́  
OR ɗɔʊ  
AT ɗɔʊ  
BI dɔɔ  
Notes *ɗɔkɪ 1  
 



580 

LOUSE 
Defaka mkpi J 169 
NK ó↓kú  
BD   
Ịb anị ígú ?  
Kalab a
rị 

íkú  

BL   
KI íkú  
NE iku  
AK iku  
BU ikú  
OP okú  
OY uku  
ET okú  
EO ukú  
BA ukú  
KL   
AP ukú  
ID iku  
OG iku  
GM uku  
EG   
WO   
FU uku  
AR uku  
OB oku/uku  
OT   
OE okú  
ME okú  
KU okú, owẽĩ  
KB owẽĩ,́ bɪdɛ ow̃ẽĩ́ ́  
WT okú  
ON okú  
IK okú  
EK ugú  
KO ugú  
GB ugú  
OR sei-yé  
AT ɪkpɔlɔsɪ  
BI sɪɓ́ɪ-́yɛɛ́  
Notes *iku? 2?   
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LOVE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK tɔŕu ori  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛ-́mãá, tarɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛlɛ-mã,́ tarɪ  

BL   
KI ɓɛlɛ-mã ́  
NE tarɪ ́  
AK tári  
BU tárɪ ́  
OP tárɪ ́  
OY tarɪ ́  
ET   
EO tárɪ ́  
BA tárɪ ́  
KL   
AP tárɪ ́  
ID tarɪ  
OG tarɪ  
GM tarɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU tarɪ  
AR dɔʊ, tarɪ  
OB tarɪ  
OT   
OE tarɪ  
ME tarɪ  
KU tarɪ  
KB tarɪ  
WT tarɪ  
ON   
IK tarɪ ́  
EK tarɪ ́  
KO tarɪ ́  
GB tarɪ ́  
OR tarɪ  
AT tarɪ  
BI ikia  
Notes *tarɪ 1  
 



582 

LUNGS 
Defaka   
NK apĩndara  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪýɔ̃ ́sárá ákpáa  
Kalab a
rị 

fũfṹũ  

BL   
KI fṹfṹũ  
NE fúfu  
AK húhu  
BU ofúfú  
OP ãmbá ?  
OY ɪm̃bá dii  
ET ofufuú  
EO ɪyɔ̃,́ (ɪñba díi)  
BA ofúṹfṹ  
KL   
AP ofṹfṹ  
ID ofurumõfu  
OG ofũfũ  
GM agbobu-mɛ̃,́ 

bulóúbu kemi ? 
 

EG   
WO   
FU ofúúfúú  
AR ofufu  
OB ofurumɔfu  
OT   
OE ofuru-mɔ-ofu  
ME ofoforo-yaɪ  
KU ofúrómɔ̃f́ó  
KB ofúrúmɔ̃f́ó  
WT   
ON ofúfúrú ɪḿba  
IK ɪm̃ba fou yɔɔ,́ 

ofumũ ofuú 
 

EK   
KO ofurumõfú, ʊm̃ba 

wamʊ ̃yɔ ́
 

GB ofúrúmɔfú  
OR iɣuɣúɣuɣu  
AT apanãnã  
BI ofuromõfo  
Notes   
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MAD, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK nɔm  
BD   
Ịb anị nɔmʊ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

nɔmʊ,̃ mã tɔ↓́rʊ ́  

BL   
KI nɔmʊ̃ ́  
NE nɔmʊ̃/́nɛmʊ̃,́ mãɪ́ ̃

mɪɛ̃ ́
 

AK nɛ̃ḿũ  
BU nɔ̃ḿʊ̃ ́  
OP nɔ̃ḿʊ̃ ́  
OY nɔmʊ̃ ́  
ET nɔmṹ  
EO nɛ̃ḿʊ̃ ́  
BA nɛ̃ḿʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP nɔ̃ḿʊ̃,́ dɔ̃ ́  
ID nɔmʊ ̃  
OG nɔmʊ ̃  
GM nɔmʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU nɛmʊ ̃  
AR nɛmʊ ̃  
OB nɔmʊ ̃  
OT   
OE nɔmʊ ̃  
ME nɔmʊ ̃  
KU nɔmʊ ̃  
KB nɔmʊ,̃ tɔŕɪ ́yaɪ  
WT nɔmʊ,̃ tɔrɪ ́yaɪ  
ON nɔmũ  
IK nɔmṹ  
EK nɔmʊ̃ ́  
KO nɔmʊ̃,́ tɔŕʊ ́séri  
GB nɔmʊ̃ ́  
OR nɔmɪ ̃  
AT nɔmʊ̃ ́  
BI evĩ-yɛ ́  
Notes *nɛmʊ ̃1 Cf. Ibibio 
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MAIDEN 
Defaka   
NK púpérí  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔŕʊ-́ɓɔ ́tʊẃɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

íríá-↓ɓɔ ́tʊɓ́ɔ  

BL   
KI íré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́ɓɔ  
NE eré-wɔ tɔgʊ ́?  
AK ere-wɔɔ́  
BU éré-wɔʊ-ɓaʊ  
OP éré-wɔu-bau  
OY eré-wɔʊ-baʊ  
ET éré tuɓɔú  
EO ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ́ ́  
BA éré-wɔʊ́(́-baʊ ̃  
KL   
AP ɪyɔŕɔ ́tɔb́ɔʊ  
ID ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ ́  
OG kalá ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔʊ  
GM kalá ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR ɪyɔrɔ tɔbɔ,́ eriwɔ-́

baʊ 
 

OB ɪyɔrɔ tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT   
OE (ere-wɔʊ-baʊ ̃  
ME ɛyɔŕɔ ́ tʊbɔʊ, ɛrʊɔ́-

baʊ 
 

KU ɛrʊɔ́-baʊ  
KB kɪĺá ɛrʊɔ-́ba  
WT ɛrɔ-́baʊ  
ON éré-wɔu-bau  
IK éré-wɔ-́ɓau  
EK   
KO eré-á-baʊ ́  
GB eré-baʊ ́  
OR éré tɔbɔʊ ́  
AT éré tɔɓ́ɔ  
BI éré-á-tʊɓ́ɔɔ́  
Notes   
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MAɪZE 
Defaka akpʊkpa J 42 
NK akpukpa  
BD   
Ịb anị mbiakpa  
Kalab a
rị 

mbɪaká/ɪm̃bɪaká  

BL   
KI ɪpɪamgbaá  
NE ɪm̃bɪakpá  
AK agbodo  
BU agbódó  
OP agbódo  
OY agbodo, aká  
ET aká, agbódu  
EO agbódó  
BA agbódó  
KL   
AP agbódó  
ID agbodo  
OG agbodo  
GM agbodo  
EG   
WO   
FU agbodo  
AR agbodo  
OB ɔká  
OT   
OE ɔká  
ME ɔká  
KU aká  
KB aká  
WT aká  
ON aká  
IK aká  
EK aká  
KO aká  
GB aká  
OR ikpu  
AT ákáa  
BI ákáa  
Notes   
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MALARIA 
Defaka   
NK ákɔm  
BD   
Ịb anị ófɪŕɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ákam  

BL   
KI ákɔm  
NE ofuro-ye  
AK ohoba  
BU osóɓó  
OP   
OY osobo  
ET   
EO osóbá  
BA osóbá  
KL   
AP osóbá  
ID osoba  
OG edidi, osoba  
GM osoba  
EG   
WO   
FU osoba  
AR owéi osoba  
OB odidi  
OT   
OE osóbó  
ME osóbó  
KU osúbó dɔ̃,́ ãŋgɔ ́seri  
KB oromã ́  
WT oromã,́ asánãyã ́  ã 

or an? 
 

ON   
IK   
EK eré-ámã ́óvĩ ́  
KO eré-ámã ́óvĩ ́  
GB erémɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́óvĩ ́  
OR ákɔm  
AT ákʊḿ  
BI ɪb́ãã́  
Notes   
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MALE     (N.) 
Defaka ɔɓ́áɪ ́ J 177 Defaka ɓ= 

Ịjọ  w 
NK amã  
BD   
Ịb anị ówí  
Kalab a
rị 

ówí  

BL   
KI ówéí ?  
NE owei  
AK owoi  
BU owéí  
OP owéí  
OY owoi  
ET owéí  
EO owéí  
BA owéí  
KL   
AP owéí  
ID owei  
OG oguei/ogoi  
GM owei  
EG   
WO   
FU owei  
AR owei  
OB owei  
OT   
OE owéí  
ME owéí  
KU owéí  
KB owéí  
WT owéí  
ON owéí  
IK owéí  
EK owéí  
KO owéí  
GB owéí  
OR ówéí  
AT asaɪ, éwéí  
BI ówé  
Notes *owei 2 (but OG 

g?) 
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MAN 
Defaka ɛmɛnɛ ɓáɪ ́ J 176  
NK amã-ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ówú tʊẃɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

óyí-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ówú-ɓɔ ́  
NE owei-ɓɔ ́  
AK owoi-ɓɔ  
BU owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OP (owéí) kɛḿɛ̃,́ 

owéí-bɔ ́
 

OY owei kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
ET owéí (kɛḿɛ̃)́  
EO owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ID owei kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG oguei kɪḿɪ ̃  
GM owei kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU owei kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR owei kɪmɪ ̃  
OB owei  
OT   
OE owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME owéí  
KU owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KB owéí kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
WT owéí  
ON owéí (kɛḿɛ̃)́  
IK owéí (kɛḿɛ̃)́  
EK owéí  
KO owéí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB owéí  
OR owéí  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃,́ ásaɪ,́ ewéí 

(tɔb́ ɔ ̃
 

BI ówéí tʊɓɔ  
Notes *owei-ɓɔ 

*owei kɪmɪ ̃
male person 
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Manatee, Trichechus senegalensis 
Defaka   
 *imẽĩ ? 4  
NK omũũ  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị emẽĩ́  
BL   
KI omẽĩ ́  
NE émẽĩ  
AK imẽĩ́  
BU imẽĩ́ ́  
OP imẽĩ́ ́  
OY imẽĩ  
ET   
EO imẽĩ́ ́  
BA emẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP emẽĩ́ ́  
ID emẽĩ́ ́  
OG emẽĩ  
GM emẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU emẽĩ ́ tɔrʊ faa-wéí 
AR emẽĩ tɔrʊ fawéi 
OB imẽĩ́ ́  
OT   
OE emẽĩ  
ME emẽĩ  
KU emẽĩ  
KB emẽĩ  
WT emẽĩ  
ON   
IK imẽĩ ́  
EK emẽĩ ́  
KO emẽĩ́ ́  
GB emẽĩ́  
OR emẽĩ́  
AT   
BI omẽĩ́  
   

 
Notes: Apart from a scatter of borrowings into Central Delta, *imẽĩ appears to be a typically Ịjọ root. There 
is a possible external connection with the Mande languages, for example, Bamana mãÕ, Tieyaxo ma which 
would be appropriate is the origin of the Ịjọ lies further up the Niger. 
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Bush-mango, Irvingia gabonensis, Mango, Mangifera indica 
 Bush-mango Mango 
Defaka   
 *ogbõĩ  
NK  mãŋ́goro 
BD   
Ịb anị ógí↓rí  
Kalab arị ogbõĩ ́  
BL   
KI  íjí↓rí 
NE ogbẽĩ/́ogbõĩ ́ ɓéke-n-ogbõĩ
AK ogbṍĩ  
BU ogbṍĩ ɓéke ogbõĩ 
OP ogbõ ́ĩ ́  
OY ogbõĩ ́  
ET  ɓeke ogbẽĩ ́
EO ogbõ ́ĩ ́ béké ogbõĩ 
BA ogbõ ́ĩ ́  
KL   
AP ogbõ ́ĩ ́ béké ogbõĩ 
ID ogbõĩ mãńgoro 
OG ogbẽĩ/ogbõĩ  
GM  mãǵoro 
EG   
WO   
FU ogbĩĩ mãńgoro 
AR  mɔ̃ǵʊrʊ 
OB ogbõĩ ́ mãńgo 
OT   
OE  beke ogbẽĩ 
ME  beke ogbẽĩ 
KU  mãńgoro 
KB ogbẽĩ ́  
WT  mãńgoro 
ON ogbẽĩ  
IK  beke ogbõĩ ́
EK ogbõĩ ́  
KO ogbõĩ ́ beké ogbõĩ 
GB  beke ógbẽĩ 
OR ogbẽĩ  
AT egbẽĩ  
BI egbẽĩ  
   

 
Notes: the Indian mango is included here by way of interest, since it is a colonial-era introduction and many 
languages have a loan orignally from English (although the mangoro forms suggest via Hausa!). Irvingia 
gabonensis is widely used throughout southern Nigeria and has similar names in neighbouring languages, so 
this may be an early loan into proto-Ịjọ. 
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Mangrove, charcoal 
Defaka  
Proto-Ịjọ *ãgala 
NK ãŋ́gálá 
BD  
Ịb anị ŋ gálá 
Kalab arị ãŋ́gálá 
BL  
KI ãŋ́gálá 
NE ãŋgala 
AK ãŋgala 
BU ãŋgálá 
OP ãŋgálá 
OY ãŋgala 
ET ãŋgálá 
EO ãŋgálá 
BA ãŋgálá 
KL  
AP ãŋgálá 
ID agala/ãŋgala 
OG agala 
GM agala 
EG  
WO  
FU ãŋgala 
AR agala 
OB ãŋgala, ɪkpáyá
OT  
OE ãŋgálá 
ME ãŋgálá tɪ ̃ ́
KU ãŋgɪĺá tɪ ̃ ́
KB ãŋgɪlá tɪ ̃ ́
WT ãŋgálá tɪ ̃ ́
ON ãŋgálá tɛ̃ ́
IK ãŋgálá, bóũ 
EK ãŋgálá 
KO ãŋgálá tɪ ̃ ́
GB ãŋgálá 
OR ágálá 
AT ágálá 
BI ãŋ́gɪĺɛ ́

 
Notes: ‘mangrove’ and ‘charcoal’ are the same lexeme throughout Ịjọ, presumably because charcoal is 
largely made from mangrove wood. There are at least two species of mangrove in the Delta, Rhiziphora spp. 
Some Lower Cross languages have this form, for example Iko ń-gálá, but this is almost certainly a loan from 
Ịjọ. More surprising is that *ãgala appears to have widespread cognates with words for charcoal in the rest 
of Niger-Congo and even in Nilo-Saharan. It therefore seems that that the Ịjọ already used this as a term for 
charcoal and applied to the mangrove when they reacehd the Delta. 
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MANILLA 
Defaka   
NK atɔńi  
BD   
Ịb anị atɔńɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

abɪɪ́ igbiki  

BL   
KI igbiki mgbɔlʊʊ́  
NE ãnda igbogi  
AK oru igbogi, ãndá 

igbogi 
 

BU ãndá ígbégí  
OP   
OY ãnda igbogi  
ET   
EO ãndá ígbógí  
BA abéɣe/abéi, *  
KL   
AP ãndá ígbógí  
ID igoli  
OG ekúrei, igoli  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU tarɪ ɔkʊba  
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB ególí  
WT   
ON   
IK igbegí  
EK   
KO ɪgʊá́ɪ ̃ ́?  
GB ikpekí  
OR kírí íkpoki  
AT ikpeki  
BI ɪḱɔśɪ ́  
Notes   
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MANY PEOPLE 
Defaka   
NK sú↓ú kínĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔ ápʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

t ɔ-̃wá tomi/-apʊ  

BL   
KI tɔ-̃á tomõni  
NE   
AK mũĩ a-kṍŋonu  
BU ɓṹ-otu  
OP ízã kɛmɛ  
OY biĩ ́kɪmɪ-̃amã  
ET bĩ kɛmɛ̃ ́  
EO bũĩ á-kɪmɪ ̃  
BA ízã kɪmɪ ̃  
KL   
AP   
ID bĩ kɪḿɪ/̃bẽĩ á-kɪmɪ ̃  
OG bẽĩ á-kɪmɪ ̃  
GM biã ́kɪmɪ-̃abʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU bũĩ á-kɪmɪ ̃  
AR bũĩ á-kɪmɪ ̃  
OB bĩ kɪḿɪ ̃-́amã  
OT   
OE bĩ otu  
ME bĩ kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KU bĩ kɪmɪ-̃amã ́  
KB   
WT   
ON bĩ-otu  
IK bĩ kɛmɛ-amã  
EK ɪzã kɪmɪ-̃amã,́ bĩ 

kɪmɪ ̃ ́
 

KO bĩ kɪmɪ-̃ámã  
GB bĩĩ kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
OR káá-m ɛtʊ  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ɔṕɪŕɪɪ́  
BI *ɓũĩ many 
Notes   
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MANY: MANY THINGS 
Defaka   
NK sú↓ú  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔ-̃(á-≠ɛ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔw̃̃ãɪ́ ̃ = tɔ-̃wá (-
ye/aɪ ̃

 

BL   
KI tɔ-̃á, ɓakaá, ɓẽĩ́ ́  
NE imĩ,́ íjã/ízã  
AK mṹĩ  
BU ɓṹ, ízã  
OP bõ ́ĩ,́ bĩ,́ ízã  
OY bõĩ,́ ízã  
ET ɓiĩ ́  
EO ízã, bõ ́ĩ ́  
BA bõ ́ĩ,́ ízã  
KL   
AP búĩ ́  
ID bĩ/bẽĩ: bẽĩ ́ye  
OG bĩ/bẽĩ: bẽĩ ́ye  
GM      : biaĩ ́ye  
EG   
WO   
FU bũĩ: bũĩ á-ye  
AR bũĩ  
OB bĩ: biĩ ́ye-amã  
OT   
OE bĩ: bĩ yaɪ  
ME bĩ  
KU bĩ  
KB bẽĩ/́bĩĩ ́  
WT bĩ  
ON ízã, bĩ  
IK ɓĩĩ ́  
EK bĩĩ ́  
KO bĩĩ ́  
GB bĩĩ ́  
OR ɛt́ʊ,́ ɓũĩ  
AT ɓiĩ,́ ɔṕɪŕɪ ́  
BI bĩ  
Notes *ɓõĩ/ɓẽĩ 1  
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MARKET 
Defaka kia J 101 
NK féé  
BD   
Ịb anị fɛ,́ ekémele, ogumã-

biri 
 

Kalab a
rị 

fɛ,́ ogumã-ɓirɪ  

BL   
KI ɔgɔnɔ ̃ ɓɔɔ́, ogumã 

ɓirí, fɛ ́
 

NE ogumã-siri, fɔʊ  
AK iye dɛri yɔ, ogumã-

siri 
 

BU fɔʊ́ ́  
OP fɔú́  
OY fɔʊ  
ET fɔú́  
EO fɛʊ́ ́  
BA fɛʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP fɔʊ́ ́  
ID fɔ  
OG fɔʊ  
GM fɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔb ɔ ̃  
AR ɔb ɔ ̃  
OB fɔʊ  
OT   
OE fɔʊ ́  
ME fɔʊ ́  
KU fɔʊ́ ́  
KB fɔʊ́ ́  
WT fɔʊ ́  
ON fɔú́  
IK fɔú́  
EK fɔʊ́ ́  
KO fɔʊ́ ́  
GB fɔʊ́ ́  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AT fɔ ́  
BI fɔ ́  
Notes *fɛ-yɔ 2 2 buy-place 
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MARKET DAY 
Defaka   
NK fɛɛ́ ́ɓái  
BD   
Ịb anị fɛ ́túɓó énẽ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛ ́túɓó énẽ ́  

BL   
KI fɛ ́énẽ ́  
NE fɔʊ enẽ,́ káka  
AK ogumãsiri ene, 

kákaɪ ene 
 

BU fɔʊ́ ́ínĩ,́ ɛkɛ̃ ́inĩ ́  
OP fɔú́ báí  
OY fɔʊ baɪ  
ET fɔú́ ɓáí, akɛ ̃ɓaí  
EO fɛʊ́ ́báɪ ́  
BA fɛʊ́ ́)túbó báɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɛkɛ̃ ́  
ID fɔʊ erẽ̃ĩ  
OG fɔʊ erẽ̃ĩ, ɛkɛ ̃báɪ  
GM fɔʊ erẽ̃ĩ/baɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔb ɔ/̃ɛkɛ ̃báɪ ́  
AR ɔbʊm̃báɪ  
OB fɔʊ erẽ̃ĩ, ɛkɛ ̃érẽ̃ĩ  
OT   
OE fɔʊ ́báɪ,́ akɛ ̃baɪ  
ME fɔʊ ́ (túbó) báɪ,́ akɛ ̃

baɪ 
 

KU fɔʊ́ ́érrẽ̃ĩ́,́ akɪ ̃baɪ  
KB fɔʊ́ ́báɪ,́ akɛ ̃baɪ  
WT fɔʊ ́báɪ,́ akɛ ̃baɪ ́  
ON akɛ ̃bai, fɔú́ báí  
IK fɔú́ ɓáí, akɛ̃ ́ɓáí  
EK fɔʊ́ ́érẽ̃ĩ́,́ ɛkɛ ̃baɪ ́  
KO ɛkɛ ̃baɪ,́ fɔʊ́ ́báɪ ́  
GB fɔʊ́ ́báɪ,́ ɛkɛ ̃baɪ ́  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́ɓáɪ ́  
AT fɔ ́ɓánɪ, ogboɓa  
BI fɔ ́ɓálɪɪ́, iguruɓa  
Notes   
 
 



597 

MARRIAGE: TYPES OF MARRIAGE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị yaá: ɪ↓́gʊá́  
Kalab a
rị 

simẽ:́ éya?: ɪ↓́gʊá́  

BL   
KI yaá  
NE opu ãŋgá: kalá 

ãŋga ? 
 

AK ɓara nãnã yée, ikie 
ére/* 

 

BU   
OP   
OY ere/yeí nãnã  
ET   
EO eré nãńã,́ yei nãnã:́  
BA yáá  
KL   
AP fɛ ́éré: ikíé ere  
ID ere nɪnã  
OG ere zɪnã:  
GM ere nãnã:  
EG   
WO   
FU opu nãńã,́ kala nãńã ́  
AR bɪrá ere: toi ére  
OB fɛɛ eré, tei ére  
OT   
OE bɪrá ere, ikie ere  
ME bɪráere, ikie ere  
KU bɪrá ere, fɛ ́ éré: eki 

ere 
 

KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɛŕɛ,́ ikié  
KO eré nãńã,́ yei nãnã:́ 

* 
 

GB bɛŕɛ:́ ikié  
OR igbogi tɔ̃,́ wárɪ aga: 

* 
 

AT yáɪ  
BI ɓɛŕɛ ́  
Notes   
 



598 

MARRY (WIFE/HUSBAND) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK yaa  
BD   
Ịb anị yaá  
Kalab a
rị 

éré/óyí-ɓɔ ́símẽ ́  

BL   
KI simeé  
NE ãŋgá  
AK ãŋgáa  
BU nãńã,́ ãŋgá  
OP nãńã ́  
OY (erẽ nãnã ?  
ET nãnã ́  
EO nãńã ́  
BA nãńã ́  
KL   
AP nãńã ́  
ID nãnã/nɪnã  
OG zɪnã  
GM nãnã  
EG   
WO   
FU nãnã  
AR nãnã  
OB nãnã  
OT   
OE nãnã  
ME nãnã  
KU nɪnã  
KB nãnãã ́  
WT nãnã  
ON nãnã  
IK nãnãã ́  
EK nãnã,́ éré nãńã ́  
KO nãnã ́  
GB nãnã ́  
OR wárɪ ́ága, éré ákɪ  
AT ákɪ ́(of man), yáɪ (of 

woman) 
 

BI ɓɪŕɛ ́  
Notes   
 



599 

MASON/MUD WASP 
Defaka   
NK agamã  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

oɗoɗomóoɗo  

BL   
KI bʊ̃ ́  
NE ɓɪlá-gbõṹ  
AK ɓila igbẽŋ́u  
BU atamãtámã  
OP atamãtámã  
OY atɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
ET atamãtámã  
EO ɛtɛḿɛ̃t́ɛḿɛ  
BA ɛtɛḿɛ̃t́ɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɛtɛḿɛ̃t́ɛḿɛ  
ID ɔtɔḱɔ ́warɪ kɔrɪ-wei  
OG ɔtɔḱɔ ́warɪ kɔrɪ-wei  
GM osúa  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛtɛmɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
AR ɛtɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
OB itɛmɛtɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OT   
OE atɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
ME atɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
KU atɪmãtɪḿã  
KB atɪmãtɪḿã  
WT atamãtámã  
ON atɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
IK atamãtámã  
EK ovúvu  
KO ovṹvṹũ  
GB ɔvʊ̃v́ʊʊ́ ̃  
OR ɔvʊṽʊʊ́ ̃  
AT avʊnʊ̃v́ʊnʊ ̃  
BI ɪcɪćɪrɪ ́  
Notes   
 



600 

MASQUERADE 
Defaka   
NK ówú  
BD   
Ịb anị ówú  
Kalab a
rị 

ówú  

BL   
KI ówú  
NE owu  
AK ou  
BU óú  
OP óú  
OY óú  
ET óú  
EO óú  
BA óú  
KL   
AP óú  
ID ou/owu  
OG ou  
GM ou  
EG   
WO   
FU ou  
AR ou  
OB owu  
OT   
OE owú/awú  
ME owú  
KU owú  
KB owú  
WT owú  
ON óú  
IK óú  
EK óú  
KO óú  
GB óú  
OR ówú  
AT ebeké, ówú  
BI ówú  
Notes *owu 2  
 



601 

MASSAGE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK síinẽ  
BD   
Ịb anị wɔ↓́lɔ,́ 

sʊńʊñʊʊ̃/́sʊńʊñʊ̃ ́
 

Kalab a
rị 

sʊńʊ̃↓́nʊ̃,́ ɓʊɗ́ɔḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI pɔnjɪ,́ lɔlɪ,́ cɪ↓́rɔ ́  
NE pɔñdɪ,́ lɔlɪ ́  
AK lɔĺi  
BU lɔĺí  
OP lɔĺɪ ́  
OY lɔɔ ́  
ET lɔɔ,́ lɔĺí  
EO lɔĺɪ ́  
BA lɔĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP lɔĺɪ ́  
ID lɔlɪ  
OG lɔlɪ  
GM pou  
EG   
WO   
FU lɔlɪ  
AR lɔlɪ  
OB lɔlɪ  
OT   
OE lɔɔ  
ME lɔ  
KU lɔ  
KB lɔɔ ́  
WT lɔʊ ́  
ON   
IK lɔɔ ́  
EK lɔɔ ́  
KO lɔɔ,́ lɔlɪ ́?, dãã ́  
GB lɔɔ,́ dãŋã ́  
OR lɔ  
AT lɔ, ɗã  
BI lɔ, ɗã  
Notes *lɔlɪ 1  
 



602 

MAT 
Defaka óbídá J 80 
NK óbíté  
BD   
Ịb anị íbílá: ákpárãḿgbá  
Kalab a
rị 

íɓílá: ɛt́ɛŕɛ, akparakpá  

BL   
KI été↓rá, íɓílá  
NE eɓila: akparakpá, óro,  
AK oɓile: ɓéke oɓile, akparakpáa  
BU oɓúnṹ, akpárákpá, óro  
OP obúnṹ, akpárákpá óbúnṹ  
OY obinõ  
ET obúnṹ, akpárákpá; óro  
EO obúnṹ; akpárákpá, óró  
BA obúnẽ:́ bʊńʊ̃ ́obinẽ  
KL   
AP obínẽ:́ pámã ́óbínẽ ́  
ID obunõ, oró, ekeribɔ  
OG obinẽ, ozuko, oró, agá  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU obinɛ  
AR obinẽ: oziko, oré  
OB   
OT   
OE (obínẽ  
ME obínẽ,́ akpárákpa, oró  
KU obínẽ,́ akpárákpá, oró  
KB ebínẽ,́ akpɪŕákpá, oró  
WT akpárákpá, oró, okóbóró  
ON obunɔ̃,́ akparakpaá, óró  
IK obúnṹ, akpárákpá, óro  
EK   
KO obúnã/́obínã,́ ɔgbɔńɔ̃ḿʊ̃,́ akpárákpára  
GB obunã:́ ɔgbɔńɔ̃ḿʊ̃,́  
OR ɓínẽ:́ ákpárákpá, oró  
AT akpʊkpáa, órã̃ã́  
BI mʊ̃ńʊ̃-́yéẽ, ákpɪŕákpɪŕá  
Notes *eɓilɜ ̰? 2  
 



603 

MATCH 
Defaka   
NK mãćis  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔñdɔ tɔñdɪ-nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mãśɪsɪ, fɪnɪ ̃kɔrɪ-mã-
yé 

 

BL   
KI mãćɪsɪ  
NE mãśɪsɪ, fɔʊ ́gbasa  
AK mãśisi  
BU agbɛńɛ̃,́ mãśɪsɪ  
OP mãsɪśɪ  
OY mãsɪśɪ  
ET mãśɪsɪ  
EO mãsɪśɪ  
BA mãsɪśɪ, agbʊńã  
KL   
AP mãsɪśɪ  
ID agbʊnã/́igbʊnã ́  
OG ʊgbʊńã/ɪgbɪńã  
GM ʊgbʊnã ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊgbʊnã ́  
AR ʊgbʊnã ́  
OB ɔgbʊnã ́  
OT   
OE agbʊnã ́  
ME agbɪnã ́  
KU agbɪnã ́  
KB agbʊnãã,́ mãsɪśɪ  
WT mãsɪśɪ  
ON mãsísi  
IK mãsísi  
EK fɪnɪ ̃gbẽĩ-yé  
KO mãsɪśɪ,kpáráká-

ye,agbanã ́
 

GB agbɪnã,́ mãsɪśɪ  
OR kʊɔ́ɪ́-́kʊɔ́ɪ́ ́  
AT mãśhɪsɪ  
BI mãsɪśɪ  
Notes   
 



604 

MATCHET 
Defaka ɔǵɪɔ́ḿ J 75 
NK ogɔĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị agidi  
Kalab a
rị 

(opũ ogie  

BL   
KI agijií  
NE ogidí, ĩmgbe pɛlɛ  
AK ogídi  
BU ogídí  
OP ogídí  
OY ogidí  
ET ogidií  
EO ogídí  
BA ogídí  
KL   
AP ogídí  
ID ɔpɪa  
OG ɔpɪa  
GM ɔpɪa  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔpɪa  
AR ɔpɪa  
OB ɔpɪa  
OT   
OE apɪa  
ME apia, ogidi  
KU apɪa  
KB apiá, ogidi  
WT ogidi  
ON ogidi  
IK ogidií  
EK ogidí  
KO ogidí  
GB ogidí  
OR tóló  
AT asɪsɔɔ́  
BI ɔsʊsɔ ́  
Notes *ɜgidi 1  
 



605 

MEASURE (LENGTH) V.T. 
Defaka   
NK tɔɔ́̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI tɔ̃ ́  
NE tɔ ̃  
AK tɔ ̃  
BU tɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY tɔɔ́ ̃  
ET   
EO tɔɔ́̃ ́  
BA tɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɔ̃ ́  
ID tɔ ̃  
OG tɔ ̃  
GM t ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU t ɔ ̃  
AR tɔ ̃  
OB t ɔ ̃  
OT   
OE tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ME tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KU tɔ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK tɔ ̃  
KO tɔ̃ ́  
GB tɔ̃ ́  
OR tɔ̃ ́  
AT tɔ̃ ́  
BI tɔ̃ ́  
Notes *tɔɔ̃ ̃2  
 



606 

MEDICinẽ 
Defaka      
NK    ari  
BD      
Ịb anị ɗírí     
Kalab arị ɗírí     
BL      
KI ɗírí     
NE ɗiri kumũ    
AK ɗiri,  kumũ    
BU  kúmṹ    
OP  kúmṹ    
OY diri     
ET  kúmṹ    
EO dírí kúmṹ    
BA dírí     
KL      
AP dírí     
ID diri     
OG diri     
GM diri     
EG      
WO      
FU diri     
AR diri     
OB diri     
OT      
OE dirí     
ME dirí     
KU dírí     
KB dírí     
WT dirí     
ON dírí     
IK  kúmṹ    
EK dírí     
KO dírí     
GB dírí     
OR ɗírí     
AT ɗírí     
BI zírí     
Notes *ɗiri 2 *kúmũ NA + IZ 

PYoruboid o-gṵ̀ 
Edoid: Ivie i-’ku’mi 
PIgboid ɔ-́gʷʊ̰ 
Obolo ú-ùm 
PMbam-Nkam kùm 
Ekoid O ɛ�-kəm̄ 
?BLR kumu chief; medicine-man; rich 

   

 



607 

MEET (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK joonia  
BD   
Ịb anị donã:́ donĩá  
Kalab a
rị 

bɪa-mã ́  

BL   
KI ɛrɪá  
NE bɪỹã, ɛrɪ-́ya, *: bɪ ̃ýã  
AK : bíyã  
BU gbóló  
OP gbólóí  
OY gbolói  
ET gboleí  
EO gbólói  
BA gbólói  
KL   
AP láá ?  
ID gboleí  
OG gboléí  
GM la ?  
EG   
WO   
FU gboleí  
AR gboleí  
OB laa, gboléí: bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE gbeléí  
ME laá  
KU lá  
KB gbileí  
WT gbileí  
ON gboló, bɛnɪ ̃ ́  
IK gboleí  
EK láá: gbeleí, bɪyaɪ ̃ ́  
KO bɪyã:́ dʊɪ,́ gbeleí, 

bɪyaɪ ̃ ́
 

GB gbelé↓í  
OR lɛlɛɪ́  
AT arɪ,́ arɪ  
BI arɪ  
Notes   
 



608 

MELT (OIL) (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK sani  
BD   
Ịb anị sánɪ ̃-́mãá: sanɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sanɪ  

BL   
KI sanɪ ̃ ́  
NE sanɪ ̃,́ sanɪ-mɔ̃:́ sánɪ  
AK hánɛ/háni  
BU sánɪ ̃-́mɔ̃:́ sánɪ ̃ ́  
OP sánĩ ́  
OY sanɪ ̃ ́  
ET sanɪɪ ́  
EO sánɪ ̃ ́  
BA sánɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sánɪ ̃ ́  
ID sanɪ: sanɪ ̃ ́  
OG sanɪ: sanɪ ̃ ́  
GM sanɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU sanɪ: sanɪ ̃ ́  
AR sanɪ  
OB sanɪ  
OT   
OE sanɪ: sanɪ ̃ ́  
ME sanɪɪ ́  
KU sanɪ  
KB sanɪɪ ́  
WT sanɪɪ ́  
ON sanɪ ̃ ́  
IK sanɪɪ ́  
EK sanɪ ̃:́ sanɪ ̃ ́  
KO sanɪ ̃:́ sanɪ-ɪ ́  
GB sanɪ ̃ ́  
OR sanɪ: sanɪ ̃-́nẽńĩ ́  
AT sanɪ  
BI sanɪ  
Notes *sanɪ ̃1 vt 

*sanɪ-ɪ 5 vi 
 

 



609 

MIDDLE 
Defaka   
NK ogbɔɔgbɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ogbokú  
Kalab a
rị 

ogbokú↓ú, ogbo ɓírí  

BL   
KI ogboó  
NE ogbó ɓiri, ogbó  
AK ogbóo  
BU ogbó, ɓírí  
OP gbáasɪ ́ókóló,bírí *  
OY okoló  
ET   
EO okóló,tɔŕʊ ́bírí,*  
BA (otúrú) bírí  
KL   
AP okóló  
ID kere-kéré ituru  
OG (kere-kérẽ ituru  
GM oturu  
EG   
WO   
FU oturu  
AR kɛrɛ biri  
OB oturu/kara-kárá biri  
OT   
OE akarakara 

bírí,ovurú, * 
 

ME akarakara bíri  
KU akɪka birí  
KB akaka bírí  
WT kerée birí,kakara 

bírí 
 

ON okolo biri, bírí  
IK okolo ɓirí  
EK akará biri  
KO akará biri  
GB akará biri  
OR ɓúrógbo  
AT bírí, kara-kara bíri  
BI ogbúdó↓gbó  
Notes   
 



610 

MIRROR 
Defaka   
NK ómɔɔnɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗíkí-yé  

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗíkí-yé  
NE tɛmɛ ɗigi-ye  
AK tɛmɛ ɗigi-ye  
BU tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
OP tɛḿɛ̃ ́dí-yí  
OY tɛmɛ di-ye ?  
ET tɛḿɛ̃ ́dí-yí ?  
EO tɛḿɛ̃ ́díɣí-yé  
BA tɛḿɛ̃ ́díɣí/díí-yé  
KL   
AP tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
ID tɛmɛ di-ye  
OG tɛmɛ dii-ye  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR tɛmɛ dɪɣɪ ?  
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME tɛmɛ̃ ́dí-yé ?  
KU kúró dí-ye ?  
KB tɪḿɛ̃ ́dí-yɛ  
WT tɛmɛ̃ ́dí-ye ?  
ON tɛḿɛ̃ ́díé  
IK tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗí-yí ?  
EK   
KO tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí  
GB tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí  
OR   
AT tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗígí  
BI kímɪ ̃ ́díí yée  
Notes Cf. PWS #(digu 

Glas.  Fremdwort?)  
 

 



611 

MIX (LIQUIDS) [dry particles? Kolokuma] (V.T.): BE MIXED 
Defaka   
NK gʊ↓́á  
BD   
Ịb anị gbóló-mãá, gʊ↓́á  
Kalab a
rị 

gʊ↓́á: gʊá  

BL   
KI píkí↓rí, gʊ↓́á  
NE koɓu, gʊá, pigiri: 

gʊá 
 

AK koɓu, guáa ?  
BU kóɓú, gʊá́  
OP kóbú: gʊá́ ?  
OY kobu  
ET gʊá  
EO kóbú, gʊá́  
BA kóbú, gbóló-mɔ  
KL   
AP kóbú  
ID gʊa, kobu: gʊá, 

kobú 
 

OG gʊa: gʊaɪ ́  
GM gʊa, kobu  
EG   
WO   
FU kobu  
AR kobu  
OB gʊa, kobu: gʊaɪ,́ 

kobuú 
 

OT   
OE gʊá  
ME kobú, gʊá  
KU kobu ?  
KB : gʊa-ɪ ́  
WT gʊa  
ON gʊa  
IK kóɓú  
EK kóbú, gʊá: kobí, 

gʊaɪ ́
 

KO kóbú, gʊá  
GB gʊá, kóbú  
OR gʊá́  
AT gʊa  
BI gʊa  
Notes *gʊa 1 vt 

*gʊa-ɪ vi 
Re-check meanings 

 



612 

MIX (SOLIDS) (V.T.): BE MIXED 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị gbóló-mãá, gʊ↓́á  
Kalab a
rị 

pí↓kírí: pikirí  

BL   
KI   
NE gʊá  
AK koɓu  
BU kóɓú, gʊá́  
OP   
OY kobú  
ET   
EO kóbú  
BA   
KL   
AP kóbú  
ID kobu, gʊa: kobú, 

gʊá 
 

OG kobu: zɪnõ kóbú  
GM kobu  
EG   
WO   
FU kobu  
AR kobu, gʊa  
OB kobu: kobuú  
OT   
OE kobú  
ME kobú  
KU gʊa: gbalɪ ?  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kóbú  
KO gʊá, kóbú: gʊaɪ,́ 

kobií 
 

GB mĩḱísí, kóbú  
OR gʊá́  
AT gʊa, kóɓú  
BI gʊa  
Notes  Recheck meanings  
 



613 

MIX/BLEND (V.T.): BE MIXED/BLENDED 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE koɓu  
AK koɓu  
BU kóɓú  
OP   
OY kobú  
ET   
EO kóbú  
BA   
KL   
AP kóbú  
ID kobu: kobú  
OG kobu: zɪnõ kóbú  
GM kobu  
EG   
WO   
FU kobu  
AR kobu  
OB kobu: kobuú  
OT   
OE kobú  
ME kobú  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kóbú  
KO kóbú: kobií  
GB kóbú  
OR   
AT kóɓú  
BI   
Notes *koɓu vt 

*koɓu-i vi 
Recheck meanings; 
compiled from 
previous 

 



614 

MONEY 
Defaka   
NK atɔńi  
BD   
Ịb anị igbiɣi/igbii  
Kalab a
rị 

igbiki  

BL   
KI igbikií  
NE igbogí, iŋgele  
AK igbogi  
BU igbégí  
OP sɛĺɛ, igbégí ?  
OY igbogí/igboí  
ET sɛĺɛ ?  
EO igbógí  
BA igbógí/igbóɣí  
KL   
AP sɪĺɪ  
ID idɔĺɔ, isɪĺɪ  
OG ɪdɔĺɔ  
GM idɔĺɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkʊbá  
AR ɔkʊbá  
OB dɔĺɔ, okubo, iséle  
OT   
OE okúbo, ẽŋgɔ ́  
ME okúbo  
KU sɪĺɪ, okúbo  
KB okúbo  
WT okúbo  
ON sɛĺɛ, iŋgɔ ́?  
IK sɛĺɛ  
EK sɪĺɪ, okóba, ʊŋgɔ ́  
KO sɪĺɪ, okóba, igbegí  
GB okó↓bó  
OR igbogi  
AT sɪĺɪ  
BI sɪĺɪɪ́  
Notes   
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Mongoose spp. 
Four species of mongoose occur in the Niger Delta, listed in the four columns below. In most languages the 
name is the same, but the Cusimanse occasionally attracts other names. 
 
 Herpestes 

ichneumon 
Crossarchus 
obscurus 

Herpestes 
naso 

Atilax 
paludineus 

 

 Egyptian 
Mongoose 

Cusimanse 
Mongoose 

Long-nosed 
Mongoose 

Marsh 
Mongoose 

 

Defaka      
NK      
BD      
Ịb anị      
Kalab a
rị 

 ikpaka kewe ? kewe ? CBP check 

BL      
KI      
NE   kɛwá ? kɛwá ? dic ‘fox’ 
AK      
BU      
OP      
OY      
ET      
EO      
BA      
KL      
AP      
ID      
OG      
GM      
EG      
WO      
FU      
AR      
OB      
OT      
OE      
ME      
KU      
KB      
WT      
ON      
IK      
EK      
KO  kɛwɛ ́ kɛwɛ?́   
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GB      
OR      
AT      
BI òsì ìyɛ     
   black,white in 

underfur 
breaks snails 

dark brown 
semi-aquatic 

 

 
Notes: the *kɛwɛ root is extemely stable across the whole range of Ịjọ and is not related to terms in 
neighbouring languages, suggesting that it is an old term perhaps brought with the Ịjọ on thjeir primary 
migration. The alternative name, osi-pẹị-owei, found in Apoi and related lects, mean =snail-breaker’. 
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Monkey (General) 
Defaka tĩĩ́ kamɓáɪ ́ J 158 
NK ɓɔ↓́ɔ-́yé  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊkɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊkɔ  

BL   
KI ɓʊkɔ,́ ɪɓʊkɔ  
NE ɔɓʊgɔ ́  
AK ɔɓúgɔ  
BU ɔbʊǵɔ ́  
OP ɔbúgɔ ́  
OY abʊgɔ ́  
ET ɓugɔ ́  
EO ɔbʊǵɔ ́  
BA ɔbʊḱɔ ́  
KL ɔbʊǵɔ ́  
AP ɔbʊḱɔ ́  
ID ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́nãmã, ɔbʊkɔ  
OG ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́nãmã, ɔbʊkɔ  
GM ɔbʊkɔ  
EG ɔbʊkɔ/ɔbʊkɔ ̃  
WO ɔbʊkɔ/ɔbʊkɔ ̃  
FU ɔbʊkɔ  
AR ɔbʊkɔ  
OB ɔbʊkɔ  
OT abʊkɔ  
OE abʊkɔ  
ME abʊkɔ  
KU abʊkɔ  
KB abʊgɔ  
WT ɓʊgɔ ́  
ON abugɔ  
IK ɓugɔɔ ́  
EK bʊgɔ ́  
KO bʊgɔ ́  
GB bʊgɔ ́  
OR ɓɔgɔ  
AT agɔnɔ ̃nãḿã  
BI dosowéi, 

dosowé/desowé ́
 

 ɔɓɔkɔ ? 1 Tiv bàgù or àbàgù 
 
Notes: it is not clear exactly what the sense of this word is, since it usually does not occur in isolation, but 
compounded with terms that are applied to particular species. However, it seems to be widespread in Benue-
Congo languages. 
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34. #-be patas monkey1 
Group Language Attestation Comment Source 
Yoruboid   
Akokoid Arigidi ɔbɔ COA
Edoid   
Igboid  
Nupoid Nupe ebe+ Ba
Plateau Mada bE# Pr
 Bu EbE RMB
 Rukul ì-bàŋ pl. i-baŋ RMB
Cross River  
Mambiloid Tep mbey Co
Bantu   
 
Commentary:  
 
Ref: Williamson 
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Monkey, Red-capped mangabey, Cercopithecus torquatus 
Defaka   
NK kpakóo  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị kpakóo id. Bruce Powell 
BL   
KI kpakóo ?  
NE kpáko  
Proto-I zọn *ɔpɔḱʊ ́  
AK   
BU ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
OP ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
OY ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
ET apɔʊ́ ́  
EO ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
BA ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
KL ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
AP ɔpɔʊ  
ID   
OG ɔpɔʊ  
GM ɔpɔʊ  
EG ɔpɔʊ  
WO ɔpɔ  
FU ɔpɔʊ  
AR ɔpɔʊ  
OB ɔpɔʊ  
OT apɔʊ  
OE apɔʊ́ ́  
ME apɔʊ́ ́  
KU apɔʊ́ ́  
KB apɔ ́  
WT ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
ON apɔʊ́ ́  
IK apɔʊ́ ́  
EK   
KO ɔpɔʊ́ ́  
GB ɔpɔḱʊ ́  
OR   
AT   
BI jáwé ?  
   

 
Notes: the form *ɔpɔḱʊ ́ covers the Ịzọn-speaking area but is replaced at the eastern end of its range by 
kpakóo. Strangely, only one lect still retains the intervocalic velar. No forms are recorded for Defaka. The 
kpakóo form also occurs in Central Delta and is scattered elsewhere. 
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Monkey, Olive colobus, Procolobus verus 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE  ege-ọb ụgọ 
Proto-I zọn *osíkósiko  
AK   
BU   
OP osíkósiko  
OY osikosíko  
ET osíkósikoó  
EO osíkósíko  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG osíkósíko  
WO osikosíko  
FU osikosikó  
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME esíkósiko  
KU osíkósikó  
KB   
WT osíósío CBP confirm pron 
ON   
IK osúkósukó/ 

osíkósikó 
 

EK   
KO osíósío  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
   

 
Notes: the form *osíkósiko appears to be reconstructible to Proto-Ịzọn, while eastern Ịjọ have forms like 
ege-ọbụgọ. Central Delta (Ogbia) and Delta Edoid both also have *osíkósiko, suggesting loans into these 
languages. 
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Niger Delta Red Colobus, Procolobus badius epieni 
Defaka  
  
NK  
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab arị  
BL  
KI  
NE  
AK  
BU  
OP  
OY  
ET  
EO epienĩ ́
BA epíénĩ ́
KL  
AP epíénĩ ́
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU  
AR  
OB  
OT  
OE  
ME epíéni 
KU  
KB  
WT  
ON  
IK  
EK  
KO  
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
  

 
Notes: the Niger Delta red colobus is a relatively recent discovery, zoologically speaking, and recorded 
names are thus rather sketchy. Nonetheless, epíéní appears to be widespread within Ịzọn, probably justifying 
a recontruction at that level. The full distribution of the species is not known. 
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MONKEY, WHITE-NOSED GUENON 
Defaka   
Proto-Ịjọ *akãã́  
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE akã ́  
AK akãã́  
BU akã ́  
OP akã ́  
OY akã  
ET akãã ́  
EO akã ́  
BA akã ́  
KL   
AP akã ́  
ID   
OG   
GM akã  
EG akã  
WO akã  
FU   
AR akã  
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME akã  
KU   
KB   
WT akã CBP from Agbere T?
ON   
IK akãã ́  
EK   
KO akãã ́  
GB akã ́  
OR   
AT akã ́  
BI akɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
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guenon 
monkey 

monkey  

Group Language Attestation Comment Source 
Igboid Owere ŋwɪ!́ká COA 
Nupoid Nupe Ba 
Plateau Horom cèm i-cem RMB 
Tarokoid Tarok ìsöm LB 
 Pe ikee RMB 
 Yaŋkam kim RMB 
Jukunoid Ashuku kã Sh 
Dakoid Nnakenyare kéém BF 
Mambiloid Ba car Co 
Bantu  PB -kíma  
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Sclater's Guenon, Cercopithecus sclateri 
 
Nembe kẹké-ọb ụgọ 
Etiama kẹké-ọb ụgọ 
Eguama kẹké-ọb ụgọ 
 
Notes: only the few citations given above exist for this species, although it is better attested in neighbouring 
languages. 
 



625 

White-throated Guenon, Cercopithecus erythrogaster 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP akɛḱɛ,́ kɛɣ́ɛ ́?  
OY akɛkɛ  
ET akɛkɛ ́  
EO ɛkɛḱɛ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɛkɛḱɛ ́  
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG ɛkɛkɛ   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME akɛkɛ  
KU akɪkɛ ?  
KB   
WT ɛkɛkɛ CBP confirm pron
ON akɛkɛ  
IK akɛkɛ ́  
EK   
KO ɔkɛkɛ/́ɛkɛkɛ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
   

 
Notes:  
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Mona monkey, Cercopithecus mona 
Defaka    
Proto-Ịjọ    
East Ịjọ    
NK    
BD    
Ịb anị    
Kalab arị amũ  CBP confirm pron 
BL    
KI    
NE    
AK    
I�zọn    
BU    
OP  kɪḿɪ ̃ ́ɔbʊgɔ ɪzɔ̃ ́bʊgɔ id?? 
OY amṹ   
ET    
EO amṹ,   ɪzɔ ́ɔbʊgɔ id?? 
BA owéí ámṹ   
KL    
AP amṹ   
ID amũ   
OG    
GM    
EG    
WO    
FU    
AR amũ   
OB    
OT amũ  ("male") 
OE    
ME amũ   
KU  kɪḿɪ ̃ ́bʊkɔ  
KB    
WT  kɪḿɪ ̃ ́bʊgɔ CBP confirm pron 
ON  kɪḿɪ ̃ ́bʊgɔ  
IK  kɛḿɛ̃ ́ɓʊǵɔ  
EK    
KO  kɪḿɪ ̃ ́bʊgɔ ́  
GB  owéí bʊgɔ ́ ?? ɪzɔ̃ ́bʊgɔ ́id?? 
OR    
AT    
BI  bũ-hṹ-kpũ CBP 
   ɪzɔ̃ ́bʊgɔ ́ seems to contrast with kɪḿɪ ̃ ́bʊgɔ ́in OP.

 
Notes: the *amũ  root appears to be reconstructible for proto-Ịjọ despite its replacement at the western end 
by forms meaning ‘true monkey’. *amũ is apparently not attested outside Ịjọ, making it a lexical innovation 
for the group. 
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Tantalus Monkey, Cercopithecus tantalus 
NK   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT itóbókã ́ CBP confirm pron 
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO itóbókã ́ ‘destroys farm-

banks’ 
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
   
 
Notes: vernacular names for this species are sporadic only and it is difficult to drawn any conclusions 
without broader data. 
 
 



628 

MONKEY, VARIOUS 
NK   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ŋgɛŕɛ ́mɛ̃ńjɪ ́ɓʊḱɔ  

BL   
KI   
NE gbasɪ/kesi ɔɓʊgɔ  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG bɔlɔ-di-wei  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT éwéí, á↓mʊ̃,́ ékúé  
BI ojí  
Notes   
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MONTH 
Defaka   
NK akalú  
BD   
Ịb anị akalʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

akalʊ ́  

BL   
KI akalʊ ́  
NE ɔgɔńɔ-wei  
AK ɔgɔńɔ-woi  
BU ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wei  
OP ɔgɔńɔ̃í́  
OY agɔnɔ̃-́wei  
ET agɔnɛí  
EO ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wei  
BA ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
KL   
AP ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
ID ɔgɔnɔ-wéí  
OG ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
GM ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔwéí  
AR ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
OB ɔgɔnɔ-wéí  
OT   
OE agɔnɔ-wéi  
ME agɔnɔ-wéí  
KU agʊnɔ-yé  
KB agʊnɔ-yé  
WT agɔnɔ-yé  
ON agɔni-ye  
IK agɔneí  
EK ɔgɔnɛɪ ́  
KO ɔgɔneí = ɔgɔnɔ-yé  
GB ɔgɔnɛ̃ɪ́  
OR akalʊ ́  
AT ɪtɔnɪ-y ̰ɛ ̃  
BI tɔnʊ ̃  
Notes   
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MOON 
Defaka ɓãã́ ́ J 117 
   
BD NK akalú  
Ịb anị akalʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

akalʊ ́  

BL   
KI akalʊ ́  
NE ɔgɔńɔ-wei  
AK ɔgɔńɔ-woi  
BU ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wei  
OP ɔgɔńɔ̃í́  
OY agɔnɔ̃-́wei  
ET agɔnɛɪ ́  
EO ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wei  
BA ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
KL   
AP ɔgɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
ID ɔgɔnɔ-wéí  
OG ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
GM ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔnɔ-weí  
AR ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
OB ɔgɔnɔ-wéí  
OT   
OE agɔnɔ-wéi  
ME agɔnɔ-wéí  
KU agʊnɔ-yé  
KB tɔnɪ-yɛɛ,́ agʊnɔ-

yɛ ́
 

WT agɔnɔ-yé  
ON atɔnɪ-ye  
IK ɔgɔneí, atɔnɛí  
EK akalʊ ́  
KO akalʊ,́ tɔnɪ-yeé  
GB akalʊ ́  
OR akalʊ ́  
AT ɪtɔnɪ-y ̰ɛ ̃  
BI tɔnʊ ̃  
Notes *akalʊ 1  
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MOOR (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pí↓ká  
BD   
Ịb anị pí↓ɣé/pí↓é, káká  
Kalab a
rị 

kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  

BL   
KI kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  
NE kpɔ ́  
AK kpɔɔ́  
BU kɪǵáɪ ́  
OP kígáí  
OY kaka  
ET kígáí  
EO káká  
BA káká  
KL   
AP káká  
ID kaɣa/ kɪka  
OG kɪka  
GM kaka  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR kaka  
OB   
OT   
OE kɪkáɪ ́  
ME kɪkáɪ ́  
KU kɪkáɪ ́  
KB kɪḱáɪ ́  
WT kɪkáɪ ́  
ON kíkáí  
IK kíkáí  
EK   
KO káká  
GB káká  
OR káɪ  
AT árʊ ́kɔɔ́, kɔɔ  
BI kɛɛ́ ́  
Notes   
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MORNING 
Defaka   
NK mberi ɓie  
BD   
Ịb anị dede ɓíe  
Kalab a
rị 

dede  

BL   
KI dedeé  
NE ɓadéde, ɓaí-de  
AK ɓámɔ  
BU búdúu  
OP búdúu (pekẽ  
OY pekée, budúu  
ET pekéi  
EO bútúu peke/bɛlɛʊ  
BA bútúu, pekée  
KL   
AP pékéi  
ID pekéi, baláa  
OG pekéi  
GM baláɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bála  
AR bála (pekẽ  
OB pekéi  
OT   
OE pikéí  
ME pekéí  
KU píkéí  
KB píké  
WT pekéí  
ON pekéi  
IK pekée, baláa, budúu, 

* 
 

EK pekéi, baláa  
KO pekéi  
GB pekéi  
OR ɔnɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT amɪñɪ ̃zɪɪ́  
BI ãmbɪɗée  
Notes   
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MORTAR 
Defaka   
NK oku  
BD   
Ịb anị oku  
Kalab a
rị 

pʊm̃bʊ, mʊm̃bʊ  

BL   
KI mʊm̃bʊʊ ́  
NE okṹ  
AK okṹũ  
BU agbá, ɪgɪńã sã agba  
OP agbá  
OY agba, odo  
ET agbá  
EO agbá  
BA pʊḿbʊ ́  
KL   
AP agbá  
ID agba  
OG agba  
GM agba  
EG   
WO   
FU ogĩy ̰ɛ ̃,́ timĩ-yé  
AR ʊgɪɛ̃ ̃ ́  
OB okinẽ  
OT   
OE okinẽ  
ME okinẽ  
KU odó  
KB okinẽé, odó  
WT okinẽ, odó  
ON agbá, ódo  
IK utãŕã̃ ́titi agba  
EK temĩ-yé  
KO okunã,́ ukpúrúte, 

odó 
 

GB okunṹ, odó  
OR oku  
AT ódõ  
BI okunã, ódṍ  
Notes   
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MOSQUITO 
Defaka nɔ̃ḿ́ pɛyãã J 168 person-biter? 
NK tṹmgbóló  
BD   
Ịb anị átãḿgbóló  
Kalab a
rị 

tãḿgbóló  

BL   
KI tãḿgbóló  
NE otõmgbolo  
AK otõmgbolo  
BU otṍmgbóló  
OP otṍmgbóló  
OY otõmgbolo  
ET otṍmgbóló  
EO otṹmgbóló  
BA otṍmgbóló  
KL   
AP otṍmgbóló  
ID otogbolo/otũmgbolo  
OG otũmgbolo  
GM otõmgbolo  
EG   
WO   
FU otũmgbolo  
AR otugbolo  
OB otõmgbolo  
OT   
OE otṍmgbóló  
ME otṍmgbóló  
KU otṍmgbóló  
KB otṍmgbóló  
WT otṍmgbóló  
ON otṍmgbóló  
IK otṍmgbóló  
EK otṍmgbóló  
KO otṍmgbóló  
GB otṍmgbóló  
OR ótógbóló  
AT ótṍɓóló gb > ɓ 
BI ótómɓúló  
Notes *ɜtɜg̰bolo  
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MOTHER 
Defaka iziza(m) 

nãa 
J 185 TNRUni 
J 185 

NK nĩŋgi  
BD   
Ịb anị y ̰ĩŋgi  
Kalab a
rị 

y ̰ĩŋgi-ɓɔ, i y ̰ĩŋgi  

BL   
KI y ̰ẽŋgí  
NE y ̰ĩŋgí  
AK y ̰ĩŋ́ĩ  
BU y ̰ẽĩ́ ́  
OP y ̰ẽĩ́ ́  
OY y ̰ẽĩ ́  
ET y ̰ẽĩ ́  
EO y ̰ĩŋ́ĩ,́ nɛɛ̃ ̃́ ńɛ ̃  
BA y ̰ẽŋ́ĩ ́  
KL   
AP y ̰ĩŋ́ĩ ́  
ID y ̰ẽĩ  
OG zĩŋĩ, nẽẽ↓́nẽ ́  
GM y ̰ẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU y ̰ĩ, nɛɛ̃ ̃́ nɛ̃ ́  
AR y ̰ĩŋĩ, nẽẽ́nẽ ́  
OB ɛ y ̰ẽĩ́,́ nɪ ́n̰ɪ ̃  
OT   
OE y ̰ĩĩ  
ME y ̰ĩ  
KU y ̰ĩ, nẽẽ́  
KB y ̰ĩĩ,́ nẽnẽ/́nẽẽ́  
WT y ̰ĩ, ĩĩńẽ  
ON y ̰ẽĩ, nãnã ́  
IK y ̰ẽĩ ́  
EK y ̰ẽŋĩ ́  
KO y ̰ẽŋĩ,́ ínã  
GB y ̰ẽŋĩ ́  
OR y ̰ũ, y ̰ũ-ɓɔɔ́  
AT y ̰ũ-ɓɔ/nũũ-ɓɔɔ́, 

áyi/á↓yí 
 

BI ɲũ/y ̰ũ-ɓɔɔ́  
Notes y ̰ẽgi 1 BLR jinã, ninã his 

mother 
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MOTHER'S BROTHER 
Defaka   
NK i nẽŋgí nómborowei  
BD   
Ịb anị i yiŋgí nṹmbórú ówu-tʊwɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

i yiŋgi mɪñã-́ɓɔ, *  

BL   
KI yẽŋgi mɪñã-ɓɔ ́  
NE yiŋgí mʊñã 0wei, yaɓɪ-́ɓɔ, *  
AK yabi-wói  
BU yábɪ ́  
OP yẽĩ́ ́bunã owei, yábí  
OY owei yabɪ,́ yabɪ ́  
ET yábɛ ́ówei ?  
EO yĩŋ́í bʊńõwei, yábɪ ́  
BA ɛ yẽŋ́í bʊnãwei, ɛ yábɪ ́  
KL   
AP yĩŋ́í bɪńãẃei, yábɪ ́  
ID  ɛ y ̰ẽĩ kɛńɪ ̃y ̰ẽĩ-bɔ owei, *  
OG ɛ zábɪ  
GM ɛ yẽĩ́ mɔ ̃kɛnɪ ̃yẽĩ-́bɔ owei,  
EG   
WO   
FU yabɪ, e yĩŋ́í bʊnã owei  
AR yabɪ  
OB ɛ yẽĩ́ ́bɪnã-wwei, yabɪ  
OT   
OE y ̰ĩĩ kɛnɪ ̃(y ̰ĩĩ)-bɔ owei, *  
ME yabɪ ́(owei)  
KU nẽé/ e y ̰ĩ kɛńɪ ̃y ̰ĩ-bowei  
KB e y ̰ĩĩ kɛńdabowei  
WT   
ON nãnã ́bɪnã owei, yábɪ ́  
IK i y ̰ẽĩ ɓinɔw̃eí, yábí  
EK i yẽŋĩ bɪńã ́ówéí  
KO ínã kɛnɪ ̃daʊ/yẽŋĩ-bɔ owei  
GB i yẽŋĩ bɪńãẃéí  
OR inĩ ́yṹ-ɓɔ bʊnã owei  
AT nĩãyí ɗúmerẽ  
BI e nyú/yṹ dúmerẽ-ɓɔ, *  
Notes   
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MOTHER'S SISTER 
Defaka   
NK i nẽŋgí nómbaara  
BD   
Ịb anị i yiŋgí nṹmbórú  
Kalab a
rị 

i yiŋgi mɪñã-́ɓɔ, *  

BL   
KI yẽŋgi mɪñã-ɓɔ  
NE yiŋgí mʊñã-ara, yaɓɪ-́ara  
AK yabi-ára  
BU yẽĩ́ ́ɓʊnã-ara  
OP yẽĩ́ ́bʊnã ɛrɛ  
OY ere yabɪ ́  
ET i y ̰ẽĩ mɔ̃ ́kɛni y ̰ẽĩ-ɓɔ-ara, *  
EO yĩŋ́í bʊńã-ara  
BA ɛ yẽŋ́í bʊnãra, ɛ yẽŋĩ  
KL   
AP yĩŋ́í bɪńãraʊ  
ID e y ̰ẽĩ kɛńɪ ̃y ̰ẽĩ-bɔ-ara  
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɛ yĩŋ́ĩ bʊnã-araʊ  
AR y ̰ĩŋĩ  
OB ɛ yẽĩ́ ́bɪnã-araʊ  
OT   
OE y ̰ĩĩ kɛnɪ ̃(y ̰ĩĩ)-bɔ-araʊ, *  
ME yabɪ(́-araʊ ̃  
KU nẽé kɛnɪ ̃y ̰ĩ-baara  
KB e y ̰ĩĩ kɛńdabara  
WT   
ON nãnã ́bɪnã araʊ  
IK i y ̰ẽĩ ɓɪnãrá, yábɪ-́ara ?  
EK i yẽŋĩ bɪńã-́áráʊ ́  
KO ínã kɛnɪ ̃daʊ-bɔ-araʊ  
GB i yẽŋĩ bɪńãŕáʊ ́  
OR inĩ ́yṹ-ɓɔ bʊnã ere  
AT nɪã̃ yí ɗúmãra  
BI e nyú/yṹ dʊḿãrã̃-ɓɔ, *  
Notes   
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MOTHER-IN-LAW 
Defaka   
NK i jié nĩŋ́gi (F)  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ taá yíŋgi (M)  
Kalab a
rị 

i yiŋgi, aram yiŋgi-
ɓɔ 

 

BL   
KI ɪ ta yẽŋgí (M)  
NE fuá-ara (M,F)  
AK huára  
BU fúára (M), zéí y ̰ẽĩ 

(F) 
 

OP inẽ ́ fu ɛrɛ (M), yéí 
y ̰ẽĩ (F) 

 

OY fuwó-araʊ  
ET fúó-ara  
EO fúwó-ára (M),*  
BA ɛy yáfuru (M), *  
KL   
AP fúó-áraʊ (M), *  
ID ɛ yáforo  
OG ɛ yáforo  
GM ɛ yáforo  
EG   
WO   
FU yaforo  
AR ɛ yáfuro  
OB yaforo, fuo-araʊ  
OT   
OE yafóró  
ME fo-áraʊ, ɛ/ɛnɛ 

yafóró 
 

KU eyaforo  
KB fu-ára (M), e yei yií 

(F) 
 

WT ɛnɪ ̃fu-ára  
ON fú-áraʊ (M), yéí y ̰ẽĩ 

(F) 
 

IK fóó-ara  
EK fúó-áraʊ  
KO yáfóró, fúó-araʊ  
GB fúó-áraʊ, yaforó  
OR fúɜ ́yṹũ  
AT (ɪỹafúro  
BI ɪ yáfúróo  
Notes   
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MOULD (FUFU) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK óɓolo  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛŋ́gɛlɛ,́ kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kpó↓ó  

BL   
KI kpó↓ó  
NE kpó  
AK kpóo  
BU kpó  
OP   
OY kpoó  
ET   
EO kpʊḱpʊĺʊ ́  
BA kpo: imĩḿɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP mʊʊ̃̃́ ĺʊ ́  
ID kpoo, tɛlɛ-mɔ  
OG kpoo, tɛlɛ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kpoo  
AR kpo  
OB kpoo, tɛlɛ-mɔ  
OT   
OE kpoó  
ME temĩ  
KU kpuuruu  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK yábálá  
KO kpó  
GB yábálá  
OR dáɪ-̃daɪ ̃  
AT dáʊ ́  
BI yɛɓ́á  
Notes *kpoo 3  
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MOUNT (ANIMAL, BIKE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK tándí  
BD   
Ịb anị tãndɪ/́tanjɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kpɔ↓́lɪ ́  

BL   
KI tanjɪ,́ ɓʊḱɔ↓́lɔ ́  
NE ɓʊgɔlɔ ́  
AK ɓugɔĺɔ  
BU gbánã,́ léí  
OP léí, gbánãí́  
OY gbanãɪ́, leí ?  
ET leí  
EO léí  
BA léí  
KL   
AP uwóú  
ID leí  
OG (ĩleí  
GM leí  
EG   
WO   
FU leí  
AR ugou  
OB owou  
OT   
OE leí, owóú  
ME owóú, sʊɔ ́  
KU owóú, bɪɔ́ʊ́ ́  
KB bíɔ,́ leí ?  
WT bɪɔ,́ gbanãɪ ́  
ON gbanã,́ leí  
IK leí  
EK desí gbanãɪ ́  
KO uwóú, gbanãɪ ́  
GB gbanãɪ́ ́  
OR bɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
AT bɪ ̃ ́  
BI bɪýɔ ́  
Notes   
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MOUNTAIN 
Defaka anãa J 107 
NK opu anãĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị ígú  
Kalab a
rị 

ígú  

BL   
KI tʊńdʊ ́  
NE tundu, opú tundu  
AK hogi-yo tundu  
BU túnṹ  
OP túndú  
OY ʊdɔʊ  
ET ɔɗɔú́  
EO túnṹ  
BA túnṹ  
KL   
AP túnṹ  
ID ogũ ɔgɔnɔ, sɔʊ paa 

kiri 
 

OG kpoŋgbo  
GM kpuke  
EG   
WO   
FU ukpeke, ukuré  
AR kuré  
OB ugṹ ɔǵɔńɔ̃ ́  
OT   
OE ogṹ  
ME ogṹ  
KU ogṹ  
KB ogṹ  
WT ogṹ  
ON ogú  
IK ogú  
EK ugú (ɔǵɔńɔ̃)́  
KO opu ugú  
GB ugú ɔǵɔńɔ̃ ́  
OR ɔɗ́ɔ ́  
AT kɪśɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BI ogṹ  
Notes   
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MOURN (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ḿkpé ɓáa  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ-ɓɔ owú, dʊá du  
Kalab a
rị 

kururú  

BL   
KI kururú  
NE kurúru  
AK kururúu  
BU kúrúrú, gó  
OP   
OY duu  
ET   
EO   
BA dúú  
KL   
AP dúú  
ID du  
OG du  
GM you  
EG   
WO   
FU duu  
AR du  
OB dúú  
OT   
OE duú  
ME duú  
KU yóú  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dúú  
KO yóú, kʊńʊ̃ ́  
GB dúú  
OR kurúru  
AT ósṍ  
BI ósó  
Notes *kururu 5?  
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Dormouse spp. Huet's Dormouse, Graphiurus hueti, Common African Dormouse, Graphiurus murinus 
The two species of dormouse have a similar name, *efefein, but data in Ịjọ is too sparse to conclude 
anything about the term. 
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Pygmy Flying Squirrel, Idiurus macrotis 
 
The name given for this species in a number of lects (see table) is a name for a snake sp. in Kolokuma. 
clearly one or the other is wrong 
 
 

Bulou-Orua tịnpalị 
Eriama tịnpalị 
Kunou tịnpalị 
Okumbiri tịnpalị 
Ogbosuwari tịnpalị 
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\"MOUSE" 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɪnkɪápɪ  

BL   
KI   
NE wẽḿbe  
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY agbɔnʊ̃ ́oke  
ET   
EO ɔgbɔńʊ̃ ́oke:  
BA ɔgbɔnʊ̃ ́oke  
KL   
AP   
ID ɔgbʊńʊk̃ɪ  
OG ɔgbʊńʊk̃ɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE agbʊnʊ ̃oke  
ME  check alignment 
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON agbʊńʊ ̃oke  
IK agbʊńʊ ̃oke  
EK agbɔnɔ  
KO   
GB   
OR ɔgbʊńʊ ̃  
AT   
BI   
Notes   
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MOUTH 
Defaka ɓɪɪ́ ́ J 6  Defaka -p- > 

0 
NK ɓéɓé  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪṕɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪṕɪ ́  
NE ɓɪɓɪ  
AK ɓɛɓɛ  
BU ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́  
OP bɛb́ɛ ́  
OY bɪbɪ  
ET ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EO bɪb́ɪ ́  
BA bɪb́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP bɪb́ɪ ́  
ID bɪbɪ  
OG bɪbɪ  
GM bɪbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪbɪ  
AR bɪbɪ  
OB bɪbɪ  
OT   
OE bɪbɪ ́  
ME bɪbɪ ́  
KU bɪbɪ ́  
KB bɪb́ɛ ́?  
WT bɪbɪ ́  
ON bɛb́ɛ ́  
IK ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EK bɪb́ɪ ́  
KO bɪb́ɪ ́  
GB bɪb́ɪ ́  
OR ɓɔḱɔlɔ  
AT bʊḱɔĺɪ  
BI bʊḱɔĺʊʊ́  
Notes * ɓɪpɪ 2  
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MOUTH-ORGAN 
Defaka   
NK ɓéɓé óforo-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔnʊñʊ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔnʊñʊ̃,́ ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́ɔńʊ̃ńʊ ̃  

BL   
KI ɔnʊñʊ̃/́ɔnʊñʊ ̃?  
NE ɓɪɓɪ ɔnʊñʊ ̃  
AK ɓɛɓɛ ɛkpɛtɛ  
BU ɓɪb́ɪ ́ákpɛt́ɛ/́ɛḱpɛt́ɛ ́  
OP bɪb́ɪ ́ákpɛt́ɛ ́  
OY bɪbɪ akpɛdɛ  
ET ɓɛɓ́ɛ ́ákpɛt́ɛ ́  
EO bɪb́ɪ ́ákpátá  
BA bɪb́ɪ ́ákpátá  
KL   
AP akpátá, bɪb́ɪ ́ákpátá  
ID bɪbɪ ɛkpɛtɛ  
OG akpɛdɛ  
GM bɪbɪ akpata  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪbɪ akpata  
AR beké akpata  
OB bɪbɪ akpɛdɛ  
OT   
OE akpɛd́ɛ ́  
ME akpɛd́ɛ ́  
KU egbilegbíle ?  
KB   
WT   
ON bɛb́ɛ ́ákpɛd́ɛ ́  
IK akpɛd́ɛ ́  
EK ɛkpɛd́ɛ ́  
KO bɪb́ɪ ́ɛḱpɛt́ɛ ́  
GB ɛkpɛt́ɛ ́  
OR ɔnɛnɛ  
AT ófúró-yíi  
BI ákpátá  
Notes   
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MUD 
Defaka   
NK opɔtɔɣɔ, ogbɔtɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị átʊmãá  
Kalab a
rị 

lɪka  

BL   
KI ɔṕɔt́ɔḱɔ,́ íbó  
NE ɔtʊḿɔ, ɔtɪkɔkɔ,́ lɪká  
AK ɔtɔkɔ  
BU ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
OP ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
OY atɔkɔ/́atɔɔ ́  
ET atɔḱɔ ́  
EO ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
BA ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
ID ɔtɔḱɔ,́ ɔtɔɣ́ɔ ́  
OG ɔtɔḱɔ  
GM ɔtɔḱɔ kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU banã ́  
AR ɔkpɔtɔ ́  
OB ɔtɔkɔ  
OT   
OE atɔʊ́,́ dibí  
ME atɔʊ́  
KU pʊdɔ-pʊd́ɔ  
KB apɪd́ɪ, aduú  
WT atɔʊ́/atɔḱɔ  
ON atɔḱɔ,́ ãmbátá átɔḱɔ ́  
IK ɔtɔḱɔ  
EK ɔtɔḱɔ  
KO pɔtɔ-pɔt́ɔ, obúdú  
GB ɔtɔḱɔ  
OR ɔṕɔt́ɔḱɔ ́  
AT ɪpɪtɛ  
BI ɪṕɪt́ɪɪ́  
Notes   
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MUD (A WALL) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓúlɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊĺɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊĺɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊĺɔ ́  
NE ɓʊlɔ, (ɔtʊḿã) 

kigi/gbẽĩ 
 

AK gbɛ ̃  
BU ɓʊĺɔ ́?  
OP   
OY gbɪ ̃  
ET   
EO gbɪ ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɔtɔḱɔ ́tʊa  
ID gbẽĩ  
OG gbẽĩ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU gbɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR   
OB gbɛɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK gbɪ ̃ ́  
KO wárɪ ́gbẽĩ́  
GB gbɛɪ́ ́  
OR wárɪ ́gbée  
AT gbéí  
BI gbẽĩ́ ́  
Notes   
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MUSK SHREW 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE isu,  
AK   
BU ʊsṹ  
OP ɔsɔ̃ ́  
OY ʊsʊ ̃  
ET   
EO ʊsʊ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME  check alignment 
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO ɔsɔ̃ ́ ʊsʊ̃ ́� 
GB ʊsʊ̰́ ́  
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



651 

NAIL (METAL) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị túlú  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿgbɔ,́ ntaɪ sɪ-̃árɪ  

BL   
KI cúrú  
NE turu  
AK túru  
BU túrú  
OP túrú  
OY turu  
ET túrú  
EO túrú, pɛɣ́ɛŕʊ <Portuguese 
BA péɣɛŕʊ  
KL   
AP túrú  
ID pɛɛŕʊ  
OG pɛrɛḱʊ  
GM pɛɛŕʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛɛŕʊ  
AR ɛpɛŕʊ  
OB ipɛɛrʊ ́  
OT   
OE turú, apʊrʊdʊ  
ME turú, apʊrʊdʊ ́  
KU túrú  
KB túrú  
WT turú  
ON túrú  
IK túrú  
EK túrú  
KO túrú  
GB túrú  
OR igu  
AT ogũ  
BI igu  
Notes   
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NAIL (BODY) 
Defaka ámẽḿẽ ́ J 19 
NK ḿmẽḿẽ,́ (ḿmɛ̃ḿɛ̃)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ímĩḿẽ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ínṹmẽ ́  

BL   
KI ínĩḿɛ̃ ́  
NE imeme  
AK imeme  
BU imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
OP imĩḿẽĩ́ ́  
OY imimii  
ET imĩḿẽĩ́ ́  
EO imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
BA imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
ID imemẽĩ  
OG imimi/imimẽĩ  
GM imimi  
EG   
WO   
FU imemẽĩ/imimi  
AR imimi  
OB imemẽĩ  
OT   
OE emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
ME emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KU emĩḿẽĩ́ ́  
KB emĩḿĩ ́  
WT emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
ON emẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
IK imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
EK imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
KO imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
GB imẽḿẽĩ́ ́  
OR ímĩḿĩ ́  
AT ímĩḿĩ ́  
BI émĩḿĩ ́  
Notes *imemẽĩ  
 



653 

NAIL (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓákú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓáɣʊ/́ɓáʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓákʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓákʊ ́  
NE kasɪ ́  
AK káhɛ ?  
BU káɪ ́  
OP káí  
OY kaɪ ́  
ET káí  
EO káɣɪ ́  
BA káɣɪ ́  
KL   
AP káɪ ́  
ID kagɪ  
OG kakɪ  
GM kakɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kakɪ  
AR kakɪ  
OB kaɪ  
OT   
OE kaɪ ́  
ME kaɪ ́  
KU káɪ ́  
KB famʊʊ̃̃,́ káɪ ́  
WT kaɪ ́  
ON káí  
IK káí  
EK káɪ,́ kásɪ ́  
KO káɪ ́  
GB kákɪ ́  
OR káʊ ́  
AT kpɔ ́  
BI kpɔɔ́  
Notes   
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NAME 
Defaka ɪt́á J 175 Defaka t = IJ 

r 
NK írɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛŕɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɛŕɛ ́  
NE ɛrɛ/ɪrɛ  
AK ɛrɛ  
BU ɛŕɛ ́  
OP ɛŕɛ ́  
OY ɛrɛ  
ET ɛŕɛ ́  
EO ɛŕɛ ́  
BA ɛŕɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɛŕɛ ́  
ID ɛrɛ  
OG ɛrɛ  
GM ɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛrɛ  
AR ɛrɛ  
OB ɛrɛ  
OT   
OE arɛ ́  
ME arɪ ́  
KU arɪ ́  
KB arɛ ́  
WT arɪ ́  
ON ɛŕɛ ́  
IK ɛŕɛ ́  
EK ɛŕɛ ́  
KO ɛrɛ ́  
GB ɛrɛ ́  
OR ɛŕɛ ́  
AT árá  
BI árɛ ́  
Notes *ɪrɛ 2 **ɪt́ɛ ́  t > r 

cf. forget 
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NAPE 
Defaka   
NK kɔŋgɔ obudu  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔŋgɔ ɔɓʊd́ʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔŋgɔ ɔɓʊ-́
jʊʊ/́ɔɓʊḱʊlɔ 

 

BL   
KI kɔŋgɔ ĩmgbeé  
NE kɔŋgɔ ́tugu  
AK gɔmɔ ̃tõŋu  
BU tóṹ ĩmgbe  
OP tóṹ ↓ĩḿgbé  
OY tõṹ ĩmgbe  
ET bíséí  
EO amã ́ bɛńɪ ̃ḿɔ̃,́ toũ 

émgbe 
 

BA bísóú  
KL   
AP ĩmgbé  
ID kɔŋ̃ɔ ̃tú  
OG ʊgbɔ, 

kɔlʊǵbɔ/kɔlɪǵbɔ 
 

GM ɔkɔkɔlɔ tú  
EG   
WO   
FU bisou  
AR ɔrʊ  
OB kɔlɔǵbɔ  
OT   
OE kɔlɪ  
ME tɪbɪ ́ɔḱɔĺɪ ́  
KU kɔlɪgbɔ ́  
KB kʊɔ ̃busuú  
WT toũ ɪm̃gbɪ ́  
ON kɔ ̃toũ  
IK toũ ĩmgbeé  
EK kɔŋ̃ɔ ̃busóú  
KO kɔ ̃busóú  
GB toũŋgboú  
OR ɛkɔlɪɓa  
AT kɔ ̃abʊʊ́  
BI gbɔ̃ ́  
Notes   
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NARROW, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kɔŕɔ-́kɔŕɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị kpápʊŕʊ,́ ɪŕʊ,́ kálá, *  
Kalab a
rị 

kpasɪ ́  

BL   
KI kpá↓rʊ ́  
NE kpátɪ  
AK kpáti, giɔri  
BU záʊ,́ gɔŕɔ-́gɔŕɔ ́  
OP gbábʊ ́  
OY gʊbáɪ, gbabʊʊ́ ́  
ET gbabʊʊ ́  
EO dɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA kpásʊ,́ lɔí  
KL   
AP pẽĩ́ ́  
ID gbabʊ ́  
OG gbabʊ ́  
GM gbabʊ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU gʊbaɪ,́ ɔlɔlɔɔ́  
AR gʊbaɪ ́  
OB gbabʊ ́  
OT   
OE gbabʊ ́  
ME gbabʊʊ ́  
KU gbabɪ ́  
KB zaá, gbabʊrʊʊ́  
WT za, gɔŕɔŕɔɔ́ ́  
ON gbabʊʊ́  
IK zaʊ,́ gɔŕɔ-́gɔŕɔ ́  
EK gʊgʊrʊʊ́  
KO gbabʊɪ ́  
GB gɪɔ́ʊ́,́ gbabʊ ́  
OR kpaɓʊʊ́  
AT gbaɓʊ,́ vʊ̃ ́  
BI gbáárʊ ́  
Notes   
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NAVEL 
Defaka ísóró J 16 
NK ḿbú  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿbú  
Kalab a
rị 

ómbú  

BL   
KI ɓʊlɔ ĩmbuú  
NE ombu  
AK ombu  
BU ĩmbú  
OP ombú  
OY ũmbu  
ET ombú  
EO ũmbú, kútú  
BA kútú  
KL   
AP kútú  
ID kudu, ombú  
OG kudu  
GM kudu  
EG   
WO   
FU kutu  
AR kutu  
OB ũmbú  
OT   
OE ombú  
ME ombú  
KU ẽmbú  
KB ẽmbú  
WT ẽmbú  
ON ombú  
IK ũmbú  
EK ũmbú  
KO ũmbú  
GB ũmbú  
OR íbú  
AT íbú  
BI ímbú  
Notes *ĩbu  
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NEAR, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kpai-kpai  
BD   
Ịb anị kíkíá  
Kalab a
rị 

kpékí  

BL   
KI kpékí  
NE kekía  
AK kekíya  
BU píĩ, kɪḱɔɔ́ ́  
OP pĩ,́ pálɪ,́ pálɪḿɔ̃ ́  
OY piĩ,́ piíĩ ?  
ET piĩ ́  
EO pẽĩ́ ́  
BA pẽĩ́,́ kpɛɪ́ḱpɛɪ́  
KL   
AP pẽĩ́ ́  
ID nãɪ ̃  
OG kpɛɪ-kpɛɪ́  
GM kpɛɪ-kpɛɪ́ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU kpɛɪ-kpɛɪ́ ́  
AR kpɛɪ-kpɛɪ  
OB nãɪ ̃  
OT   
OE nãɪ ̃ ́  
ME nãɪ ̃ ́  
KU nãɪ ̃  
KB palɪɪ ́  
WT palɪɪ,́ nãɪ́ ̃ ́  
ON palɪ, piĩ ́  
IK piĩ ́  
EK piĩ,́ palɪ ́  
KO palɪɪ ́  
GB palɪ↓́ɪ ́  
OR kpʊʊ́  
AT pĩ,́ álá-↓á  
BI nɛɛ̃ ̃́ ńɛ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



659 

NECK 
Defaka omũ J 12 
NK kɔŋgɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔŋgɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔŋgɔ  

BL   
KI kɔŋgɔɔ ́  
NE kɔŋgɔ ́  
AK gɔmɔ  
BU pɔʊ́ ́tuu, ofó  
OP pɔɔ́ ́↓túú, kɔ̃ ́↓bísé  
OY kɔɔ̃̃ ́(tuũ  
ET kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EO pɔɔ túɣu  
BA kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃ʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP búsóú  
ID kɔɔ́ ̃  
OG kɔŋ̃ɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM kɔɔ́ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bisou  
AR bisou, pɔɔ́/̃p ɔŋ̃ɔ ̃

túɣu 
 

OB kɔɔ́ ̃  
OT   
OE kɔɔ́ ̃  
ME kɔ ̃  
KU kʊɔ́ ̃  
KB kʊɔ́ ̃  
WT kɔ ̃  
ON kɔ ̃  
IK kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK kɔŋ̃ɔ̃  
KO kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
GB kɔŋ̃ɔʊ̰̃ ́  
OR kɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT kɔɔ́,̃ gbɔʊ̃ ̃  
BI ɪĺátɛɛ́  
Notes *kɔg̃ɔʊ 1  
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NECKLACE: BEAD 
Defaka   
NK pɔkɔ túa-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị pʊɔ sʊá́-nyɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔkɔ sʊa-yé  

BL   
KI pʊkɔ cʊa-yeé: ɪĺá  
NE pɔgɔ ́tʊa ɪla/-ye: ɪla  
AK gɔmɔ ̃tua-ye: ila  
BU pɔʊ́ ́tú tʊa-ye: ɪlá  
OP pɔ ́tua ɪla: ɪĺá ?  
OY kɔɔ̃̃ ́tʊwa-ye  
ET kɔ ̃tua-yií  
EO pɔ ́tʊá́-ye: ɪlá  
BA Kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃ tʊá́-ye, *  
KL   
AP búsóú tʊá́-yé  
ID pɔɔ ̃tʊá́-ye: ila, bɔĺɔ ́  
OG pɔɔ ̃tʊá-ye: ɪla, ibɔĺɔ ́  
GM kɔɔ ̃tʊá́-ye: ila, ibɔlɔ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU bisou tʊá́ dii: ɪlá, 

ibɔlɔ ́
 

AR pɔɣɔ tú tʊá ye  
OB kɔ ̃ sóólo ɪla: ɪla, 

ibɔĺɔ ́
 

OT   
OE pɔɔ ̃ tʊa-ye: ɛlá, 

ɛbɔlɔ 
 

ME kɔ ̃tʊa ye  
KU kɔ ̃tʊa ɪlá  
KB kʊɔ ̃tʊa yɛ ́  
WT kɔ ̃tʊa yí  
ON kɔ ̃tua-yi  
IK kɔ ̃tua-ɪlaá  
EK kɔŋ̃ɔ ̃ɪlá: ɪlá, ɪbɔlɔ ́  
KO kɔ ̃ɪgbá/tʊá ɪla: *  
GB kɔŋ̃ɔ ̃ɪlá  
OR kɔ ̃wɛĺa  
AT kɔ ̃ɪláa  
BI ɪĺá, cɪńɪ ̃ɪ́, pɔɔ táá-

yée 
 

Notes *ɪla 2  
 



661 

NEEDLE 
Defaka ɪĺá↓gá J 84 
NK ílágá  
BD   
Ịb anị alágá  
Kalab a
rị 

lágá  

BL   
KI lágá  
NE ɓɪtɛ ́gbẽĩ-ye, laga  
AK laga  
BU anẽṹ́/anóṹ  
OP nẽṹ́  
OY nõũ  
ET nóṹ  
EO nẽṹ́  
BA nóṹ, nẽṹ́  
KL   
AP nẽṹ́  
ID nõũ  
OG nõũ  
GM inõũ  
EG   
WO   
FU inĩṹ  
AR bɪdɛ gbẽĩ́-́ye  
OB nõũ  
OT   
OE no ̰̰ṹ  
ME no ̰̰ṹ  
KU bɪdɛ gbẽĩ-yé  
KB enóṹ  
WT no ̰̰ṹ  
ON nóṹ  
IK nóṹ  
EK lágá  
KO nóṹ, lágá  
GB láá  
OR lágá  
AT lágá  
BI lɪḱá  
Notes *ɪlaka ? 2 ?PWS #-gan- Pfeil 
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NET, CAST- 
Defaka   
NK waɣu mgbɔɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ↓́gbɔ,́ waɪ ɪgbɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́gbɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɪ↓́gbɔ ́  
NE ɪkɔ, kokobí, ɛkɛrɛ ́  
AK igbɔɔ́: gbɛmɛ ígbɔ  
BU ɪgbɔ ́  
OP ɪgbɔ ́  
OY gbɪmɔ̃-́ʊgbɔ  
ET ɛgbɔ ́  
EO ʊgbɔ ́  
BA ʊgbɔ ́  
KL   
AP ʊgbɔ ́  
ID obirikí  
OG obirikí  
GM obirikí  
EG   
WO   
FU obirikí  
AR obirikí  
OB obirikí  
OT   
OE obirikí, ɔgbɔ ́  
ME obirikí  
KU ʊgbɔ/́ɔgbɔ ́  
KB ɔgbɔ,́ obirikí  
WT egbɔ ́  
ON ɪgbɔ ́  
IK ɪgbɔ ́  
EK ɪgbɔ̃ ́  
KO ɪgbɔ ́  
GB ɪgbɔ ́  
OR ɔzʊgɔrɪ ́  
AT ɔsʊkʊrʊ  
BI ɪgbɔ ́  
Notes *ɪgbɔ 3? 4?  
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NEW MOON 
Defaka   
NK áyá akalu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪẃɔ ́akalʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪẃɔ ́akalʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɪẃɔ ́ákálʊ ́  
NE ɪwɔ ɔgɔńɔ-wei  
AK iwɔ ɔgɔnɔ-woi  
BU ayá ɔǵɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
OP ayá ɔǵɔńɔ̃í́  
OY aya agɔnɔ-wei  
ET ayá agɔńẽí́  
EO ayá ɔǵɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
BA azá ɔǵɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
KL   
AP azá ɔǵɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
ID aya ɔgɔnɔ-wei  
OG aza ɔgɔnɔ-wei  
GM ajá ɔgɔnɔ-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU aza ɔgɔnõwei  
AR aja ɔgɔnɔ-wéi  
OB aya ɔgɔnɔ-wei  
OT   
OE ayá ágɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
ME ayá ágɔńɔ̃-́wéí  
KU ayá ágʊńɛ̃ýe  
KB ayá ágɔńɔ̃-́yɛ, *  
WT akalʊ ́ogbo  
ON ayá tɔńĩ-́yé  
IK ayá ágɔńẽĩ́, tɔńẽĩ́  
EK ayá ákálʊ ́  
KO ayá ákálʊ,́ tɔńɪ ̃ýé  
GB ayá ɔǵɔńẽí́/ákálʊ ́  
OR áyá akalʊ  
AT áyá ɪt́ɔńɪ ̃-́y ̰ɛɛ̃ ̃́   
BI áyá tɔńʊ̃ʊ́  
Notes   
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NEW, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka áyá J 248 
NK áyá  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪẃɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪẃɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɪẃɔ ́  
NE ɪwɔ  
AK iwɔ  
BU ayá  
OP ayá  
OY aya  
ET ayá  
EO ayá  
BA azá  
KL   
AP azá  
ID aya/aza  
OG aza  
GM aza  
EG   
WO   
FU aja  
AR aja  
OB aya  
OT   
OE ayá  
ME ayá  
KU ayá  
KB ayá  
WT ayá  
ON ayá  
IK ayá  
EK ayá  
KO ayá  
GB ayá  
OR áyá  
AT áyá  
BI áyá  
Notes *aja ? 2  
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NIGHT 
Defaka ɓĩĩ́ ́ J 120 
NK dẽĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị dí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗĩ ́  

BL   
KI ɗĩ ́  
NE nõĩ  
AK nõĩ  
BU ɗẽĩ́ ́  
OP dẽĩ́ ́  
OY dẽĩ  
ET ɗẽĩ́ ́  
EO dõ ́ĩ/́dúĩ ́  
BA dúĩ ́  
KL   
AP dúĩ ́  
ID dẽĩ  
OG dõĩ/dẽĩ  
GM dẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU dũĩ  
AR dõĩ  
OB dẽĩ  
OT   
OE dẽĩ ́  
ME dẽĩ ́  
KU dẽĩ́ ́  
KB dẽĩ́ ́  
WT dẽĩ́ ́  
ON dẽĩ́ ́  
IK ɗẽĩ́ ́  
EK dẽĩ́ ́  
KO dẽĩ́ ́  
GB dẽĩ́ ́  
OR ɗẽĩ́ ́  
AT ɗẽĩ́ ́  
BI dẽĩ́ ́  
Notes *ɗõĩ 2  
 



666 

NILE MONITOR/ “IGUANA” 
Defaka   
NK awaɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị gídi  
Kalab a
rị 

awakɪɓa or awawa?  CBP 

BL   
KI awakɪɓaá  
NE abedí  
AK ebédi/ibédi  
BU abédí  
OP abédí  
OY abedí  
ET abedií  
EO abédí  
BA abédí  
KL   
AP abédí  
ID abédí  
OG abedi  
GM abedi  
EG   
WO   
FU abedí  
AR abedi  
OB ábedí  
OT   
OE abedi  
ME abedi  
KU abedi  
KB abedi  
WT abedi  
ON abedi  
IK abedií  
EK abedí  
KO abedí  
GB abedí  
OR abedi ɜ- ? 
AT abedi  
BI abadɪ  
Notes *ɜbedi 1  
 



667 

Nine (COUNTING) 
Defaka túunẽĩ J 216 
NK ésíé, (ísíénĩ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ésíénẽ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ésénĩ ́  

BL ésénĩ ́  
KI ésénĩé́  
NE isẽĩ  
AK isẽ, isẽĩ  
BU isé  
OP isé  
OY isé  
ET isé  
EO isĩ/́isẽ ́  
BA isẽ ́  
KL   
AP isẽ ́  
ID isé  
OG isẽ  
GM isẽ  
EG   
WO   
FU isɛ ̃  
AR isɛ ̃  
OB ise  
OT   
OE esé/isé  
ME esé  
KU esé  
KB esé  
WT esé  
ON esé  
IK isé  
EK isé  
KO isé  
GB isé  
OR shíónĩ ́  
AT síónĩ,́ eyí karamã ́  
BI kanɪ ̃ ́fu oí  
Notes *isioni ?  
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Nine PEOPLE 
Defaka túunea J 216 
NK (ísíénĩá́)  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ésénĩá́  

BL   
KI ésénĩá́ wárɪ  
NE isenã  
AK isenã kɛḿɛ  
BU isénã ́  
OP   
OY isenã  
ET   
EO isínã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA isẽĩ́nã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID isenã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG isenã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM isenã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU isɛnã kɪmɪ ̃  
AR   
OB isenã kɪḿɪ ̰̃  
OT   
OE isénã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME isénã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK isénã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO isénã ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB isénã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃fa óyí  
AT kɪmɪ ̃ eyí karamã ́

kɛnɪ ̃ ́faá 
 

BI kanɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃ ́fu oí  
Notes   
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Nineteen 
Defaka gbɔŕɪ ́ile síi J 226 
NK gbɔŕɪ ́fa sí  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋgɛɛ ́fa sí  
Kalab a
rị 

gbéríyé fa sí  

BL gbéríyé fa sí  
KI gbɔŕɪ-́ye fa sí  
NE oyi isẽĩ fɪndɪ  
AK oyi isẽĩ hɛndɛ  
BU óí ísé fɪnɪ, *  
OP óí isé fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OY oi isɛ ̃fɪńɪ  
ET óí esé fɛńɛ̃ ́  
EO óí ísĩ ́fɪńɪ, kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
BA óí ísẽ ́fɪńɪ ̃,́*  
KL   
AP óí ísẽ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi ise fɪńɪ ̃,́ kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
OG oi isɛ ̃fɪńɪ ̃,́ kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
GM kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
EG   
WO   
FU kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sií  
AR oi isɛ ̃fɪńɪ ̃,́ kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
OB óyí ísé fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí ísé féni  
ME oyí ésé féni  
KU óyí ésé féni  
KB óí ésé fóni  
WT óyí ésé féni  
ON óí esé fɛńɛ̃ ́  
IK óí isé fɛńɛ  
EK óí isé fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí isé fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí ísé fõi  
OR kɛnɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
AT sí karamã ́kɛnɪ ̃ ́faá  
BI kanɪ ̃ ́fa sí  
Notes   
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Ninety 
Defaka nɛ̃↓́á síi tɛ úwei tɛ  
NK nĩá -si nãó/(nã)́ óyí 

nã ́
 

BD   
Ịb anị ínĩá́ -si óyí fínjí  
Kalab a
rị 

ínĩá́ -si óyí fínjí  

BL ínẽĩ́ ́á -si óyí fínjí  
KI ínĩá́ -si óyí fɪńjɪ ́  
NE inĩésí oyi fɪndɪ  
AK nẽĩ a-hi óí hɛndɛ  
BU nẽĩ́ ́á-sí oi fɪnɪ  
OP nĩá́ -sí oi fɪnɪ  
OY nõĩ-a -sí oi fɪnɪ ̃?  
ET nĩá́ -sí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
EO nẽĩ ́á-sí !óí fɪnɪ  
BA nẽĩ́ ́á-sí oi fɪnɪ  
KL   
AP nĩá́ -síí óí fɪnɪ  
ID nẽĩya -síí oi fɪnɪ  
OG nẽĩya -síí oi fɪnɪ  
GM nẽĩ a-si mɔ̃ ́oi mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU nĩĩ a-si mɔ̃ ́woi mɔ  
AR nẽĩ-a -si ói fɪnɪ  
OB nia -sii mɔ̃ ́oyi mɔ  
OT   
OE nẽĩyá -sii mɔ ̃ oyí 

mɔ̃ ́
 

ME nẽĩ-á -si mɔ ̃oyí mɔ̃ ́  
KU niá -sí mɔ ̃oyí mɔ̃ ́?  
KB nĩá́ -si óí fóni  
WT niá -si óyí féni  
ON nẽĩ́ ́á-sí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
IK nĩá́ -sí óí fɛńɛ  
EK nĩá́ -síí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO nĩá́ -sí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB nĩá́ -síí mɔ̃ ́oyí mɔ̃ ́  
OR nĩá -si óyí fénĩ ́  
AT nĩá́ -si éyí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BI nĩá́ -si óyí ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
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NOON 
Defaka   
NK ipie kuɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛńɛ̃-́ɓá (sagbogbõ  
Kalab a
rị 

énẽ ́ɓáka  

BL   
KI énẽ ́ógbõ ́ĩ ́  
NE ene ogbo  
AK inẽ kuɓu/ogbo  
BU inĩ ́tɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ'̃ɣɛ ́tɪɛ́,́ *  
OP érẽ̃ĩ́/́enẽĩ́ ́tɛb́ɛ ́  
OY irẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
ET erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɛɓ́ɛ ́  
EO irĩ ́tɪb́ɪ ́  
BA erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɪb́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP érẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɪb́ɪ ́  
ID erẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
OG erẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
GM erẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU erẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
AR erẽ̃ĩ dʊba  
OB erẽ̃ĩ tɪbɪ  
OT   
OE erẽ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
ME erẽ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
KU erẽ̃ĩ́ ́birí  
KB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́biri  
WT erẽ̃ĩ́ ́birí  
ON érẽ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
IK érẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɛɓ́ɛ/́ógbó  
EK érẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɪb́ɪ ́  
KO erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɪb́ɪ/́bírí  
GB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
OR énẽĩ́ ́gburogbo  
AT érẽ̃ĩ́ ́biri, érẽ̃ĩ́  
BI énĩ ́biri  
Notes   
 



672 

NORTH, UPSTREAM 
Defaka   
NK ogɔnɔ ̃du  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́jʊʊ ́  

BL   
KI íwó ↓jú, ɔgɔnɔ ̃júu  
NE iwó dʊ, tamã ́dʊ tʊɓʊrʊ go against 

tide 
AK iwo dɔɔ́, ɔgɔńɔ ̃dɔ  
BU tʊɓ́ʊŕʊ ́  
OP tɔb́ɔŕɔ ́  
OY uwoú ãŋga  
ET tɔɓ́ɔŕɔ ́  
EO uwóú yãŋ́a, tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
BA tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP ɔgɔńɔ̃,́ tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
ID tʊbʊ  
OG tʊbʊ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU tʊbʊrʊ  
AR   
OB tʊbʊrʊ  
OT   
OE   
ME tʊbʊŕʊ ́  
KU dʊʊ ́  
KB tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
WT tʊʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
ON tɔb́ɔŕɔ ́  
IK tɔɓ́ɔŕɔ ́  
EK tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
KO tʊb́ʊŕʊ,́ dʊʊ́ ́ãŋga  
GB tʊb́ʊŕʊ ́  
OR tʊɓ́ʊŕʊ ́(ága)  
AT tʊɓ́ʊŕʊ ́  
BI okpu  
Notes *tʊɓʊrʊ 2  
 



673 

NOSE 
Defaka nĩńi J 5 
NK nĩńi  
BD   
Ịb anị nĩ↓́nĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nĩ↓́nĩ ́  

BL   
KI nĩ↓́nĩ ́  
NE ninĩ ́  
AK nĩńi  
BU nĩńĩ ́  
OP nĩńĩ ́  
OY ninĩ ́  
ET nĩńĩ ́  
EO nĩńĩ ́  
BA nĩńĩ ́  
KL   
AP nĩńĩ ́  
ID ninĩ ́  
OG ninĩ ́  
GM ninĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ninĩ ́  
AR ninĩ ́  
OB ninĩ ́  
OT   
OE ninĩ ́  
ME ninĩ ́  
KU nĩńĩ ́  
KB nĩńĩ ́  
WT ninĩ ́  
ON nĩńĩ ́  
IK nĩńĩ ́  
EK nĩńĩ ́  
KO nĩńĩ ́  
GB nĩ↓́nĩ ́  
OR nĩńĩ ́  
AT ínĩńĩ ́  
BI nĩńĩ ́  
Notes *ninĩ ́3 **ninĩ ́
 



674 

NOSTRIL 
Defaka   
NK nĩńi ɓie  
BD   
Ịb anị nĩńĩ ́↓ɓíé  
Kalab a
rị 

nĩńĩ ́↓ɓíó  

BL   
KI nĩńĩ ́↓ɓíé  
NE ninĩ ́opogolo  
AK ninĩ ́ópogolo  
BU nĩńĩ ́poolo  
OP nĩńĩ ́poolo  
OY ninĩ ́opoolo  
ET   
EO nĩńĩ ́poolo  
BA nĩńĩ ́póɣólo  
KL   
AP nĩńĩ ́póólo  
ID ninĩ ́ópoolo  
OG ninĩ ́ópoɣolo  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ninĩ ́á-poolo  
AR ninĩ ́póólo  
OB ninĩ ́ópoolo  
OT   
OE ninĩ ́ópoolo  
ME ninĩ ́ópoolo  
KU nĩńĩ ́opóólo  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK nĩńĩ ́opoloɓɔ  
EK nĩńĩ ́opoolo  
KO nĩńĩ ́opoolo  
GB nĩńĩ ́ó↓póóló  
OR nĩńĩ ́ówolo  
AT ínĩńĩ ́ɔẃɔɔ́  
BI nĩńĩ ́ɔẃɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



675 

OBTAIN (V.T.) 
Defaka ɛt́ɛ J 320 get (obtain)  
NK ókí ɓó  
BD   
Ịb anị yanã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

a. yanã 
b. ɔḱɪ ́

 
b. J 320 

BL   
KI ɔḱɪ ́  
NE mɪɛ̃ ́ɓará lá-mɔ  
AK kɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
BU akɪ ́  
OP nãńã ́  
OY kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ET nãnã ́  
EO nãńã ́  
BA nãńã ́  
KL   
AP kɔ̃ ́  
ID nãnã  
OG zɪnã  
GM kɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔɔ́ ̃  
AR   
OB kɔ ̃  
OT   
OE nãnã, kɔ ̃  
ME kɔ ̃  
KU   
KB nɪnãã,́ akɪ ́  
WT   
ON nãnã  
IK nãnãã ́  
EK akɪ ́  
KO nãnã ́  
GB yí nãńã ́  
OR kɔrɪ wɛŕɪ  
AT yɪnã  
BI ácɪ ́  
Notes   
 



676 

OCCIPUT 
Defaka   
NK toŋgu tie  
BD   
Ịb anị tũŋgu  
Kalab a
rị 

toŋgu  

BL   
KI toŋguú  
NE tɪɓɪ toŋgú  
AK toũ íhe ?  
BU tɪɓ́ɪ ́tóṹ  
OP tɛb́ɛ ́tóṹ  
OY tɪbɪ toũ  
ET   
EO tɪbɪ toũ  
BA kɔĺʊǵbɔ  
KL   
AP tɪb́ɪ ́tóṹ  
ID tɪbɪ kɔlʊ/tuu  
OG kɔlɪ tú, tɪbɪ kɔlɪ  
GM tɪbɪ toũ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔkɔlɪ  
AR kɔkɔlɪ  
OB tɪbɪ toũ  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́bóṹ  
ME tɪbɪ ́tóṹ  
KU tɪb́ɪ ́tóṹ  
KB tɪb́ɪ ́tóṹ  
WT tɪbɪ ́tóṹ  
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO tɪb́ɪ ́tóṹ/tóũ  
GB tɪb́ɪ ́tóṹ  
OR toũ  
AT tẽĩ  
BI tẽĩ  
Notes *(tɪbɪ ̃tõgu (2) 1  
 



677 

OCEAN 
Defaka   
NK ibizi  
BD   
Ịb anị opu tɔŕʊ,́ abaji  
Kalab a
rị 

abaji  

BL   
KI abají  
NE abadɪ ́  
AK abádi  
BU abádɪ ́  
OP abádí  
OY abadɪ ́  
ET abadií  
EO abádɪ,́ tɪ ̃ ́yɛŕɪɣ́ɛ ́  
BA abádɪ,́ *  
KL   
AP abádɪ ́  
ID abadɪ, okũ  
OG abadɪ tɔŕʊ ́  
GM opu tɔŕʊ kubu, opu 

ábadɪ 
 

EG   
WO   
FU abadɪ  
AR abadɪ  
OB abadɪ  
OT   
OE abadɪ  
ME abadɪ  
KU abadɪ  
KB abadɪ  
WT abadɪ  
ON abadi  
IK abadií  
EK abadɪ ́  
KO abadɪ ́  
GB abadɪ ́  
OR abadɪ tɔŕɪ  
AT abadɪ, kuzu tɔŕɪ  
BI abadɪ, abadɪ tɔŕʊʊ́  
Notes *abadɪ 1  
 
 



678 

OIL PALM 
Defaka lom tĩĩ J 53 
NK díme (tɪ)̃  
BD   
Ịb anị dím  
Kalab a
rị 

énẽḿe  

BL   
KI kɔŕɔ ́ énẽḿi, 

énẽḿĩ ́kɔŕɔ 
 

NE lʊgʊ ́  
AK lɔǵu  
BU ɗʊʊ́ ́  
OP lɔɔ́, lɔɔ́ ́tɛĩ  
OY lʊʊ ́  
ET lɔ ́  
EO lʊɣ́ʊ ́  
BA lʊɣ́ʊ ́  
KL   
AP lʊʊ́ ́  
ID lʊɣʊ (tɪ ̃)́  
OG lʊɣʊ  
GM lʊɣʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU lʊʊ  
AR lʊɣʊ  
OB lʊʊ  
OT   
OE lʊʊ ́  
ME lʊʊ ́  
KU lɛɪ́ ́  
KB lɛɪ́ ́  
WT lɪɪ ́  
ON lɔ ́  
IK lɔ ́  
EK lɪɪ́ ́tɪ ̃  
KO lɪɪ́ ́  
GB lɛɪ́ ́  
OR lʊʊ́ ́  
AT lʊʊ́ ́  
BI lʊʊ́ ́(sɪɪ́)́  
Notes *ɗɛkʊ 3 

*ɗemẽ 2 Eɪ 
 

 



679 

OKRA 
Defaka ɔḱʊrʊ J 45 
NK ɔḱuru  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔḱʊrʊʊ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔḱʊrʊ  

BL   
KI ɔḱʊru  
NE ɔḱʊrʊ ́  
AK ɔḱurɔ  
BU ɪkɪapʊ ́  
OP ɛkiyápú  
OY ɪkɪyabʊ,́ akɛnɛtá  
ET akinãdá  
EO ɪkɪýabʊ ́  
BA ɪkɪá́bʊ ́  
KL   
AP ɪkɪá́bʊ ́  
ID ɔḱʊrʊ, ikɪabʊ  
OG ɪkɪabʊ  
GM ɪkɪabɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪkɪabʊ  
AR ɪkɪabʊ  
OB ikɪabʊ  
OT   
OE ɔḱʊrʊ  
ME ɔḱurʊ  
KU akɪnɪtɛ ́  
KB akɪnɪtɪ ́  
WT akɛnɪtɪ ́  
ON akinĩt́á, ekiapú  
IK akinĩt́á  
EK ɔḱʊrʊ, ɛkɛnɛtɛ ́  
KO ɔkʊŕʊ, ɛkɛnɛtɛ ́  
GB ɔḱʊrʊ  
OR ɔḱʊrʊ  
AT ɔḱʊrʊ  
BI ɔḱʊrʊdʊʊ́  
Notes   
 



680 

OLD MAN 
Defaka ɔ↓́lɔ́t́í J 182 old person 
NK ólóḿ ówóí  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóḿ ómṹ tʊmɔ, 

* 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ómóŋgí-↓tɛ ́ óyí-
ɓɔ 

 

BL   
KI sɛnɪ-ɓɔɔ,́ ólómṹ-

ɓɔ ́
 

NE okosi owei-ɓɔ ́  
AK okohu-woi  
BU okósú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OP okósú 

kɛḿɛ̃/́ówéí 
 

OY okosú-wei/kɪmɪ ̃  
ET okósú kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO okósú kɪḿɪ ̃/́ówéí  
BA okósú kɪmɪ ̃  
KL   
AP okósú kɪmɪ ̃  
ID okosí owei/kɪmɪ ̃  
OG okosí kɪmɪ ̃  
GM okosú kɪmɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU okosú kɪmɪ ̃  
AR okosú owei  
OB okosú kɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE okosu owéi/kɪḿɪ ̃  
ME okosu kɪḿɪ ̃  
KU okosi kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KB okosi kɛḿɛ  
WT okósí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ON okósí kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK okósú kɛmɛ  
EK kósú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO kósú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB kósú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɓóṹ ówei ?  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃/́kóṹ gbṍ 

ówei 
 

BI ɔẃá kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



681 

OLD WOMAN 
Defaka ɔ↓́lɔ́t́í J 182 old person  
NK ólóḿ-árá  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóḿ ɔŕʊ-́ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ómóŋgí-↓tɛ ́ɛŕɛ-́ɓɔ  

BL   
KI ólómṹ ↓éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́ɓɔ, 

* 
 

NE okosi ɪyɔrɔ-ɓɔ ́  
AK okohu-ara  
BU okósú éré-ára  
OP okósú éré  
OY okosú ere kɪmɪ ̃  
ET okósú éré  
EO okósú ɪýɔŕɔ-́árá  
BA okósú ɪyaraʊ  
KL   
AP okósú ɪyɔrɔ-araʊ  
ID okosí ere  
OG okosí ere  
GM okosú ere  
EG   
WO   
FU okosú/bũĩ ere  
AR okosú-araʊ  
OB okosú ere  
OT   
OE okosu eré  
ME okosu eré  
KU okosi eré  
KB okosi eré  
WT okósí éré  
ON okósí éré  
IK okósú éré  
EK kósú éré  
KO kósú éré  
GB kósú éré  
OR ɓóṹ ére  
AT kɪmɪ ̃/́kóṹ gbṍ-árɔ  
BI ɔẃá érée, ɔẃɔŕʊrɔ  
Notes   
 



682 

OLD, BE(COME) (PEOPLE) (V.I.) 
Defaka ɔ↓́lɔ́t́í J 182 old person  
NK ólóḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

ómóŋgí, kpɔ↓́ɔ,́ 
kpɔ↓́kɪḱɪ ́

 

BL   
KI ólómṹ, ɔkpɔɔ́  
NE okosi, kpɔ ́  
AK okohu, ilemũ  
BU okósú, ká  
OP okósú, ká  
OY okosú, ʊwá  
ET okósú, ká  
EO okósú, káá  
BA okosú, ka  
KL   
AP okósú  
ID okozí/okosí  
OG okosí/okosú  
GM okosú  
EG   
WO   
FU okosú  
AR okosú  
OB okosú  
OT   
OE okosu  
ME okosu  
KU okosi  
KB ɔwá, okosií  
WT okósí, ʊwá  
ON okósí, ká  
IK okósí, ká  
EK kósú, ʊwá  
KO kósú, ʊwá, kpɔʊ́ ́  
GB kósú  
OR ɔẃá  
AT ɔẃá  
BI ɔẃáa  
Notes   
 



683 

OLD,BE(COME) (OF THINGS (V.I.) 
Defaka ɔ↓́lɔ ́ J 247 
NK ólóḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

éléḿ  

BL   
KI ólómṹ  
NE elemũ  
AK kpɔ, ilemũ  
BU okósú, ilémṹ  
OP órú, elémṹ  
OY okosú, elemũ  
ET oruú  
EO alá, ʊndʊ ́  
BA órúu/orú  
KL   
AP okósú  
ID oruú  
OG orú(ba)  
GM orú  
EG   
WO   
FU okosuú  
AR alá-tɛ  
OB oruú  
OT   
OE oru  
ME oru  
KU oru  
KB ɔwaá, ɛndʊ,́ alá  
WT oru  
ON oru  
IK oruú  
EK oruú  
KO oruú  
GB oruú  
OR orú  
AT aɗɛɛ́  
BI aɗɛ  
Notes   
 



684 

ONE (COUNTING) (NUM) 
Defaka gbɔŕɪ ́ J 208 
NK (gbɔɔ́ŕɪ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋgɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ŋgeí, gbérí-yé  

BL INgɛɪ,́ gbérí-yé  
KI ŋgeí  
NE kíoi, gbɔrɪ-ye  
AK kíei/kíoi, gbɔri-ye  
BU kɛɛ́ńɪ/kɛńɪ  
OP kɛɛ́ńɪ ̃ ́  
OY kɛɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ET kɛnĩ ́  
EO kɛ̃ŋ́ɛńɪ ̃/́kɛɛ́ńɪ ̃ ́  
BA kɛɛ́ńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
 
AP 

kɛɛ́ńɪ ̃ ́  

ID kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OG kɛnɪ ̃/́kɛɛnɪ ̃ ́  
GM kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
AR kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OB kɛɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE kɛnɪ  
ME kɛnɪ  
KU kɛnɪ  
KB kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
WT kɛnɪ  
ON kɛni  
IK kɛnĩ ́  
EK kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
KO kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
GB kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OR kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
AT kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
BI kanɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes *kaŋanɪ ̃?  5  
 



685 

ONE HUNDRED 
Defaka tú↓nã ́síi J 237 
NK sɔɔ́ńã ́asi  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔńã ́si  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔńã ́si/sɔńɔ̃ ́á-si  

BL sɔńɔ̃ ́á-si  
KI sɔńã ́si  
NE sɔnɔ ̃esí/así  
AK hɔnã híi  
BU sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
OP sɔ̃ŕA)́ sí  
OY sɔr̃ɔ ̃a-si  
ET sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
EO sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
BA sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
KL   
AP sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́síí  
ID sɔr̃ã̃ si  
OG sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ã̃ sii  
GM sɔr̃ã̃ si  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔŋ̃ɔr̃ɔ ̃a-si  
AR sɔr̃ɔ ̃asi  
OB sɔr̃ã̃ sii  
OT   
OE sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́sii  
ME sɔr̃ã̃ ́sí  
KU sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́si  
KB sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí ?  
WT sɔɔ̃̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
ON sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
IK sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
EK sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́síí  
KO sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́sí  
GB sɔɔ́̃ŕã̃ ́síí  
OR sɔɔ́̃ŕɜ̰̃ɜ ̰si ?  
AT sɔɔ́̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́si  
BI sɔ̃ŕã̃ ́si  
Notes   
 



686 

ONE PERSON 
Defaka   
NK gbɔŕɪ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɔŕʊ ́  

BL   
KI gbɔŕɪ ́  
NE gbɔrɪ  
AK gbɔri  
BU kɛńɪ ̃ ́  
OP kɛńɪ ̃ ́  
OY kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ET kɛnĩ ́  
EO kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
BA kɛńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
OG kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
GM kɛnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
OB kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE kɛnɪ ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME kɛnɪ  
KU kɛnɪ  
KB kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
WT kɛnɪ  
ON kɛni  
IK kɛnĩ ́  
EK kɛnɪ ̃ ́  
KO kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB kɛnɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
OR kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
AT kɛnɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
BI kanɪ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃  
Notes   
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ONION 
Defaka   
NK á↓yó  
BD   
Ịb anị á↓yó  
Kalab a
rị 

á↓yó  

BL   
KI á↓yó  
NE áyou  
AK ayóu  
BU áyou  
OP áyou  
OY yabáásɪ  
ET yaɓási, áyo  
EO áyou  
BA áyou/áyo, yabásɪ  
KL   
AP yabásɪ  
ID atʊta  
OG ɪtʊta  
GM utʊta  
EG   
WO   
FU alubása  
AR alubása  
OB ɔtɪta  
OT   
OE yabásɪ  
ME yabásɪ, ṍyɔs(ɪ ̃  
KU yabásɪ  
KB yɪbásɪ  
WT yabásɪ  
ON yabási, áyou  
IK yabási  
EK yabásɪ  
KO yabásɪ  
GB yabásɪ  
OR ɜ�you  
AT áyoó, ɔńɪɔśɪ  
BI yabásɪɪ́  
Notes   
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OPEN (V.T.) 
Defaka ɔɔmã J 376 open (door)  
NK fĩndi  
BD   
Ịb anị finjí/fĩndí  
Kalab a
rị 

finjí  

BL   
KI finjí  
NE fĩndí  
AK híndi  
BU fínĩ ́  
OP fínĩ ́  
OY finĩ ́  
ET finĩ ́  
EO fínĩ ́  
BA fínĩ ́  
KL   
AP fínĩ ́  
ID finĩ ́  
OG finĩ ́  
GM finĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU finĩ ́  
AR finĩ ́  
OB finĩ ́  
OT   
OE finĩ ́  
ME finĩ ́  
KU finĩ ́  
KB finĩ ́  
WT finĩ ́  
ON finĩ ́  
IK finĩí́  
EK finĩ ́  
KO finĩ ́  
GB finĩ ́  
OR finĩ ́  
AT funu  
BI funu  
Notes *fĩdi 1  
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OPEN SPACE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nʊ̃ŋ́gɔ,́ etele, siri  
Kalab a
rị 

siri, éle  

BL   
KI finji yɔɔ,́ cirí  
NE polo tirí, polo, tirí  
AK híndi yɔ  
BU tírí  
OP tírí  
OY tirí  
ET tirií  
EO lúbó  
BA tóí kírí, lúbó  
KL   
AP lúbó  
ID toi kírí  
OG toi kírí  
GM toi kírí  
EG   
WO   
FU toi kíri  
AR sɛɪ kiri  
OB kiri  
OT   
OE fiĩ ́kiri/tiri  
ME tiri  
KU sɛɪ́ ́tírí  
KB zoru tirí, tirí  
WT tiri  
ON tiri  
IK   
EK tirí  
KO tirí  
GB tirí  
OR kosi tíri  
AT sɛɪ́ ́síri  
BI siri  
Notes *tiri 1  
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ORANGE 
Defaka olukajã J 48 
NK ólolónda/ólelénda, *  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛĺɛlɛńdɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

élelén da, élen da  

BL   
KI ólelénda  
NE álalánda  
AK alílãndaĩ  
BU aláláínda  
OP aláláínda  
OY alaláɪnda, opú agʊ  
ET   
EO alaláínda  
BA ɔgʊ,́ aláláínda  
KL   
AP lélémɔ̃,́ opú lélémɔ  
ID ɔgʊ ̃  
OG ɔgʊ ̃  
GM ɔgʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgʊ̃,́ oviléi  
AR ɔgʊ̃ ́  
OB ɔgʊ  
OT   
OE ago, beke ago  
ME ago  
KU agʊ  
KB agoó, olomã ́  
WT ago  
ON agɔ  
IK alaláínda  
EK alalánda  
KO alaláɪńda  
GB alalánda  
OR ɛĺɛlɛńda  
AT álɛlɛńda  
BI ɔgʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
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ORDER (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓɛŕɛ ́tɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị kʊrɔ-mã fɪŕɪ-́↓mã,́ 

ɓɛɛ ́
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛ, tɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓɛ,́ firi-mɔ̃ ́  
AK ɓɛɛ́  
BU ɓé (mɪɛ̃ ̃?  
OP   
OY bɛɛ ́  
ET   
EO bɛɛ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kɔŕɪ-́mɔ̃/́fɪŕɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID bɛɛ  
OG bɛɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɛ  
AR bɛ  
OB bɛɛ  
OT   
OE gbaá, fɪrɪ-mɔ  
ME bɛɛ  
KU bɪ ?  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɛɛ ́  
KO bɛɛ ́  
GB kʊrɔ pɪrɪ ́  
OR gɪá-mɔ  
AT gɪá́  
BI kʊrɔ pɪrɪ  
Notes *ɓɛ 1  
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Otter spp. Spotted-necked otter, Lutra maculicollis, Cape clawless otter, Aonyx capensis 
[Most Ijoid languages use the same term for both species and just a few distinguish them. They are therefore 
listed together but in two columns to clarify this. 
 

Defaka  
NK  
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab arị tewu 
BL  
KI  
NE  
AK  
BU  
OP  
OY  
ET  
EO  
BA  
KL  
AP  
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU  
AR  
OB  
OT  
OE  
ME  
KU  
KB  
WT  
ON  
IK  
EK  
KO  
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
  

 
Notes: Although most Ịjọ lects have the same word, the word itself varies across the range of dialects. Thus 
western lects almost all have *teu, this switches to *okosi in central Ịzọn. A small group of southern lects 
distinguish the two species, with *benipomu for the spotted-necked and *okporu for the clawless otter. 
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OUTSIDE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK tuɣuru  
BD   
Ịb anị nʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́bíe  
Kalab a
rị 

etelá↓á, nɔ̃ŋ́gɔ ́ɓɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI nʊ̃ŋ́gɔ ́(ãŋ́ga)  
NE polo, tirí  
AK polo ãŋã, tugóro  
BU tírí ãŋga  
OP tírí  
OY tirí ãŋga  
ET tirií  
EO lúbó  
BA lúbó  
KL   
AP lúbó  
ID gãã  
OG gãã  
GM ode  
EG   
WO   
FU olugbó agbaara  
AR agbaɣara, odi  
OB gãã  
OT   
OE gãã, kirí  
ME tiri  
KU tiri  
KB tirií  
WT tiri  
ON tiri  
IK tiri ãŋgaá  
EK tirí  
KO tirí  
GB tiri ãŋgá  
OR tiri  
AT síríi  
BI kɔlʊ  
Notes   
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P. 
 
PACK (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị tá ?  
Kalab a
rị 

kó↓ɓírí, ɔrʊ tɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI kóɓí↓rí  
NE koɓirí  
AK kpokpoli-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU   
OP   
OY kpeé, bɛnɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP bɛńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID tã  
OG bɛnɪ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU koko-mɔ  
AR bɛnɪ-mɔ  
OB tɔlɔ  
OT   
OE bɛnɪ-mɔ  
ME bɛnɪ-mɔ  
KU bɛnɪ-mɔ  
KB bɛnɪ-mɔɔ ́  
WT bɛnɪ-mɔ  
ON   
IK kpeé  
EK kpeé  
KO kpe bɛnɪ-mɔ̃,́ kpeé  
GB   
OR ɓɛnɪ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
AT kʊá́  
BI tʊḿʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



695 

PADDLE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK jɔw̃ɔ̃ĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị njʊa  
Kalab a
rị 

jʊɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI jɔɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE dɔŋ́gɔɪ  
AK dɔ̃ŋ́ɔĩ  
BU zʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
OP yʊẃɛɪ́ ́  
OY yɔwɛɪ́  
ET yʊwɛí  
EO yɔẃɔɪ́  
BA jɔẃɔɪ́/̃jɔẃɛ̃ɪ́ ̃  
KL   
AP zɔẃɛɪ́ ́  
ID yɔwɛɪ  
OG zɔwɛɪ  
GM jɔwei  
EG   
WO   
FU zɔwɛɪ  
AR jɔwɛɪ  
OB yɔwɛɪ  
OT   
OE yɔwɛɪ  
ME yɔwɛɪ  
KU yʊwɛɪ  
KB yowɛɪ ́  
WT yɔwɛɪ  
ON yɔwɛi  
IK yuwɛí  
EK yɔwɛɪ ́  
KO yɔwɛɪ ́  
GB yɔwɛɪ ́  
OR yɔwɛɪ́  
AT yɔʊ ́  
BI yɔɔ ́  
Notes * jɔgʊ-ye 1-2  
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PADDLE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK jɔku  
BD   
Ịb anị dɔkʊ/́dɔɣʊ/́dɔʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

dɔkʊ ́  

BL   
KI dɔkʊ ́  
NE dɔgʊ ́  
AK dɔǵu  
BU zɔʊ́ ́  
OP yɔʊ́ ́  
OY yɔʊ ́  
ET yɔú  
EO yɔʊ́ ́  
BA zɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP zɔʊ́ ́  
ID yɔʊ  
OG zɔɣʊ  
GM zɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU zɔʊ  
AR zɔʊ  
OB yɔʊ  
OT   
OE yɔʊ  
ME yɔʊ  
KU   
KB (ɪỹɔʊ ́  
WT yɔʊ  
ON yɔu  
IK yɔú  
EK yɔʊ ́  
KO yɔʊ ́  
GB yɔʊ ́  
OR yɔʊ  
AT yɔʊ  
BI yɔɔ ́  
Notes *jɔgʊ 1  
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PALM (OF HAND) 
Defaka   
NK ɓára kuɣu/kuɓu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓kú  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓárá ↓kúɓú/↓kúú  

BL   
KI ɓárá ↓kúɓú  
NE ɓará kuɓu  
AK ɓara kúɓu  
BU ɓárá kuɓu  
OP bírá kubu  
OY bɪŕá kubu  
ET ɓárá kúɓu  
EO bɪra kúbu  
BA bɪŕá kúbú  
KL   
AP bɪŕá kúbú  
ID bɪra kúbú/kóló  
OG bɪra kúbu  
GM bɪra kúbu  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra kúbú  
AR bɪra kúbu  
OB bɪra kúbú  
OT   
OE bɪrá kubu  
ME bɪrá kubu  
KU bɪrá bulóú  
KB bɪŕá bulu  
WT bɪrá kubú  
ON bírá bolou  
IK   
EK bárá kubu  
KO bárá bólou/kúbu  
GB bárá ↓kúbu  
OR ɓárá kúɓu  
AT ɓárá ápáláa  
BI bɪŕá kṹũ  
Notes *ɓara kuɓu 3 2  
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PALM KERNEL 
Defaka   
NK ɓáká bíĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị turo-mbí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓákʊ ́ ḿbí, tokuru 
mbí 

 

BL   
KI tutu mbí  
NE ĩmbi; togurú ĩmbi  
AK ĩmbi  
BU ivĩ ́  
OP ivíĩ ́  
OY ivẽĩ,́ lʊʊ ́bɪbɪ  
ET   
EO lʊʊ́ ́bɪb́ɪ  
BA ivẽĩ́ ́  
KL   
AP ivĩ,́ ivĩ ́baʊ  
ID ivõĩ  
OG ivĩ/ivẽĩ  
GM evẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU ivĩ ́  
AR ivĩ ́  
OB ivĩ ́  
OT   
OE ivĩ ́  
ME evĩ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ivĩ ́  
KO ivĩ,́ ivĩ ́ʊḿgbɔ/́sɛĺɛ ́  
GB ivĩ ́  
OR ivĩ ́  
AT ívĩ ́  
BI vĩɓ́íláa  
Notes *ĩbõĩ ?  Cf. Ẹdo ívĩ ‘palm 

tree, palm kernel’ 
Esan ivĩ ‘kernel’ 
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PALM OIL 
Defaka pɪra J 36 oil  
NK pulo  
BD   
Ịb anị pulo  
Kalab a
rị 

pulo, táɓá púló  

BL   
KI puloó  
NE puló  
AK púlo  
BU púló  
OP púló  
OY puló  
ET puloó  
EO púló  
BA púló  
KL   
AP púló  
ID pulo: igbe púlo, 

ɔkɪɔ̃ ́pulo 
 

OG pulo  
GM pulo  
EG   
WO   
FU pulo  
AR pulo  
OB pulou  
OT   
OE pulou  
ME pulou  
KU akɪɔ́ ̃ ́pulou  
KB puluú/pulu  
WT pulou  
ON pulo  
IK puloó  
EK puloú  
KO puloú  
GB puloú  
OR pulo  
AT pulo  
BI pulo  
Notes *pulou 1  
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PALM Winẽ 
Defaka ilo J 38 wine (general) 
NK mĩndi oru  
BD   
Ịb anị tuminĩ ́irú  
Kalab a
rị 

tominã irú  

BL   
KI tomõni iruú  
NE idéru  
AK ide wúru  
BU idé wuru  
OP ɪzɔ̃ ́wúrú, idé wuru  
OY ɪzɔ ̃wuru  
ET ɪzɔ̃ ́úrú  
EO ɪzɔ ́wúru  
BA ɪzɔ ́wúrú  
KL   
AP wúrú, ɪzɔ ́wúrú  
ID ɪzɔ/ɪjɔ wúrú  
OG ɪzɔ wúrú  
GM ɪjɔ ́wuru  
EG   
WO   
FU ujɔ wurú  
AR   
OB izɔ ̃wúrú  
OT   
OE ɛzɔ̃ ́wúrú  
ME ɛzɔ̃ ́wúrú  
KU ɛzɔ̃ ́órú  
KB ɪzɔ̃ŕu  
WT ɪzɔ̃ ́wúrú  
ON ɪzɔ̃ ́wúrú  
IK ɪzɔ̃ ́úrú  
EK ɪzɔ̃ ́uruú  
KO ɪzɔ̃ ́uruú, usṹ úrú  
GB ɪzɔ̃/́ɪjɔ̃ ́wurú  
OR ide wúru  
AT ogõrúu (=ogõ orúũ  
BI ɔgʊrɔ  
Notes   
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Pangolin spp. Black-backed Pangolin, Manis tetradactyla, White-backed Pangolin, Manis tricuspis 
The two pangolin spp. appear to be the same name in all lects recorded. 

Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab arị ipi CBP check pron
BL   
KI   
NE epu dic. 
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO epú  
GB   
OR   
AT ópṹ  
BI ópúkʊtá  
   

 
Notes: the basic word *ópṹ is found at both the eastern and western ends of the range of Ịjọ, but has been 
repalced in the centre by an epithet, ikpakpa-tuawei. Neither name has any obvious external cognates in 
neighbouring languages. 
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\PARE (NAILS) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kírí  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪ↓́rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪ↓́rɪ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE kɛ ́  
AK kɛɛ́  
BU kɛ ́?  
OP   
OY kɛɛ ́  
ET   
EO kɛɛ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kɛɛ́ ́  
ID pɛlɛ, gɛɛ  
OG gɛɛ  
GM gɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɛɛ  
AR kɛ  
OB gɛɛ  
OT   
OE emẽḿẽĩ́ ́kɛɛ́ ́  
ME kɛɛ ́  
KU kɛ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK gɛɛ ́  
KO gɛɛ ́  
GB kɛɛ ́  
OR ɓã ́  
AT ba  
BI bã  
Notes   
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PARLOUR/SITTING-ROOM 
Defaka   
NK opu wari  
BD   
Ịb anị opu ɓí↓é  
Kalab a
rị 

bɪó́ ↓kírí  

BL   
KI ɓíé ↓kírí/↓kúɓú  
NE toí ɓio  
AK   
BU opú ɓolou/opú-yɔ  
OP opú ↓ãŋ́gá  
OY opú akʊ  
ET   
EO kiri yɔ ́  
BA bólóbú  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́kírí yɔ  
ID warɪ kúbú/kóló  
OG warɪ kólo  
GM warɪ kúbu  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ kúbú  
AR warɪ kúbu  
OB warɪ kírí yɔ  
OT   
OE warɪ ́ kiri, pere timĩ ́

yo 
 

ME warɪ ́kiri  
KU wárɪ ́kiri  
KB wárɪ ́kiri  
WT warɪ ́kirí  
ON   
IK   
EK tɪtɛ ́bulou  
KO tɪtɛ bólou  
GB tɪtɛ ́yɔ  
OR pɛĺɛ,́ ogbo  
AT bírí/kuzu wárɪ  
BI igã (ɓíléẽ  
Notes   
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PARROT 
Defaka   
NK okóokó cf Igbo òkóòkó 
BD   
Ịb anị okóokó cf Igbo òkóòkó 
Kalab a
rị 

ɔkɔlɔbɪ, okóokó cf Igbo òkóòkó 

BL   
KI ɔkɔlɔbɪɪ ́  
NE okóko cf Igbo òkóòkó 
AK okóko cf Igbo òkóòkó 
BU ɔkɔĺɔb́ɪ,́ okóko-pɔlɪ ́ cf Igbo òkóòkó 
OP ɔkɔĺɔb́i  
OY akɔlɔbɪ  
ET   
EO okó↓kó, ɔkɔĺɔb́ɪ ́ cf Igbo òkóòkó 
BA ɔkɔĺɔb́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɔkɔĺɔb́ɪ ́  
ID ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
OG ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
GM ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
AR ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
OB ɔkɔlɔbɪ  
OT   
OE akɔlɔbɪbɪ  
ME akɔlɔbɪbɪ  
KU akʊlɔbɪbɪ  
KB akɔlɔbɪbɪ  
WT akɔlɔbɪbɪ  
ON   
IK   
EK okókó-pɔlɪ ́ cf Igbo òkóòkó 
KO ɔkɔlɔbɪbɪ,́ okókó-

pɔlɪ ́
cf Igbo òkóòkó 

GB okókó-pɔlɪ ́ cf Igbo òkóòkó 
OR okóko cf Igbo òkóòkó 
AT okókó-pɔlɪ ́ cf Igbo òkóòkó 
BI ɔkʊlɔbɪ  
Notes   
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PART, FRACTION 
Defaka   
NK páɣárá  
BD   
Ịb anị ḿpáɣárá/ḿpáárá  
Kalab a
rị 

pákɪŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI pɛḱɛŕɛ ́  
NE pagara  
AK pagara  
BU páárá  
OP páárá  
OY zʊʊ,́ ãŋgá ?  
ET páárá  
EO kíbé, páɣárá  
BA kíbé, páɣárá  
KL   
AP dɪé́-mɔ̃,́ páárá  
ID pɛɣɛrɛ/paara  
OG paɣara/pɛɣɛrɛ  
GM dɪɛ-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kibe  
AR paɣara  
OB kanãá, zʊa  
OT   
OE zʊa  
ME paárá  
KU páárá  
KB páárá  
WT   
ON páárá  
IK páárá  
EK pááráɪ ́  
KO pááráɪ ́  
GB pááráɪ ́  
OR sɪ ̃ã́,́ páárá  
AT bíríbírí  
BI páárá  
Notes   
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PASS (V.T.) 
Defaka ɓɪa J 288 pass (by)  
NK ɓíɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɔŕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊŕɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɔŕɔ ́  
NE ɓɔgɔ  
AK ɓɔgɔ  
BU ɓɔɔ́ ́  
OP bɔ ́?  
OY bɔɔ  
ET ɓɔ ́?  
EO bɔɣ́ɔ ́  
BA bɔɣ́ɔ ́  
KL   
AP bɔɔ́ ́  
ID bɔɣɔ  
OG bɔɣɔ  
GM bɔɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɔɔ  
AR bɔɣɔ  
OB bɔɔ  
OT   
OE bɔɔ ́  
ME bɔɔ ́  
KU bʊɔ́ ́  
KB bʊɔ́ ́  
WT bɔɔ ́  
ON bɔ ́(mṹ) ?  
IK ɓɔ ́?  
EK bɔɔ́ ́  
KO bɔɔ́,́ bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GB bɔɔ́ ́  
OR ɓɛɪ́ ́  
AT ɓɛ ́  
BI ɓɛɛ́  
Notes   
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PAY (V.T.) 
Defaka sóngó J 330 
NK íɓé  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI gbɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́?  
NE gbɛ ́  
AK gbɛɛ́  
BU gbɛ ́  
OP gbɛ ́  
OY gbɛɛ ́  
ET gbɛ ́  
EO gbɛɛ́ ́  
BA gbɛ ́  
KL   
AP gbɛ ́  
ID gbɛɛ  
OG gbɛɛ  
GM gbɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU gɓɛɛ  
AR gbɛ  
OB gbɛɛ  
OT   
OE gbɛɛ ́  
ME gbɛɛ ́  
KU gbɛ ́  
KB gbɛ ́  
WT gbɛɛ ́  
ON gbɛ ́  
IK gbɛ ́  
EK gbɛɛ́ ́  
KO gbɛɛ́ ́  
GB gbɛ ́  
OR gbɛɛ́  
AT gbɛ ́  
BI gbɛ ́  
Notes *gbɛɛ 3  
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PEEL (BY HAND) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pɔ↓́nĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pɪ↓́nɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪ↓́nɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI pɪ↓́nɪ ̃ ́  
NE ɔpɪnɪ ̃ ́  
AK opóo ?, ɔpɛńɛ ?  
BU ɔfɔĺɪ ́  
OP ɔfɔĺí  
OY afɔlɪ ́  
ET   
EO ɔfɔĺɪ ́  
BA ɔfɔĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɔfɔĺɪ ́  
ID fɔlɪ  
OG ɔfɔlɪ  
GM ɔfɔlɪ, kara ?  
EG   
WO   
FU fɔlɪ  
AR ɔfɔlɪ  
OB ɔfɔlɪ  
OT   
OE fɔlɪ  
ME fɔlɪ  
KU fɛlɪ  
KB fɛlɪɪ ́  
WT fɔlɪ  
ON fɔli  
IK fɔlí  
EK opó  
KO folí, opúó  
GB opó, púú  
OR ɔnɪ  
AT kpá, apɪ ̃ ́  
BI kpa, apɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



709 

PEEL (WITH KNIFE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK íkí  
BD   
Ịb anị pɪ↓́nɪ ̃,́ ókó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔŋ́gɪ ́  
NE kara, opó  
AK kara, wáĩ, ɔpɛńɛ ?  
BU kárá  
OP kárá  
OY kara  
ET kárá  
EO kárá  
BA kárá  
KL   
AP kárá  
ID kara  
OG kara  
GM kara  
EG   
WO   
FU kara  
AR kara  
OB kara  
OT   
OE kará  
ME kará  
KU kɪŕá  
KB fɛlɪɪ ́  
WT kará  
ON kárá  
IK kárá  
EK kárá  
KO kárá  
GB kárá  
OR ɔpɪ, kpónĩ ́  
AT kárá  
BI kɪŕá, kpa  
Notes *kara 2  
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PENIS 
Defaka ɔyɔ↓́ḿ J 21 
NK tɔŋ́gɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔŋ́↓gɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŋ́↓gɔ ́  

BL   
KI tɔŋ́↓gɔ ́  
NE tɔŋgɔ ́  
AK tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ ̃  
BU tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃  
OP tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃  
OY tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ET tɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
EO tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃  
BA tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃  
KL   
AP tɔɔ́̃ ́  
ID tɔɔ́ ̃  
OG tɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
GM t ɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU t ɔ ̃  
AR tɔɔ́ ̃  
OB tɔɔ́ ̃  
OT   
OE tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ME tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KU tʊɔ́̃ ́  
KB tʊɔ̃ ́  
WT tɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ON tɔ̃ ́  
IK tɔ̃ ́  
EK tɔ̃ŋ́ɔ ̃  
KO tɔ̃́ɔ ̃  
GB tɔ̃↓́ŋɔ̃  
OR tɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT ídogólo  
BI ówéí kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes *tɔg̃ɔ 3  
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PEOPLE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị -apʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

-apʊ, tomi  

BL   
KI -apʊ  
NE -oŋgu  
AK -oŋgu  
BU -otu  
OP -otu  
OY -otu  
ET -otu  
EO -you  
BA -you  
KL   
AP -abʊ  
ID -otu, -abu  
OG -abʊ  
GM -otu  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR -abʊ  
OB -otu  
OT   
OE -otu  
ME -otu  
KU -otu  
KB   
WT   
ON -otu  
IK -otu  
EK   
KO -otu  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
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PEPPER 
Defaka agada J 44 
NK akada loan from Defaka 
BD   
Ịb anị sanɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

sanɪ  

BL   
KI sanɪ ̃,́ ɔkpɛɪ̃ ̃sánɪ  
NE sanɪ ̃,́ oforokpo  
AK igínã  
BU ɪgɪńã  
OP igínã  
OY ɪgɪnã ́  
ET egénã ?  
EO ɪgɪńã ́  
BA egénã ́  
KL ɪgɪńã ́  
AP ɪgɪńã ́  
ID ɛgɪńã/́igɪńã ́  
OG ɪgɪńã ́  
GM ɪgɪnã ́  
EG igɪnã ́  
WO igɪnã ́  
FU igɪnã ́  
AR ɪgɪnã ́  
OB igɪnã ́  
OT   
OE ɪgɪnã ́  
ME ɪgɪńã, okodi ɪgɪńã 

ɪgɪnã ́
 

KU ɛgɪnã ́  
KB ɛgɪnã ́  
WT egénã  
ON egínã  
IK iginã ́  
EK ɪgɪnã,́ ɪsanɪ ̃ ́  
KO ɪgɪnã,́ ɪsanɪ ̃ ́  
GB ɪsanɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɛgánã  
AT ɪsanɪ  
BI sanɪ  
Notes *ɪsanɪ ̃1 Original reference probably to 

Aframomũm melegueta 
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PERSON (1) 
Defaka nɔ̃ḿ́ J 174 
NK kínĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊmɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tomɓɔ,́ kɪńɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI tomɓɔɔ ́  
NE kʊmɔ  
AK kõŋonu  
BU kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OP kɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ ́  
OY kɪmɪ ̃  
ET kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ID kɪmɪ ̃(-bɔ)  
OG kɪmɪ ̃  
GM kɪmɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪmɪ/̃kɪɪ̃-̃bɔ  
AR kɪmɪ ̃  
OB kɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
ME kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KU kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KB kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
WT kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
ON kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BI kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes *kɪmɪ ̃2  
 



714 

PERSON (2) 
Defaka ↓tí J 179, 182-3, 

200-2 
NK -ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị -ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

-ɓɔ  

BL   
KI -ɓɔ  
NE -ɓɔ  
AK -ɓɔ  
BU -ɓɔ  
OP -bɔ  
OY -bɔ  
ET -bɔ  
EO -bɔ  
BA -bɔ  
KL   
AP   
ID -bɔ  
OG   
GM -bɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU -bɔ  
AR -bɔ  
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT -bɔ  
ON -bɔ  
IK   
EK ʊ-́bɔ ́  
KO -bɔ  
GB   
OR -bɔ  
AT   
BI -ɓɔ  
Notes *ɓɔ enclitic  
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PESTLE 
Defaka   
NK temye  
BD   
Ịb anị tomi  
Kalab a
rị 

temĩ-yé  

BL   
KI temĩ-yeé  
NE ɓaraɓá, temĩ-́ye  
AK témũrẽ  
BU ogbóló  
OP agbá bɪŕá, ogbóló  
OY ʊtãŕã̃ temĩ ogbolo  
ET utãŕã̃ titi ogbolo  
EO títí-yé bɪraba  
BA títí íyé, bɪŕábá  
KL   
AP ogbóló  
ID bɪraba, igúrízɛ  
OG igúrúzɛ  
GM igɪnã ́sã-ye, igúrújɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU timĩ-yé tɔbɔʊ  
AR ʊgɪɛ̃ ́tɔbɔʊ  
OB gúrújɛ  
OT   
OE okinẽ bɪra  
ME okinẽ bɪra  
KU odó bɪrá  
KB temĩ-yɛɛ,́ temĩɛɛ ́  
WT temĩ-yé bɪrá  
ON agbá bɪŕá  
IK utãŕã̃ titi ogbolo  
EK temĩ-ye, bárá  
KO odó bara  
GB odó bara  
OR tõw̃ɜ̰ɜ ̰  
AT ódõ ɓara  
BI tumó  
Notes   
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PICK UP, COLLECT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị tá  
Kalab a
rị 

kóló-kóló  

BL   
KI tã,́ bĩ ́?  
NE tã  
AK kpo-kpo, tãã́  
BU   
OP   
OY kpo-kpó, tɔlɔ  
ET   
EO kpó-kpó  
BA tã ́?  
KL   
AP   
ID tã, tɔlɔ  
OG tã, tɔlɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU tã, tɔlɔ  
AR   
OB tã, tɔlɔ  
OT   
OE tãã,́ tɔlɔ ́  
ME tãã,́ tɔlɔ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK tã,́ tɔĺɔ,́ kpee-mɔ̃,́ *  
KO tã ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *tãã   
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PIERCE (EAR) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK tólú  
BD   
Ịb anị túlú  
Kalab a
rị 

tólú  

BL   
KI tólú  
NE tolu  
AK tolu  
BU tólú  
OP tólú  
OY tolu  
ET tólú  
EO tólú  
BA tólú  
KL   
AP tólú  
ID tolu  
OG tolu  
GM tolu  
EG   
WO   
FU tolu  
AR tolu  
OB tolu  
OT   
OE beri tolu  
ME beri tolu  
KU tólú  
KB tólú  
WT beri tolu  
ON tólú  
IK beri tolú  
EK tólú  
KO tólú  
GB tólú ?  
OR tólí  
AT sáá  
BI tólú, sáá  
Notes *tolu 2 cf. Geme tol- percer 

Monino 1988:83 
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PIERCE (FISH) (V.T.) 
Defaka ãŋga J 364 pierce 
NK tínẽ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbí  
Kalab a
rị 

a. kpá↓rá 
b. témĩ ́

a. 
b. J 364 pierce  

BL   
KI témĩ ́  
NE gbẽĩ, tẽĩ,́ kpará  
AK tínã, tolu, gbɛ ̃  
BU gbɪ ̃ ́  
OP gbɛ̃ ́  
OY gbɪɪ̃ ̃  
ET tólú  
EO gbɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA témĩ,́ gbɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP témĩ ́  
ID gbɛɪ̃,̃ tɪnɛ  
OG gbɛɪ̃,̃ tɪnɛ  
GM gbɛɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU gbẽĩ, tɪnɛ, soɣolo  
AR gbɛɪ̃ ̃  
OB gbɛɪ̃,̃ tɪnã  
OT   
OE gbɛɪ̃,̃ tɪnɛ̃ ́  
ME gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU gbẽĩ́ ́  
KB gbẽĩ́,́ témĩ ́  
WT gbẽĩ ́  
ON gbɛ̃ ́  
IK   
EK gbɪ ̃ ́  
KO gbẽĩ́ ́  
GB tɪńɛ̃ ́  
OR gbé, piti  
AT ɔǵʊŕɔ ́  
BI ɪṕɪt́á, ómõgídí  
Notes   
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\PIG 
Defaka   
NK oɓõĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị óporópo <Portuguese  
Kalab a
rị 

óporópo  

BL   
KI óporópo  
NE opóropó  
AK oporopóo  
BU opórópo  
OP opóriopó  
OY oporópó  
ET opóropó  
EO opóríópo  
BA opórópo  
KL   
AP opóríopo  
ID opóropó  
OG opóropó  
GM opóropo  
EG   
WO   
FU oporopó  
AR oporopó  
OB opóropó  
OT   
OE opóriopo  
ME opóriopó/opórop

ó 
 

KU opóriopó  
KB oporópo  
WT opóropó  
ON opóriopó  
IK   
EK opóríópo  
KO opóriópo/opóríó

po 
 

GB opóríópo  
OR ézi  
AT ópólópó  
BI ɔb́ɪɪ́, opóropó  
Notes   
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PIGEON, DOVE 
Defaka       
NK  ndurú     
BD       
Ịb anị   elésiá  ɔtʊrʊkpɔḱpɔ ́  
Kalab arị   w̃ã ́ ɛ0rɛśɪ, 

olósikíya, 
kiri 
fofo

  

BL       
KI okú↓kú, n durú

,  
olósiká/elésìká    

NE kúku  olósɛkɪa-ɓa    
AK kuúku    ogunu, prísinn,  
BU       
OP alékpukpu, kúku      
OY olókpukpu      
ET kúku      
EO elékpúkpú, kúku      
BA alúkpukpu, kúku      
KL       
AP       
ID alékpukpu/ 

alíkpukpu 
     

OG alíkpukpu      
GM alíkpukpu      
EG       
WO       
FU olúkpukpu      
AR alíkpukpu      
OB olékuku      
OT       
OE elékpukpú,       
ME elékpukpu/ 

elépupú 
     

KU lékpukpú      
KB lékuku,     kiréndu, pɔlɪṕɪrɪ  
WT lékukú,     kirí ẽndukéndu  
ON elékpukpú      
IK       
EK       
KO lekúku/lékuku    kírí ekpete tɛt́ɛb́ʊrɛ/́ɛ�tɛt́ɛb́ʊrɛ ́
GB lekúku      
OR     píjinĩ ́  
AT     dóvu  
BI     kírí étítíi ?  
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Notes Columba livia 
COLũmbIDAE 
PWS #-kùkù 
Taube 
The Ijoid forms 
do not correspond 
regularly; loans 
from various 
sources? 

 Ịb anị pigeon 
Kalab arị dove 
KI pigeon 
NE turtle dove 
(dictionary) 

 KO: Blue-spotted 
Wood-dove (Turtur 
afer COLũmbIDAẽ 
Ịb anị: perhaps the 
Blue-Headed Wood 
Dove (Turtur 
brehmerĩ or Blue-
Spotted Wood 
Dove (Turtur afer) 
 

KO: Laughing Dove 
(Streptopelia 
senegalensis 
COLũmbIDAẽ [check 
id] 
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PIGEON, AFRICAN GREEN 
Defaka  
NK  
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab a
rị 

 

BL  
KI  
NE  
AK  
BU omótó 
OP  
OY  
ET  
EO  
BA  
KL  
AP omótó 
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU  
AR  
OB  
OT  
OE omõto 
ME  
KU  
KB  
WT  
ON  
IK omõtoó, amũdé 
EK  
KO amũdé 
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
Notes AP Green Fruit-Pigeon 

KO African Green Pigeon 
(Treron calva 
COLũmbIDAẽ 
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\PIT 
Defaka ḿbɪá́ abanã J 98 well  water-

pit? 
NK abanã  
BD   
Ịb anị póóló kíri  
Kalab a
rị 

ólulu  

BL   
KI ólulú  
NE ogugú  
AK opú opogolo, ogúgu  
BU ogúgú  
OP ogúgú  
OY ogugú  
ET oguguú  
EO ogúgú  
BA ogúgú  
KL   
AP póóló  
ID olomũ/olobu, ogugu  
OG dibei/dibe  
GM ogugu  
EG   
WO   
FU ogugu  
AR ɔgɔdɔ  
OB ogugu  
OT   
OE ogugu  
ME ogugu  
KU olómṹ, ogugu  
KB oguguú  
WT ogugu  
ON ogugu  
IK oguguú  
EK ogugú  
KO ogugú  
GB ogugú  
OR oko  
AT opõũ, ɓʊ ́  
BI bʊʊ́ ́  
Notes   
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PLACE 
Defaka   
NK yɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị yɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

yé yɔ ́  

BL   
KI nyɔɔ́  
NE yɔ  
AK iyɔ  
BU ɪyɔ ́  
OP iyɔ ́  
OY ɪyɔ  
ET iyɔ ́  
EO ɪyɔ ́  
BA ɪyɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔ ́  
ID iyɔ  
OG ɪyɔ  
GM iyɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪyɔ  
AR ɪyɔ  
OB iyɔ  
OT   
OE ɛyɔ ́  
ME ɛyɔ ́  
KU ɛyɔ ́  
KB ɛyɔ ́  
WT ɛnɪ ̃yɔ  
ON ɪyɔ ́  
IK ɪyɔ ́  
EK yɔɔ́ ́  
KO ɪyɔ,́ yɔ ́  
GB yɔ ́  
OR ɛýɔʊ́ ́  
AT yɔ ́  
BI yɔ ́  
Notes *ɪyɔʊ ? 2  
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PLAIT (HAIR) (V.T.) 
Defaka luo J 347 (=weave) 
NK téɓé dóri T?  
BD   
Ịb anị kpé↓é, sɪb́ɪ ́kpé, pá↓rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pá↓rɪ ́  

BL   
KI pá↓rɪ ́  
NE kṹ  
AK kṹũ, tɛɓɛ kũ  
BU kṹ  
OP kṹ  
OY kõṹ  
ET kṹ  
EO kóṹ  
BA kṹ  
KL   
AP kṹ  
ID fɪnã, kũ  
OG kũ  
GM koũ  
EG   
WO   
FU kuũ  
AR kũ  
OB kũ  
OT   
OE kuṹ  
ME kuṹ  
KU kṹ  
KB kṹ  
WT kuṹ  
ON kṹ  
IK kṹ  
EK kṹ  
KO kṹ  
GB kṹ  
OR kpe  
AT ókṹ  
BI kpáa  
Notes *kõũ 2  
 



726 

PLANK 
Defaka   
NK lúbɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị dʊṕɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊ↓́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗʊ↓́pɔ,́ cɪ ̃ ́pɛḱɛŕɛ ́  
NE kuru  
AK okuru  
BU kúrú  
OP kúrú páárá  
OY asɛkɛ,́ pɪlãŋ́gɪ  
ET tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́párá  
EO ɔsɛḱɛ ́  
BA ɔsɛḱɛ ́  
KL   
AP plánkɪ  
ID apɪpa/apapa, itarɪkɔ  
OG okpolokpo, ɪtarɪkɔ  
GM ɔsɛḱɛ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔsɪkɪ, apapa  
AR akpakʊ ́  
OB apapa  
OT   
OE apapa  
ME plank, apapa  
KU kárá wɛrɪ-́mɪ ̃,́ tɪ ̃ ́  
KB apɪpaá  
WT apápá  
ON tɛ̃ ́páárá, apápá  
IK plánki  
EK kúrú  
KO akpálákpá  
GB plánkɪ  
OR ókpólókpo  
AT pɪlãŋ́gɪ  
BI pɪlãŋ́gɪ  
Notes   
 



727 

PLANT (V.T.) 
Defaka kʊra J 366 sow, plant  
NK duɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị dipí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗiɓi  

BL   
KI ɗipí  
NE ɗiɓí, gboró  
AK ɗíɓi  
BU gbóró  
OP gbóró  
OY gboró  
ET gboró  
EO gbóró  
BA gbóró  
KL   
AP gbóró  
ID gboro  
OG gboro  
GM gboro  
EG   
WO   
FU gboro  
AR gboro  
OB gboro  
OT   
OE gboro  
ME gboro  
KU gburo  
KB gburoó  
WT gboro  
ON gboro  
IK ɣoró  
EK gboró  
KO gboró  
GB gboró  
OR ɗiɓi  
AT gboro  
BI gburo  
Notes *ɗipi 1 (=bury) 

*gboro 1 
 

 



728 

PLANTAIN 
Defaka ɔbɪnɔm  J 46 
NK obi ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪỹaʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

mbá↓nã ́  

BL   
KI mbɪ↓́nã/́ɪm̃bɪ↓́nã ́  
NE ábãŋgá,  
AK abãŋ́a, ɪjɔ ábãŋã  
BU abãŋ́ã  
OP abãŋ́a  
OY abãŋã ́  
ET abãã́  
EO abãŋ́ã ́  
BA abãŋ́ã ́  
KL   
AP abãã́ŋ́ã ́  
ID beriba  
OG beriba  
GM beriba  
EG   
WO   
FU beiba  
AR beiba  
OB beribe  
OT   
OE beribe  
ME beribe  
KU beribe  
KB bɪrɛɛ ́  
WT beribe  
ON beribe  
IK ɓeriɓieé  
EK beribá  
KO beribaá  
GB berebɔɔ ́  
OR abanã ́  
AT ɓeriɓa  
BI abɪnãá  
Notes   
 



729 

PLASTER (WALL) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK jíara  
BD   
Ịb anị lɔɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

sí↓kírí  

BL   
KI síkí↓rí  
NE lɔ ́  
AK ilɔ  
BU lɔ ́  
OP   
OY lɔɔ ́  
ET   
EO lɔɔ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP lɔɔ́ ́  
ID lɔɔ  
OG lɔɔ  
GM siiri  
EG   
WO   
FU lɔɔ  
AR simẽét(ĩ ?  
OB lɔɔ  
OT   
OE lɔɔ  
ME lɔʊ ́  
KU lɔ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK lɔɔ ́  
KO lɔɔ ́  
GB lɔɔ ́  
OR lɔ  
AT tɪ ̃ ́  
BI tɪ ̃,́ lɔ ́  
Notes   
 



730 

PLATFORM 
Defaka   
NK ábé  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔfɔnɔ̃,́ ɛb́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛb́ɛ,́ eminẽ, *  

BL   
KI tãnda ɔgɔnɔ̃ ́?  
NE ɛdɛ,́ agbadá  
AK ɛdɛɛ́  
BU agbádá  
OP agbádá, atánã ́  
OY akpɛkpɛ,́ tanã,́ 

agbádá 
 

ET atanã ́  
EO ɔdɪśá, agbádá, atánã ́  
BA ʊŋgʊɔ́,́ agbádá  
KL   
AP ɛkpɛḱpɛ,́ agbádá  
ID ɛkpɛkpɛ  
OG ɛkpɛkpɛ  
GM ɛkpɛkpɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛkpɛkpɛ  
AR ɛkpɛkpɛ  
OB tɛnɛ  
OT   
OE atɛnɛ  
ME atɛnɛ <atɪnã ? 
KU tanã  
KB tɪnãã ́  
WT tanã  
ON agbada, agbá gbánã ́  
IK pipɛ-yí, atanã ́  
EK agbadá, tanã ́  
KO tanã ́  
GB tanã ́  
OR adada  
AT okpõ, akʊasɪ, átálá  
BI íkpú  
Notes *atãdɛ ? 1 Dogon, Bantu 
 



731 

PLAY (V.I.): (N.) 
Defaka tei J 304 
NK tée: téi  
BD   
Ịb anị tí↓í  
Kalab a
rị 

tí↓í  

BL   
KI tí↓í  
NE toí  
AK tói  
BU téí  
OP téí  
OY teí  
ET téí  
EO tóí  
BA tóí  
KL   
AP tóí  
ID toi  
OG toi  
GM toi  
EG   
WO   
FU toi  
AR toi  
OB tei  
OT   
OE oló mɪɛ̃, teí  
ME oló mɪɛ̃, teí  
KU zoru  
KB zoruú  
WT zorú  
ON téí  
IK téí  
EK zoruú  
KO zorú  
GB zorú, téí  
OR metéi  
AT téí  
BI síté  
Notes *toi 3  
 



732 

PLUME 
Defaka   
NK ówú téɓe pikɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪṕʊɔ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪḱɔ,́ pulómũ  

BL   
KI   
NE ópuló  
AK pikɔ  
BU alélé  
OP   
OY alelé  
ET   
EO alélé  
BA alélé  
KL   
AP alélé  
ID alele  
OG alele  
GM ipʊkɔ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU alele  
AR alele  
OB alele  
OT   
OE alele  
ME alele  
KU alile  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK alele ɪpɪýɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO alelé  
GB aleleí  
OR fénĩ ́ópulo, ópuló  
AT awɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃ ́pɪɔ́m  
BI kʊnʊ ̃pɪ ́ɔ ̃  
Notes   
 



733 

POINT (TO) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK yɔ̃́ɔñŋɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊɣ́ʊ-́mãá/tʊʊ́-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔḱɪ-́↓mã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE tɔkɪ-́mɔ  
AK tɔkɪ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU tɔḱɪ-́mɔ̃,́ tɔ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY sɔ-̃mɔ̃,́ sakɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO sɔɔ́-́mɔ̃,́ sákɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP dɪá́  
ID sagɪ-mɔ  
OG sagɪ/sakɪ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU sakɪ-mɔ  
AR sɔ-̃mɔ  
OB sɔ-̃mɔ, t ɔ-̃mɔ  
OT   
OE dɪya  
ME dɪá  
KU tɔ̃-́mʊ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK tɔ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
KO tɔ̃-́mɔ̃,́ dáá  
GB tɔ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR sʊḿɔ  
AT tɔ̃ ́  
BI tɔ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



734 

POMADE 
Defaka   
NK ɓeke-ni pulo  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔm̃bɪ puló  
Kalab a
rị 

olo  

BL   
KI oloó  
NE ɔ̃ḿbɪ pulo, olópulo  
AK ɓéké pulo  
BU ɔm̃bɪ ́ pulo, ɓéke 

pulo 
 

OP béké pulo, ɔm̃bɛ ́
pulo, ɔdɛ ́

 

OY beké pulo  
ET puloó, ãmbɛ púlo, 

ɓeke puloó 
 

EO béké pulo  
BA béké pulo, ɔm̃bɪ ́

pulo, ʊdã ́
 

KL   
AP púló  
ID isiirí-ye  
OG siɣirí-ye  
GM siírí-yo  
EG   
WO   
FU ozu kɔŕɪ-́ye, ɔbɪ ̃-́ye  
AR isíkodo  
OB   
OT   
OE odẽ ́  
ME odẽ ́?  
KU ɔdɛ ́  
KB (odɛ) ?  
WT   
ON ãmbɛ púlo, beke 

puló 
 

IK ɓeke puló  
EK ɔm̃bɪ ́pulou  
KO ʊdɛɛ,́ ɔm̃bɪ púlou  
GB ɔm̃bɪɪ↓́yí  
OR elo  
AT olo  
BI ãmbɪ-yée  
Notes   
 



735 

POOR, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK siemẽndí  
BD   
Ịb anị siminĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ígõ ́ĩ ́  

BL   
KI ígúwẽĩ́/ígúṍĩ  
NE igõĩ  
AK igõĩ  
BU iŋgó, ɔyá  
OP uyá, iŋgó  
OY iŋgo, ʊyá  
ET iŋgó  
EO ʊyá, iŋgó  
BA ʊyá, igõ ́ĩ/́iŋgó  
KL   
AP iŋgó  
ID uya  
OG ɔya  
GM uya  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊya, igo  
AR ʊya  
OB ʊya  
OT   
OE   
ME ɔya, ẽŋgó  
KU ẽŋgó  
KB ẽŋgó  
WT ẽŋgó  
ON ẽŋgó  
IK iŋgó  
EK iŋgó  
KO iŋgó  
GB iŋgó  
OR ígóo  
AT akaɪ ̃  
BI akɛɪ̃ ̃  
Notes *ĩguwõĩ ? 2  
 



736 

Porcupine. Brush-tailed Porcupine, Atherurus africanus 
 

Defaka  
NK n dam 
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab arị ébin si 
BL  
KI ɓíɓílaɓí 
NE ɔwɔrɔwɔśɔ 
AK ɔwɔrɔwɔśɪ 
BU igírí 
OP igírí 
OY igiri 
ET  
EO igírí 
BA iŋgírísí 
KL  
AP igírí 
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU  
AR ugurisí 
OB ilepele 
OT  
OE lepélé 
ME  
KU lépílé 
KB lébélé 
WT lébélé 
ON  
IK ʊm̃gbásʊb́asʊb́a ?
EK légélé 
KO lébélé 
GB lébélé 
OR ɗíɓílɜ 
AT gbaka nãḿã 
BI ɪm̃gbamɔ ̃nɪ ̃ḿãá 
  

 
Notes: the Bonny names are borrowed for Igboid. The lébélé forms are clearly related to Central Delta 
adibila, and the Oruma form is probably a borrowing from Central Delta. Delta Edoid languages also have 
related adibile and this may be borrowed from Central Delta directly. Nembe ó�wọrọwó�sọ has no obvious 
external parallels. Oporoma ngba and the *igirisi roots seem to be local innovations. 
 



737 

Crested Porcupine, Hystrix cristata 
 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
   
 
Notes: the crested porcupine is not found everywhnere in the Delta. In some places, such as Ekpetiama, is 
seen as similar to the brush-tailed and given a qualified form of its name, but in Oporoma it has another 
name altogether, *punu. 



738 

POSSESS, HAVE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị yanã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

yanã  

BL   
KI yanã ́  
NE yanã ́  
AK yánã  
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA nãńã ́  
KL   
AP nãńã ́  
ID nãnã  
OG zɪnã  
GM nãnã  
EG   
WO   
FU nãnã  
AR nãnã  
OB nãnã  
OT   
OE nãnã  
ME nãnã  
KU nɪnã  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK nãnã ́  
KO nãnã ́  
GB nãnã ́  
OR yɪnã  
AT yɪnã  
BI nyɪnã  
Notes *ỹanã  
 



739 

POTTER 
Defaka   
NK ńgú kwáá ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛ ́tɛḿɛ̃-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛĺɛ ́tɛḿɛ̃-́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛĺɛ/́kúkú tɛḿɛ̃-́ɓɔ ́  
NE ɔtʊḿã ɓɛlɛ 

tɛmɛ/mɪɛ̃-ɓɔ 
 

AK ɓɛlɛ miɛ-ɓɔ  
BU iyé tɛḿɛ̃-́wéí  
OP bɛĺɛ/́iyí tɛḿɛ̃ ́

éré/kɛmɛ 
 

OY ũŋgu tɛmɛ kɪmɪ ̃  
ET   
EO kúɣú/kúú tɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ ́  
BA bɛĺɛ ́mɪ ̃ɛ́-́wéí/-áráʊ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID ũŋgu tɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ  
OG ebe tɛḿɛ̃ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
GM ebe tɛḿɛ̃ ́wei  
EG   
WO   
FU ebe tɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ  
AR   
OB iŋgu tɛmɛ ere  
OT   
OE ũŋgú tɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ/́éré  
ME oŋgú tɛḿɛ̃-́bɔ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK ũŋgú tɛḿɛ̃ ́ówéi  
EK bɛĺɛ ́tɛḿɛ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO kúú/ũŋgú tɛḿɛ̃ ́

kɪḿɪ ̃/́ * 
 

GB bɛĺɛ ́tɛḿɛ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃/́éré  
OR   
AT ɓɛĺɛ ́tɛḿɛ̃-́wéi/-árɔɔ́  
BI ɪpɪɗ́ɛ ki yé tɔḿówéí  
Notes   
 
 



740 

Potto, Perodicticus potto, Angwantibo, Arctocebus calabarensis 
 
Notes: These two animals are almost invariably known by the same name, even though it varies 
conisderably across the range of Ijoid. The Brass names, *ekidi, are virtually identical to those in Central 
Delta, suggesting they are loanwords into Ịjọ. The Central Delta names resemble the Ogoni names, *kiri, 
suggesting this is an old Cross River root. It also occurs in the Igboid languages as *kiri, where is probably 
a loan from Ogoni. some of the other Ijoid roots are evidently complex epithets, while forms such as *kuni 
are of unknown origin. However, none of the other Ijoid names represent nbeighboruing languages. 
 



741 

POUND (V.T.) 
Defaka tuka J 340 pound (in 

mortar)  
NK téḿ ?  
BD   
Ịb anị timĩ/́tiḿ  
Kalab a
rị 

temĩ  

BL   
KI temĩĩ ́  
NE temĩ ́  
AK temĩ  
BU títí  
OP títí  
OY temĩ ́  
ET titií  
EO títí  
BA títí  
KL   
AP títí  
ID titi, temĩ  
OG temĩ/timĩ  
GM timĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU timĩ  
AR timĩ  
OB temĩ  
OT   
OE temĩ  
ME temĩ  
KU temĩ  
KB temĩ  
WT temĩ  
ON temĩ  
IK temĩĩ ́  
EK temĩ ́  
KO temĩ ́  
GB temĩ ́  
OR gbé  
AT tomṹ  
BI tõõ  
Notes *temĩ 1  
 



742 

POUR (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sara  
BD   
Ịb anị sará  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪrá, sʊ↓́á  

BL   
KI sará  
NE sará  
AK túa, hára ?  
BU tóú  
OP tóú, dɔśɪ ́  
OY dɛsɪ  
ET toú  
EO tʊá́, dɔśʊ ́  
BA dɔśʊ ́  
KL   
AP dɔśʊ ́  
ID dẽĩ-mɔ  
OG dẽĩ-mɔ  
GM dẽĩ-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɔsʊ, dũĩ-mɔ  
AR tʊa, dɔsʊ  
OB dẽĩ-mɔ, dɛsɪ  
OT   
OE dẽĩ-mɔ, dɛsɪ  
ME dɛsɪ,́ dẽĩ-mɔ  
KU tʊá́  
KB dɪśɪ ́  
WT dẽĩ-mɔ  
ON tou, dɛśɪ ́  
IK dɔśɪ ́  
EK dẽĩ-mɔ̃ ́  
KO dẽĩ-mɔɔ,́ dɔśʊ/́dɔśɪ ́  
GB dɔśʊ ́  
OR ɗɛśɪ  
AT ɗɛśɪ,́ sara  
BI dɪśɪ ́  
Notes   
 



743 

POVERTY 
Defaka   
NK sie mẽndí  
BD   
Ịb anị siminĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ígõ ́ĩ ́  

BL   
KI ígúṍĩ  
NE igõĩ  
AK igõĩ  
BU iŋgó  
OP   
OY ʊyá, iŋgo  
ET   
EO ʊyá, iŋgó  
BA ʊyá  
KL   
AP iŋgó  
ID iya/uya  
OG ʊya  
GM uya  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊya, igo  
AR ʊya  
OB iŋgo  
OT   
OE uya  
ME ʊya  
KU ɔya  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK iŋgó  
KO iŋgó  
GB iŋgó  
OR ígóo  
AT akaɪ ̃  
BI akɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



744 

PRAɪSE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK bomã  
BD   
Ịb anị bómãá  
Kalab a
rị 

bó↓mã ́  

BL   
KI tókó↓nĩ,́ bomã ́  
NE bomɔ̃,́ tikonĩ ́  
AK bomɔ̃ɔ́  
BU sérí  
OP sérí  
OY ibomɔ̃ ́  
ET sérí  
EO sórí  
BA sórí  
KL   
AP tókónĩ ́  
ID sori, sĩ  
OG sĩ, sori  
GM sĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU sĩ  
AR sĩ  
OB sĩ  
OT   
OE serí, tokoni, beríyé, 

sĩ 
 

ME serí, tokoni  
KU sérí  
KB sérí  
WT serí, tokoni  
ON sérí  
IK sérí  
EK tokonĩ,́ béríá  
KO tokonĩ,́ sérí  
GB sérí, tokonĩ ́  
OR tútu-mɔ̃ɔ́  
AT sórí  
BI sórú  
Notes   
 



745 

PRAY (TO) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK té↓ké  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛ↓́ɣɛ/́tɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛ↓́kɛ ́  

BL   
KI tɛ↓́kɛ ́  
NE karɪ,́ tɛkɛ ́  
AK kári  
BU tɛḱɛ,́ kárɪ ́  
OP kárɪ ́  
OY karɪ  
ET tɛḱɛ ́?  
EO kárɪ ́  
BA tɛḱɛ ́?  
KL   
AP kárɪ ́  
ID tɛɣɛ, karɪ  
OG tɛkɛɪ  
GM tɛkɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU karɪ sáɪ ́  
AR karɪ  
OB tɛɣɛ, bii, karɪ  
OT   
OE tɛɛ ́  
ME tɛɛ ́  
KU tɪɣ́ɛ ́  
KB tɪɛ́/́tɪɣ́ɛ,́ kárɪ ́  
WT tɛɪ ́  
ON tɛḱɛ ́?  
IK tɛḱɛ ́?  
EK kárɪ ́  
KO tɛɛ́ ́  
GB karɪ,́ tɛḱɛ ́  
OR karɪ  
AT tɛɛ́ ́  
BI tɪýɛ ́  
Notes *tɛkɛ 3  
 



746 

PRECIOUS, VALUABLE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́lá  
Kalab a
rị 

yé lá  

BL   
KI yé lá  
NE ye la  
AK iye la  
BU iyé la  
OP iyí lá  
OY iye laa  
ET íláyí  
EO iyé lá  
BA yé lá  
KL   
AP ebí  
ID iyé láá  
OG iyé láá  
GM iyé láá  
EG   
WO   
FU ye laa, tɔrʊ bĩ ́  
AR   
OB gããrɪ̃ ̃,́ iye laa  
OT   
OE eyé láá  
ME eyé lá  
KU eyí láa yɔ  
KB eyí lá  
WT ebí yi  
ON yí lá  
IK yí lá  
EK yé láá  
KO (ĩyé lá  
GB yí lá  
OR   
AT yí lá  
BI yélá, ebi  
Notes *iye laa 2 2  
 



747 

PRESENT, BE: WAS PRES. (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kíri time  
BD   
Ịb anị ímĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

é↓mĩ:́ simẽ ́  

BL   
KI ómĩ:́ simẽ ́  
NE emi: timĩ ́  
AK imi: tími  
BU imĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
OP emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
OY emĩ:́ timĩ  
ET emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
EO emĩ,́ tímĩ ́  
BA emĩ,́ tímĩ ́  
KL   
AP emĩ ́  
ID emi, timĩ  
OG emi: kimi  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU emi: timĩ  
AR emĩ:́ timĩ  
OB emi: timĩ  
OT   
OE emĩ:́ timĩ ́  
ME emĩ:́ timĩ ́  
KU emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
KB emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
WT emĩ:́ timĩ ́  
ON emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
IK emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
EK emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
KO emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
GB emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
OR émĩ ́  
AT émĩ:́ súmã ́  
BI émĩ:́ sṹ  
Notes emi/omi 2 

timĩ/time 2 
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PREVENT, OBSTRUCT (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị kikí  
Kalab a
rị 

kiki, dasá-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI kikií  
NE kigí  
AK kígi  
BU kígí ?  
OP kígí  
OY kii-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO kígí-mɔ̃ ́  
BA mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́bɔɔ-mɔ ̃?  
KL   
AP pɛĺɛ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID pebi-ɣá, kpee  
OG pebi-ɣá  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra gbã,́ ʊgɔʊ gbã  
AR ɪgbɪsɛ  
OB gb ɔ ̃  
OT   
OE ɪm̃gbɪsɛ, gbõṍ  
ME gbõ  
KU bʊɔ́-́mɔ-ɣá  
KB ki-mɔɔ ́  
WT ki-mɔ, gbo-mɔ ̃?  
ON   
IK kii-mɔ̃ ́  
EK bɔɔ́-́mɔ̃-́ɣa, gbõṍ, 

kigí 
 

KO kií, bɔĺɔʊ́ ́pɛĺɛ-́mɔ̃,́ *  
GB zʊɔ,́ sei-mɔ̃ ́  
OR kĩĩ-mɔ  
AT ogbõ, meme mṹ 

kʊḿɔ̃ ́
 

BI igbomũ, igbṍ ta  
Notes *kiki 1  
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PRISON 
Defaka   
NK íkólí wari  
BD   
Ịb anị íkólí (wárɪ)́  
Kalab a
rị 

íkólí wá↓rɪ ́  

BL   
KI íkólí wárɪ ́  
NE ikoli (warɪ ̃  
AK ikoli wari  
BU ikólí (wárɪ)́  
OP ikólí (wárí)  
OY ikoli  
ET   
EO ikólí (wárɪ)́  
BA ikólí wárɪ ́  
KL   
AP ikólí  
ID igoli warɪ, gbãmɔ ̃

wárɪ ́
 

OG prisínã  
GM gbã-mɔ ̃wárɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU prisínã  
AR gbamɔ ̃wárɪ  
OB   
OT   
OE ɛgólí wárɪ ́  
ME ɛkólɪ ́wárɪ ́  
KU ególú wárɪ ́  
KB ególí/ekólí  
WT ególí  
ON ekólí wárí  
IK ikólí/prízinĩ ́(warĩ̃  
EK ikólí  
KO igólí/ikólí wárɪ ́  
GB ikólí  
OR íkólí (wárɪ ̃  
AT íkólí wárɪ  
BI pirízinã warɪ, *  
Notes   
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PROFIT (N.) 
Defaka   
NK súɔ-́yé  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔ-́nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔ-́yé  

BL   
KI sɔ-́yé  
NE sʊɔ yɔ  
AK hʊɔ yɔ  
BU sʊɔ́ ́yɔ ́  
OP   
OY sʊwɔ yɔ  
ET   
EO sʊẃɔ ́yɔ ́  
BA sʊɔ́ ́yɔ ́  
KL   
AP sʊɔ́ ́yɔ ́  
ID arere  
OG sʊɔ jɔ, arere  
GM arere  
EG   
WO   
FU arere  
AR arere  
OB arere  
OT   
OE arere  
ME sʊɔ yɔ,́ arere  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK areré, sʊɔ́ ́yɔ ́  
KO areré, sʊɔ́ ́yɔ ́  
GB areré  
OR sʊɔ́-́yé  
AT sɔ ́yí  
BI abʊ  
Notes *sʊɔ-ye 2 2  
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PROVERB 
Defaka   
NK kawu  
BD   
Ịb anị kaɓʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

egberi  

BL   
KI kaɓoó  
NE kaɓʊ ́  
AK káɓu  
BU káɓʊ ́  
OP kábʊ ́  
OY kabʊ ́  
ET kaɓú  
EO kábʊ ́  
BA kábʊ ́  
KL   
AP kábʊ ́  
ID kabʊ  
OG kabʊ  
GM kabʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU kabʊ  
AR kabʊ  
OB kabʊ  
OT   
OE akarɪ ́  
ME akarɪɪ ́  
KU akarɪ,́ kabʊ  
KB kabʊʊ ́  
WT kabʊ  
ON kabu  
IK kabú  
EK kabʊ ́  
KO kabʊ ́  
GB kabʊ ́  
OR kaɓʊ  
AT kaɓʊ  
BI kaakíríi  
Notes *kaɓʊ ? 1  
 



752 

PULL (ROPE) (V.T.) 
Defaka ɪỹ ̰ãmã  J 356 pull  
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nʊ̰̃nʊ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

nʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́  

BL   
KI nʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́  
NE nʊñʊ ̃  
AK nɔnɔ ̃?  
BU ɗʊńʊ̃ ́  
OP dʊńʊ̃ ́  
OY dʊnʊ ̃  
ET kpɔ̃ ́?  
EO dʊńʊ̃ ́  
BA dʊńʊ̃ ́(bó)  
KL   
AP dʊńʊ̃ ́  
ID dʊnʊ ̃  
OG dʊnʊ ̃  
GM kpʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊnʊ ̃  
AR dʊnʊ ̃  
OB dʊnʊ,̃ kpʊ ̃  
OT   
OE kpʊʊ̃ ́  
ME kpɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KU kpʊ̃ ́  
KB kpʊ̃ ́  
WT kpʊʊ̃ ́?  
ON kpɔ̃ ́  
IK kpɔ̃ ́?  
EK kpʊ̃ ́  
KO kpʊ̃ ́  
GB kpʊ̃ ́  
OR kpʊʊ́ ̃  
AT kpʊ̃ ́n-ákɪ, dɔ  
BI kpʊ̃ ́  
Notes *ɗʊñʊ ̃2  
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PULL OUT (STICK) (V.T.) 
Defaka ɪỹ ̰ãmã  J 356 pull  
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị wɔ↓́rɔ/́nʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́sií  
Kalab a
rị 

nʊ̃ńʊ̃,́ sĩ  

BL   
KI nʊ̃ńʊ̃,́ fɔ↓́nɔ̃.́ jí↓nẽ ́?  
NE sogu, sĩ ́  
AK nɔnɔ, hogu  
BU ɗʊńʊ̃ ́  
OP kpɔ̃ ́  
OY sou  
ET kpɔ̃ ́?  
EO sóú/sógú  
BA sógú  
KL   
AP dʊńʊ̃,́ sógú  
ID dʊnʊ ̃  
OG dʊnʊ ̃  
GM dʊnʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊnʊ ̃  
AR dʊnʊ ̃  
OB dʊnʊ ̃  
OT   
OE dʊnʊ̃ ́  
ME dʊnʊ̃ ́  
KU kpʊʊ̃,́ fʊʊ̃ ́?  
KB kpʊ̃ ́  
WT kpɔɔ̃̃ ́?  
ON dʊńʊ̃ ́  
IK kpɔ̃ ́?  
EK dʊńʊ̃ ́  
KO dʊńʊ̃ ́  
GB dʊńʊ̃ ́  
OR dʊńʊ ̃  
AT ɗʊńʊ̃ ́  
BI dʊńʊ̃,́ gbʊ̃ ́  
Notes *ɗʊñʊ ̃2  
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PULL= DRAG (CANOE) (V.T.) 
Defaka     
NK fí↓ɔń    
BD     
Ịb anị fɔ↓́nɔ̃ ́    
Kalab a
rị 

fɔ↓́nɔ̃ ́    

BL     
KI fɔ↓́nɔ̃ ́    
NE  fʊŋgɔ ĩmgbepelé  
AK  hɔ̃ŋ́ɔ ̃   
BU  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̰̃   
OP  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃   
OY  fɔɔ́ ̃ dʊnʊ ̃  
ET     
EO  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃   
BA  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃   
KL     
AP  fʊɔ́̃ ́   
ID  fɔɔ́ ̃   
OG  fɔŋ̃ɔ ̃   
GM  fɔʊ̃ ̃   
EG     
WO     
FU  fɔŋ̃ɔ ̃   
AR  fɔŋ̃ɔ ̃   
OB  fɔʊ̃ ̃   
OT     
OE  fɔɔ̃̃ ́   
ME  fɔɔ̃̃ ́   
KU  fʊɔ́̃ ́   
KB  fʊ̃ẃɔ ́   
WT  fʊʊ̃ ́   
ON  fɔ̃ ́   
IK     
EK  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃   
KO  (árʊ)́ fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́   
GB  fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃   
OR  fɔɪ́ ̃ ́   
AT     
BI   kpʊ̃ ́  
Notes *fɔñɔ ̃3 *fɔg̃ɔ/ fɔg̃ɪ ̃3   
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PUNT/POLE (BOAT) 
Defaka   
NK tímbí  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊńã ́píé/sómbí  
Kalab a
rị 

sómbí  

BL   
KI sú↓mã ́  
NE tĩmbi  
AK asu gbɛ ̃  
BU asú gbɪ ̃ ́  
OP asú gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OY   
ET gbẽĩ́ ́  
EO así gbɪ ̃ ́  
BA así gbɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP asú gbɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɔkpá/asu gbẽĩ  
OG dʊʊ-mɔ  
GM asú gbẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪja/ɪza gbẽĩ ́  
AR dʊɣʊ-mɔ  
OB asu gbẽĩ  
OT   
OE asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
ME asú gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
KU asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
KB asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
WT gbẽĩ ́  
ON asú gbɛ̃ ́  
IK asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
EK asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
KO asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
GB asú gbẽĩ́ ́  
OR ɔǵbalʊ ́dʊ ̃  
AT ɗʊńã ́  
BI dɪńã ́  
Notes   
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PUSH (V.T.) 
Defaka ɪỹ ̰ãmã  J 357  
NK dá↓ã,́ 

túɣurumã/tú↓kúmã 
T? 

 

BD   
Ịb anị sú-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

fɔ̃↓́ɔ,́ súkúrú-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI sú-↓mã ́  
NE dá, tuguru-mɔ̃ ́  
AK tuguru-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU dá, dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP fɔ̃ŋ́ɔ ̃ kóró-mɔ̃,́ dɛd́ɛ-́

mɔ̃ ́
 

OY dɪdɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET dɛd́ɛ-́mɔ  
EO dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA túɣúrú-mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID dʊʊ-mɔ  
OG dʊʊ-mɔ  
GM fɔʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU turu-mɔ  
AR dʊɣʊ-mɔ  
OB dɪnã  
OT   
OE dɪnã ́  
ME dɪnã ́  
KU dɪńɪ ̃-́mɔ  
KB dɪńɪ ̃-́mʊ̃,́ daá  
WT dɪnɪ ̃-́mʊ ̃  
ON dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ  
IK dɛd́ɛ-́mɔ  
EK dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ  
KO dɪd́ɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
GB dɪńɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR pɪɪ́-̃mɔ!, túru-mɔ!  
AT kánɪ ̃,́ pɪɪ̃-̃mɔ  
BI dɪńã,́ kanɪ  
Notes   
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PUT DOWN (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kóro-mã  
BD   
Ịb anị kúró-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

kúró-↓mã/́kóró-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI kóró-↓mã ́  
NE koro-mɔ̃ ́  
AK koro-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
OP kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
OY koro-mɔ̃ ́  
ET kóró-mɔ  
EO kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
BA kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
ID koro-mɔ  
OG koro-mɔ  
GM koro-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU koro-mɔ  
AR koro-mɔ  
OB koro-mɔ  
OT   
OE koró-mɔ  
ME koró-mɔ  
KU kóró-mɔ  
KB kóró-mʊ̃/́-mɔ̃ ́  
WT koró-mɔ  
ON kóró-mɔ  
IK kóró-mɔ  
EK kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
KO kóró-mɔ̃ ́  
GB kórómɔ̃ ́  
OR kóro-mɔ  
AT sɛɪ̃ ̃tʊʊ́a  
BI kɔŕʊ ́see, see  
Notes *koro-mã   
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PUT IN (V.T.) 
Defaka tɪa J 350 
NK tú↓á ?  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊ↓́á  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊ↓́á  

BL   
KI cʊ↓́á  
NE tʊá  
AK túa  
BU tʊá́  
OP túá  
OY tʊwá  
ET túá  
EO tʊá́  
BA tʊá́  
KL   
AP kɔ ́tʊá ?  
ID tʊwa  
OG tʊa  
GM tʊa  
EG   
WO   
FU tʊa  
AR tʊa  
OB tʊa  
OT   
OE tʊá  
ME tʊá  
KU tʊá́  
KB tʊá́  
WT tʊá  
ON túá  
IK túá  
EK tʊá́  
KO tʊá́  
GB tʊá́  
OR tua  
AT tʊá́  
BI tá  
Notes *tʊa 3 **tʊa ?  
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PUT ON (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị gbá↓nã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbá↓nã ́  

BL   
KI gbá↓nã ́  
NE gbanã ́  
AK gbánã  
BU gbánã ́  
OP gbánã ́  
OY gbanã ́?  
ET gbanãã ́  
EO lé-mɔ̃ ́?  
BA lé-mɔ̃ ́?  
KL   
AP léé-mɔ̃ ́  
ID lee-mɔ  
OG lei/lee-mɔ  
GM tɪɛ-mɔ, le-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU lei-mɔ  
AR lei-mɔ  
OB gbanã  
OT   
OE gbanã  
ME gbanã  
KU wɛŕɪ,́ gbɪnã  
KB gbɪnã  
WT gbanã  
ON gbanã  
IK   
EK gbanã ́  
KO gbanã ́  
GB gbanã ́  
OR (sórí) kpɪsaa  
AT kpasa  
BI agʊnɔmɔ̃↓́ɔ ́see  
Notes *gbanã 3/1  
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PYTHON 
Defaka   
NK kidoɣo, asiawɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔd́ʊḿ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔɗ́ʊḿ́  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɔŕɔf́ɔ,́ ɔɗ́ʊḿ́  
NE adagbá, éke korú, *  
AK ɔnɔmɔ, eké koru  
BU ɔdʊḿʊ̃ ́  
OP ɔdɔḿɔ̃,́ órú ɔd́ɔḿɔ̃,́  
OY okinĩḱíni  
ET aɗúmɔ̃,́ ɓinĩ ́aɗumɔ̃ ́  
EO ɔdʊḿʊ̃,́ adágbá  
BA okínĩḱinĩ,́ adʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP okínĩḱinĩ ́  
ID okinĩḱinĩ,́ beni bɪĺáɪ  
OG okinĩḱinĩ ́  
GM okinĩḱinĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU okinĩḱinĩ ́  
AR okinĩḱinĩ,́ beni 

ógilibo 
 

OB okinĩḱinĩ ́  
OT   
OE okínĩḱinĩ,́ sadɪá́  
ME okinĩḱíni, beni bɪlaɪ  
KU okinĩḱíni, beni bɪla  
KB adʊḿʊ̃,́okinĩḱíni,turi 

yeé,* 
 

WT okinĩḱíni, beni bɪla  
ON adɔḿɔ̃,́ beni adɔmɔ, 

beni bɪla 
 

IK aɗɔḿɔ̃,́ ɓeni aɗɔmɔ̃ ́  
EK oturówei  
KO uturówei, ɔdʊḿʊ̃ ́  
GB ɔdʊḿʊ̃,́ oturówei  
OR ɔɗ́ʊḿʊ̃,́ agbãróodó  
AT ófó, ɓʊrʊ ówei  
BI idigirídi, tɪ ̃ ́ ógu 

aweye, * 
 

Notes *ɔɗʊmʊ ̃2  
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Q. 
 
QUARREL (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kam  
BD   
Ịb anị kam(ʊ ̃koró/sɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kamʊ ̃sɔ ́  

BL   
KI kamʊ̃ ́sɔ ?  
NE kamɪ ̃ ́sʊɔ, kámɪ ̃  
AK kámi, gɔĺi ?  
BU gbárá, sʊʊ́ ́  
OP dɔńɔ̃í́, dɔńɔ̃ ́  
OY dʊnɪ ̃ɪ́  
ET ɗɔnɔɔ ́  
EO sʊɣ́ʊ,́ dʊńʊ̃ ́  
BA sʊɣ́ʊ ́  
KL   
AP sʊʊ́ ́  
ID dʊnʊ̃ ́  
OG sʊɣʊ, dʊnʊ̃ ́  
GM sʊ ?  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊɣʊ  
AR sʊɣʊ, ɪdʊnʊ̃ ́  
OB dʊnʊ̃ ́  
OT   
OE sʊʊ,́ dʊnɪɪ ́  
ME dʊnɪɪ ́L?  
KU dʊnɪɪ ?  
KB dʊnɛɪ ́  
WT dʊnɛɪ ́  
ON dɔnɔ̃ ́  
IK ɗɔnɔɔ ́  
EK dʊnɪ ̃ ́  
KO dʊnɪɪ/́dʊnʊɪ̃ ́  
GB sʊʊ ́  
OR ɗɔɔʊ́  
AT bɪɪ́ ́ɗɔʊ́ ́  
BI ívíi, agbãŋgɪǵá  
Notes   
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QUARTER 
Defaka   
NK dú  
BD   
Ịb anị póló  
Kalab a
rị 

póló, ogigo  

BL   
KI ɓírí  
NE ɓiri, polo  
AK itiɛ, kíri  
BU póló  
OP bírí  
OY pele  
ET ɓírí  
EO póló, bírí  
BA bírí  
KL   
AP bírí  
ID idúmṹ  
OG idúmũ  
GM idumṹ  
EG   
WO   
FU idumṹ, biri  
AR idimṹ  
OB idúmũ  
OT   
OE edúmṹ, birí, egéde  
ME edúmũ, egéde  
KU edúmṹ  
KB bírí  
WT birí  
ON bírí  
IK pélé  
EK bírí  
KO bírí,wárí,árʊ ́ʊḱʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
GB bírí  
OR ɓírí  
AT wárɪ ́  
BI egbe  
Notes   
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R. 
RACK FOR DRYING FISH 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɪkarãŋga  
Kalab a
rị 

edeni, kásá, 
kãŋgará ? 

 

BL   
KI   
NE edeni, akãŋgará, 

kasa 
 

AK idéni, eri  
BU érí  
OP   
OY eri  
ET   
EO érí  
BA érí  
KL   
AP érí  
ID eri  
OG eri  
GM eri  
EG   
WO   
FU eri  
AR eri  
OB erí  
OT   
OE erí  
ME erí  
KU ẽndi ya kasara/yí  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK érí  
KO érí  
GB érí  
OR átálá  
AT átálá  
BI átɪĺá  
Notes   
 



764 

RAFFIA PALM 
Defaka   
NK kɔŕɔ,́ íkpa kɔrɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔŕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊŕɔ ́  

BL   
KI iru kɔrɔ ́  
NE kɔrɔ; bou  
AK kɔrɔ  
BU kɔŕɔ ́  
OP kɔŕɔ ́  
OY kɔrɔ, bou, itɔbɔ  
ET kɔŕɔ ́  
EO kɔŕɔ,́ bóú  
BA kɔŕɔ ́  
KL   
AP kʊŕɔ ́  
ID kɔrɔ  
OG kɔrɔ  
GM kɔrɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɔ  
AR kɔrɔ  
OB kɔrɔ  
OT   
OE kɔrɔ ́  
ME kɔrɔ ́  
KU kʊrɔ ́  
KB kʊŕɔ ́  
WT kɔrɔ ́  
ON kɔŕɔ ́  
IK kɔŕɔ,́ ɓóú kɔŕɔ ́  
EK kɔŕɔ ́tɪ ̃,́ boyá  
KO kɔŕɔ,́ boyá  
GB kɔŕɔ,́ izẽ ́  
OR kʊŕɔ ́  
AT kɔŕɔ,́ áda  
BI ɓóyée  
Notes *kɔrɔ 2  
 



765 

RAIN 
Defaka sɔ̃ɪ ̃ J 115 
NK ínẽĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓tí  
Kalab a
rị 

é↓nẽ ́  

BL   
KI é↓nẽ ́  
NE osó/osuó/osuwó  
AK ohúo  
BU osúwó  
OP osúwó  
OY osuwó  
ET osuó  
EO osúwó  
BA osúó  
KL   
AP osúó  
ID osuo  
OG osuo  
GM osuo  
EG   
WO   
FU osuo  
AR osuo  
OB osuo  
OT   
OE osuwo  
ME osuo  
KU osuo  
KB osuo, oso  
WT osuo  
ON osuo  
IK osuó  
EK osuó  
KO osuó  
GB osuó  
OR suo  
AT osuo, oso  
BI agʊnɔ̃ ́  
Notes *erẽ̃ĩ 3 

*osuwo 1 
 
Cf. Urhobo osio 
rain 
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RAINBOW 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ógónó  

BL   
KI ɔɗ́ʊḿ́  
NE suó iboli  
AK ohuó iboli  
BU osúwó ibebe  
OP osúwó ápépí  
OY osuwó-apenbi  
ET osu apopú  
EO osúó apebi  
BA osú ápebi  
KL   
AP osúó apebi  
ID osuó 

epeleba/ebeleba 
 

OG osuó 
epeleba/epelepa 

 

GM osuo ápebi  
EG   
WO   
FU osuá pipio  
AR osúó apebi  
OB apopiyo  
OT   
OE osuwo apebi  
ME osuo biou  
KU osuo apóbú  
KB osuopoú  
WT osuo apóbú  
ON osuo apobu  
IK   
EK osuo tɔrʊ ́  
KO osuo ipé  
GB osuo ipé  
OR élégulégu  
AT okumóku  
BI égilégu  
Notes   
 



767 

RAINCLOUDS 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị si so  
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL é↓nẽ ́  
KI (seí) ene  
NE inẽ héi, héi inẽ  
AK inĩ ́tórú  
BU enẽĩ́ ́tɔŕú  
OP   
OY enẽĩ́ ́tɔŕú  
ET   
EO erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ(́seĩ  
BA   
KL osúó, érẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
AP ɔgɔnɔ/erẽ̃ĩ tɔrʊ  
ID ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ ́sei  
OG ɔgɔnɔ ̃séí  
GM   
EG   
WO sei érẽ̃ĩ tɔrʊ  
FU osuo(sei-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃  
AR sei érẽ̃ĩ  
OB   
OT erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
OE   
ME   
KU erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔrʊ  
KB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔrʊ ́  
WT   
ON érẽ̃ĩ́ tɔrʊ ?  
IK erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
EK erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́(seí)  
KO erẽ̃ĩ́ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
GB énẽĩ́ ́tɔrɪ  
OR ámã ́tɔŕɪɪ́  
AT ámã ́tɔŕʊʊ́  
BI   
Notes   
 



768 

RAINY SEASON 
Defaka sɔ̃ɪ ̃kɪa J 115 
NK ínẽí́ óku  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓tí saa fɔŋ́gʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛŋ́gʊ ́  

BL   
KI é↓nẽ ́sɪḱɪ  
NE ɓógoi, osuó ifie, 

fɛŋ̃gʊ 
 

AK ɓogoi  
BU osúó ifie  
OP osúwó ↓ífíyé  
OY osuwó ifie/binĩ ́  
ET osuu ifié  
EO osúó ifie/ bíni  
BA osúó ífie  
KL   
AP osúó ifie  
ID osuó ifie  
OG bowei  
GM osuo bɔĺɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU bowei kirí  
AR izɛʊ kiri  
OB osuwé taɪ ̃  
OT   
OE osuwo taɪ/̃seri, ó 

okṍyẽ ́
 

ME osuo taɪ ̃  
KU okṍyẽ ́  
KB osuo benĩ ́  
WT osuo sei-dɛ  
ON osuu efie  
IK osuo ifié  
EK osuo ifíé  
KO osuo ifíé/ifíe  
GB osuo ifíé  
OR suo áwa  
AT ɓʊḿãá, oso ifíe  
BI agʊnɔ ̃ogóo  
Notes   
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RAM 
Defaka   
NK ajirimã ́kɔñdɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ijurumãá  
Kalab a
rị 

ejimĩńã  

BL   
KI ájirimãá  
NE odugbanã ́  
AK odugbánã  
BU odṹmgbálá  
OP owéí ɔńãńã,́ 

odṹmgbálá 
 

OY owei anɪnã  
ET   
EO odṹmgbálá  
BA odṹmgbálá  
KL   
AP ɔnãńã ́  
ID owei ɔnãnã/ɔnɪnã  
OG agbo, owei 

ɔnãnã/ɔnɪnã 
 

GM owei ɔnɪnã  
EG   
WO   
FU owei ɔnãnã  
AR agbo, owei ɔnãnã  
OB owei ɔnɪnã  
OT   
OE owéí ánãńã ́  
ME owéí ánãńã ́  
KU owéí ánɪ ̃ńã ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK owéí ánĩńã ́  
EK owéí ɔńãńã,́ 

odĩmgbilá 
 

KO owéí ɔńɪ ̃ńã ́  
GB odĩmgbilá, ówéí 

ɔńɪ ̃ńã ́
 

OR ogbelé  
AT óbúlú  
BI obulu  
Notes   
 



770 

RAT 
Defaka ɪnɔm J 145 
NK ofũŋguru  
BD   
Ịb anị ofṹŋguru  
Kalab a
rị 

ofṹŋguru  

BL   
KI ofũŋgurú  
NE éke  
AK ikée, ɓou íke  
BU oké  
OP oké  
OY oké  
ET okeé  
EO oké  
BA oké  
KL   
AP oké  
ID oké  
OG oké  
GM oke  
EG   
WO   
FU oké  
AR oké  
OB oké  
OT   
OE (okẽ  
ME oke  
KU oke  
KB oke  
WT oke  
ON oke  
IK okeé  
EK eké  
KO ekeé/okeé  
GB ekeé  
OR ofunu  
AT ekẽ ́  
BI ekíré↓kú  
Notes   
 
 



771 

RAZOR 
Defaka   
NK erézi  
BD   
Ịb anị eréji  
Kalab a
rị 

bilédi, sɪb́ɪ ́sɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ógíé  

BL   
KI   
NE ɛpʊ, réjɔ  
AK rézɔ  
BU ɓéke iwei  
OP   
OY eréza  
ET   
EO ándʊlʊ  
BA ɪpɔŕɪ ́sĩ-́ye, iwéí  
KL   
AP blédi  
ID rézɔ, palɪ,́ bilédi  
OG arɪ,̃ ɔpalɪ, bilédi  
GM arɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪbɪ sɪ ̃ɛdɛɪ ̃  
AR blédi, tɪbɪ sɪɛ̃ ̃ɛdɛɪ ̃  
OB arɪ,̃ bilédi  
OT   
OE rézo, palɪ  
ME rézɔ, palɪ  
KU palɪ  
KB ɛpɔŕɪ/́tɪb́ɪ ́sɛ̃ɪ́ ̃-́yí  
WT palɪ,́ ɛpɔŕɪ ́sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́éyí  
ON   
IK kɔ ̃ tua-yií, tɛɓ́ɛ ́ sɛ̃ĩ́-́

yí 
 

EK eréza, palɪ ́  
KO palɪ ́  
GB palɪ ́  
OR rézɜ  
AT bilédi, sʊɓ́ʊ ́kɔŕɪ-́yíi  
BI bilédi, sɪɓ́ɪ ́kɔŕɪ-́yée  
Notes   
 



772 

REACH, ARRIVE (V.T.) 
Defaka iso J 279 
NK lá↓á  
BD   
Ịb anị lá↓á  
Kalab a
rị 

lá↓á  

BL   
KI lá ?  
NE lá  
AK láa  
BU lá  
OP lá  
OY laá  
ET lá  
EO lá  
BA lá ?  
KL   
AP láá  
ID laa  
OG laa  
GM laa  
EG   
WO   
FU laa  
AR la  
OB laa  
OT   
OE laá  
ME laá  
KU lá  
KB lá  
WT laá  
ON lá  
IK lá  
EK láá  
KO láá, agbá  
GB láá  
OR lá  
AT lá  
BI lá  
Notes *laa 3  
 



773 

READ (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị gó↓ó  
Kalab a
rị 

gó↓ó  

BL   
KI kɪɛ̃,́ gó↓ó  
NE gó  
AK góo  
BU gó  
OP gó  
OY goó  
ET goó  
EO góó  
BA gó  
KL   
AP góó  
ID kɪɪ̃ ̃  
OG kɪɪ̃ ̃  
GM di  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪɛ̃ ̃  
AR kɪɛ̃ ̃  
OB tɪ ̃  
OT   
OE goo  
ME di, go  
KU go  
KB goó, kɪɛ̃ ̃?  
WT di ?  
ON go  
IK goó  
EK goó  
KO goó  
GB goó  
OR ɛŕɛsɪ  
AT go  
BI cɛ ̃  
Notes *goo 3  
 



774 

RED 
Defaka   
NK gogori  
BD   
Ịb anị áwʊ-́áwʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

áwʊ,́ ḿgbɔkʊ ́  

BL   
KI pulo-puló  
NE ɓɪa-ɓɪa, wo-wó, 

o(do)dó, * 
 

AK pinã-pínã, wo-wó, 
ɓia-ɓía 

 

BU wó-wó  
OP kélé-kélé  
OY kuwe-kuwé, woo-

woó 
 

ET kue-kué  
EO wóó-wóó  
BA wó-wó  
KL   
AP wóó-wóó  
ID woo-woo  
OG woo-woo, kue-kue  
GM woo-woo  
EG   
WO   
FU woo-woo  
AR woo-woo  
OB kuo-kuo, woo-woo  
OT   
OE kuwe-kuwe  
ME kue-kue  
KU kue-kue  
KB asɪá́nsɪ ̃= asɪ ̃-́asɪ,̃ *  
WT gue-gue  
ON kúé-kúé  
IK kuo-kuó, yere-yeré  
EK yere-yeré  
KO yere-yeré, kue-kué, 

obósí 
 

GB kuo-kuó  
OR áwʊ-́áwʊ ́  
AT yere-yere, keri-keri  
BI bʊfɛɛ́, zike-zike  
Notes *awʊ-awʊ (EI, ɪɪ ̃

*woo-woo (NA, 
Ịzọn) 

 

 



775 

REFUSE (V.I.) 
Defaka ɔdʊɔ̃ ̃ J 315 
NK kumã  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɣɪ/́sɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗuko-wá↓á, ɔḱɪ-́yá  

BL   
KI sɪkɪɪ ́  
NE ɓɔʊ-́ɣa  
AK ɓɔu-gáa  
BU ɓɔʊ-ɣɛ, ɓíɓínĩ-́ɣɛ  
OP bɔʊ́-́ɣɛ  
OY bɔʊ-́ɣa  
ET ɓɔ-ɣɛ ́  
EO bɔʊ́-́ɣɛ ́  
BA bɔʊ́-́ɣɛ ́  
KL   
AP bɔʊ́-́ɣɛ ́  
ID bɔɔ-ɣá  
OG bɔɔ-ɣá  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɔɔ-ɣa  
AR akɪ nã ?  
OB bɔɔ-ɣá  
OT   
OE bɔɔ-ɣá  
ME bɔ-ɣá  
KU bɔ-ɣa  
KB bɔʊ-ɣaá  
WT bɔʊ-ɣa  
ON bɔ-ɣa  
IK ɓɔ-á  
EK bɔʊ-ɣá  
KO bɔɔ/gbanãɪ-ɣá  
GB gbanãɪ-ɣá, bɔɔ-ɣá  
OR ɓeeni-á  
AT meme-gá  
BI miminĩ-́yá  
Notes   
 



776 

REMAIN, BE LEFT (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kéremã  
BD   
Ịb anị kɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔɔ̃̃ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE kɔ ́  
AK kɔɔ́  
BU kɔ ́  
OP   
OY kɔɔ ́  
ET   
EO kɔɔ́ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kɔɔ́ ́  
ID kɔɔ  
OG kɔɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kɔɔ  
AR kɔ  
OB kɔɔ  
OT   
OE kɔɔ  
ME kɔɔ ́  
KU kɔ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kɔɔ ́  
KO kɔɔ ́  
GB kɔɔ ́  
OR kɔɔ  
AT kɔ  
BI kɔ ̃  
Notes *kɔ 1  
 



777 

REMEMBER (V.T.) 
Defaka ɪḱɛŕɛ ́ísoomã J 297 
NK igbolu-mã/igboli-mã  
BD   
Ịb anị bíé ↓kóró-mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓíó ↓kóró-mã ?  

BL   
KI ɓíé ↓kóró-mãá ?  
NE ikió  
AK ikíye  
BU ikíé  
OP ikíé  
OY ikiyé  
ET okíé  
EO ikíyó  
BA ikíó  
KL   
AP ikíé  
ID ikie  
OG ikie  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ikiyo  
AR ikio  
OB ikiyo  
OT   
OE ekíyé  
ME ekíé  
KU okíé  
KB okíé  
WT okíé, bɪrá fa-ɣá  
ON okíé  
IK okíé  
EK ukíé  
KO ukíé  
GB ukíí  
OR íkie  
AT ókíó-↓mʊ̃ ́  
BI ícégba  
Notes *ukiyo ? 3?  
 



778 

RESEMBLE (V.ACC.) 
Defaka   
NK beri  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪká  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪká  

BL   
KI kɪkɪnãã ́?  
NE kɪǵɛ, koró-mɔ  
AK léi  
BU léí  
OP léí  
OY leí  
ET leí  
EO léí  
BA léí  
KL   
AP léí  
ID kɪbɛɪ,́ leí  
OG kɪbɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kɪbɛ  
AR kɪbɛ  
OB leí  
OT   
OE leí  
ME leí  
KU lei  
KB leí  
WT leí  
ON leí  
IK leí  
EK leí  
KO leí  
GB leí  
OR yiíi  
AT gɪnã  
BI jinã  
Notes   
   
 



779 

REST (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK íyɔ̃ ́sára  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪɲ́ɔ̃ ́sárá  
Kalab a
rị 

n yɔ ́sárá  

BL   
KI ɪýɔ̃/́sárá  
NE odú ɗɔʊ-mɔ, ɪy ̰ɔ ̃

sará/ɗɔʊ-mɔ̃ ́
 

AK odu ɗɔ-́mɔ ̃?  
BU ozú ɗɔɔ-mɔ  
OP mbá sara/pou ?  
OY ãŋgɔ dɔɔ-mɔ  
ET ozú dɔ-mɔ ̃?  
EO ozú dɔɔ́-mɔ  
BA ozú dɔɔ́-mɔ  
KL   
AP ɪm̃bá sárá  
ID iba sárá, ɪý ̰ɔ ̃sara  
OG ɪy ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃sara  
GM ozu sɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪba sará  
AR ɪba sára  
OB ɪm̃ba póú  
OT   
OE ẽmba fou  
ME ɛm̃ba fou ?  
KU ɛm̃ba fou  
KB ãmba fou ?  
WT ãmba fou ?  
ON mbafou ?  
IK mbafoú ?  
EK   
KO ʊm̃baʊfíyou ?  
GB ɪm̃ba fí↓yóú/fóú  
OR ɜyɔ̃ ́tĩy ̰ẽĩ vowel harmony? 
AT ɪýɔ̃ ́sẽĩ́/tʊá  
BI ɪɲ́ɔ̃ ́séé  
Notes   
 



780 

RETURN (V.L) 
Defaka   
NK ɓúpiɣi (pili ɓó)  
BD   
Ịb anị pɪɣɪ/́pɪɪ ́↓ɓó  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪkɪ-mã ́↓ɓó  

BL   
KI vĩ ́pɪkɪ ́  
NE wágɪ  
AK wágɛ (ɓo) ?  
BU ɓɛɛ́ĺɪ ́(ɓo)  
OP wáí bo  
OY waɪ ́  
ET waí ɓó  
EO bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
BA bɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP bɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
ID waɪ,́ bɛɛlɪ ́bo  
OG bɔɣɔlɪ ́bo  
GM waɪ ́bo  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɛlɪ ́bo  
AR bɛɣɛlɪ ́  
OB waɪ ́bo  
OT   
OE waɪ ́(bó)  
ME waɪ ́boó  
KU waɪ bó  
KB waɪ bó  
WT waɪ ́(bó)  
ON waí bó  
IK wai bó  
EK waɪ ́  
KO waɪ ́bó  
GB waɪ bó  
OR girí ɓo  
AT kɪyɪ ̃ɓóo  
BI wɛɛ/cĩ ɓóo  
Notes   
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RIBS 
Defaka   
NK akpani ɓala  
BD   
Ịb anị ńgásá ágbʊgba  
Kalab a
rị 

agaga-ɓɛ 
mgbée/ḿgbe 

 

BL   
KI agaga ɓíé ĩḿgbe  
NE saraga  
AK ɓiri hãŋgara  
BU ãŋgá sárá ɓɪĺ áɪ ́  
OP ãŋgá sáárá (ágbádá)  
OY ãŋga sara ũmgbou  
ET agbadá  
EO ãŋgá sáɣárá  
BA ãŋgá sárá  
KL   
AP agbádá ṹmgbóú  
ID aga/ãŋga saara 

ígbou 
 

OG agbada  
GM aga sara  
EG   
WO   
FU (aga) saara  
AR saɣara  
OB ãŋga saara  
OT   
OE ãŋgá sárá émgbóú, 

* 
 

ME ãŋgá sárá  
KU agbáda bɪbɪ  
KB ãŋgá sárá ḿgbou  
WT ãŋgá sárá ĩmgbóú  
ON agbada, ãŋgá 

bíláí/sárá 
 

IK agbadá  
EK ãŋgá sáráɪ,́ agbadá  
KO agbáda  
GB ãŋgá sááráɪ ́  
OR ɛgɪgãɪ́ ̃  
AT agã kɔ̃ ́ígbõ  
BI ãŋga kɔ̃ ́ ĩmgbo, 

ágbɪdá 
 

Notes   
 



782 

RICE 
Defaka   
NK orɔśi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔrɔśɪ/ɔrɔɔ́sɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

arʊsʊʊ́ ̃  

BL   
KI ɔɓɔḱɔ fiye, ɔrɔśɪ  
NE ɔrɔśɪ  
AK ɔrɔhɛɛ́, ɔrɛhɛ  
BU ɔrɔśɪ  
OP ɔŕɔśi  
OY ɔrɔśɪ  
ET ɔŕɔśi  
EO ɔrɔśɪ  
BA ɔrɔśɪ  
KL   
AP ɔrɔśɪ  
ID ɔrɔźɪ/orósu  
OG oróso  
GM oróso  
EG   
WO   
FU ráɪs  
AR ɛrɛɛ́s  
OB oróso  
OT   
OE ɔrɔśɪ  
ME ɔrɔśɪ  
KU ɔrɔśɪ  
KB atamgbála ãŋga, 

ɔrɔśɪ 
 

WT ɔrɔśɪ  
ON ɔŕɔśi  
IK ɔrɔśi  
EK ɔrɔśɪ  
KO ɔrɔśɪ, 

atamgbaláãŋga 
 

GB atamgbála ãŋga  
OR arʊsʊ ́  
AT ɔrɔśɪɪ́  
BI ɔrɔśɪɪ́  
Notes   
 
 



783 

RICH, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK álá, ŋǵɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋǵɔ ́kɔ,́ álá  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔ,̃ pɛrɛ/pɪrɛ  

BL   
KI ɪ ̃ŋ́gɔ,́ álá, pɛrɛ ́  
NE pɛrɛ,́ ala, ɪŋgɔ kɔ̃  
AK pɛŕɛ, ala, iŋgɔ  
BU pɛŕɛ ́  
OP pɛŕɛ ́  
OY pɛrɛ ́  
ET pɛrɛ ́  
EO pɛŕɛ ́  
BA pɛŕɛ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID pɛrɛ  
OG pɛrɛ  
GM pɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛrɛ  
AR pɛrɛ  
OB pɛrɛ  
OT   
OE pɛrɛ  
ME pɛrɛ  
KU pɪrɛ  
KB pɪrɛɛ ́  
WT pɛrɛ  
ON pɛrɛ  
IK pɛrɛ ́  
EK pɛrɛ ́  
KO pɛrɛ ́  
GB pɛrɛ ́  
OR pɛrɛ  
AT pɛrɛ  
BI pɪrɛ  
Notes *pɛrɛ 1  
 



784 

RICHES 
Defaka   
NK álá-ŋǵɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋǵɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ŋǵɔ ́  

BL   
KI ŋǵɔ,́ pɛrɛ ́  
NE ɪŋgɔ, peré  
AK iŋgɔ  
BU ɪŋgɔ ́  
OP ɪŋgɔ ́  
OY ɪŋgɔ  
ET iŋgɔ ́  
EO ʊŋgɔ ́  
BA ŋgɔ/́ɪŋgɔ ́  
KL   
AP pɛŕɛ ́?  
ID pɛrɛ  
OG pɛrɛ  
GM pɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛrɛ, ɪgɔ  
AR ʊgɔ  
OB ɪŋgɔ  
OT   
OE ɛŋ̃gɔ,́ pɛrɛ  
ME ɛŋ̃gɔ ́  
KU ẽŋgó ?  
KB ɛŋ̃gɔ ́  
WT ɪŋgɔ ́  
ON iŋgɔ ́  
IK ekpeseé, iŋgɔ ́?  
EK pɛrɛ ́  
KO ʊŋgɔ ́  
GB pɛrɛ ́  
OR pɛrɛ  
AT pɛrɛ  
BI pɪrɛ  
Notes *ɪg̃ɔ 2  
 



785 

RIDDLE 
Defaka   
NK kálá-ye njée, njée 

kálá 
 

BD   
Ịb anị igbiri ?  
Kalab a
rị 

aka  

BL   
KI   
NE dúu  
AK idúmũ  
BU izímṹ  
OP ezúmṹ/ezémṹ  
OY izimṹ  
ET edumṹ  
EO izímṹ  
BA izímṹ  
KL   
AP izímṹ  
ID gbída  
OG gbída  
GM gbída  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR kabʊ  
OB gbído  
OT   
OE agbída  
ME agbída/gbído  
KU takɪ ́  
KB takɪɪ ́  
WT kpakɪ ́  
ON ezúmũ  
IK edúmṹ  
EK   
KO tɔkɪ ́  
GB tɔkɪ ́  
OR ódumṹ  
AT kaɓʊ  
BI azaríyo  
Notes   
   
 



786 

RIGHT(-HAND) 
Defaka ɛmɛnɛ kaɓa J 253 
NK amã (ɓara)  
BD   
Ịb anị amã (ɓá↓rá)  
Kalab a
rị 

amã (ɓá↓rá), yé fɪ ́
(ɓá↓rá) 

 

BL   
KI amã (ɓára)  
NE ámã (ɓára), ye fɪ 

(ɓará) 
 

AK iye hɛ (ɓára), amãá  
BU amã ́  
OP amã ́  
OY amã ́  
ET amãá  
EO amã ́  
BA amã ́  
KL   
AP amã ́  
ID amã  
OG amã  
GM amã  
EG   
WO   
FU amã  
AR amã  
OB amã  
OT   
OE amã  
ME amã  
KU amã  
KB amã  
WT amã  
ON amã  
IK amãá  
EK amãá  
KO amãá,amã bará, *  
GB amãá  
OR amã (ɓárá)  
AT amã  
BI amã (bɪŕá)  
Notes *amã 1  
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RIGHT/CORRECT,BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK gbɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị kara-kárá  
Kalab a
rị 

kara-kárá  

BL   
KI gbʊḱʊḱʊ,́ gbʊśʊńʊ̃ ́  
NE koríya/koría, kará-

kara 
 

AK koríya  
BU kóróyá  
OP gbásí, késí  
OY gesii  
ET kɛrɛ ́  
EO kɪŕɪɪ́, gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
BA ebí, gbásɪɪ́,́ kɪrɪɪ́  
KL   
AP kɪŕɪɪ  
ID kɪrɪɪ́  
OG kɪrɪɪ́  
GM kɪrɪɪ́  
EG   
WO   
FU kara  
AR kara, kɪrɪ  
OB kɪrɪɪ́  
OT   
OE kɪrɪɪ́  
ME kɪrɪɪ́  
KU kɪrɪɪ́  
KB gésí, gbásɪ,́ kɪrɪɪ́  
WT kɪrɪɪ́  
ON gbáásí, kɛrɛɛ́  
IK kɛrɛɛ́  
EK kɪrɪɪ́  
KO kɪrɪɪ́, gbásɪ ́  
GB kɪrɪɪ́  
OR koréi  
AT koro  
BI kɪŕɪŕɪ ́  
Notes   
   
 



788 

RING 
Defaka   
NK ɓára tũmgba tú↓á-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓sʊá́ nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gúlu  

BL   
KI ɓárá cʊ↓́á yé  
NE ɓará tʊa-ye  
AK ɓará itũŋgbali tua-

ye 
 

BU ɓárá tʊa-ye, ɔŕɔḱá  
OP bɪŕá tʊa-yi, ɔrɔḱa  
OY ʊrʊká  
ET ɔrɔkaá, ɓárá tua-yi  
EO bɪŕá tʊá-ye, ʊŕʊḱá  
BA bɪŕá tʊá ye, ʊŕʊḱá/*  
KL   
AP ʊrʊḱá  
ID ɔrɔɣa, isã ́  
OG ɪsã ́  
GM isã ́  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra tʊá́-ye, ʊrʊká  
AR isã ́  
OB ɪsã,́ ɔrɔka  
OT   
OE ɔrʊka  
ME ɔrʊka  
KU ʊrʊka  
KB arʊkaá/ɔrʊkaá  
WT ʊrʊka  
ON bɪŕá tua-ye, ɔrɔka  
IK ɔrɔkaá  
EK ʊrʊká  
KO ʊrʊká  
GB ʊrʊká  
OR gʊĺʊ  
AT oríka  
BI ɔrɪka  
Notes   
   

   
 



789 

RIPE, MATURE, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK pí↓nã:́ kurɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪá: kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪá: kpɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪá: kpɔ ́  
NE ɓɪá: kpɔ ́  
AK : kpɔ  
BU pɪńã:́ ká  
OP   
OY pɪnã:́ kaá  
ET   
EO pɪńã:́ káá  
BA pɪńã:́ káá  
KL   
AP pɪńã:́ káá  
ID pɪnã: kaa  
OG pɪnã: kaa  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU pɪnã: kaa  
AR pɪnã: ka  
OB pɪnã: kaa  
OT   
OE pɪnã:́ kaá  
ME pɪnã:́ kaá(-dɛ ̃  
KU pɪnã:́ ká  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK pɪńã:́ káá  
KO pɪńã:́ káá  
GB pɪńã:́ káá  
OR gbɔʊ̃,̃ pánã:́ ká(-

mʊ̃ńʊ̃)́ 
 

AT pɪńã ́  
BI pɪńã ́  
Notes *pɪnã 3 be ripe 

 
Cf. PGbe bya0 
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RIVER 
Defaka bɪɔ J 104 
NK tɔŕú  
BD   
Ịb anị tɔŕʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŕʊ ́  

BL   
KI tɔŕʊ ́  
NE tɔrʊ  
AK tɔru  
BU tɔŕʊ ́  
OP tɔŕú  
OY tɔrʊ  
ET tɔŕú  
EO tɔŕʊ ́  
BA tɔŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP tɔŕʊ ́  
ID tɔrʊ  
OG tɔrʊ  
GM tɔrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɔrʊ  
AR tɔrʊ  
OB tɔbiri  
OT   
OE tɔrʊ ́  
ME tɔrʊ ́  
KU tɔŕʊ ́  
KB tɔŕʊ ́  
WT tɔrʊ ́  
ON tɔŕú  
IK tɔŕú  
EK tɔŕʊ ́  
KO tɔŕʊ ́  
GB tɔŕʊ ́  
OR tɔŕɪ ́  
AT tɔŕɪ ́  
BI tɔŕʊ ́  
Notes *tɔrʊ 2  
 



791 

ROAD/PATH 
Defaka   ɪá bɪɔ J 100 road  
NK   otiɔ ́tɔɣu  
BD     
Ịb anị   asɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

etelá↓á   Bubi ètɛĺlɛ ́
Janssens doc 205 

BL     
KI atelí    
NE etéli    
AK itéli    
BU  ɪwɔʊ́ ́   
OP  ɔwɔú́   
OY  ʊwɔʊ,́ ʊwɔʊ, 

kalá-ʊwɔʊ 
  

ET  uwɔú́   
EO  ʊwɔʊ́ ́   
BA  ʊwóʊ ́   
KL     
AP  ʊwɔʊ́ ́   
ID  iwɔʊ   
OG  ɪgɔʊ   
GM  ʊgɔʊ   
EG     
WO     
FU  ugɔʊ   
AR  ʊgɔʊ   
OB  uwɔ   
OT     
OE  ɔwɔʊ́ ́   
ME  ɔwɔʊ́ ́   
KU  ɔwɔʊ́ ́   
KB  ɔẃɔ ́   
WT  owɔʊ́ ́   
ON  uwɔú́   
IK  uwɔú́   
EK  ʊwɔʊ́ ́   
KO  ʊwɔʊ́ ́   
GB  ʊwɔʊ́ ́   
OR  ɔẃɔ ́   
AT  ɔẃɔ ́   
BI  ɔẃɔ ́   
Notes *ɜteli 4 (EI) *ɪgɔʊ (WI)   
 



792 

ROAST (V.T.) 
Defaka ɔɔ J 329  
NK fɔi  
BD   
Ịb anị fɔɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɔɪ  

BL   
KI fɔɪ ́  
NE fɔɪ,́ anãnã,́ oɓuró  
AK hɔí EI: loss of nasality 
BU fɔɪ́ ́  
OP fɔí́  
OY fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET fɔĩ ́  
EO fɔɪ́ ́  
BA fɔɪ́ ́  
KL   
AP fɔɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID fɛɪ ̃  
OG fɔɪ ̃  
GM fɔɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU fɔɪ ̃  
AR fɔɪ ̃  
OB fɛɪ ̃  
OT   
OE fɛɪ ̃  
ME fɛɪ ̃  
KU fɛɪ ̃  
KB fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT fɛɪ,̃ luluú  
ON fɔĩ  
IK fɛĩ ́  
EK fɔɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KO fɛɪ̃ ̃/́f ɔɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB fɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR fɛɪ ɪnland: loss of 

nasality 
AT fɛɪ  
BI fɛɛ  
Notes *fɔɪ̃ ̃? 1 *fɔɪ̃ ̃ ? ɪj f=Defaka 

0 
cf SALT 
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ROLL (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK orua  
BD   
Ịb anị mgbɛkɛlɛ/́mgbepelé  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿbélé-ḿ↓bélé: 
mbelẽmbelé 

 

BL   
KI mbĩmbilé  
NE kikelé: kíkele  
AK ikikéle: kíkéle  
BU ikíkélé, ikpíírí  
OP   
OY ikpiirí  
ET   
EO ikíkélé, ikpíírí  
BA   
KL   
AP kpíírí  
ID kpiiri: kpiirí  
OG ikpiɣiri: ikpiɣirí  
GM ikpiiri  
EG   
WO   
FU ikpiri-mɔ: ikpiirí  
AR ikpiɣirí  
OB kpiri: kpirií  
OT   
OE ekpíírí: ekpiirí  
ME ekpiirí: ekpirií  
KU ekpiri  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kpíírí: kpiirií  
KO kpíírí: kpirií  
GB kpirí  
OR kpekére  
AT kpíírí  
BI rólú, kpíírí  
Notes   
 



794 

ROOF 
Defaka   
NK wári ogɔnɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị wárɪ ́ɔǵɔnɔ/ósu  
Kalab a
rị 

isũ/osũ  

BL   
KI wárɪ ó↓cú  
NE warɪ ́itu, itú  
AK itúu, warɛ ɔǵɔnɔ  
BU wárɪ ́itu  
OP otú  
OY warɪ ́utu  
ET otuú  
EO wárɪ ́utu  
BA wárɪ ́útu  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́otu  
ID warɪ ́itu  
OG warɪ ́itu  
GM warɪ óturu  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ útu  
AR warɪ útu  
OB warɪ útu  
OT   
OE warɪ ́otu  
ME warɪ ́otu  
KU wárɪ ́ótu, otú  
KB otú, wárɪ ́ótu  
WT warɪ ́otú  
ON otu  
IK otuú, wárɪ ́otu  
EK wárɪ ́otu  
KO wárɪ ́utu, utuú  
GB wárɪ ́utu  
OR wárɪ ́ítu  
AT wárɪ ́ótúu  
BI wárɪ ́ɪḱpáa/ítúu  
Notes *(warɪ ̃itu  (3) 1  
 



795 

ROOM 
Defaka afaka J 92 
NK bélébíí  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɓí↓ó  

BL   
KI ɓí↓é  
NE ɓio, warɪ ́ɓio  
AK warɛ ɓíe  
BU wárɪ ́ɓolou  
OP wárí bolou  
OY warɪ ́bolou  
ET wárí ɓolou  
EO wárɪ ́bólou  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID pɛlɛmɔ  
OG pɛlɛmɔ  
GM zuuru  
EG   
WO   
FU juɣuru  
AR   
OB okpo búlóbu  
OT   
OE okpo  
ME warɪ ́bilou  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON wárí ɓolou  
IK wárí ɓolou  
EK wárɪ ́bulou  
KO wárɪ ́bólou  
GB wárɪ ́bulou  
OR wárɪ ́pɛĺɛ  
AT wárɪ ́ɓíle  
BI épílépílé warɪ  
Notes   
 



796 

ROOT 
Defaka tĩĩ́ ili J 59 
NK kunɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kune  
Kalab a
rị 

kunõ  

BL   
KI ikunõó  
NE (tɪ)̃ ikemũ  
AK tɛ ̃ikemũ  
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓʊɔ́ ́  
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́búwɔ,́ tɛ̃ĩ́ ́íkémĩ ́  
OY tɪ ̃ikimũ  
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́ɓuɔ  
EO tɪ ̃ ́ɪśɪã́/́íkímṹ  
BA ikémṹ  
KL   
AP ikímṹ  
ID tɪ ̃kemũ  
OG ikemũ  
GM tɪ ̃ikimi  
EG   
WO   
FU ikimũ  
AR tɛ ̃kemũ  
OB ikemṹ  
OT   
OE ekemũ  
ME tɪ ̃bʊɔ́,́ ekemũ  
KU tɪ ̃ ́ékémĩ ́  
KB kemi  
WT tiĩ ́ekemi  
ON ekemi  
IK ikemií  
EK ikemĩ ́  
KO ikemĩ,́ tɪ ̃ ́íkémĩ ́  
GB ikemĩ ́  
OR kaʊ,̃ tɪɪ́ ́káʊ ̃  
AT kumũ, sɪḱúmũ  
BI sɪ ́kúũ  
Notes *ikemi 1  
 



797 

ROPE 
Defaka   
NK líkí/líɣí  
BD   
Ịb anị árɪd́írí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗíkí, igba ɗíki  

BL   
KI ɗíkí  
NE ɗigi, ɪdɔ ́  
AK ɗigi  
BU ɗígí  
OP dígí  
OY dii  
ET ɗígí  
EO díɣí  
BA díɣí  
KL   
AP díí  
ID diɣi/digi/dii  
OG dii/digi  
GM dii  
EG   
WO   
FU diɣi  
AR diɣi  
OB dii  
OT   
OE dií  
ME dií  
KU dií  
KB apíú, bike dígí  
WT beke dií  
ON bou di, odɔdi  
IK igbá  
EK ɪgbá  
KO ɪgbá, díí  
GB ɪgbá  
OR ɗíí  
AT ónóo, ɔdɔ, éríi  
BI ɔdɔ  
Notes *ɗíkí 2 

PEdoid ’du/iNi Nupoid: Gade ù-rí PIdomoid 
o-ri PIgboid -ɗí-ɗí PUC díkì DPJkd dik  
Obolo ò-lík  
Abuan ò-ɗìk  
BLR dígì 1041 string 

 

 



798 

ROTTEN, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka se yãã́ J 378 
NK ɓú↓ú ?  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊrʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊrʊ  

BL   
KI ɓʊrʊ ́  
NE ɓʊrʊ,́ giɓú  
AK ɓɔŕɔ  
BU ɓʊŕʊ ́  
OP bɔŕɔ ́  
OY bʊrʊ ́  
ET ɓɔrɔ ́  
EO bʊŕʊ ́  
BA bʊŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP bʊŕʊ ́  
ID bʊrʊ  
OG bʊrʊ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bʊrʊ  
AR bʊrʊ  
OB bʊrʊ  
OT   
OE bʊrʊ  
ME bʊrʊ  
KU bʊrʊ  
KB bʊrʊʊ ́  
WT bʊrʊ  
ON bɔrɔ  
IK ɓɔrɔ ́  
EK bʊrʊ ́  
KO bʊrʊ ́  
GB bʊrʊ ́  
OR ɓʊrʊ  
AT ɓʊrʊ ́  
BI bʊrʊ/́bʊrʊ  
Notes *ɓʊrʊ 1 PWS #buó faulen 

B 
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ROUND, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kpoɣoro-kpóɣóró  
BD   
Ịb anị foŋgolo, ikelekelé  
Kalab a
rị 

ikelemã ́kóró, kúró  

BL   
KI kele-kelé  
NE mṹŋgele, ɗegeré, 

ɗégerée 
 

AK yégere  
BU tégéréé  
OP téérée, tegérée  
OY yɔrɔɪ́, teeree  
ET teeree  
EO téɣéré  
BA ʊm̃gbúlúú, téɣéréé, 

* 
 

KL   
AP tééréé  
ID teɣerée/tegerée, 

teerekée 
 

OG teɣerée, teɣerekée  
GM teerekée  
EG   
WO   
FU teerekée  
AR yeɣerekée  
OB teerekée  
OT   
OE teeree, yɔɔrɛɪ ́  
ME teeree  
KU teeree  
KB teeree  
WT teeree  
ON teeree  
IK teereé  
EK teeree  
KO teereé, tegereé  
GB teereé  
OR degelegé  
AT tegerege  
BI teere  
Notes *ikele-kele 1 (KKB) 

*tekereke 1 (Ịzọn) 
 

 



800 

\RUB (OIL ON BODY) (V.T.) 
Defaka     
NK mbi    
BD     
Ịb anị ɔm̃bɪɪ ́    
Kalab a
rị 

ɔm̃bɪ ́    

BL     
KI ɔm̃bɪɪ ́  gú↓ró  
NE ɔ̃ḿbɪ sigirí   
AK ɔm̃bɛɛ́    
BU ɔm̃bɪ ́    
OP ɔm̃bɛ ́    
OY ãmbɪ ́ siiríi   
ET ãmbɛɛ ́    
EO ɔm̃bɪ ́    
BA ɔm̃bɪ ́    
KL     
AP ɔm̃bɪ ́    
ID  siirí   
OG  siɣiri   
GM  siiri   
EG     
WO     
FU ɔbɪ ̃ ́    
AR ɔbɪɪ ́ siɣiri   
OB  siiri   
OT     
OE  siírí   
ME  siírí   
KU  síírí   
KB  sirií lɔɔ¹́ ¹also plaster 
WT  sirií   
ON ãmbɛɛ ́    
IK   lɔɔ¹́ ¹also plaster 
EK ɔm̃bɪɪ ́    
KO ɔm̃bɪɪ¹́ síírí² gbãã³́ ¹rub on oneself ²rub 

in ³rub, anoint 
GB ɔm̃bɪɪ ́ síírí gbãã ́  
OR ɔbɪɪ́ ̃    
AT abɪ ̃ ́ síírí   
BI ãmɓɪ sírí   
Notes *ɔ ̰bɪ ̃1 *síkìrí 3 

Akan cʷiw rub  
Igbo cʰi smear, rub (Green & 
Igwe) 
Od ¢ual siɣɜ rub (oil on body) 
Tiv ʃiɣè anoint, smear 
BLR cing L 620 rub, smear 

  

 



801 

\RUN (V.I.) 
Defaka n gíe J 285 
NK mãŋgi  
BD   
Ịb anị mãŋgɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mãŋgɪ ́  

BL   
KI mãŋgɪ ́  
NE mãŋgɪ ́  
AK mãŋ́ĩ  
BU ɓãɪ́ ́ ̰  
OP bãĩ́ ́  
OY bãɪ ́ ̰  
ET bãɪ ́ ̰  
EO bãŋ́ɪ ́ ̰  
BA bãŋ́ɪ ́ ̰  
KL   
AP bãɪ́ ́ ̰  
ID bãɪ ̃  
OG bãŋɪ ̃  
GM bãɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bãɪ ̃  
AR bãŋɪ ̃  
OB bãɪ ̃  
OT   
OE bãɪ ̃  
ME bãɪ ̃  
KU bãɪ ̃  
KB bãɪ ̃  
WT bãɪ ̃  
ON   
IK   
EK bãŋɪ ̰ ́  
KO bãŋɪ ̰/́bãɪ ́ ̰  
GB bãŋɪ ̰ ́  
OR ɓãʊ ̃  
AT ɓãʊ ̃  
BI mɛɛ̃ ̃  
Notes *ɓãgɪ/ɓãgʊ 1  
 



802 

RUST 
Defaka   
NK ájárí  
BD   
Ịb anị ájárɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ájárɪ,́ ásárɪ ́  

BL   
KI ájárɪ ́  
NE ɔzarɪ  
AK ikpíkpaĩ  
BU ɛgbɛǵbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY agbɛ̃ ́  
ET   
EO ɛǵbɛ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɛgbɛ̃ ́  
ID ikadaɣa, ɛgbɛ ̃  
OG ɛgbɛ ̃  
GM ɛgbɛ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪkpɪkpaɪ  
AR ɪkpɪkpãŋɪ‚̃  
OB ɛgbɛ ̃  
OT   
OE agbɛ ̃  
ME agbɛ ̃  
KU agbɛ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɛgbɛɛ̃ ́  
KO ɛgbɛɛ̃ ́  
GB ɛgbɛ ́  
OR ɛgbãɪ́ ̃  
AT ɪgbɛkɪ  
BI igó  
Notes   



803 

 
S. 
 
SACRIFICE (OFFER) 
Defaka   
NK ígwugwá  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪgʊa  
Kalab a
rị 

agba (mɪ ̃ɛ́)́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɛgbɛ ́(gʊa)  
AK ɛgbɛ (gúa)  
BU ɛgbɛ,́ ɪkɪã́ ́  
OP   
OY ɪkɪyã ́  
ET   
EO ɪkɪýã ́  
BA ɪkɪã́ ́  
KL   
AP ɪkɪã́ ́  
ID ikɪã̃ (kṹ)  
OG ɪkɪã̃  
GM ikɪã̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪkɪã̃ (kũ)  
AR ɛkɪã̃  
OB ɪkɪã̃  
OT   
OE ɛkɪã̃ (sĩ-ḿɔ ̃  
ME ɪkɪã̃ (sĩ-ḿɔ ̃  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɪkɪã ́  
KO ɪkɪã,́ (ɪkɪã̃ kʊʊ̃)́  
GB ɪkɪã ́  
OR tɔḿɔ̃-́nyé  
AT agbanãnã  
BI acã  
Notes   
 



804 

SAIL (N.) 
Defaka   
NK vála  
BD   
Ịb anị vála  
Kalab a
rị 

vála  

BL   
KI ɪv́á↓lá  
NE bála  
AK bála  
BU bála  
OP bála  
OY balá  
ET bála  
EO bálá  
BA bálá  
KL   
AP bálá  
ID balá  
OG balá  
GM abalá  
EG   
WO   
FU balá  
AR ugbokú  
OB balá  
OT   
OE abálá  
ME abálá  
KU abɪála  
KB abɪála  
WT abála  
ON bála  
IK bála  
EK bála  
KO bála  
GB bá↓lá  
OR bála  
AT   
BI ábɪlá  
Notes   
 



805 

SALIVA 
Defaka kʊta J 27 
NK fúla  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ↓́lá  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊ↓́lá/fɪ↓́lá  

BL   
KI fʊ↓́lá  
NE fʊlá  
AK húlai  
BU fɪĺá/fʊĺá  
OP fúlá  
OY fʊlá  
ET fúlá  
EO fʊĺá  
BA fʊĺá  
KL   
AP fʊĺá  
ID fʊla  
OG fɪla  
GM fʊla  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊla  
AR fʊla  
OB fɪla  
OT   
OE fɪlá  
ME fɪlá  
KU fɪlá  
KB fɪĺá  
WT fɪlá  
ON fílá  
IK fílá  
EK fɪ↓́lá/fɪĺá  
KO fɪĺa  
GB fɪ↓́lá  
OR fálá  
AT fɪĺá  
BI fɪĺá  
Notes *fɛla 3  
 



806 

SALT: TYPES OF SALT 
Defaka óó J 37 
NK fṹ, fúṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị fʊʊ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊ̃ ́  

BL   
KI fʊ̃ ́  
NE fʊ  
AK hɔu  
BU fʊ:́ ɪzɔ ́fʊ,́ tʊɔ́ ́fʊ, *  
OP fɔɔ́ ́  
OY fʊʊ  
ET fɔ ́  
EO fʊʊ́ ́  
BA fʊ:́ ɪzɔ ́fʊ,́ béké fʊ  
KL   
AP fʊʊ́ ́  
ID adãʊ́̃ ́  
OG adáʊ ̃  
GM adaʊ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU adaʊ̃ ́  
AR adaʊ̃ ́  
OB adãʊ́̃ ́  
OT   
OE adãʊ́̃,́ ɛmɔʊfʊ  
ME fʊʊ,́ ɛmɔfʊ  
KU fʊ ́  
KB fʊ ́  
WT fʊʊ ́  
ON fɔ:́ ɪzɔ ́fɔ ́  
IK fɔ ́?  
EK fʊʊ́ ́  
KO fʊʊ́ ́  
GB fʊʊ́ ́  
OR fʊʊ́ ́  
AT fʊ ́  
BI fʊ ́  
Notes *fʊʊ̃ ̃2  
 



807 

SAND 
Defaka wãã J 110 
NK owũ ?, (ḿ↓búrú)  
BD   
Ịb anị ó↓wṍ  
Kalab a
rị 

ó↓wĩ ́  

BL   
KI ó↓wṹ  
NE yoṹ  
AK óũ  
BU óṹ  
OP óṹ  
OY oṹ  
ET óṹ  
EO éṹ  
BA yóṹ  
KL   
AP iyóṹ  
ID eyoṹ  
OG iyoṹ  
GM iyóṹ  
EG   
WO   
FU iyiũ  
AR iyoũ  
OB owoũ  
OT   
OE owúũ  
ME owúũ  
KU owṹ  
KB owṹ  
WT owṹ  
ON óṹ  
IK óṹ, wú↓ṹ ?  
EK ó↓ṹ  
KO óũ  
GB ó↓ṹ  
OR éwẽ  
AT ówúũ  
BI ówúũ  
Notes *ĩy ̰õw̃ũ  
 



808 

SANDBANK 
Defaka   
NK mṹmã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ntuɓú  
Kalab a
rị 

tuu aká↓ká  

BL   
KI ɓʊḿɔ̃ ́  
NE mʊm̃ɔ, ewu  
AK mʊm̃ɔ  
BU bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
OP bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
OY bʊmɔʊ̃ ̃  
ET búmɔ̃ ́  
EO bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BA yóṹ-ágbara, bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
ID bʊmɔʊ̃,̃ okũ (áka)  
OG bʊmɔʊ̃,̃ okũ (áka)  
GM iyóṹ kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU bɔmɔ  
AR bʊmã  
OB bʊmɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE bʊmɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ME bʊmɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KU bʊḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
WT bʊmɔ̃ ́  
ON búmɔ̃ ́  
IK búmɔ̃ ́  
EK bʊḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO bʊḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB bʊḿɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OR ɓʊḿɔ̃ ́tɪɓ́ɪ  
AT ɓʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BI bʊḿɔ̃ ́  
Notes *ɓʊmã(ʊ)̃  
 



809 

SANDBANK(SIDE OF RIVER) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI íbom  
NE   
AK   
BU itóbó  
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP kúsí  
ID saɪńɪ ̃yɔ  
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kusi  
AR   
OB you  
OT   
OE etóbó  
ME etóbó  
KU etúbó  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK itóbó  
KO itóbó  
GB itóbó  
OR   
AT atɔrɔ  
BI   
Notes   
 



810 

SANDFLY 
Defaka   
NK omiminĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔḿʊ̃ʊ́m̃bʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔmɔ̃ḿ↓bɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɔmɛ̃ḿbʊ/́ɛmɛ̃ḿ↓bʊ,́ 

sʊm̃bʊrʊ ́
 

NE kala ɔmɔ̃ḿbʊ  
AK itáli  
BU ɪtálɪ  
OP   
OY ɪtalɪ ́  
ET   
EO ɪtálɪ ́  
BA ɔbɔḿʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP udúbú  
ID odúbú ?  
OG odúbu  
GM odubú  
EG   
WO   
FU odubú  
AR odubú  
OB odúbú  
OT   
OE odúbu  
ME odúbu  
KU ɛdúbu/edúbu, ɛtɔlɪ  
KB ɛtɔlɪ, idúbú  
WT ɛtɔlɪ, idúbú ?  
ON   
IK italí  
EK ɪtɔlɔ ́  
KO ɪtɔlɔ ́  
GB ɪtɔ̃ĺɛɪ́ ́  
OR ɛḱasɪkásɪ  
AT ɪt ɔɪ̃ ̃t́ɔlɔ, ifofó  
BI ifufó  
Notes   
 



811 

SAW (N.) 
Defaka   
NK fiɣí-fiɣí  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪɣɪ-́fɪɣɪ/́fɪɪ-́fɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊḱʊf́ʊḱʊḿã ́  

BL   
KI fɪkɪ-́fɪkɪ  
NE fɪkɪ-fɪkɪ ́  
AK hɛkɛ-hɛkɛ  
BU fɪḱɪ-́fɪḱɪ ́  
OP fɛḱɛ-́fɛḱɛ ́  
OY fɛkɛ-fɛkɛ ́  
ET fɛḱɛ-́fɛḱɛ-́yí  
EO fɛḱɛ-́fɛḱɛ ́  
BA fɛḱɛ-́fɛḱɛ ́  
KL   
AP fɛḱɛ-́fɛḱɛ ́  
ID fɛɣɛ-fɛɣɛ  
OG ɪsára  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɪfɪɣɪfɪɣɪ  
AR ɛfɛɣɛfɛɣɛ  
OB afɛɣɛfɛɣɛ, ɪsára  
OT   
OE fɛkɛ-fɛḱɛ ́  
ME fɛkɛ-́fɛḱɛ ́  
KU fikɪ-́fɪḱɪ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON fɛḱɛf́ɛḱɛ ́  
IK tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́pú-yé, fɪf́ɪɪ ́  
EK ɪfɪḱɪf́ɪkɪ  
KO fɪḱɪ-́fɪḱɪ ́  
GB ɪfɪḱɪf́ɪḱɪ ́  
OR fɪḱɪ-́fɪḱɪ ́  
AT sɪ ́púú-yíi  
BI sɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



812 

SAWFISH 
Defaka   
NK okwĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị oki  
Kalab a
rị 

okí  

BL   
KI okí  
NE óki  
AK okíi  
BU okí  
OP okí  
OY okí  
ET okií  
EO okí  
BA okí  
KL   
AP okí  
ID okí  
OG okí  
GM okí  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR okí  
OB okí  
OT   
OE oki  
ME oki  
KU oki  
KB oki  
WT oki  
ON oki  
IK okií  
EK okií  
KO okií  
GB okií  
OR okí  
AT   
BI okí  
Notes *oki 1  
 



813 

SAY (V.T.) 
Defaka faa J 311 
NK fíé  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛǵɛŕɛ,́ duɣó/duó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛḱʊ̃ɛ́ ̃,́ ɓɛ, fíé 
ɗuko 

 
J 311 

BL   
KI ɓɛɛ ́  
NE ɓɛ,́ fie  
AK hiye  
BU ɓé, gbá, ɛŕɛ ́?  
OP gbá  
OY fiye  
ET gbá  
EO fíyé  
BA yé fíé, gbá  
KL   
AP gbá, fíé  
ID gbaa  
OG fie, gbaa  
GM fie, gba  
EG   
WO   
FU fiye  
AR fie  
OB gbaa, fiye  
OT   
OE gbaá  
ME gbaá  
KU gbá  
KB gbá  
WT gbaá  
ON gbá  
IK gbá  
EK gbá  
KO gbáá  
GB gbá  
OR fíe  
AT gbá  
BI fé, gbá  
Notes *fiye 2  
 



814 

SCALES (OF FISH) 
Defaka   
NK nji ire  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛf́ɛŕɛf́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛf́ɛŕɛf́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI éféré, ɛf́ɛf́ɛ↓́rɛ ́  
NE ɛfɛrɛfɛrɛ  
AK ikɛhɛrɛ  
BU ɪkɪf́ɛŕɛ ́  
OP ikɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
OY ãŋgɛɛrɛ  
ET   
EO INgɪgɛrɛ  
BA INgɪǵɛŕɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɛŋ̃gɛɛ́ŕɛ ́  
ID ɪŋgɪraɪ/ɪgɪraɪ  
OG ɪgɪraɪ  
GM ɪgɪra  
EG   
WO   
FU idi ɪǵɪgɪrɪ  
AR ɪgɛgɛrɛ  
OB INgɪraɪ  
OT   
OE ĩndi ɛkpɪkpaɪ  
ME ɪkpʊkpaɪ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ĩndi ɪkpákpáɪ ́  
KO ĩndi ɪkpákpaɪ, 

ɪkpákpáɪ ́
 

GB ɛfɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OR íférẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
AT ífɔ̃ŕɔ̃ ̃ ́  
BI ɪf́ɪŕɪ ́  
Notes   
 



815 

SCISSORS 
Defaka   
NK sísinn  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́kɪŕɪ-́nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪńjɪlɪ, sɪɓ́ɪ ́kɪŕɪ-́yé  

BL   
KI kpápʊ  
NE kpapʊ ́  
AK tɛɓɛ yai-woi  
BU kpápʊ  
OP kpápu  
OY kpabʊ ́  
ET kpápu  
EO kpápʊ ́  
BA tífóri  
KL   
AP tɪb́ɪ ́kpábʊ-́yé  
ID tifóri/tizóri  
OG tisóri  
GM tisóri  
EG   
WO   
FU tuféri  
AR amṹga  
OB tuzóru  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́ káɪ ́ éyé, gbabʊ-́

ye 
 

ME gbabʊ-́ye  
KU tɪbɪ ́kpábʊ-́yé  
KB tɪb́ɪ ́kpábʊ-́yɛɛ ́  
WT tɪbɪ ́kpábʊ-́éyí  
ON kpábú  
IK kpápu  
EK kpápʊ  
KO kpápʊ  
GB kpápʊ  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́kpábʊ-́ye  
AT sʊɓʊ kpáɓʊ/́fɔĺɪ ́yíi  
BI zṹ pɪĺɛ-́yée  
Notes   
   
 



816 

SCORPION 
Defaka   
NK perere  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ákpɪ  

BL   
KI ápɪ ?  
NE ósumõgbúgburu  
AK ogbúguru  
BU   
OP   
OY boú opuro  
ET odógá asara  
EO bóú ópuro  
BA osúómbúrú mɔ̃ḿbu  
KL   
AP súó ũmgburu-mɔ ̃

ũmgbu 
 

ID isígbilimĩǵbi  
OG isígbilimĩǵbi  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kpakpasámãŋga  
AR akpakpa sɪḿãŋga  
OB   
OT   
OE ogbó ópúrú  
ME ogbó ópúrú  
KU asɪá́wárɪ ́bási, *  
KB odógú asará  
WT odógú asara  
ON odókáa sara  
IK gbɛ̃ ́ówéi  
EK   
KO odógú ásara  
GB odógú asara  
OR túótú ɔv́ʊnʊ ̃  
AT   
BI odókú azarã̃  
Notes   
 



817 

SCRATCH (AS FOWL) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK wáwalamã  
BD   
Ịb anị wala  
Kalab a
rị 

kí↓rí gbálá/kírí 
↓gbálá 

 

BL   
KI pó↓kú  
NE jalá/zalá  
AK zála  
BU zálá, wálá  
OP kã,́ zálá  
OY zalá  
ET wálá  
EO zálá  
BA zálá  
KL   
AP zálá  
ID wala  
OG wala  
GM zala  
EG   
WO   
FU wala  
AR wala  
OB wala  
OT   
OE gusí, walá  
ME walá  
KU gúsí  
KB wɪĺá  
WT walá  
ON zálá  
IK wálá  
EK gúú, ɔpʊrʊ,́ wálá  
KO wálá, gúú  
GB wálá  
OR sálá  
AT sálá-sálá, gɔǵɔ ́  
BI sɪĺá-sɪĺá  
Notes   
 



818 

SCRATCH (BODY) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK já↓ɣá ? Like Ịzọn, not EI 
BD   
Ịb anị pɪ↓́sɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛ↓́sɪ/́pɛśɛ ́  

BL   
KI pɪ↓́sɪ ́  
NE pɪsɛ 

jalá 
 
dictionary  

AK   
BU záá-mɔ  
OP yá-mɔ̃ ́?  
OY yaa-mɔ̃ ́  
ET yãã-́mɔ  
EO záɣá-mɔ̃ ́  
BA záɣá-mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP záá-mɔ̃ ́  
ID yaa-mɔ  
OG zaɣa-mɔ  
GM zaa-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU zaa-mɔ  
AR zaɣa-mɔ  
OB yaa-mɔ  
OT   
OE yaá-mɔ  
ME yaá-mʊ ̃  
KU yɪŕá-mʊ ̃  
KB sĩmgberi/sĩmgberí  
WT yaá-mɔ  
ON yá-mɔ ̃?  
IK yaɪ ̃-́mɔ  
EK osĩmgberí/osũmgber

í 
 

KO sĩmgberí/sũmgberí  
GB osĩmgberí  
OR ósumeni  
AT gɔǵɔ ́  
BI sɪmɪñɪ, gʊǵɔ ́  
Notes   
 



819 

SCREWPinẽ 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY kʊ↓kó↓róʊ  
ET   
EO kʊ↓kó↓ró  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME ↓kó↓kó↓́ró ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



820 

SECOND PERSON 
Defaka   
NK mãamɪ ̃karamã ́ye  
BD   
Ịb anị mmɛɛ ́kárámã ́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mãɪ ̃karamã ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI mãɪ ̃karamãá  
NE mãɪ́ ̃karamɔ  
AK mãɪ ̃ ́karamɔ ̃kʊmɔ  
BU mãá́mʊ̃ ́karamɔ  
OP   
OY mãamʊ̃ ́karamɔ  
ET   
EO mãá́mʊ̃ ́káramɔ  
BA mãá́mʊ̃ ́kárámɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
KL   
AP mãá́mʊ̃ ́kárámɔ  
ID mãamʊ ̃

kɪŕɪmɔ/dɪdɪmɔ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃
 

OG mãamʊ ̃kɪŕɪmɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
GM mãmʊ ̃gbɪĺɪmɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU mãamʊ ̃káramɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
AR mãmʊ ̃karámɔ  
OB mãamʊ ̃kɪŕɪḿɔ  
OT   
OE mãamʊ ̃karamɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
ME mãamʊ ̃karamɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
KU mãmʊ ̃karámɔ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK mãamʊ ̃karamɔ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO mãamʊ ̃karamɔ̃ ́  
GB mãamʊ ̃karamɔ̃ ́  
OR mãʊ ̃kárámɔ̃ ́  
AT mãa karámɔ̃ ́wéi  
BI mãa kɪŕámʊ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
 



821 

SEE (V.T.) 
Defaka ɛsɛ J 291 
NK órí  
BD   
Ịb anị árɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔŕɪ ́  
NE ɛrɪ  
AK ɛri  
BU ɛŕɪ ́  
OP ɛŕí  
OY ɛrɪ  
ET ɛŕí  
EO ɛŕɪ ́  
BA ɛŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɛŕɪ ́  
ID arɪ  
OG arɪ  
GM ɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛrɪ  
AR ɛrɪ  
OB arɪ  
OT   
OE arɪ ́  
ME arɪ ́  
KU arɪ ́  
KB arɪ ́  
WT arɪ ́  
ON ɛŕí  
IK ɛŕí  
EK ɛŕɪ ́  
KO ɛŕɪ ́  
GB ɛŕɪ ́  
OR íyé arɪ, árɪ  
AT árɪ ́  
BI ɔẃárɪ,́ árɪ ́  
Notes *ɔrɪ/arɪ 2   
 



822 

SEED 
Defaka tĩĩ́ tobo J 54 tree ? 
NK tĩ ́ḿgbɔlu  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ ́ḿgbɔĺʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿgbɔĺɪ,́ ḿbí  

BL   
KI cɪ ́ḿgbɔĺʊ  
NE ɪm̃gbɔ  
AK ɗiɓí ĩmgbɔ  
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓáʊ/́ɪḿgbɔ ́  
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́báú  
OY tɪ ̃bẽĩ-ye-baʊ  
ET báú  
EO tɪ ̃ ́béĩ-́yé ʊḿgbɔ ́  
BA mgbɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP fʊḿʊ̃-́yé  
ID baʊ,́ tɪ ̃bẽĩ-yaɪ igbou  
OG tɪ ̃bẽĩ-yaɪ igbou  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bĩĩ-ye  
AR   
OB tɪ ̃ ́ĩḿgbóú  
OT   
OE tɪɪ ̃ ́béĩ-́yáɪ ́  
ME tɪɪ ̃ ́ɛḿgbɔ ́  
KU baʊ ́  
KB tɪ ̃ ́fúmṹ  
WT tɪɪ ̃ ́fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
ON báú, ĩmgbɔ ́  
IK ɓáú  
EK sɛĺɛ ́  
KO sɛĺɛ,́ fʊḿʊ̃ ́  
GB tɪ ̃ ́sɛĺɛ ́  
OR ɛǵbɔ ́  
AT kã,́ ɪǵbɔ ́  
BI sɪ ́ɓɪĺáa  
Notes *ɪg̃bɔlɪ 2  
 



823 

SEEDS OF BUSH MANGO 
Defaka   
NK óɓõ ́ĩ ́ḿgbɔlu  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

piri ogbṍĩ mgbɔĺɪ  

BL   
KI ɔɓɔlɪ  
NE akpákpa  
AK ɔgbɔnɔ  
BU ɔkpʊḱpa  
OP ɔkpúkpa  
OY ʊkpʊkpá  
ET   
EO ʊkpʊḱpá  
BA ʊkpʊḱpá  
KL   
AP ɛkpʊḱpá  
ID ɔgbɔlɔ  
OG ɔgbɔlɔ/ɔgbɔnɔ  
GM obé ?  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgbɔnɔ  
AR   
OB ogbõĩ ṹmgbou  
OT   
OE kpʊḱpaɪ  
ME kpʊḱpa  
KU ɔkpʊḱpa  
KB ɔkpʊḱpa  
WT agbɔnɔ  
ON   
IK   
EK ʊkpʊḱpa, ɛgbɛnɛ̃ ́  
KO ɛgbɛnɛ̃,́ ʊkpʊḱpa  
GB ʊkpʊ↓́kpá  
OR ɛkpʊḱpá  
AT ɪkpʊkpá  
BI egbẽĩ, samĩńĩí-nyɛ 

egbẽĩ 
 

Notes *ɪkpʊkpa ? 4 Irvingia gabonensis 
 



824 

SEIZE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK fɔ̃ĩ́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pʊ↓́ɣɔ/́pʊ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔ↓́kɔ,́ kɔrɪ  

BL   
KI kɔrɪ ́  
NE ɔfɔɪ,̃ pɔgɔɪ  
AK kurɔ gɔ ́kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BU kɔŕɪ ́akɪ ́  
OP kɔŕɪ ́akɛ ́  
OY kɔrɪ ́akɪ  
ET sérí ákɛ ́  
EO kɔŕɪ ́akɪ  
BA kɔŕɪ ́kɔ ̃  
KL   
AP kɔŕɪ ́akɪ  
ID kɔrɪ ́kɔ ̃  
OG kɔrɪ ́kɔ ̃  
GM kɔrɪ ́kɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɪ ́kɔ ̃  
AR kɔrɪ ́koro-mɔ  
OB koũ akɪ  
OT   
OE karakɪ ́ = kɛrɪ akɪ,́ 

zu akɪ ́
 

ME kɛrɪ akɪ ́  
KU akɪ ́  
KB pʊɔ́̃ ́(n-akɪ)́  
WT pʊ̃ ́akɪ ́  
ON kɔri akɛ ́?  
IK kɔrí  
EK kʊrɔ tɔrʊ ́akɪ ́  
KO pɔɔ́ ́nɪ ̃akɪ ́  
GB kɔrɪ n-akɪ ́  
OR pɔʊ́ ́  
AT ákɪɪ́, ga n-akɪɪ́  
BI ácɪt́ɛ ́  
Notes   
 



825 

SELL (V.T.) 
Defaka lɛlɛ J 327 
NK jeri  
BD   
Ịb anị dɛrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

dɛrɪ  

BL   
KI dɛrɪ ́  
NE dɛrɪ ́  
AK dɛŕi  
BU zɛŕɪ ́  
OP yɛŕí  
OY yɛrɪ ́  
ET yɛrí  
EO yɛŕɪ ́  
BA zɛŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP zɛŕɪ ́  
ID zɛrɪ/yɛrɪ  
OG zɛrɪ  
GM zɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU jɛrɪ  
AR zɛrɪ  
OB yɛrɪ  
OT   
OE yɛrɪ  
ME yɛrɪ  
KU yɛrɪ  
KB yɛrɪɪ ́  
WT yɛrɪ  
ON yɛri  
IK yɛrií  
EK yɛrɪ ́  
KO yɛrɪ ́  
GB yɛrɪ ́  
OR yɛrɪ  
AT yɛrɪ  
BI yɛrɪ ́  
Notes *jɛrɪ **jɛlɪ 
 



826 

SEND (SOMEONE) (V.T.) 
Defaka ɔnɪɔ̃-̃mã J 310 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị fɪrɪ-mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE fɪrɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
AK hɛrɛ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU   
OP   
OY fɪrɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO fɪŕɪ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID fɪrɪ-mɔ  
OG fɪrɪ-mɔ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU fɪrɪ-mɔ  
AR   
OB fɪrɪ-mɔ  
OT   
OE fɪrɪ-mɔ  
ME fɪrɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fɪrɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
KO fɪrɪ-mɔɔ ́  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *fɪrɪ-mã 1 cs   
 



827 

SET (TRAP) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK bíã ́túa  
BD   
Ịb anị dɪá́ tú, tuú  
Kalab a
rị 

tu  

BL   
KI ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́tú, tuú  
NE pɪtá  
AK tinã, píta  
BU pɪt́ɛ ́  
OP   
OY pɪdɛ ́  
ET   
EO pɪt́ɛ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP bɪɛ́ ̃ ́dúí  
ID doɣi/doi  
OG (bɪɛ̃)̃ doi  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU doi  
AR doi  
OB pɪdɛ  
OT   
OE pɪdɛ-ye tʊa  
ME pɪdɛ  
KU pɪdɛ/pɪrɛ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK pɪtɛ ́  
KO pɪtɛ ́  
GB pɪdɛ ́  
OR pɛtɛ  
AT pɪtɛ  
BI pɪtɛ  
Notes *pɪta 1  
 



828 

SEVEN (COUNTING) 
Defaka tʊámã J 214 
NK sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
BD   
Ịb anị sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
Kalab a
rị 

sɔńɔ̃ḿã  

BL sɔńɔmã  
KI sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
NE sɔnɔ̃ḿã  
AK hɔnɔmãá  
BU sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
OP sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
OY sɔnɔmã  
ET sɔńɔ̃ḿɔ  
EO sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
BA sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
KL   
AP sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
ID sɔnɔmã ́  
OG sɔnɔmã  
GM sɔnɔmã  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔnɔmã  
AR sɔnɔmã  
OB sɔnɔmã ́  
OT   
OE sɔnɔ̃ḿã  
ME sɔnɔ̃ḿã  
KU sʊnɔ̃ḿã  
KB sʊńɔ̃ḿã ́  
WT sɔnɔ̃ḿã  
ON sɔńɔ̃ḿɔ  
IK sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
EK sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
KO sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
GB sɔńɔ̃ḿɔ  
OR sɔnɔmãʊ ̃  
AT sɔńɔ̃ḿã  
BI sɪńãḿãá  
Notes *sɔnɔ-mã 2-1  
 



829 

SEVEN PEOPLE 
Defaka tʊámã J 214 
NK (sɔńɔ̃ḿã)  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  

BL   
KI sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́wárɪ  
NE sɔnɔmã  
AK hɔnɔmã kɛḿɛ  
BU sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́  
OP   
OY sɔnɔmã kɪmɪ ̃  
ET   
EO sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID sɔnɔmã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG sɔnɔmã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM sɔnɔmã kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔnɔmã a-kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR   
OB sɔnɔmã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE sɔnɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME sɔnɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR sɔńɔ̃ḿãũ kɪmɪ ̃  
AT sɔńɔ̃ḿã/sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́

(kɪmɪ ̰ ̰
 

BI sɪńãḿã ́kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



830 

SEVENTEEN 
Defaka tátó ile síi J 224 
NK táárʊ ́fa sí  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛŕɛ ́fa sí  
Kalab a
rị 

tɪŕɛɪ́ ́fa sí  

BL tɪŕɛɪ́ ́fa sí  
KI tɛŕɛ ́fa sí  
NE oyi sɔnɔ̃ḿã fɪndɪ  
AK oyi hɔnɔmã hɛndɛ  
BU tárʊ ́fá si, *  
OP   
OY oi sɔnɔmɔ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ET   
EO táárʊ ́fá sí, *  
BA tárʊ ́fá sí  
KL   
AP óí sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi sɔnɔmã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OG oi sɔnɔmã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GM oi sɔnɔmã fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU woi sɔnɔmã fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
AR oi sɔnɔmã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OB óyí sɔńɔ̃ḿã ́fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí sɔńɔ̃ḿã féni  
ME oyí sɔńɔ̃ḿã féni  
KU óyí sʊńɔ̃ḿã feni  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK óí sɔńɔ̃ḿã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí sɔńɔ̃ḿã fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí sɔńɔ̃ḿɔ ̃fóni  
OR óyí sɔńɔ̃ḿã fénĩ ́  
AT éyí sɔńɔ̃ḿã fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí sɪńã↓́mã ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
 



831 

SEVENTY 
Defaka tátá síi tɛ úwei tɛ J 234 
NK tárá sí nãó́ óyí nã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tésí óyí fínjí/fíndí  
Kalab a
rị 

tésí óyí fínjí  

BL tésí óyí fɪńjɪ ́  
KI tésí óyí fɪńjɪ ́  
NE tesi/tɪraɪ sí oyi fɪndɪ  
AK tehi/tra hi oi hɛndɛ  
BU tárá sí/tésí oi fɪnɪ  
OP tárá sí/tésí oi fɪnɪ  
OY tesí/tara sí oi fɪnɪ  
ET tárá sí/tésí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
EO tésí/tárá sí oí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA tárá sí oi fɪnɪ  
KL   
AP tárá síí óí fɪnɪ  
ID tara síí oi fɪnɪ  
OG tara síí oi fɪnɪ  
GM tara si mɔ̃ ́oi mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU tara si mɔ̃ ́woi mɔ  
AR tara so ói fɪnɪ  
OB tara sii mɔ̃ ́oyi mɔ  
OT   
OE tará sii mɔ ̃oyí mɔ̃ ́  
ME tará sí mɔ ̃oyí mɔ̃ ́  
KU tará sí óyí féni  
KB tɪŕá sí óí fóni  
WT tárá sí/tésí óyí féni ?  
ON tésí óí fɛńɛ̃ ́  
IK tárá sí óí fɛńɛ  
EK tárá síí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO tárá sí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB tárá síí óí foni  
OR tésí óyí fénĩ ́  
AT tésí/taará si éyí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BI tésí óyí ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
 



832 

SEW (V.T.) 
Defaka gbĩĩ́ J 351 
NK gbĩ/́gbíĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbí  
Kalab a
rị 

gbĩ ́  

BL   
KI gbĩ ́  
NE gbẽĩ  
AK gbɛ ̃  
BU gbɪ ̃ ́  
OP gbɛ̃ĩ́ ́?  
OY gbɪɪ̃ ̃  
ET gbɛ̃ĩ́ ́?  
EO gbɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA gbɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP gbɪ ̃ ́  
ID gbɛɪ ̃  
OG gbɛɪ ̃  
GM gbɛɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU gbɪ ̃  
AR gbɛɪ ̃  
OB gbɛɪ ̃  
OT   
OE gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ME gbɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
KU gbéĩ ́  
KB gbéĩ ́  
WT gbeĩ ́  
ON gbɛɛ̃ ̃́  ́  
IK gbɛ̃ĩ́ ́?  
EK gbɪ ̃ ́  
KO gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃/́gbɪ ̃ ́kemĩ ́?  
GB gbɛɪ́ ́  
OR gbé  
AT gbéí  
BI gbẽ ́  
Notes *gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́2 **gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́
 



833 

SHADOW: MIRROR 
Defaka   
NK mãĩ́:́ ómɔɔnɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗíkí-yé  

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗíkí-yé  
NE tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ ɗigi-ye  
AK tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ ɗigi-ye  
BU tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
OP tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́dí-yí  
OY tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dii-ye  
ET tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́dí-yí ?  
EO tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díɣí-yé  
BA tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́dí(ɣ)í-yé  
KL   
AP tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
ID tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ di-ye  
OG tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dii-ye  
GM tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dii-ye  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dii-ye  
AR tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dɪɣɪ ?  
OB tɛmɛ: tɛmɛ dii-ye  
OT   
OE tɛmɛ̃:́ tɛmɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
ME tɛmɛ̃:́ tɛmɛ̃ ́dí-yé ?  
KU tɪḿɛ̃:́ kúró dí-ye ?  
KB tɪḿɛ̃:́ tɪḿɛ̃ ́dí-yɛ  
WT tɛmɛ̃:́ tɛmɛ̃ ́dí-ye ?  
ON tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díé  
IK tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́ɗí-yí ?  
EK tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
KO tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí  
GB tɛḿɛ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí  
OR ɛḿãɪ ̃:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́díí-yé  
AT amãmã:́ tɛḿɛ̃ ́dígí  
BI tɪḿɛ̃-́tɪḿɛ̃ɛ́: *  
Notes *tɛmɛ 2  
 



834 

SHAKE (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK jí↓ɣé: jiɣe  
BD   
Ịb anị jíé-mãá: jiɣé  
Kalab a
rị 

jí↓ké: jiké  

BL   
KI jí↓ké: jiké  
NE jigé/zigé: jíge/zíge  
AK zíge  
BU zígé  
OP zígé  
OY zige  
ET zígé  
EO zígéré  
BA zígéré  
KL   
AP zígé: zígéí  
ID yãrɪ,̃ zigere: yãrɪ̃ ̃,́ z  

* 
 

OG zeɣere: zeɣereí  
GM zeere, yãrɪ:̃ zeeré, 

yãrɪ̃ ̃ ́
 

EG   
WO   
FU jiɣere/ziɣere: jiɣeré  
AR zeɣere  
OB jeere/zeere, yãrɪ,̃ 

kpukpu: * 
 

OT   
OE yãrɪ,̃ zike: yãrɪɪ ̃,́ 

zikeí 
 

ME yãrɪ̃ ̃,́ ziké: zikeí  
KU yãrɪ,̃ sɛɪ́ ́  
KB yãrɪ:̃ yinkeí, zikeí  
WT yãrɪɪ ̃:́ zigeí  
ON zígé  
IK zígé  
EK yãŕɪ̃ ̃,́ kpʊḱpɔ,́ zígé: 

* 
 

KO yãŕɪ̃ ̃,́ zígé: yãrɪɪ ̃,́ *  
GB yáãŕɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR yãã́ɪ: yããɪ ́  
AT yáãŕɪ̃ ̃ ́  
BI nyárɪ ́  
Notes *jike 3 Cf PLC ɲɛ k 
 



835 

SHALLOW, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK lálálá  
BD   
Ịb anị kpókpó  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔgɔnɔ̃-́↓ɔǵɔńɔ, 
kpó↓m ǵbó 

 

BL   
KI kiri-kíri, ɔrɔ korogo  
NE kirí-kiri, kpõmgbo-

kpõmgbó 
 

AK kiri-kíri  
BU kírí-kiri  
OP kírí-kiri, kokotíi, *  
OY kirí-kiri  
ET okórí  
EO kírí-kíri  
BA kírí-kíri  
KL   
AP lɛśɛŕɛɛ́,́ kírí-kírí  
ID kiri-kírí  
OG kiri-kírí  
GM kiri-kírí  
EG   
WO   
FU olomũ-ɣá, kiri-kírí  
AR kiri-kíri  
OB kiri-kírí,kokoríi, *  
OT   
OE kirí-kiri  
ME kirí-kiri  
KU kirí-kirí  
KB kírí-kiri  
WT kirí-kirí  
ON kírí-kiri  
IK okórí  
EK olobu-ɣá  
KO kókíi, kírí-kírí  
GB olobu-ɣá, kírí ↓kírí  
OR opõũ-wá =deep-not nas? 
AT ɓʊʊ́-́wá, tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃-́tɛɪ́ ̃  
BI delala, tɪlɪlɪ  
Notes   
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SHAME (N.) 
Defaka   
NK kuɣu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊ ́gɪrɪrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊ ́jɪrɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊ ́gerere  
NE ɓʊ/odú gɪrɪrɪ  
AK ɓʊ mɛni-mɛ̃ńi  
BU ɓʊ ́mɛ̃ńɪ ̃-́mɛ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY bʊ-zee  
ET   
EO ozú éninĩ ́  
BA ozú éninĩ ́  
KL   
AP ozú eneni  
ID bʊʊ zee, ozu éneni  
OG ozú inĩńi  
GM oju éneni  
EG   
WO   
FU ozu éneni  
AR oju éninĩ ́  
OB bʊʊ zee  
OT   
OE bʊʊ ́zéé  
ME bʊʊ ́zéé  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bʊʊ́ ́zéé  
KO bʊ-́zéé  
GB bʊ ́zéé  
OR sumẽĩ́  
AT sɪmɪ ̃ńɪ  
BI sɪmɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
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SHARK 
Defaka   
NK ófírímã,́ aba-fúrúmã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ʊŕʊḿã,́ aba  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔf́ɪŕɪḿã ́  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɪŕɪḿã ́  
NE ɔfɪrɪmã  
AK ɔhɔrimɔ  
BU ɔfɪŕɪḿɔ̃ ́  
OP ɔfɔŕɔḿɔ̃ ́  
OY afʊrʊmɔ  
ET   
EO ɔfʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BA ɔfʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔfʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
ID ɔfʊrʊmã  
OG ɔfʊrʊmã  
GM ɔfʊŕʊmã  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR dowei  
OB ɔfʊrʊmã  
OT   
OE afʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
ME afʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
KU afʊŕʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KB afʊŕʊḿã ́  
WT afʊŕʊḿã  
ON afúrúmɔ̃ ́  
IK ibozó  
EK ɔfɪŕɪḿã ́  
KO ɔfɪŕɪḿã/́ɔfʊŕʊḿã ́  
GB ɔfʊŕʊḿɔ̃ ́  
OR ɔf́ʊŕʊḿã ́  
AT afʊŕʊḿã ́  
BI sak, afʊŕʊḿã ́  
Notes *ɔfɪrɪmã 2  
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SHARP, BE(COME) 
Defaka   
NK ó↓ɓú  
BD   
Ịb anị ó↓ɓú  
Kalab a
rị 

ó↓ɓú  

BL   
KI ó↓bú  
NE ombú  
AK ĩmbúu  
BU ĩmbú  
OP ombú  
OY ombú  
ET ombú  
EO ũmbú  
BA ũmbú, kɔŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP ũmbú  
ID ibu, sʊɔ  
OG sʊɔ  
GM sʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɪ  
AR kɔrɪ  
OB ũmbu  
OT   
OE ombú, pɪyɔ-pɪyɔ  
ME ombú  
KU ombú  
KB ẽmbú  
WT ẽmbú  
ON ombú  
IK ombú  
EK ũmbú  
KO ũmbú  
GB ũmbú  
OR éɓu  
AT óɓúu  
BI óbu  
Notes õɓu/ĩɓu 3  
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SHARPEN (KNIFE) 
Defaka   
NK fárí  
BD   
Ịb anị fárɪ,́ óɓú-↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fárɪ ́  

BL   
KI fárɪ ́  
NE farɪ  
AK hari  
BU fárɪ ́  
OP fárí  
OY farɪ  
ET fárí  
EO fárɪ ́  
BA fárɪ ́  
KL   
AP fárɪ ́  
ID pou  
OG pou  
GM farɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU farɪ  
AR farɪ  
OB pou  
OT   
OE pou  
ME pou  
KU fárɪ ́  
KB lɛɪ ́  
WT farɪ ́  
ON fárí  
IK fárí  
EK fárɪ ́  
KO fárɪ,́ kpaá, lɛɛ ́  
GB fárɪ ́  
OR fárɪ ́  
AT fárɪ ́  
BI fárɪ ́  
Notes *farɪ 2  
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SHAVE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
NE sɛ̃ ́  
AK hɛɛ́ ̃  
BU sɛ̃ ́  
OP sɛ̃ ́  
OY sɪɪ ̃ ́  
ET   
EO sɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
BA sɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
ID sɪ ̃  
OG sɪɪ̃ ̃  
GM sɪɪ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR sɪ ̃  
OB sɪɪ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE sɪɪ̃ ̃  
ME sɪ ̃  
KU sɛɛ̃ ̃  
KB sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT sɛɪ ̃  
ON   
IK sɛɛ̃ ́  
EK sɛɛ̃ ́  
KO sɛɛ̃ ́  
GB sɛɛ̃ ́  
OR órerei  
AT sɪ,̃ fɔlɪ  
BI kɪ ̃  
Notes *sɛɪ̃ ̃1  
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SHEEP 
Defaka ánãńã ́ J 140 
NK ánãńã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ánãńã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ánãńã ́  

BL   
KI ánãńã ́  
NE ɔnãnã  
AK ɔnɔnã oɓori  
BU ɔnãńã ́  
OP ɔnãńã ́  
OY anɪnã  
ET anĩńã ́  
EO ɔnãńã ́  
BA ɔnãńã ́  
KL   
AP ɔnãńã ́  
ID ɔnãnã/ɔnɪnã  
OG ɔnɪnã  
GM ɔnãnã  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔnãnã  
AR ɔnãnã  
OB ɔnɪnã  
OT   
OE anãńã ́  
ME anɪ ̃ńã ́  
KU anɪ ̃ńã ́  
KB anɪ ̃ńã ́  
WT anãńã ́  
ON anĩńã ́  
IK anĩńã ́  
EK ɔnɪ ̃ńã ́  
KO ɔnɪ ̃ńã ́  
GB ɔnɪ ̃ńã ́  
OR nṹku  
AT ɓɔd́ɛɪ́ ̃  
BI obulu  
Notes *ɔńãńã ́  
 



842 

SHINE (AS SUN) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kɔrɪ  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪa, bánãńã ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪá  
NE ɓɪá, sánɪ  
AK háni  
BU tɔŕákɪ, kɔŕɪ ́  
OP páá  
OY kɔrɪ ́  
ET páá  
EO páá, kɔŕɪ ́  
BA páɣá  
KL   
AP kɔŕɪ ́  
ID kɛrɪ ́  
OG dɔɔ́ ̃  
GM dɔ ̃?  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔrɪ  
AR paɣa  
OB paa  
OT   
OE paá  
ME paá, kɛrɪ ?  
KU pɪɣ́á  
KB pʊá́  
WT paá  
ON páá ?  
IK kɔrí, pínã ́  
EK páá  
KO páá  
GB páá, wãã  
OR sanɪ ̃ɪ́  
AT tɔŕʊ ́ákɪ, árúwá paa  
BI pɪńã,́ páá  
Notes   
 



843 

SHIRT, BLOUSE 
Defaka   
NK ɓú gbẽĩ-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊa bɪtɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kápa < Ptg 

BL   
KI ɓʊ ́cʊá́-yé  
NE ɓʊ tʊa-wei  
AK sɔt́i, ɓutuai, ɓutua-

woi 
 

BU ɓʊ ́táwéí  
OP bʊt́ʊá́ɪ ́  
OY sɔt́ɪ, bʊʊ tʊwa-ye  
ET ɓútúáɪ ́  
EO árú  
BA árú, shɔt́ɪ  
KL   
AP érú  
ID aru  
OG aru  
GM aru  
EG   
WO   
FU aru  
AR aru  
OB aru  
OT   
OE aru  
ME aru  
KU aru  
KB aruú, tʊá́ yií  
WT aru  
ON bútʊá́í  
IK sɔt́i, ɓɔt́úáí  
EK bútúwéí  
KO bútúwéí  
GB bútúwéí  
OR ɜwurú  
AT awo  
BI awe  
Notes   
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SHOE 
Defaka agbaká J 89 
NK agbaká  
BD   
Ịb anị agbaɣa/agbaa  
Kalab a
rị 

ókúrú, 
silípas/silípatɪ 

 

BL   
KI akpakaá  
NE agbaká  
AK agbaka  
BU ɔgbáká, fagbáká  
OP ugbáká  
OY agbaká  
ET agbaká  
EO agbáká  
BA agbáká  
KL   
AP agbáká  
ID agbaa  
OG akpʊrʊ  
GM ɛkpʊrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU akpɔrɔ  
AR bata  
OB ɔgbʊka, ɛkpʊrʊ  
OT   
OE agbʊká  
ME agbʊka  
KU   
KB agbʊka  
WT agbaka  
ON agbaka  
IK agbaká  
EK agbaká  
KO agbaká  
GB agbaká  
OR ókoro  
AT agbaká  
BI agbaka  
Notes *agbaka 1  
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SHOOT (V.T.) 
Defaka tɛɪ̃ ̃ J 335 
NK tẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛɪ ̃  

BL   
KI tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́   
NE teĩ ́  
AK tẽĩ́  
BU téĩ ́  
OP téĩ ́  
OY teĩ ́  
ET teĩ ́  
EO téĩ ́  
BA téĩ ́  
KL   
AP téĩ ́  
ID tẽĩ  
OG tẽĩ  
GM tẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU tĩĩ  
AR tẽĩ  
OB tẽĩ  
OT   
OE tẽĩ  
ME tẽĩ  
KU tẽĩ  
KB tẽĩ  
WT tẽĩ  
ON tẽĩ  
IK teĩ ́  
EK teĩ ́  
KO teĩ ́  
GB teĩ ́  
OR tẽĩ́  
AT tẽĩ   
BI tẽĩ   
Notes *tẽĩ 1  
 



846 

SHORT, BE 
Defaka í↓bá J 246 short (of 

stick) 
NK gboli  
BD   
Ịb anị gbulú  
Kalab a
rị 

kpʊĺʊ ́  

BL   
KI kpóló, gboluú  
NE kũmbú, ɪkpɪḱpáa  
AK ikíle ?  
BU kíbé  
OP kíbé  
OY kɛsɪɪ́,́ kolúu  
ET kíɓé  
EO kɛśɪɪ́ ́  
BA kólúu, kɛśɪ ́?  
KL   
AP kɛśɪɪ́ ́  
ID kolúu  
OG kolúu  
GM kolúu  
EG   
WO   
FU kolúu  
AR kolúu  
OB kolúú  
OT   
OE kolí  
ME kolí  
KU dɪá́ɪ ̃-́ɣa  
KB kolíi, zaá  
WT daáɪ ̃-́á, kalá, kolíi  
ON ekíbé  
IK ikíɓé  
EK ikísá  
KO (ɪk̃pɪlɪkɔɔ́, ikisáa  
GB zaʊ ́  
OR kuiri  
AT kĩ ́  
BI cĩ ́  
Notes   
 



847 

SHOULDER 
Defaka ápá   J 150 wing 
NK ápá    
BD     
Ịb anị abanã    
Kalab a
rị 

apanã    

BL     
KI abaá    
NE ɔpɪndá    
AK ɔpúnã    
BU apɪńã ́    
OP apínã ́ apélí ?   
OY  apelé   
ET apinãã ́    
EO apɪńã ́    
BA  apélé   
KL     
AP  apélé   
ID  apele   
OG  apele   
GM  apele   
EG     
WO     
FU   bɪra túú  
AR   tʊrʊ  
OB  apele   
OT     
OE  apele   
ME  apélé tú   
KU  apile   
KB   bɪŕá tu  
WT  apéle tu   
ON  apele   
IK apinã ́    
EK  apolóú   
KO  apolóu/apolóú   
GB  apolóú   
OR apanã ́    
AT apanãá    
BI apɪnãá  ávã ́  
Notes ɔpãda 

[*ɜ̀p̀ɜ̀ɗ̰ɜ ́?] 
 

Ịzọn ɜpeleu ? 
[*ɜ̀p̀ɜ̀ɗ̰ɜ ́?] 
 

 Comment on Roger’s Kord.: The Ijoid 
forms are interesting.  Nkoro ápá 
appears to be a loan from Defaka.  All 
other forms have C1 p-, except for 2 
which have b-.  You’ve chosen Ịb anị 
because it has a b-, ɪ suppose, but it is 
far easier for –p- to become voiced 
between vowels than the reverse, so ɪ 
reconstruct *p- definĩt́ely for Ijoid, 
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possibly for NC.  FU bìrà túú means 
‘arm end’, ME àpélé túú may well have 
meant the same originally, supporting 
W’s gloss ‘upper arm’.  ɪt is rather 
difficult to reconstruct the Proto- Ịjọ 
form, but ɪ suggest *ɜ̀p̀ɜ̀ɗ̰ɜ.́  The 
implosive is suggested to account for 
the l/d variation, altho ɪ have not 
established this as a regular sound 
correspondence.  The nasalized V2 
accounts for the -n-.   
The tenth vowel (+low, +exp) either 
becomes –exp yielding a or –low 
yielding e, which can become labialized 
to o.  Now look up WING, and you will 
see either *pà ̰b̰á, which ɪ take to be the 
original word for ‘wing’, or the same 
*ɜ̀p̀ɜ̀ɗ̰ɜ,́ which ɪ suppose has been 
extended from ‘shoulder’.  *pà ̰b̰á is 
rather like your Bantu panga, but the 
labial=velar correspondence is odd. 
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SHOUT (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK okolo tua  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓lúɣuú/í↓lúuú/ílú↓ɣú  
Kalab a
rị 

óló↓kú  

BL   
KI óló↓kú  
NE ilogú  
AK ológu  
BU gɪá́  
OP olókú, ekpékpé, 

lólóú 
 

OY gɪyá, lolou  
ET okokoú, loloó  
EO olóú, géyá  
BA olóú  
KL   
AP gɪá́  
ID oloɣu  
OG oloɣu  
GM olou  
EG   
WO   
FU gɪa  
AR gɪa  
OB lulou  
OT   
OE lulou  
ME gɪá, okokaɪ,́ keé, 

lulou 
 

KU okukaɪ  
KB duruú, luloú  
WT darɪ,́ loloí  
ON loloú  
IK loleí  
EK doroú  
KO doroú  
GB okuró  
OR okuro  
AT okuro  
BI okure  
Notes *oloku 3  
 



850 

SHOW (V.T.) 
Defaka ɛsɛ J 325 show 

(something) = see 
NK jia/jí↓á  
BD   
Ịb anị dié  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗie  

BL   
KI ɗié  
NE ɗɪɛ/́ɗɪyá  
AK ɗíya  
BU ɗɪá́  
OP díá  
OY dɪyá  
ET ɗiá  
EO dɪýá  
BA dɪá́  
KL   
AP dɪá́  
ID dɪa  
OG dɪa  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kɔɔ ́dɪya  
AR dɪa  
OB dɪa  
OT   
OE dɪya  
ME dɪá  
KU dɪá́  
KB ɗíá  
WT dɪa  
ON díá  
IK ɗíá  
EK dɪá  
KO dɪá  
GB dɪá́  
OR ɗɪá  
AT ɗɪa  
BI za  
Notes *ɗiyɜ ? 1 ɜ > e/a, then 

reharmonization i-a 
> ɪ-a ? 

 



851 

SHRIMP, "CRAYFISH" 
Defaka   
NK pɔli  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔṕɔlɪɪ́, ólóó-bɔrɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

á↓sã ́  

BL   
KI ɪṕɔlɪ,́ ásɛɪ̃ ̃,́ ɪyɔrɔ  
NE idémɔfʊ,́ otóku, opuro, ɔpɔĺʊ  
AK ɔpɔĺi, itéku, otútu, *  
BU otútu, idémɔfʊ  
OP otútú, idémõfu, wɛ̃ ́  
OY otutú  
ET otutuú, opúrú  
EO otútú  
BA otútú, idémefú, opuró  
KL   
AP otútú  
ID idé opúrú, otútú  
OG opuro, idé, otutu  
GM otútu, idé  
EG   
WO   
FU opuró  
AR idé  
OB idé, otutu  
OT   
OE opúrú, idémõfú, otutu  
ME opúrú  
KU otutu, opúrú, ẽmgbédé  
KB otutuú, ɛndɪḿõfú  
WT opúrú  
ON otutu, opúrú  
IK opúrú  
EK otutú, opúrú, ĩmgbété  
KO otútu, opúrú, ĩndébefú, *  
GB otutú, opúrú  
OR ítutú  
AT ópúrú, ɪyɪlɔm  
BI ópúrú  
Notes *opuru/opuro 2  
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SHRIMP, "LOBSTER" 
Defaka   
NK opu teɓé-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị ópóró  
Kalab a
rị 

óporó/ópuró  

BL   
KI pirí ɪpɔlɪ  
NE opuro, ɔpɔĺʊ, opúlo  
AK igbée  
BU opúró  
OP opúrú, akpátá  
OY opuró  
ET akpataá  
EO opúró  
BA asákpá  
KL   
AP opúró  
ID ifɔlɪ,́ áyoló  
OG ɪfɔĺɪ, áyoló  
GM opuró, ɪkpá  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR opuru  
OB ifɔĺɪ,́ opúrú  
OT   
OE fɔlɪ, akpada  
ME akpada  
KU akpada, edémefuú  
KB opúrú, akpɪdaá  
WT akpada  
ON akpada  
IK akpataá  
EK agbadá  
KO agbadá  
GB agbadá  
OR ópúrú  
AT ópúrú, ákpáta  
BI akpɪda  
Notes   
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SHUTTER 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị mɛ̃ńdɛrɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɔḱɔ ́ gba↓ɪ ̃-́yé, 
ónṹɓɔḱɔ ́

 

BL   
KI   
NE oɓori sʊɔ-ɣa  
AK   
BU igúgé  
OP   
OY ikibe ogigo  
ET   
EO   
BA ogígá  
KL   
AP tólú ógígé  
ID warɪ wíndo  
OG ogiga  
GM ogiga  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ kálá ogige  
AR   
OB warɪ ógige  
OT   
OE wíndo oguge  
ME ogígé  
KU bʊb́ɔʊ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kálá warɪ bɔɔ  
KO ogʊǵá  
GB wárɪ ́ogugo  
OR ogbo  
AT ógʊǵó, akʊɪ  
BI akue, abʊ wárɪ ́ákue  
Notes   
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\SICK, BE  
Defaka     
NK obi obi ɓú dṍõ   
BD     
Ịb anị obií    
Kalab a
rị 

obí    

BL     
KI obií    
NE obí  y ̰ɔɔ̃ ́   
AK  nɔ̃ɔ́ ̃   
BU  dɔ̃ ́   
OP  dɔ̃ ́   
OY   ãŋgɔ kʊrɔ-́ɣɛ ? body strong-not 
ET  d ɔɔ̃̃ ́   
EO  dɔ̃ ́   
BA  dɔ̃ ́   
KL     
AP  dɔ̃ ́   
ID  d ɔ ̃   
OG  d ɔ ̃   
GM  d ɔ ̃   
EG     
WO     
FU  d ɔ ̃   
AR  d ɔ ̃   
OB  d ɔ ̃   
OT     
OE  d ɔ ̃   
ME  d ɔ ̃   
KU  d ɔ ̃   
KB  d ɔ ̃   
WT  d ɔ ̃   
ON  d ɔ ̃   
IK  d ɔɔ̃̃ ́   
EK  d ɔɔ̃̃ ́   
KO  d ɔɔ̃̃ ́   
GB  d ɔɔ̃̃ ́   
OR ovi    
AT   yɔ ́↓káɓʊ ́ áyɪɪ́  
BI   yɔɔ bɪnã   
Notes *òbii 1 *dɔ ̰ɔ ̃1   
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\SICKNESS 
Defaka    
NK obi   
BD    
Ịb anị obi   
Kalab a
rị 

obi   

BL    
KI obií   
NE obí nɔ̃ ́  
AK  nɔ̃ɔ́ ̃  
BU  dɔ̃ ́  
OP  dɔ̃ ́  
OY  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ET  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EO  dɔ̃ ́  
BA  dɔ̃ ́  
KL    
AP  dɔ̃ ́  
ID  d ɔ ̃  
OG  d ɔ ̃  
GM  d ɔ ̃  
EG    
WO    
FU  d ɔ ̃  
AR  d ɔ ̃  
OB  d ɔ ̃  
OT    
OE  d ɔ ̃  
ME  d ɔ ̃  
KU  d ɔ ̃  
KB  d ɔ ̃  
WT  d ɔ ̃  
ON  d ɔ ̃  
IK  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KO  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
GB  dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
OR ovi   
AT evi   
BI evi   
Notes *òbii 1 EI + II 

b > v/--i   
[but dog?] 

*dɔ ̰ɔ ̃1 NA + IZ   
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SIDE 
Defaka       
NK     akpani  
BD       
Ịb anị     ŋgasá  
Kalab arị   akaka  agara  
BL       
KI ãŋ́gá      
NE ãŋga  akaká gbagara   
AK ãŋga      
BU  kɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́(ãŋ́gá)     
OP ãŋgá kɔ̃ ́ãŋ́gá     
OY  kɔɔ́ ̃     
ET       
EO  kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃     
BA    agbáɣárá   
KL       
AP    agbáárá   
ID ãŋga  aka    
OG    agbaɣara   
GM    agbaara   
EG       
WO       
FU   aka  biriyã  
AR    agbaɣara ? 

(b/gb) 
  

OB   aka    
OT       
OE     kirí  
ME   akákʊ ́    
KU   aká bɪŕá    
KB  ãŋgá (ákʊ)́     
WT   akákʊ ́    
ON ãŋgá      
IK  ãŋgá kɔ̃ ́     
EK     ɪkɔḱɪ ́  
KO   aká (bárá)    
GB       
OR agá  koũ     
AT       
BI       
Notes *ãǵa 2 

PWS ?#-ga- 
Seite, ?#-ka 
(-kia), -kan 
Seite, ?#-gà 
Ort ? 

 PWS ?#-ga- 
Seite, ?#-ka (-
kia), -kan 
Seite, ?#-gà 
Ort ? 
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SING (A SONG) (V.T.) 
Defaka (túó) ótúó J (132) 302 
NK tṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị (nṹmẽ)́ sú  
Kalab a
rị 

(nṹmẽ)́ sṹ/sú  

BL   
KI (nĩḿẽ)́ cú  
NE (numõ tũ  
AK (numɔ ̃tũ  
BU (ɗúmṹ) tṹ  
OP (dúmó) tṹ  
OY tũ  
ET (ɗúmṹ) tṹ  
EO (dúmó) tóṹ  
BA (dúmó) tṹ  
KL   
AP (nṹmɔ̃)́ tóṹ  
ID (numõ tũ  
OG (numõ tũ  
GM (numõ toũ  
EG   
WO   
FU tũ  
AR (numɛ ̃tũ  
OB tũ  
OT   
OE tuṹ, numó tṹ  
ME tuṹ, numṹ tṹ  
KU tṹ, nṹmó tṹ  
KB (nṹmó) tṹ  
WT tuṹ, numṹ tṹ  
ON (dúmɔ̃)́ tṹ  
IK (ɗúmó) tṹ  
EK dúmóṹ tṹ  
KO (dúmã)́ tṹ  
GB tṹ, dúmó tṹ  
OR (ɗúmó) túu  
AT (ɗúmó) tṹ  
BI (nómṹ) tú  
Notes (ɗumãũ) tõũ (2) 2 **tõũ 
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SINGLET 
Defaka   
NK ápákúNgóró, fɔŕɔku  
BD   
Ịb anị bíé ↓fúrú-nyɛ,́ fɔrɔḱɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊrɔḱɔ  

BL   
KI fɔrɔḱɔ, abá-pɛlɛ ́  
NE fɔrɔḱɔ, ɓió tʊa ɓɪtɛ  
AK hɔrɔkɔɔ́  
BU fɔrɔḱɔ  
OP   
OY bɪrá fa bʊʊ tʊwa-ye  
ET   
EO fɔŕɔḱɔ  
BA kúnṹ túú aru, fɔrɔḱɔ  
KL   
AP bɪŕá fá fɔŕɔḱɔ  
ID fʊrʊḱʊ, simĩ ́  
OG fʊrʊḱʊ, simĩ ́  
GM fʊrɔḱɔ, simĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra fáaru  
AR fʊrʊḱʊ  
OB shimĩ,́ fɔrɔḱɔ  
OT   
OE simĩ,́ fɔrɔḱɔ  
ME simĩ,́ fɔrɔḱɔ  
KU fʊrʊḱʊ  
KB fʊrɔḱɔ  
WT fɔrɔḱɔ  
ON   
IK   
EK fɔrɔḱɔ  
KO fɔrɔḱɔ  
GB fɔrɔ↓́kɔ ́  
OR ɛfɔrɔḱɔ  
AT ɓárá ↓kĩ ́fɔŕɔḱɔ  
BI ɓílée ɪtá-wée  
Notes   
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SINK (V.I.):(V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị bilé  
Kalab a
rị 

bilé: bile-mã  

BL   
KI ɓilé: ɓílé-↓mã ́  
NE ɓilé: ɓile-mɔ̃ ́  
AK ɓíle: ɓaránã, ɓile-

mɔ ̃? 
 

BU ɓílé: ɓílé-mɔ̃ ́  
OP bílé: bílé-mɔ̃ ́  
OY bilé: bile-mɔ̃ ́  
ET ɓileé  
EO bílé: bílé-mɔ̃ ́  
BA bílé: bílé-mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bílé  
ID bile: bile-mɔ  
OG bile: bile-mɔ  
GM bile  
EG   
WO   
FU bile: bile-mɔ  
AR bile: bile-mɔ  
OB bile: bile-mɔ  
OT   
OE bile: bile-mɔ  
ME bile  
KU bile  
KB bileé: bile-mɔɔ ́  
WT bile  
ON bile  
IK ɓileé  
EK bilé: bile-mɔ̃ ́  
KO bilé: bile-mɔɔ ́  
GB bilé  
OR ɓile  
AT ɓilé  
BI vɪ ̃,́ bilé  
Notes *ɓile 1 Cf. DIVE 
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SISTER 
Defaka   
NK i nõmbaara, 

(nṹmbará) 
 

BD   
Ịb anị i nũmboru ɔrʊ-́ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

i yímbra, mɪñã-ɓɔ,́ 
mbará, * 

 

BL   
KI ɪm̃bʊrá  
NE mʊñã-́ara  
AK mũnãŕa, ɪyɔrɔ minã-

ɓɔ 
 

BU ɓʊńã-́ara  
OP bʊńã ́ɛrɛ  
OY bɪnã/́bʊnã-́araʊ  
ET kɛńĩýéĩ-́bɔ-́árá  
EO bʊnã-́ara/-yára  
BA bʊńã-́araʊ  
KL   
AP bɪńãŕaʊ  
ID bɪnã-ara, kɛnɪ ̃ yeĩ-́

bɔ-ara 
 

OG enɪ ̃ ́bɪnã-ara(ʊ ̃  
GM ɛnɪ ̃ ́bɪnãra, *  
EG   
WO   
FU abɪraʊ ́  
AR bʊnãŕaʊ  
OB bɪnã-́araʊ  
OT   
OE kɛnɪ ̃ ́bɔ-́áráʊ ́  
ME bɪnã-araʊ  
KU bɪnã-ára, *  
KB ene kɛĩýimãra, 

bɪnãrá 
 

WT ɛnɪ ̃bɪnãŕaʊ  
ON binã-arau  
IK ɓinãrá  
EK bɪnã-aráʊ ́  
KO bɪnã-aráʊ ́  
GB bɪnã-aráʊ ́  
OR bʊnã ére  
AT ɗʊḿãŕã̃,́ ɪ ɗʊmãrá ,*  
BI dʊḿãŕã̃ ́  
Notes ɓɪnã araʊ/ɓɔ 1 -/-  
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SISTER-IN-LAW (WIFE’S SISTER) 
Defaka   
NK ɪ taá nómbaara  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ taá nómbórú ɔŕʊ-

ɓɔ,* 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɔ↓́gɔ,́ fú↓á  

BL   
KI ɪ ta mɪñã-ɓɔɔ́  
NE ɔgɔ-́ara, ɪ ́ ta mʊñã-

ará 
 

AK ɔgɔ-ára  
BU ɔgɔ-́ara  
OP inẽ ́ ɔgɔ ɛrɛ, inẽ ́ ta 

bunã-ɛrɛ 
 

OY agɔ-́araʊ  
ET agɔ-́ara  
EO ɔgɔ-́yára/-ára  
BA ɔgɔ-́ara  
KL   
AP   
ID ɔgɔ/ɔgɔn-ára  
OG ɔǵɔ ̃  
GM kala ɔgɔ̃-́ara  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔ̃-́araʊ  
AR ɛnĩ ́ɔgʊ ̃  
OB ɔgɔ-áraʊ  
OT   
OE agɔ-araʊ  
ME agɔ-́araʊ  
KU agɔ-́ára  
KB ɛ ta bɪńãŕa  
WT agɔ-́ara  
ON agɔ-́ara  
IK agɔ-́ara  
EK ɔgɔ-́araʊ  
KO ɔgɔ-́araʊ  
GB ɔgɔ-́araʊ  
OR fúɜ� bʊńã-ere  
AT ɪ ta ɗumãŕã̃, ɪ 

yafúro 
 

BI ɪyáfúróo  
Notes   
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SISTER-IN-LAW/BROTHER'S WIFE 
Defaka   
NK i nõmborowei taa  
BD   
Ịb anị inõmború táa  
Kalab a
rị 

ádó (F), ógó (M)  

BL   
KI ĩmbire taá  
NE mʊñã ́ ówei tá, ɔgɔ-́

ara 
 

AK ɔgɔ-ára  
BU ɔgɔ-́ara  
OP inẽ ́ɔgɔ-ɛrɛ  
OY doó-araʊ  
ET   
EO dóɣó-ara  
BA yádóɣó, ɛnɪ ̃ ́ bɪnã-

wei ta 
 

KL   
AP   
ID ɛnɪ ̃ ́ bɪnãwei ta, ɛ 

yádoo, * 
 

OG ɛ yádoɣo, ɛnɪ ̃ ́
bɪnãawei ta 

 

GM ɛ yádoɣo  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛ yádoo, ɛnãb́iréíta  
AR ɛnɪ ̃ ́ bʊnãwei ta, ɛ 

yádoɣo 
 

OB ɛ yádo-araʊ, yádó-
araʊ 

 

OT   
OE yadó, bɪnãwei ta  
ME do-áraʊ  
KU dúó-ará  
KB ɛnɪ ̃bɪnãẃei ta  
WT   
ON dó-ára  
IK   
EK dóó-áraʊ  
KO dó-araʊ  
GB dó-áraʊ  
OR fúɜ� bʊńã-ere  
AT i ɗumerɛ ̃táa  
BI ĩmbíré táa, *  
Notes   
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\SIT (V.I.) 
Defaka   ũũ ɓa J 273 sit down  
NK títime (titime)    
BD     
Ịb anị   kpɔrɔ fɪńɪɪ ́  
Kalab arị   lɛgɪ ́  
BL     
KI simẽ ́    
NE timĩ ́    
AK tími    
BU  pɪṕɛ ́   
OP  pɛṕɛ ́   
OY  pɪbɛ ́   
ET  pibɛ ́   
EO  pɛɣ́ɛŕɛɛ́   
BA  pɛɣ́ɛŕɛɪ́   
KL     
AP  pɛɛ́ŕɛɪ́ ́   
ID  pɛrɛɪ́ ́   
OG   kpedi  
GM  pɛrɛ   
EG     
WO     
FU  pɛrɛɪ ́   
AR  pɛɣɛrɛɪ ́   
OB  peeréí   
OT     
OE pere timĩ ́ pere timĩ ́   
ME pere timĩ ́ pere timĩ ́   
KU pɪ-timĩ pɪ-timĩ   
KB pɪ-timĩ ́ pɪ-timĩ ́   
WT prɪ-timĩ ́ prɪ-timĩ ́   
ON  pibɛ ́   
IK  pipɛ ́   
EK tɪtɛ ́    
KO tɪtɛ ́    
GB tɪtɛ ́    
OR   poótu  
AT purusúum purusúum   
BI purosúũ purosúũ   
Notes *timẽ/timĩ 1 (EI) *pɛkɛrɛɪ 1 (Ịzọn) miscellaneous  
These forms are unusual.  Most could be tentatively related to two roots: titimẽ and pɛkɛrɛɪ: the partial 
reduplication could be alternatively reduced to yield *timĩ, timẽ and tɪtɛ, while *pɛkɛrɛɪ reduces to yield 
various forms (as seen) or perhaps to yield pɛpɛ by assimilation from *pɛkɛ.  The two roots can be 
combinẽd to yield pere timĩ, etc., and perhaps purusúum with labial assimilation.  Shortenings may be 
encouraged by the fact that this is a very frequent form in isolation inviting visitors to sit down. 
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SIX (COUNTING) 
Defaka mããŋgo J 213 
NK súónĩá́  
BD   
Ịb anị súénẽ/́sónĩé́  
Kalab a
rị 

sónĩó́  

BL sónĩó́  
KI sónĩó́  
NE sondio  
AK hondio  
BU síndíó  
OP sóndíó  
OY sĩndiyo  
ET súndíó  
EO síndíyó  
BA síndíó  
KL   
AP síndíó  
ID sẽĩdio  
OG sẽĩdio  
GM sĩndio gbɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU sidiyo  
AR sidio  
OB sondio  
OT   
OE sondíyé  
ME sondíé  
KU seéndíé  
KB séndíé  
WT sóndíé  
ON sóndíé  
IK sóndíé  
EK sóndíé  
KO sóndíé  
GB sóndíé  
OR sódíé  
AT sṍzíé/sɔńzɪ ́  
BI séndé  
Notes *sɔnɔ-ye? 

*sɔnɔ-diye? 
5+? Since the 1st element is obviously *sɔnɔ- or the 
like, -n- mũst be original, hence there was stop 
epenthesis rather than nasal epenthesis.  OR 
*sɔnɔ-diye 2 where diye is 15 
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SIX PEOPLE 
Defaka mããŋga J 213 
NK (súónĩá́)  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

sónĩá́  

BL   
KI sónĩá́ (wárɪ)́  
NE sondioya  
AK hondiya kɛḿɛ  
BU síndíá  
OP   
OY sĩndiya kɪmɪ ̃  
ET   
EO síndíó á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA síndíá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID sẽĩdiya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG sẽĩdio-ya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM sĩndiya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU sĩndiyo a-kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR   
OB sondia kɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE sondíyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME sondíá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK sóndíá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO sóndíá kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB sóndíá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR sódíá  
AT sɔńzɪ ́(kɪmɪ ̰ ̰  
BI séndé kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
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SIXTEEN 
Defaka nɛ̃ĩ ile síi J 223 =4 less 20 
NK nẽĩ́ ́fa sí  
BD   
Ịb anị ĩí́ fa sí  
Kalab a
rị 

ĩí́ fa sí  

BL ínẽĩ́ ́fa sí  
KI ínẽĩ́ ́fa sí  
NE oyi sondio fɪndɪ  
AK oyi hondio hɛndɛ  
BU óí síndíó fɪnɪ  
OP   
OY oi sĩndiyo fɪnɪ  
ET   
EO óí síndíó fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA óí síndíó fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP óí síndíó fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi sẽndio/sẽĩdio fɪnɪ  
OG oi sẽĩdio fɪnɪ  
GM oi sĩndio fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU woi sidiyo fɪnɪ  
AR oi sidio fɪnɪ  
OB óyí sóndíé fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí sóndíyé féni  
ME oyí sóndíé féni  
KU óyí séndíé féni  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK óí sóndíé fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí sóndíé fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí sóndíé fóni  
OR óyí sódíé fénĩ ́  
AT éyí sɔńzɪ ́fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí séndé ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
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SIXTY 
Defaka tátá síi J 233 =3x20  
NK tárá sí  
BD   
Ịb anị tésí  
Kalab a
rị 

tésí  

BL tésí, tɪŕá sí  
KI tésí  
NE tesi, tɪraɪ/traɪ si  
AK tehi, tesi, trahi  
BU tárá sí, tésí  
OP tárá sí, tésí  
OY tesí, tara sí  
ET tárá sí, tésí  
EO tésí, tárá sí  
BA tárá sí, tésí  
KL   
AP tárá síí  
ID tara si  
OG tara si  
GM tara si  
EG   
WO   
FU tara si  
AR tara si, tesi  
OB tara sii  
OT   
OE tará sii  
ME tará sí  
KU tará sí, tesí  
KB tɪŕá/trá sí  
WT tará sí, tésí  
ON tésí, tárá sí  
IK tárá sí, tésí  
EK tárá si, tésí  
KO tárá sí  
GB tárá síí  
OR tésí  
AT táárá si  
BI tésí  
Notes   
 



868 

SKIN 
Defaka ɪḱpá J 337 skin, flay Probably the noun recorded rather 

than the verb 
NK ɓú ápara  
BD   
Ịb anị ó↓jú nãḿã, ó↓jú 

ápára 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ápárá, ó↓jú ápára  

BL   
KI ó↓jú ápʊŕá  
NE odú ɔpɪnã  
AK ɔpʊrã̃  
BU ɔpʊŕã̃ ́  
OP ozú ɔpurã̃  
OY ãŋgɔ apʊrã̃  
ET apʊŕã̃ ́  
EO ɔpʊŕã̃ ́  
BA ɔpɪŕã̃ ́  
KL   
AP ozú ɔpʊrã̃  
ID ɔpʊraɪ,̃ ozu ɔṕʊraɪ ̃  
OG ozu ɔṕɪraɪ ̃  
GM ɔpɪraɪ,̃ nãmã oji  
EG   
WO   
FU oju támã ́  
AR kɪmɪ ̃awɔ, nãmã ozi  
OB ɔŋgɔ apɪraɪ ̃  
OT   
OE ãŋgɔ ́ápɪŕáɪ ̃ ́  
ME apɪŕã̃,́ ãŋgɔ ́ápɪŕã̃ ́  
KU apɪŕá  
KB apɪŕã̃ ́  
WT ãŋgɔ ́ápɪŕá  
ON ãŋgɔ ́kúbú, ozṹ  
IK ãŋgɔ ́  
EK ɔŋgɔ ́ózṹ  
KO ɔŋgɔ,́ ózṹ  
GB ɔŋgɔ ́ápʊŕáʊ ́  
OR ɓʊ ́ɔṕara  
AT ápárá, ózũ apara  
BI ózṹ ápara, ápárá  
Notes *ɔpãrã̃(ʊ)̃ ? General sense of ‘covering’, hence often compounded 

with body to distinguish from bark =tree-covering 
 



869 

SKINK 
Defaka   
NK okpɔḿ↓búló  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɔsɔ-mɔnɪ-mɔnɪ  

BL   
KI asá-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́ɓa  
NE ásã, árʊ  
AK imɔ̃ĺɔi  
BU ɪmɔ̃ĺɛɪ/ɪmɔ̃ĺɔɪ  
OP ɔmɔ̃ĺɔi  
OY ɪmɪ ̃ĺaɪ  
ET amɔ̃ĺɛi  
EO ɪmʊ̃ĺɔɪ́, ɪmɪ ̃ĺáɪ ́  
BA ɪmɪ ̃ĺáɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɔmɪ ̃ĺaɪ ́  
ID imelemẽĺe  
OG imelemẽĺe  
GM amʊl̃ɛɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU amɔlɔɪ́ ́  
AR amɔlɔɪ́  
OB imelemẽĺé  
OT   
OE ámʊl̃ɛ ́  
ME ámʊl̃ɛ ́  
KU ámɪl̃ɛɪ ́  
KB ámɛlɛ ́  
WT amʊ̃↓́lɛ ́  
ON amɛ̃ĺɛi  
IK tɛɓ́ɛ ́úmɔ̃ĺɛí́  
EK ɪngɛlɛɪ́ ́  
KO ɪm̃bɛlɛɪ́ ́  
GB ɪm̃bɛlɛɪ́  
OR okpṍĩyɜ̰  
AT akɛnɛkɛńɛ  
BI ɔrʊmɔ̃↓́rʊ ́  
Notes   
 



870 

SKULL 
Defaka   
NK téɓé ókporokpo -l- > -r- 
BD   
Ịb anị sɪb́ɪ ́ḿgbée  
Kalab a
rị 

kémĩ ́sɪɓ́ɪ ́  

BL   
KI tɪɓ́ɪ ́ókpólókpo  
NE tɪɓɪ okpokpo/oko  
AK tɛɓɛ okpokpo  
BU tɪb́ɪ ́ókpókpó  
OP tɛb́ɛ ́ókpókpó  
OY tɪbɪ afɛrɛ  
ET tɛɓ́ɛ ́ókpókpó  
EO tɪb́ɪ ́ókpókpó/fɛŕɛ ́  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́ókpókpó  
KL   
AP tɪb́ɪ ́fɛŕɛ ́  
ID tɪbɪ igbou/fɪrɪ  
OG tɪbɪ igbou/fɪrɪ  
GM tɪbɪ pɪrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪbɪ fɛrɛ  
AR tɪbɪ kiri  
OB tɪbɪ fɪrɪ  
OT   
OE tɪbɪ ́ókpókpó  
ME tɪbɪ ́émgbóú  
KU tɪbɪ ́ṍmgbóú, agbée  
KB tɪb́ɛ ́ḿgbóú/ḿgbúró  
WT tɪbɪ ́ḿgbóú  
ON tɛb́ɛ ́ókpókpó  
IK tɛɓ́ɛ ́okpókpó  
EK tɪb́ɪ ́fɛŕɛ ́  
KO tɪb́ɪ ́ókpókpó head-case 
GB tɪb́ɪ ́ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
OR tɪɓ́ɪ ́íku  
AT sʊɓ́ʊ ́

ókpólókpóo/áfɪŕɪ 
 

BI sɪɓ́ɪ ́kúɗóo  
Notes *tɪɓɪ okpolokpo 2 2  
 



871 

SKY 
Defaka   
NK ogɔnɔ ̃ɓie  
BD   
Ịb anị so  
Kalab a
rị 

so (tɔ↓́rʊ)́  

BL   
KI soó  
NE suó, ɔgɔńɔ/suó tɔrʊ  
AK ɔgɔńɔ  
BU ɔgɔńɔ̃/́ súó tɔrʊ  
OP ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́↓tɔŕú  
OY agɔnɔ̃ ́tɔrʊ  
ET agɔnɔ ̃tɔrú  
EO ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
BA súó, tɔŕʊ ́  
KL   
AP ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́tɔŕʊ ́  
ID ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ ́  
OG ɔgɔnɔ  
GM (ɔgɔnɔ=tamãra)  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ ́  
AR ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ  
OB ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔŕʊ ́  
OT   
OE tamãŕáʊ ́ágɔńɔ̃ ́  
ME agɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ  
KU agɔnɔ  
KB amãǵɔńɔ̃,́agɔnɔɔ,́am

ã ́tɔŕʊ ́
 

WT agɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ  
ON agɔnɔ ̃tɔru  
IK agɔnɔ ̃tɔru  
EK ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ ́  
KO ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ,́ suó  
GB ɔgɔnɔ ̃tɔrʊ ́  
OR ɔgɔnɔ̃ɔ́ ̃  
AT zíɓá ágɔńɔ̃,́ agɔnɔ  
BI sɪb́ɪ ́zárɔ ́ágɔnɔ-mʊ ̃  
Notes *suó 1  
 



872 

SLAP 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊŕɔ ́  
Kalab arị   
BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO   
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



873 

NB (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK bá↓bú  
BD   
Ịb anị pɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛĺɛ,́ kɪŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI pɛĺɛ ́  
NE ki, babá  
AK kúi  
BU kí ↓pɛĺɛ ́  
OP kí  
OY kií  
ET kií  
EO kúí  
BA pɛĺɛ,́ kúí  
KL   
AP kúí  
ID kuei/kui, pɛlɛ NB uei 
OG kui  
GM kui  
EG   
WO   
FU kpala, kui  
AR kɛ, kui  
OB kii  
OT   
OE kii  
ME ki  
KU kí ?  
KB kií  
WT ki  
ON ki  
IK kií  
EK kií/kuí  
KO kuí/kií, kpókpó  
GB kií  
OR kũĩ, bénĩ ́  
AT kúí  
BI kũĩ  
Notes *kũw̃ẽĩ ? 2  
 



874 

SLAVE 
Defaka   
NK ómónĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ómónĩ-́ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ómónĩ-́ɓɔ  

BL   
KI ómónĩ-́ɓɔ  
NE omõni-ɓɔ  
AK omõni-ɓɔ  
BU omónĩ ́  
OP omónĩ ́  
OY omõni/ominĩ ́  
ET omónĩ ́  
EO omĩńĩ ́(kɪḿɪ ̃)́  
BA omĩńĩ ́  
KL   
AP omónĩ ́  
ID omõni  
OG omõni  
GM omũni  
EG   
WO   
FU omõni/ominĩ ́  
AR ominĩ ́  
OB omõni  
OT   
OE omónĩ ́  
ME omónĩ ́  
KU omónĩ ́  
KB omónĩ ́  
WT omónĩ ́  
ON omónĩ ́  
IK omónĩ ́  
EK omónĩ ́  
KO omónĩ ́  
GB omónĩ ́  
OR ómónĩ ́  
AT igbõ (kɪmɪ ̃  
BI igbõ  
Notes *omõni 2  
 



875 

SLEEP  (N.) 
Defaka   
NK mṹnɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị mṹ↓nó  
Kalab a
rị 

mó↓nó  

BL   
KI mɔ̃↓́nɔ̃ ́  
NE mũnṹ  
AK ihĩŋ́ɛ, mṹnu  
BU sɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OP sɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OY sɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃  
ET sĩyɛɛ̃ ́  
EO sɪ ̃ý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
BA sɪ ̃ŋ́ɛ,́ bʊńʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP bʊńʊ̃ ́  
ID sɪɣaɪ ̃/́sɪy ̰ɛ ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ bʊnʊ ̃  
OG bʊnʊ ̃  
GM bʊnʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sɪŋ̃ɛ  
AR sɪŋ̃ɛɪ́  
OB bʊnʊ,̃ sɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE sɪỹaɪ ̃  
ME sɪyaɪ ̃  
KU sɪỹaɪ ̃  
KB bʊńʊ̃,́ sɪŋ̃aɪ ́  
WT bʊnʊ̃ ́  
ON sɪỹaĩ  
IK sĩyɛĩ ́  
EK sɪŋ̃aɪ ̃ ́  
KO sɪỹaɪ ̃ ́  
GB sɪŋ̃ɛɪ ́  
OR ɓónó túu  
AT ɓónó  
BI mṹnṹ  
Notes *ɓʊnʊ ̃ ? 3 (vowels 

irregular) 
 

 



876 

SLEEP (V.) 
Defaka ibi J 275 
NK mṹ↓nɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị mṹ↓nó  
Kalab a
rị 

mó↓nó  

BL   
KI mɔ̃↓́nɔ̃ ́  
NE (korõ mũnṹ  
AK koro mṹnu  
BU sɪɛ́ ̃ ́  
OP sɪý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OY bʊnʊ̃,́ sɪyãɪ́ ̃?  
ET siɛ̃ ́  
EO sɪý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
BA sɪ ̃ŋ́ɛ ́  
KL   
AP bʊńʊ̃ ́  
ID bʊnʊ ̃  
OG bʊnʊ ̃  
GM bʊnʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊnʊ,̃ sĩy ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
AR bʊnʊ ̃  
OB bʊnʊ ̃  
OT   
OE bʊnʊ̃ ́  
ME bʊnʊ̃ ́  
KU bʊńʊ̃ ́  
KB bʊńʊ̃ ́  
WT bʊnʊ̃ ́  
ON bɔńɔ̃ ́?  
IK ɓɔńɔ̃ ́  
EK bʊńʊ̃ ́  
KO bʊńʊ̃,́ sɪŋ̃aɪ ̃bʊnʊ̃ ́  
GB bʊńʊ̃ ́  
OR ɓónó (túũ  
AT ɓónó  
BI mṹnṹ  
Notes *ɓʊnʊ ̃ ? 3 (vowels 

irregular) 
Proto-Grassfields 
*bú ni Hyman 
1979 

 



877 

SLICE (PLANTAIN) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kírí  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪ↓́rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛĺɛ,́ kɪŕɪ-́↓mã ́  

BL   
KI sɛŋ́gɪ ́  
NE igbi-pɛlɛ  
AK pɛlɛ  
BU pɛĺɛ ́  
OP kɛḱɛ ́  
OY kɛkɛ ́  
ET kɛḱɛ ́  
EO pɛĺɛ ́  
BA báɪ ̃ ́pɛĺɛ ?  
KL   
AP kɛḱɛ ́  
ID sʊlaɪ  
OG pɛlɛ  
GM pɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛlɛ  
AR pɛlɛ  
OB pɛlɛ  
OT   
OE puú, kɛkɛ ́  
ME kɛkɛ ́  
KU pú, kɛḱɛ ́  
KB gbúgbó  
WT kɛkɛ ́  
ON kɛḱɛ ́  
IK kɛḱɛ ́  
EK kɛḱɛ ́  
KO kɛḱɛ ́  
GB kpókpó, kɛḱɛ ́  
OR kɪŕɪ ́  
AT kɪrɪ  
BI pɪĺɛ ́  
Notes   
 



878 

SLICE (TO PLANT) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

pú  

BL   
KI pɛḱɛŕɛ ́  
NE pu, kɛkɛ ́  
AK pɛlɛ  
BU sɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP sɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
OY pɛlɛ  
ET sɛĩ ́  
EO pɛĺɛ ́  
BA pɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP pɛĺɛ ́  
ID pɛɛrɛ  
OG pɛlɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU pɛlɛ  
AR pɛlɛ  
OB pɛlɛ  
OT   
OE ãŋgɪĺɪ,́ sɛɪ ̃  
ME poó  
KU sɛɛ̃ ̃  
KB sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT sɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON sɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
IK sɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EK sɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ́ ̰  
KO sɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ́ ̰  
GB sɛŋ́gɪ ́  
OR gbúgbó  
AT sɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ pɛĺɛ ́  
BI sɛɛ̃ ̃  
Notes *sɛg̃ɪ 2 Note KI sɛńgɪ ́ slice 

(plantain) 
 



879 

SLICE (YAM TO COOK) (V.T) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị wí↓lí  
Kalab a
rị 

pú  

BL   
KI fṹ  
NE pɛlɛ  
AK pɛlɛ, pɛpɛĺɛ  
BU pɛĺɛ ́  
OP   
OY pɛlɛ  
ET kɛḱɛ ́?  
EO pɛĺɛ ́  
BA pɛĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP pɛĺɛ ́  
ID sʊlaɪ  
OG pɛlɛ  
GM pɛlɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɛlɛ  
AR pɛlɛ  
OB pɛlɛ, puu  
OT   
OE pɛlɛ ́  
ME kɛkɛ ́  
KU pɪĺɛ ́  
KB ikísé  
WT pɛlɛ ́  
ON sɛ̃ĩ́ ́?  
IK kárá  
EK pɛĺɛ ́  
KO pɛĺɛ ́  
GB pɛĺɛ ́  
OR pɛĺɛ ́  
AT pɛĺɛ ́  
BI pɪĺɛ ́  
Notes   
 



880 

SLIT-GONG, "TOMTOM" 
Defaka   
NK kídóɣó  
BD   
Ịb anị íkíríkó  
Kalab a
rị 

íkíríkó, n koro  

BL   
KI íkíríkó  
NE kpɔtɔ, ekere, ikirigo  
AK ikere  
BU ikéré  
OP ekéré  
OY ekere  
ET ekéré  
EO ekéré  
BA ekéré, ábʊ/ábɔ, ɛbɛ  
KL   
AP ekéré  
ID ekere  
OG gɪdɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kirigo  
AR ekere  
OB   
OT   
OE ekéré, awɛ ́  
ME ekéré  
KU ekéré  
KB ekpíkpé, ekéré  
WT ekéré  
ON ekéré  
IK ekéré  
EK ekéré  
KO ekéré  
GB ekéré  
OR ígélégé  
AT ákʊá́  
BI ãŋ́gíré, ákʊá́  
Notes   
 



881 

SMALLPOX 
Defaka   
NK iɓi ogɔnɔ-ye  
BD   
Ịb anị ibi obi  
Kalab a
rị 

si obi, opu obi, piri 
mũ obí 

 

BL   
KI opu obí  
NE kʊra-ye/kʊraɪ ̃-́ye, 

ikú-ye, * 
 

AK hɛ nɔyɔ̰́ɔ,̃ kura iye  
BU INgárá/kʊŕáɪ ́dɔ̃ ́  
OP opú d ɔ ̃  
OY agɔnɔ̃ ́tɔrʊ-ye  
ET opu dɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EO kʊŕáɪ/́INgárá dɔ̃ ́  
BA kúráɪ ́dɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔgʊńʊ̃ ́dɔ̃ ́  
ID INgɪr̃ã̃/INgara/gɛnɪ ̃-́

gɛnɪ ̃ ́d ɔ ̃
 

OG ɪgɪr̃ã̃ d ɔ ̃  
GM ítɪla  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪgɪrã̃ d ɔ ̃  
AR ɪgɪr̃ã̃ d ɔ ̃  
OB akpɔ nãńã ́owei  
OT   
OE ɛŋ̃gɪŕá dɔ̃ ́  
ME ɛŋ̃gɪŕáɪ ́dɔ̃ ́  
KU ɛŋ̃gɪŕá dɔ̃ ́  
KB agɔnɔ ̃d ɔ ̃  
WT fiĩ ́d ɔ ̃  
ON ẽŋgárá dɔ̃ ́  
IK iŋgárá báú  
EK akɪrɪkpɔḱpɔ  
KO ɪgãŕã̃ ́dɔ̃,́ opu dɔɔ̃̃,́ *  
GB akɪrɪkpɔḱpɔ  
OR   
AT ámã ́ɪɓ́ʊ-́yíi  
BI ámã-́ɓó-yée  
Notes   
 



882 

SMELL (V.I.), STINK 
Defaka ɔrʊɔ J 379 ?f > 0 
NK gbãã́ŋã, v? (fúrú 

páká) 
 

BD   
Ịb anị fʊŕʊ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊ↓́rʊ ́  

BL   
KI fʊ↓́rʊ ́  
NE fʊrʊ ́  
AK hɔŕɔ  
BU fʊŕʊ ́séí  
OP fɔŕɔ ́sei  
OY fʊrʊ  
ET fɔŕɔ ́  
EO fʊŕʊ ́ bɔ-́mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃,́ fʊŕʊ ́

séí 
 

BA fʊŕʊ ́séí  
KL   
AP fʊŕʊ ́  
ID fʊrʊ  
OG fʊrʊ  
GM fʊrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊrʊ  
AR fʊrʊ  
OB fʊrʊ  
OT   
OE fʊrʊ ́  
ME fʊrʊ ́  
KU fʊŕʊ ́  
KB fʊŕʊ ́  
WT fʊrʊ ́  
ON fɔŕɔ ́sei  
IK fɔŕɔ ́  
EK fʊŕʊ ́seí  
KO fʊŕʊ ́ (seí), gumũ-

gumṹ 
 

GB fʊŕʊ ́  
OR fʊŕʊ ́  
AT fʊŕʊ ́  
BI fʊŕʊ ́  
Notes   
 



883 

SMELL (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK fúrú nãá/pó↓kú T?  
BD   
Ịb anị fʊŕʊ ́nãá́  
Kalab a
rị 

nĩ↓́nĩ ́kɛ siĩ ́  

BL   
KI inĩí́  
NE inĩ ́  
AK nĩí, hɔrɔ nãá  
BU nĩ ́  
OP (fórɔ)́ nẽĩ́/́nĩí́ ?  
OY nií  
ET fɔŕɔ ́nĩ,́ nií ?  
EO nĩ ́?  
BA nĩ ́?  
KL   
AP fʊŕʊ ́nĩí́  
ID nii  
OG nii  
GM nii  
EG   
WO   
FU nii  
AR fʊrʊ nã  
OB nii  
OT   
OE nii  
ME nii  
KU fʊŕʊ ́nĩ ́?  
KB ni (dĩ ?  
WT ni ?  
ON fɔŕɔ ́nĩ,́ ni ?  
IK nií, fɔŕɔ ́nã ́?  
EK fʊŕʊ ́nãá́, nií  
KO fʊŕʊ ́nĩí́  
GB fʊŕʊ ́nãá́  
OR íyé fʊŕʊ ́nã  
AT fʊŕʊ ́nã/́gbédée  
BI fʊŕʊ ́nã ́  
Notes *fʊrʊ 3  
 



884 

SMELL SWEET 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị kʊńʊ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊ↓́nʊ̃ ́  

BL   
KI kʊ↓́nʊ̃ ́  
NE kʊnʊ̃ ́  
AK kɔńɔ  
BU fʊŕʊ ́ɓɛĺɛ ́  
OP fɔŕɔ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ  
OY   
ET fɔŕɔ ́ĩmbɛlɛ ́  
EO fʊŕʊ ́ɪḿɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
BA fʊŕʊ ́ɪḿɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP fʊŕʊ ́ɪḿɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
ID fʊrʊ imɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
OG fʊrʊ ɪmɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
GM fʊrʊ imɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊrʊ ɪmɛlɛ ́  
AR fʊrʊ ɪmɛlɛ ́  
OB fʊrʊ ɪmɛlɛ ́  
OT   
OE fʊrʊ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
ME fʊrʊ ́ɛ̃ḿbɛlɛ ́  
KU fʊŕʊ ́ɛm̃bɪlɛ ́  
KB fʊŕʊ ́ɪḿbɛlɛ  
WT fʊrʊ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
ON fɔŕɔ ́ĩmbɛlɛ ́  
IK   
EK fʊŕʊ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
KO fʊŕʊ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
GB fʊŕʊ ́ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
OR fʊŕʊ ́ɛbɛĺɛ  
AT fʊŕʊ ́ɪɓ́ɛĺɛ  
BI ɪmɓɪlɛ fʊŕʊʊ́  
Notes   
 



885 

SMOKE 
Defaka ɛwɛnɪ J 65 
NK owɔĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị õwĩ  
Kalab a
rị 

owĩ  

BL   
KI owoĩ ́  
NE oweĩ/́owoĩ ́  
AK ogóũ  
BU igéṹ, owéĩ ́  
OP owéĩ ́  
OY egeṹ, owoṹ  
ET oweĩ ́  
EO egéṹ  
BA egéṹ  
KL   
AP egéṹ  
ID owoũ/egeũ  
OG egeũ  
GM egeũ  
EG   
WO   
FU eguũ  
AR egiũ  
OB owoũ  
OT   
OE owoũ  
ME owũ  
KU owũ  
KB owũ  
WT owũ  
ON ow̃ẽĩ  
IK owoĩ ́  
EK owoú  
KO owoú  
GB owoú  
OR ewe  
AT ewe  
BI owó  
Notes *ogõĩ ? 1 (g >w, 

vowels irregular) 
 

 



886 

SMOOTH, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị mʊ̃ńʊ̃-́mʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

wélé-wélé, mĩńĩ-́
mĩńĩ ́

 

BL   
KI mɔnɪ ̃-́mɔnɪ ̃ ́  
NE kpíninĩí  
AK kpínĩńii  
BU mɛ̃ʊ́̃,́ gbɪĺɪĺɪɪ́ ́  
OP ɓílílíi, mĩḿbílíi  
OY gbɪlɪlɪɪ  
ET mililií  
EO gbɪĺɪĺɪɪ́ ́  
BA gbélélé  
KL   
AP gbɪĺɪĺɪɪ́ ́  
ID gbɪlɪlɪ-gbɪĺɪlɪ, mililí  
OG gbɪlɪlɪɪ́  
GM gbililíi  
EG   
WO   
FU gbelelée  
AR fɪa-fɪa  
OB gbililíi  
OT   
OE gbɪlɪlɪɪ́  
ME gbɪlɪsɪɪ́  
KU gbɪlɪlɪɪ  
KB gbɪlɪlɪɪ  
WT gbɪlɪlɪɪ, ɪmɪ ̃ḿɪ ̃ĺɪ ́  
ON mɛ̃ĺilii  
IK gbɛlɛlɛɛ,́ gbililií  
EK gbililií  
KO gbɪlɪlɪɪ/́gbililií  
GB mẽ↓́úṹ  
OR mãlãɪ́ ̃  
AT dɔɪ ̃  
BI fíá-fíá, lʊwɪɪ  
Notes   
 



887 

SNAIL (LARGE EDIBLE) 
Defaka osi J 165 
NK osi  
BD   
Ịb anị osi  
Kalab a
rị 

osi  

BL   
KI osií  
NE osí, ogósi  
AK ohíi, ogóhi (ohĩ, 

igóloi 
 

BU osí  
OP osí  
OY osí, gbekete  
ET osií  
EO osí  
BA osí  
KL   
AP osi  
ID osi  
OG osi  
GM osi  
EG   
WO   
FU osi  
AR osi  
OB osi  
OT   
OE osi  
ME osi  
KU osi  
KB ɛŋ̃gɔɪ́,́ ãŋgɔɪ́ ́  
WT osi  
ON osi  
IK osií  
EK osií  
KO osií  
GB osií  
OR osi  
AT nãḿã ́sʊɓ́ʊʊ́,égbẽ,́*  
BI ápɪŕápáa  
Notes *osi 1  
 



888 

SNAKE 
Defaka sese yãã́ J 160 
NK ásákí  
BD   
Ịb anị ododó  
Kalab a
rị 

órówĩ ́  

BL   
KI órúwú  
NE óbi, kirí mɔñdɪ-wei  
AK iye  
BU ɗáã-́wei  
OP dãŋ́ãí  
OY dãã-́wei  
ET ɗãŋ́ai  
EO gbálá-wéi  
BA gbálá-wéí, kírí-wéí  
KL   
AP dáã-́wéí  
ID kiri-wéí  
OG kiri-wéi  
GM yo-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri-wéi, iyo-wei  
AR dã-wéi  
OB kiri-wéí  
OT   
OE sei ye  
ME sei ye  
KU sei ye  
KB sei yɛ, kírí wɛnɪ-yɛ  
WT sei ye  
ON dãŋ́ãɪ́ ̃  
IK ɗãŋ́aí, ɗãẃaí  
EK kírí tanɪ-ye,tanɪ-yé  
KO wónĩí́, tanií, sei-yeé  
GB kɪḿɪ ̃-́bá-ɪ,́ seií  
OR ifuṹye  
AT ezizíye, ikpu-yíi  
BI ɪgbɪlajɪ, tanɪ-y ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



889 

SNAKE, TYPES OF 
Defaka   
NK ḿbúbónĩ ́asaki, ɓika 

asaki, 
 

BD   
Ịb anị ágwága, tɔŕʊ ́ ↓sárá-

sárá 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ágwáaka, ófórófó,  

BL   
KI ijiké  
NE ofo, okoroko, 

epúperepu = 
 

AK okerekée, 
opupurupúu, 

 

BU ofó, kírí ofuro, ɓénĩ ́
kɔ ̃

 

OP ofó  
OY ofo, dirimɔ̃ ́owei,  
ET   
EO beni kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BA   
KL   
AP ofó, dírí mówei  
ID ofo  
OG ofo, ɛgbɛɪ ̃  
GM ofo  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR ofo  
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME beni kɔ ̃  
KU   
KB beni kɔ ̃  
WT beni kɔ ̃  
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO dirimã owéi, beni 

kɔ̰́ɔ ̃
 

GB ofó, dirimɔ ̃ owéi 
akpaara 

 

OR epúlepú  
AT ɗirimeré  
BI ófó  
Notes   
 



890 

SNEEZE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kise  
BD   
Ịb anị kɪsɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗɪsɛ ́  

BL   
KI cɪsaá  
NE ɗɪśɛ ̃  
AK díhĩye  
BU dɪśɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP dísɛ̃ ́  
OY dɪsɛɪ́ ̃  
ET diseĩ ́  
EO dɪśɛɪ́ ̃  
BA dísẽĩ́  
KL   
AP dɪśɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID dɪsɛɪ̃ ̃/́diséĩ ́  
OG diséĩ ́  
GM disẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɪsɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AR ɪdɪsɛɪ́ ̃  
OB diséĩ ́  
OT   
OE diseĩ ́  
ME adɪsɛɪ̃ ̃/́diseĩ ́  
KU adɪsaɪ ̃  
KB adɪsã  
WT adɪsaɪ ̃ ́  
ON disɛɛ̃ ́  
IK ĩndisɛí ?  
EK diseĩ ́  
KO diseĩ ́  
GB dɪsaɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɗɪśáɪ ̃ ́  
AT ɪdɪsá  
BI deseni  
Notes *ɗɪsãɪ ̃5  
 



891 

SNORE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɔŋgɔrɪ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE ɔŋgɔrɪ ́  
AK ɔŋgɔŕi  
BU ɔŋgɔŕɪ ́  
OP   
OY ãŋgɔrɪ ́  
ET   
EO ɔŋgɔŕɪ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP ɔŋgɔŕɪ ́  
ID ɪgɔrɪ  
OG ɪgɔrɪ/ɔgɔrɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgɔrɪ  
AR   
OB ɔŋgɔrɪ  
OT   
OE ãŋgɔrɪ  
ME ãŋgɔrɪ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ɔŋgɔrɪ ́  
KO ɔŋgɔrɪ ́  
GB ɔŋgɔrɪ ́  
OR ɛgɔrɪ  
AT ɪgɔrɪ  
BI ɪŋgɔrʊ  
Notes *ɔg̃ɔrɪ 1  
 



892 

SNUFF 
Defaka   
NK tua jiri  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊa dirí  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊa ɗíri  

BL   
KI cʊa ɗíri  
NE tʊá/sã ́ ɗiri, iyo-mɔ̃-́

ye 
 

AK hã ɗiri, túá ɗiri  
BU sã ́ífíé  
OP sã ́ífíé  
OY sã ́ifĩye  
ET   
EO ɪfóyá  
BA sã ́ífúyá, sã ́ífóya  
KL   
AP ifóya  
ID sã ifõ ́y ̰ɛ ̃  
OG ifóye  
GM ninĩ ́ɣɔ ́tʊa ífoyɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU sã ifoya  
AR sã ifoya  
OB ifĩý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE efíẽ  
ME efíẽ  
KU sã ́éfíẽ  
KB sã ́éfíẽ  
WT sã efĩýe  
ON sã ́éfíẽ ́  
IK ifíe  
EK tʊá́ ífiẽ  
KO sã/́tʊá́ ífíyã ́  
GB ifí↓ẽ ́  
OR kpɔ ɗíri  
AT kpo ɗíríi  
BI kpɔ atɪɓ́á, atɪɓá  
Notes   
 



893 

SOAP 
Defaka   
NK saɓãɪ́ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị saɓɛɛ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔsɔ ̃  

BL   
KI saɓáɪ/saɓáa/sɛɓɛɛ́  
NE ɔsɛ̃/́ɛsɛ̃ ́  
AK ɔsɛɛ́ ̃  
BU ɔsɛ̃ ́  
OP ɔsɛ̃,́ túɔ ́ɔsɛ ̃  
OY asɔ̃ ́  
ET asɛɛ̃ ́?  
EO ɔsɛ̃ ́  
BA ɔsɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔsɛ̃ ́  
ID ɔsɛ  
OG ɔsɛ  
GM ɔsɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔsɛ  
AR ɔsɛ  
OB ɔsɔ ̃  
OT   
OE asɔ ̃  
ME asɔ ̃  
KU asɔ ̃  
KB   
WT   
ON asɛ ̃?  
IK asɛɛ̃ ́  
EK ɛsɛɛ̃ ́  
KO ɛsɛɛ̃ ́  
GB ɛsɛ̃ ́  
OR ɔsɛ ̃  
AT ɪkɪáa  
BI ɪćá  
Notes *ɔsɛ ̃1  
 



894 

SOFT/WEAK, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓɔɔ Agrees with Ịzọn 
BD   
Ịb anị lɔ↓́ɣʊ/́lɔ↓́ɔ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

lɔ↓́kɔ ́  

BL   
KI lɔ↓́kɔ ́  
NE lɔkɔ ́  
AK lɔḱɔ  
BU lɔḱɔ ́  
OP lɔkɔ-lɔḱɔ, bɔu-bɔú  
OY bɔʊ-́bɔʊ  
ET ɓɔu-ɓɔú  
EO lɔḱɔ ́  
BA lɔḱɔ,́ bɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP bɔʊ́ ́  
ID ɔɣɔ, bɔʊ/bɔɔ, lɔgɔ  
OG bɔʊ-bɔʊ́/bɔɔ-bɔɔ́ ́  
GM bɔʊ-bɔʊ́  
EG   
WO   
FU lɔkɔ, bɔʊ  
AR kʊrɔ-ɣá, bɔʊ  
OB bɔʊ  
OT   
OE bɔʊ(-bɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
ME bɔʊ  
KU bɔʊ  
KB bɔʊ ́  
WT bɔʊ  
ON bɔu-bɔú  
IK ɓɔú  
EK bɔʊ ́  
KO bɔʊ,́ mʊñɪ-mʊ̃ɪ́/́mũni 

mṹnĩ ́
 

GB bɔʊ ́  
OR ɓɔʊ  
AT ɓɔ  
BI ɓɔ  
Notes *ɓɔʊ 1 

*lɔkɔ 3 
PWS #-bùà- weich, 
langsam, sanft  

 



895 

SOIL 
Defaka   
NK kíri  
BD   
Ịb anị kí↓rí  
Kalab a
rị 

kí↓rí  

BL   
KI kí↓rí  
NE kirí  
AK kíri  
BU ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
OP ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
OY atɔɔ/́atɔkɔ ́  
ET atɔḱɔ ́  
EO ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
BA ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɔtɔḱɔ ́  
ID ɔtɔḱɔ/́ɔtɔɣ́ɔ ́  
OG iyoṹ  
GM kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri  
AR kiri  
OB ɔtɔkɔ  
OT   
OE atɔʊ́  
ME atɔʊ́  
KU apɪd́ɪ  
KB apɪd́ɪ  
WT atɔḱɔ  
ON atɔḱɔ ́  
IK kírí  
EK kírí  
KO ɔtɔḱɔ, ɛpɛt́ɛ  
GB ɔtɔḱɔ  
OR ibúdú  
AT kírí, ɪpɪtɛ  
BI kírí, ɪṕɪt́ɪɪ́  
Notes   
 



896 

SOLE 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́ɓéɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́kúɣú/kúú  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́kú↓ɓú  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́↓kúɓu  
NE ɓʊɔ kuɓu  
AK ɓʊɔ kuɓu  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́kúɓú  
OP búwɔ ́kúbú  
OY bʊwɔ kubu  
ET   
EO bʊẃɔ ́kúbú  
BA bʊɔ́ ́kúbú  
KL   
AP bʊɔ́ ́kúbú  
ID bʊwɔ bɔlɔ/kubu  
OG bʊɔ kolo/kubu  
GM bʊɔ kubu  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊɔ kubu  
AR   
OB bʊɔ kubu  
OT   
OE   
ME bʊɔ ́kúbú  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bʊɔ́ ́kúbú  
KO bʊɔ́ ́kúbú  
GB bʊɔ́ ́kúbʊ ́  
OR ɓʊɔ́ ́kúɓu  
AT   
BI bɔ ́kúrúu  
Notes *ɓɪwɔ kuɓu 2 2 foot-width 
 



897 

SOME: SOME PEOPLE 
Defaka   
NK jíáyé  
BD   
Ịb anị jɛ-apʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ja-apʊ  

BL   
KI ɗá  
NE dʊá  
AK dua: dua kõŋṍŋu  
BU zʊá́  
OP zúá  
OY zʊwa  
ET zuaá  
EO zʊẃá  
BA zúwóú/zʊẃá  
KL   
AP zʊá́  
ID zʊa: zʊa kɪmɪ ̃  
OG zʊa: zʊa kɪmɪ ̃  
GM zʊa kɪmɪ-̃abʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU zʊa: zʊa kɪmɪ-̃ábʊ  
AR zʊa  
OB zʊa: zʊa kɪmɪ-̃amã  
OT   
OE zʊá́ ótú  
ME zʊa: zʊá zaá kɪḿɪ ̃-́

ámã ́
 

KU bɛ  
KB bɛ, dʊa  
WT dʊa  
ON zua  
IK zuaí  
EK dʊa otú/kɪmɪ-̃amã  
KO bɛɛ,́ dʊá: dʊa kɪmɪ-̃

amã ́
 

GB bɛɪ ́  
OR ɛzʊa  
AT ɪzʊá́a  
BI za  
Notes *jʊa 1  
 



898 

SON 
Defaka ɛmɛnɛ ɓɔ↓́ḿ  
NK amã tɔɣu-ɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ tʊwɔɔ́, ɪyɛ kálá 

ówu-tʊwɔ 
 

Kalab a
rị 

tʊbɔ, óyí-ɓɔ ́ tʊb́ɔ, 
ɛnɪ ̃á 

 

BL   
KI ówú tɔḱʊ  
NE yaɪ ́  
AK yái  
BU yáɪ ́  
OP túbɔú́, yáí  
OY yaɪ ́  
ET yaí  
EO yáɪ,́ owéí, tɔb́ɔʊ́  
BA owéí tɔb́ɔʊ́,́ yáɪ ́  
KL   
AP owéí tɔb́ɔʊ  
ID owei tɔb́ɔ/tʊb́ɔ  
OG ɛnɪ ̃ ́oguei tɔbɔʊ  
GM ɛnɪ ̃ówei tɔbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU owei tɔbɔʊ ́  
AR ɛnɪ ̃ ́tɔbɔʊ, ɛ yaí  
OB owei tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT   
OE owéí tʊbɔʊ, ɛnɪyaɪ ̃  
ME owéí tʊbɔ, ɛnɪaɪ  
KU tʊbɔʊ  
KB owéí tʊbɔ, ɛnɪ ̃yaɪ ́  
WT tʊbɔ  
ON owéí tɔbɔu, yai  
IK tuɓɔú, yaí  
EK   
KO yaɪ ́  
GB tʊbɔʊ ́  
OR tɔbɔʊ  
AT kálá tɔɓɔ, ásáátúu, *  
BI ówéí tʊɓɔ,́ tʊɓɔ  
Notes   
 



899 

SON-IN-LAW 
Defaka wɔ ɓáí J 195 in-law 
NK fói, i tɔɣu jie  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ tʊwɔɔ́ de  
Kalab a
rị 

tʊɓɔ, ɪyɛ ɔgɔɔ́, aram 
tʊɓɔ 

 

BL   
KI ɪya ɔgɔɔ́  
NE fuá owei/ -ɓɔ, taɓá 

owei 
 

AK huwói  
BU fúó-wei, fóí  
OP fúó owei  
OY fuwó-wei  
ET fúó-wei  
EO fóí, fúó-wéi  
BA ɛ fóí  
KL   
AP   
ID fuo, ɛ foí  
OG e fóí  
GM ɛ fói  
EG   
WO   
FU foi  
AR ɛ fúei/fói/fúo  
OB foi, fu ówei  
OT   
OE fuó, e fei  
ME fuó, foó, e fei  
KU e fei, fuówei  
KB fúówei  
WT fúówei, e féi  
ON fúówei  
IK fóówei  
EK fúó ówei, i foí  
KO fúó/fúá/owei, i foí  
GB fúówei, fóí  
OR fúɜ tɔb́ɔʊ  
AT i foíi  
BI i féi  
Notes   
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SORE:WOUND 
Defaka   
NK n nɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪ↓́nɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪńɔ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɪ↓́nɔ̃ ́  
NE yɔ: ɪnɔ  
AK inɔ: ovíri  
BU ɛkɛt́ɛ:́ ɪnɔ̃ ́  
OP inɔ̃:́ ayá ínɔ̃ ́  
OY akɛdɛ: ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃  
ET inɔ̃:́ ayá ínɔ̃ ́  
EO ɪyɔ:́ ɪnɔ̃ ́  
BA ɪýɔ,́ ɪyɔ:́ ɪnɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɪnɔ ̰̰ʊ̃ ́  
ID ɪnɔʊ̃:̃ ovirí  
OG ɪnɔʊ̃:̃ ovirí, ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM inɔʊ̃:̃ inɔʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU (kalá) ɪnɔʊ̃:̃ ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃  
AR ɪnɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OB ɪnɔʊ̃:̃ ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE enɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ kii-ye  
ME ɛnɔ ̰̰ʊ̃:́ ɛnɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́dɔĺɔ ́  
KU ɛnɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB ɛnɔ̃:́ ãŋgɔ ́púló  
WT ɪńɔ̃ʊ́̃:́ ayá ɪńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ON inɔ̃:́ ayá ínɔ̃ ́  
IK inɔ̃ṹ́: ayá/ɔwɔ ́ínɔ̃ṹ́  
EK ɪnɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO ɪnɔ̃ʊ́̃:́ ʊwɔ ́ɪńɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB ɪnɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OR ɛńɔ̃ ́  
AT ɪńɔ̃ɔ́ ̃  
BI ɪńɔ̃ ́  
Notes *ɪnɔŋ̃ʊ ̃  
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SOUND (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ófíó  
BD   
Ịb anị fíé  
Kalab a
rị 

fíé  

BL   
KI fíé  
NE fie  
AK ológu, hiye  
BU fíé  
OP   
OY fiye  
ET   
EO fíyé  
BA   
KL   
AP fíé  
ID fie  
OG fie  
GM fie  
EG   
WO   
FU fiye  
AR fie  
OB fiye  
OT   
OE fiyé  
ME fié  
KU fíé  
KB fíé  
WT fié  
ON   
IK   
EK fíé  
KO fíé  
GB fíí  
OR fíé  
AT fíé  
BI fíé  
Notes *(õfiyo 2  
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SOUP 
Defaka árʊá́ J 32 
NK fúlɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fʊĺɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fʊĺɔ ́  

BL   
KI fʊĺɔ ́  
NE fʊlɔ  
AK hulɔ  
BU fʊĺɔ ́  
OP fúlɔ ́  
OY fʊlɔ  
ET fúlɔ ́  
EO fʊĺɔ ́  
BA fʊĺɔ ́  
KL   
AP fʊĺɔ ́  
ID fʊlɔ, fɪ-yaɪ  
OG fɪ-yaɪ  
GM fʊlɔ beni  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊlɔ  
AR ʊwɛmɛ  
OB fʊlɔʊ  
OT   
OE fʊlɔʊ́ ́  
ME fʊlɔʊ́ ́  
KU fʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
KB fʊĺɔ ́  
WT fʊlɔ ́  
ON fúlɔ ́  
IK fúlɔ ́  
EK fʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
KO fʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
GB fʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
OR fɔĺɔ ́  
AT fʊĺɔ ́  
BI samĩńĩí  
Notes *fɔlɔʊ 2  
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SOUR, BE(COME) (AS SOUP) (V.I.) 
Defaka       
NK     jínẽ ́  
BD       
Ịb anị  gú↓nṹ án↓gɪ ́    
Kalab arị kãmbí [check] kú↓nṹ   pɪ↓́lá [check]  
BL       
KI kẽḿbi [not in 

dictionary] 
 án↓gɪ ́  pʊ↓́lá¹ ¹tasteless, 

sour 
NE kãmbí, kãmbɪlɪ ́      
AK  kunu     
BU kámbɪ ́      
OP       
OY kãmbɪ      
ET       
EO   ãŋgɪŕɪ ́    
BA   ãŋgɪŕɪ ́    
KL       
AP   ãŋgɪŕɪ ́    
ID   a(n)gɪrɪ    
OG   agɪrɪ    
GM   agɪrɪ    
EG       
WO       
FU kamɪ ̃  agɪrɪ    
AR kamɪ ̃      
OB kʊm̃gbʊ  ãŋgɪrɪ    
OT       
OE kʊm̃gbɔ́      
ME kʊm̃gbɔ́      
KU kʊḿgbɔ́      
KB       
WT       
ON       
IK kámṹ      
EK kʊḿgbɔ́   ɪm̃gbɪ ́   
KO kʊńgbɔ ́   ɪngbɪ²́ kɔlɔ³́ ²(fruit) 

³(”porridge”) 
GB     kɔlɔ ́  
OR     lóú ɪɪ innovation 
AT     lóú  
BI     lóó  
Notes *kɜb̰i 1 *kʊg̃bɔ 

2 
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SOUTH, DOWNSTREAM 
Defaka   
NK tie du  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

abaji sú↓kú  

BL   
KI ídérí ju, cúkú júu  
NE iderí dʊ  
AK ideri(mɔ ̃dɔɔ́  
BU támã ́  
OP támɪ ̃/́támʊ̃ ́  
OY iyerí ãŋga  
ET támṹ  
EO támã ́  
BA támã ́  
KL   
AP támʊ̃ ́  
ID okũ  
OG okũ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU abadɪ  
AR   
OB abadɪ  
OT   
OE   
ME tamʊ̃ ́  
KU tɛɪ̃ ̃,́ támʊ̃ ́  
KB támʊ̃,́ tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ákʊ  
WT tɛɪ̃ ̃ ́akʊ ́  
ON támṹ  
IK támṹ  
EK támʊ̃ ́  
KO támʊ̃,́ tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ãŋ́ga  
GB tá↓mʊ̃ ́  
OR tãʊ́̃ ́(ága)  
AT támʊ̃ ́  
BI kírímṹu  
Notes   
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SPEAK (LANGUAGE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK fíé  
BD   
Ịb anị fíé  
Kalab a
rị 

fíé  

BL   
KI kɔɔ̃̃ ́  
NE fie  
AK hiye  
BU fíé, ɛrɛ  
OP fíé  
OY fiye  
ET   
EO fíyé  
BA   
KL   
AP fíé  
ID fie  
OG fie  
GM fie  
EG   
WO   
FU fiye  
AR fie  
OB fiye  
OT   
OE fié  
ME fié  
KU fíé  
KB (bɛĺɛ)́ fíé  
WT bɛlɛɪ fie ?  
ON   
IK fíé  
EK fíé  
KO fíé  
GB bɛɛlɪ fií  
OR fíé  
AT fíé  
BI fé  
Notes *fiye 2  
\ 
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SPEAR, FISH:HARPOON 
Defaka   
NK dumɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊɓa  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊɓa/ sʊwa  

BL   
KI sʊɓa/ɪsʊɓa  
NE osoɓaɪ, numó  
AK nṹmɔ  
BU ɗúmṹ, ɔkáɪ ̃:́ okpónĩá́  
OP dúmṹ: okpónĩýó  
OY osogbaɪ: atesí, agba dumɔ  
ET agila  
EO dúmɔ̃ ́  
BA osógbáɪ,́ dúmóṹ  
KL   
AP osógbáɪ:́ ɔkáɪ ̃ ́  
ID asigbẽĩ-ye: dumõũ  
OG dumõũ  
GM dumõ  
EG   
WO   
FU dumɔʊ̃ ̃  
AR dumɔʊ̃:̃ eti  
OB dumõũ  
OT   
OE ago sugbẽĩ-eye, dumõũ  
ME   
KU ẽmbí ówéí: okponu  
KB ẽmbí ówéí, azúzóbáɪ,́ *  
WT ĩmbí ówéí, asósóbáɪ,́ *  
ON domõũ  
IK agalaá  
EK dumõṹ, otógbó  
KO ĩmbí ówéí: dumõṹ, okponṹ  
GB oborowéi: okponṹ  
OR ɔkarasɪ: ákatádɪɔ́vɔ  
AT ɔgaɪ,̃ ɔkarásɪ: ɪkpɔʊ́  
BI agɪla: sósóbá  
Notes *ɗomõũ 2  
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SPEAR, WAR 
Defaka ɪkparɪ gbe J 76 
NK dumɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊɓa  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛkɛrɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛkɛrɛ ́  
NE ɓɛǵɛrɛ  
AK ɓɛǵʊra  
BU ɓɛɛrɛ  
OP   
OY dumõ, bɛɛrɛ  
ET   
EO bɛɣ́ɛŕɛ  
BA   
KL   
AP bɛɛ́ŕɛ ́  
ID ɛbɛɛrɛ, isɔḱɪsɔḱɪ  
OG ɛbɛɣɛrɛ  
GM asʊrʊ, ɛbɛɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɣɛrɛ  
AR bɛɣɛrɛ  
OB abɛɛrɛ  
OT   
OE agba-yé  
ME   
KU bɛɛrɛ  
KB bɛrɛɛ ́?  
WT bɛrɛɛ ́?  
ON   
IK abɛɛrɛɛ ́  
EK ɛbɛɛrɛɛ ́  
KO ɛbɛɛrɛɛ/́ɛbɛɛrɛ ́  
GB okponṹ, ɛbɛɛrɛɛ ́  
OR ákatádɪɔ́vɔ  
AT ɔgaɪ ̃  
BI ɪkpátáa agɪla  
Notes *ɛɓɛkɛrɛ/ɛɓɛkʊra 4  
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SPIDER 
Defaka   
NK títeí ikaki  
BD   
Ịb anị ólóɣón dó, ólón ↓dó  
Kalab a
rị 

olókoŋgó-ɓa/-wa  

BL   
KI ólokóbiri-ɓa  
NE ɛtɛmɛ̃t́ɛmɛ  
AK ɛtɛmɛtɛḿɛ  
BU aɓóróɓóró-ɓá  
OP atámãt́ámã, 

abóróboro 
 

OY aboró warɪ kɔrɪ-wei  
ET atamãtámã  
EO abóróbóró-bá wárɪ 

kɔrɪ-* 
 

BA abóróbóró  
KL   
AP abóró dórí-wei  
ID ariri warɪ dori-wei  
OG ariri wárɪ ́dori-wei  
GM ɛtɛmɛtɛmɛ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU akpáakpá  
AR ɔgɪɔrɪ dákɪ-́wei  
OB ariri deri-wei  
OT   
OE aboro  
ME aboro  
KU aburo  
KB aboro deri yɛɛ/́owéí  
WT aboro kɔrɪ owéí  
ON aboroboro wari kɔri 

owei 
 

IK atamãtámã  
EK   
KO atamãtámã  
GB wárɪ ́tamã  
OR odiá-dɛrɪ  
AT ɪdɪɔrɪǵba  
BI ɪzɔrʊɪgbáa  
Notes   
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SPɪLL (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɔśʊ:́ ɔsʊʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔśʊ-́↓mã:́ ɔsʊ ́  

BL   
KI fukuú, ɔśʊ̃:́ ɔsʊ̃ ́  
NE sará: sára  
AK hára, tóũ ?  
BU dɔśɪ ́?  
OP tóú, dɔśɪ ́  
OY   
ET : dɔsɪɪ ́  
EO dɔśʊ ́  
BA dɔśʊ ́  
KL   
AP dɔśʊ ́  
ID dɔsɪ/dɛsɪ: dɔsɪ/́dɛsɪ ́  
OG dɔsɪ/dɛsɪ: dɔsɪ/́dɛsɪ ́  
GM : dɔsɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɔsʊ: dɔsʊ ́  
AR dɔsʊ ́  
OB dɛsɪ ́  
OT   
OE : dɛsɪ ́  
ME : dɛsɪɪ ́  
KU dɛsɪ  
KB : dɪsɪɪ ́  
WT dɛsɪ ́  
ON dɛsí  
IK dɔsɪ  
EK dɔśʊ:́ dɔsɪ ́  
KO dɔśʊ:́ dɔsɪɪ ́  
GB : kóró, ĩmbébélé, 

dɔsɪ ́
 

OR salɪɪ́  
AT ɗɛśɪ,́ tɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BI dɪśɪ:́ dɪsɪ,́ kúró, 

puka 
 

Notes *ɗɔsɪ 2 vt 
*ɗɔsɪ-ɪ 5 vi 
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SPɪRIT 
Defaka   
NK dúɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛḿɛ̃ ́  

BL   
KI tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
NE tɛmɛ  
AK tɛmɛ  
BU tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OP tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OY tɛmɛ  
ET tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BA tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
ID tɛmɛ  
OG tɛmɛ  
GM tɛmɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
AR yɛmɛ, dʊɛɪ tɛmɛ  
OB amĩ ́  
OT   
OE tɪmɛ̃ ́  
ME tɛmɛ̃ ́  
KU tɪmɛ̃ ́  
KB tɪḿɛ̃ ́  
WT tɛmɛ̃ ́  
ON tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
KO tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
GB tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OR tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
AT tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BI tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
Notes *tɛmɛ 2  
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SPɪT 
Defaka   
NK (fúla sara)  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ↓́lá ŋǵúmã/́ɓúmã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ↓́lá ŋǵúmã/́sárá  

BL   
KI fʊ↓́lá sára  
NE fʊlá sara  
AK hula gbɛɛ́ ̃  
BU fʊĺá gbɪ ̃  
OP fúlá gbẽĩ  
OY fʊlá gbɪ ̃  
ET fúlá gbẽĩ  
EO fʊĺá gbẽĩ́  
BA fʊĺá gbɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP fʊĺá gbɪ ̃ ́  
ID fɪla gbéĩ ́  
OG fɪla gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
GM fɪla gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU fʊla gbɪɪ ̃ ́  
AR fɪla gbeĩ ́  
OB fɪla gbẽĩ  
OT   
OE fɪlá gbɛɪ ̃  
ME fɪlá gbɛɪ ̃  
KU fɪĺá gbẽĩ  
KB fɪĺá gbẽĩ  
WT fɪlá gbeĩ ́  
ON fílá gbẽĩ  
IK fílá gbẽĩ  
EK fɪĺá gbɪ ̃  
KO fɪĺa gbẽĩ  
GB fɪ↓́lá gbéĩ ́  
OR fálá ɛýɛ  
AT fɪĺá bṍ  
BI fɪĺá nyɛ ́  
Notes   
 



912 

SPLIT (V.T.):(V.I.) 
Defaka paya J 363 vt 
NK púṹ  
BD   
Ịb anị pú  
Kalab a
rị 

pú  

BL   
KI pú: puú  
NE pu  
AK pu  
BU pú  
OP pú  
OY puu  
ET pú  
EO púú  
BA pú  
KL   
AP pú ?  
ID puu: puú  
OG puu: puú  
GM pu  
EG   
WO   
FU puu  
AR pu  
OB puu  
OT   
OE puú  
ME puú  
KU pú  
KB pú  
WT puú  
ON pú  
IK pú  
EK púú  
KO púú: puií  
GB púú  
OR pú  
AT pú  
BI pólú, pú  
Notes *puu 2 vt 

*puu-i 5 vi 
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SPOON 
Defaka   
NK ŋgazi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛkwɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ŋgajɪ, ɔkɪḱɔ  

BL   
KI ɪŋgajɪɪ ́  
NE ɪŋgɪasɪ,́ ɓɛlɛ tʊɔ-ye  
AK ɗuhíye  
BU ɪŋgásɪ  
OP iŋgási  
OY ɪŋgasɪ  
ET iŋgási  
EO ɪŋgásɪ/́ɪŋgásɪ  
BA ɪŋgásɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɪŋgásɪ ́  
ID kuyɛŕɛ <Portuguese 
OG kuyɛŕɛ/kuzɛŕɛ  
GM kuyɛŕɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU kuyɛŕɛ  
AR kuyɛŕɛ  
OB kuyɛŕɛ  
OT   
OE kuyɛŕɛ, ɪŋgasɪ  
ME kuyɛŕɛ, ɪŋgɪásɪ  
KU ɛŋ̃gasɪ  
KB ɛŋ̃gajií, koyɛŕɛ  
WT ɪŋgazu  
ON iŋgiási  
IK iŋgási  
EK ɪŋgasɪ ́  
KO ɪŋgasɪ/́ɪŋgásɪ  
GB ɪŋgasɪ ́  
OR gasɪ  
AT ágɛsɪ ́  
BI igeji  
Notes   
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SQUEEZE (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK í↓mĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pɔnjɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔnjɪ  

BL   
KI : fãŋ́gá↓lá  
NE zɪbɪgɪ,́ imĩ,́ vɔdɪ ́  
AK pɔ̃ńdi, hãŋ́a  
BU imĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP emĩ-́mɔ̃:́ emĩ ́  
OY zɪzɪɪ ́  
ET imií  
EO imĩ-́mɔ̃:́ imĩ ́  
BA imĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP imĩ ́  
ID gɔgɔ/gʊgɔ, fɔdɪ, 

zabala, * 
 

OG pɪpɪ, fɔdɪ, zabala: 
fɔdɪ ́

 

GM imi-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU fãŋã, fɔtɪ, zabala  
AR fɔtɪ  
OB fɔdɪ, zabala  
OT   
OE apɪṕɪ,́ ememe  
ME zabálá, apɪṕɪ,́ 

ememe 
 

KU emimẽĩ  
KB emimeĩ,́ zámbɪĺá  
WT ememẽĩ, apɪṕɪ ́  
ON eme-mɔ̃ ́  
IK ememeé  
EK fɔd́ɪ,́ yábálá, pɪṕɪ ́  
KO fɔdɪ,́ yábálá, pɪṕɪ ́  
GB fɔdɪ,́ fãŋ́ã,́ pɪṕɪ ́  
OR kpʊŕʊgɪ, imi  
AT emĩ ́  
BI emi, ópúró, eminĩ ́  
Notes *emi 3  
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Squirrel. Kay Wiliamson’s original table for squirrel conflated terms for various different species of squirrel. 
These have now been split into a number of related tables. 
 
Flying squirrels. Beecroft's flying squirrel, Anomalurus beecrofti, Derby's flying squirrel, Anomalurus 
derbianus 
 
Notes: the same term *obii is applied to both species of flying squirrel almost throughout Ịjọ, except for 
Oporoma and related lects, which distinguish the two species. The name for Derby’s in Oporoma, *akoloko, 
closely resembles the name for Giant Forest squirrel, suggesting a shift of the term. Brass and Bonny have a 
quite different term, an elaborate epithet which must have replaced the older term, apparently meaning ‘bird 
of the man of the village’. Again, it is striking that the term is so very stable, given the apparent lack of 
salience of this mammal. 
 



917 

Giant forest-squirrel, Protoxerus stangeri 
Defaka  
NK  
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab arị  
BL  
KI  
NE  
AK  
BU  
OP  
OY  
ET  
EO  
BA  
KL  
AP  
ID  
OG  
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU ɔkɔlɔkɔ 
AR  
OB  
OT  
OE  
ME  
KU  
KB  
WT okɔĺɔḱɔ 
ON olɔĺɔḱɔ 
IK  
EK  
KO  
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
  

 
Notes: the form *olɔĺɔḱɔ is found across Ịjọ, although with a strange vowel shift in the eastern languages. It 
is clearly linked in some way with the Central Delta akoko and the Delta Edoid gbakoko. Since Ijoid is the 
longer form it is probably the older and these other languaghes have borrowed and shortened the word. A 
more scattered form, amgbapí nà, occurs in some central languages, such as Oporoma and has no external 
parallels. The isolated form in Biseni, agbakoko, is likely to be a loan form Delta Edoid. 
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Geoffroy's G. Squirrel, Xerus erythropus 
 
This species is found across Ịjọ terrain and vernacular names are recorded in non-Ijoid languages. However, 
no Ịjọ material has yet been made available. 
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Red-legged sun squirrel, Heliosciurus rufobrachium 
Defaka  
NK gbíɣírí 
BD  
Ịb anị  
Kalab arị gbíkírí 
BL  
KI  
NE gbeguru 
AK igbeguru 
BU gbéérú 
OP gbéérú, dúndu
OY  
ET gbórú 
EO gbérú 
BA gbérú 
KL  
AP  
ID ogboɣoru 
OG ogbooru 
GM  
EG  
WO  
FU ugbooru 
AR  
OB ugbooru 
OT  
OE  
ME gború 
KU dúnṹ 
KB gbórú 
WT dunṹ 
ON  
IK gbórú 
EK  
KO dúdú 
GB  
OR  
AT  
BI  
  

 
Notes: there appear to be two distinct lexemes for this squirrel, scattered across the range of the animal, 
*dũdũ and *ogboɣoru. The former is much the same in all lects, but the latter has been shortened and the 
vowels undergone fronting in many places. This name also occurs in the name of the Giant forest squirrel in 
the easternmost lects. Neither of these names have any parallels in neigbouring languages. 
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Tree squirrels, Funisciurus spp.  Redless tree squirrel, Funisciurus anerythrus, Orange-headed tree squirrel, 
Funisciurus leucogenys, Fire footed tree squirrel, Funisciurus pyrrhopus 
 
The three Funisciurus spp. have the same name in most languages and are therefore listed in three parallel 
columns. 
 
 Redless tree squirrel Orange-headed tree squirrel  Fire footed tree squirrel  
Defaka     
NK     
BD     
Ịb anị     
Kalab arị     
BL     
KI     
NE kɛḱʊrʊ    
AK ɛkɛkurukɛɛ́    
BU     
OP     
OY ʊgbɛ    
ET     
EO ʊgbɛ ́    
BA ʊgbɛ ́    
KL     
AP ʊgbɛ ́    
ID ɪm̃gbɛ/ugbɛ    
OG ʊgbɛ/ugbɛ    
GM ʊgbɛ    
EG     
WO     
FU ugbɛ    
AR ʊgbɛ    
OB ugbɛ    
OT     
OE ogb ɔ ̃    
ME ɔgbɔ ́    
KU ɔgbɔ ́    
KB     
WT ɔgbɔ ́    
ON ʊgbɛ ́    
IK     
EK okpoí    
KO okpoí, kɛḱʊrʊ    
GB okpeí    
OR ékereke   < Central 

Delta 
AT     
BI     
     
 



921 

Notes: the most puzzling aspect of the names for tree-squirrel is the disjunct distribution of the kɛḱʊrʊ forms, 
which occur at the eastern and western ends of the range of Ịjọ. The Central Delta languages have ekereke or 
okoroko, which appears to be related. Perhaps this is originally Central Delta, was loaned into early Ijoid 
and then was displaced through much of the central region. 
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Squirrel.  
Defaka   
NK gbíɣírí  
BD   
Ịb anị piri ofṹŋguru  
Kalab a
rị 

gbíkírí  

BL   
KI ɪḱpãɪ́ ̃  
NE gbeguru, kɛḱʊrʊ  
AK igbeguru, 

ɛkɛkurukɛɛ́ 
 

BU gbéérú  
OP gbéérú, dúndu, *  
OY ʊgbɛ  
ET gbórú  
EO gbérú, ʊgbɛ ́  
BA gbérú, ʊgbɛ ́  
KL   
AP ʊgbɛ ́  
ID ogboɣoru, 

ɪm̃gbɛ/ugbɛ 
 

OG ogbooru, ʊgbɛ/ugbɛ  
GM ʊgbɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkɔlɔkɔ = ugbooru, 

ugbɛ 
 

AR ʊgbɛ  
OB ugbooru, ugbɛ  
OT   
OE (ogb ɔ ̃  
ME gború, ɔgbɔ ́  
KU ɔgbɔ,́ dúnṹ, *  
KB gbórú  
WT okɔĺɔḱɔ, dunṹ, ɔgbɔ ́  
ON olɔĺɔḱɔ, ʊgbɛ ́  
IK gbórú  
EK okpoí  
KO okpoí, kɛḱʊrʊ, dúdú  
GB okpeí  
OR ékereke  
AT atã ́  
BI tʊkpɪlɪ-yɛ ́  
Notes *gbekuru ?vwls 2  
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SQUIRREL 
Defaka   
NK gbíɣírí  
BD   
Ịb anị piri ofṹŋguru  
Kalab a
rị 

gbíkírí  

BL   
KI ɪḱpãɪ́ ̃  
NE gbeguru, kɛḱʊrʊ  
AK igbeguru, 

ɛkɛkurukɛɛ́ 
 

BU gbéérú  
OP gbéérú, dúndu, *  
OY ʊgbɛ  
ET gbórú  
EO gbérú, ʊgbɛ ́  
BA gbérú, ʊgbɛ ́  
KL   
AP ʊgbɛ ́  
ID ogboɣoru, 

ɪm̃gbɛ/ugbɛ 
 

OG ogbooru, ʊgbɛ/ugbɛ  
GM ʊgbɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkɔlɔkɔ = ugbooru, 

ugbɛ 
 

AR ʊgbɛ  
OB ugbooru, ugbɛ  
OT   
OE (ogb ɔ ̃  
ME gború, ɔgbɔ ́  
KU ɔgbɔ,́ dúnṹ, *  
KB gbórú  
WT okɔĺɔḱɔ, dunṹ, ɔgbɔ ́  
ON olɔĺɔḱɔ, ʊgbɛ ́  
IK gbórú  
EK okpoí  
KO okpoí, kɛḱʊrʊ, dúdú  
GB okpeí  
OR ékereke  
AT atã ́  
BI tʊkpɪlɪ-yɛ ́  
Notes   
 



924 

STAB, PIERCE (V.T.) 
Defaka ãŋga J 364 pierce 
NK téḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị tímĩ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

témĩ ́  

BL   
KI témĩ ́  
NE temĩ  
AK temĩ  
BU témĩ ́  
OP témĩ,́ sɔḱɪ ́  
OY kií, temĩ ́  
ET témĩ ́  
EO tímĩ,́ sɔḱɪ ́  
BA témĩ,́ sɔḱɪ ́  
KL   
AP témĩ ́  
ID temĩ  
OG kui, timĩ  
GM kui, timĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU timĩ  
AR timĩ  
OB temĩ  
OT   
OE temĩ ́  
ME temĩ ́  
KU kí, témĩ ́  
KB témĩ ́  
WT temĩ ́  
ON témĩ ́  
IK gbéĩ,́ témĩ ́  
EK témĩ ́  
KO témĩ ́  
GB témĩ ́  
OR píé  
AT tómṹ  
BI gu  
Notes *temĩ 2  
 



925 

STAND (V.I.) 
Defaka ũũ síá J 272 stand (up) 
NK tíé  
BD   
Ịb anị sɛ ́fɪńɪɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɛ ́  

BL   
KI cɪɛ́ ́  
NE tɪɛ  
AK tiɛ/tiyɛ  
BU tɪɛ́ ́  
OP tíɛ ́  
OY tiyɛ  
ET tíɛ ́  
EO tɪýɛ ́  
BA tɪɛ́ ́  
KL   
AP tɪɛ́ ́  
ID tiye  
OG tie  
GM tɪɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU tiyɛ  
AR tɪɛ  
OB tɪɛ  
OT   
OE tɪyɛ ́  
ME tɪɛ ́  
KU tɪɛ́ ́  
KB tɪɛ́ ́  
WT tɪɛ ́  
ON tíɛ ́  
IK tíɛ ́  
EK tɪɛ́ ́  
KO tɪɛ́ ́  
GB tɪé́  
OR (sorí) tɪɛ́!  
AT sɪɛ́/́sɛ,́ soríi, sori sɛɛ́  
BI sɛ,́ sɛ ́súũ  
Notes *tɪyɛ 2  
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STAR 
Defaka ípí↓nĩ ́ J 118 
NK ípínĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓálolo  
Kalab a
rị 

loliá  

BL   
KI loliá  
NE lólia-ɓá  
AK kúwɛi  
BU kʊɪ́,́ ɪkákáɪ ́  
OP ikákáí  
OY kʊwɛ  
ET ikákáí  
EO kʊɪ́,́ ɪkákáɪ ́  
BA kué  
KL   
AP kʊɪ́ ́  
ID kʊɪ  
OG kʊɪ  
GM agʊra  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔɪ  
AR kɔɪ, kuɛɪ ?  
OB agʊra  
OT   
OE agʊra  
ME agʊra  
KU ɛkɪḱáɪ ́  
KB ɛkɪḱáɪ ́  
WT ɪkɪḱáɪ ́  
ON ikíkáí  
IK ikíkái  
EK ɪkákáɪ ́  
KO ɪkákáɪ ́  
GB ɪkákáɪ ́  
OR ɛkará  
AT emiɓalá  
BI ɪmʊɓ̃ɪla  
Notes *lolia 1 (EI) 

*ɪkakaɪ 2 (Ịzọn) 
*kʊwɛɪ ? (Ịzọn) 
*emĩɓala 1 (ɪɪ ̃
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STARCH, POUNDED 
Defaka   
NK sɔɣ́ɔri akpɔkuru  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

sɪtásɪ  

BL   
KI   
NE esũ  
AK isíi  
BU osṹ  
OP osṹ  
OY usṹ  
ET   
EO usí  
BA usí  
KL   
AP osĩ ́  
ID isí/usí  
OG isĩ ́  
GM usí  
EG   
WO   
FU usí  
AR usí  
OB osí  
OT   
OE osṹ  
ME osṹ  
KU osí  
KB osĩ ́  
WT osĩ ́  
ON   
IK gbe osuṹ, osṹ  
EK osṹ  
KO osṹ  
GB osṹ  
OR zagbá  
AT stáshɪ  
BI osí  
Notes *osĩ 2 Vowels 

irregular 
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STAY, LIVE: STAYED, LIVED (V.I.) 
Defaka mbaa J 384 dwell 
NK time  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪnɪ ̃,́ ŋ↓́gá  
Kalab a
rị 

áŋ↓gá, simẽ ́  

BL   
KI áŋ↓gá, simẽ ́  
NE ãŋgá, timĩ ́  
AK timĩ, ãŋgáa  
BU ãŋgá, tímĩ ́  
OP   
OY ãŋgá, iyẽrĩ ́  
ET   
EO ãŋgá   
BA   
KL   
AP ãŋgá  
ID emi: timĩ  
OG emi: kimi ?  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU aga, emi: timĩ  
AR emĩ:́ timĩ  
OB emi: timĩ  
OT   
OE emĩ:́ timĩ ́  
ME emĩ:́ timĩ ́  
KU emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
KB tímĩ ́  
WT timĩ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK ãŋgá  
KO emĩ:́ tímĩ ́  
GB tímĩ ́  
OR tú  
AT émĩ:́ súmṹ  
BI sṹ  
Notes *timĩ 3?  
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STEAL (V.T.) 
Defaka ɛw̃́ɛ̃ J 322 
NK fúrú  
BD   
Ịb anị fúrú  
Kalab a
rị 

fúrú  

BL   
KI fúrú  
NE furu, ogé  
AK huru  
BU fúrú, pɪŕɪ-́ɣɛ ye kɔ ̃  
OP fúrú  
OY furu  
ET fúrú  
EO fúrú  
BA fúrú  
KL   
AP fúrú  
ID furu  
OG furu  
GM furu  
EG   
WO   
FU furu  
AR furu  
OB furu  
OT   
OE furú  
ME furú  
KU fúrú  
KB fúrú  
WT furú  
ON fúrú  
IK fúrú  
EK fúrú  
KO fúrú  
GB fúrú  
OR fúrú  
AT fúrú  
BI fúrú  
Notes *furu 2  
 



930 

STEEP SIDE OF RIVER 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU oɓóóró, asá  
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP ogbóóró  
ID okófá  
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU obóóró  
AR   
OB asa  
OT   
OE asa  
ME asa  
KU asa  
KB asaá  
WT asa  
ON   
IK   
EK asaá  
KO asaá  
GB asaá  
OR ekúre  
AT okuróko  
BI ibóo  
Notes   
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STEP OVER (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị sáɓá kóró  
Kalab a
rị 

mɛ̃ńjɪ ́sáɓá  

BL   
KI   
NE asaɓá ɓɔgɔ  
AK ahaba  
BU asáɓá  
OP   
OY asaba  
ET   
EO asábá  
BA   
KL   
AP asábá  
ID (desĩ asaba  
OG asaba  
GM desi  
EG   
WO   
FU asaba  
AR asaba  
OB asaba  
OT   
OE asɪb́á, desi  
ME asɪb́á  
KU asɪb́á  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK asábá  
KO asábá (bɛ̃ɪ́ ̃)́  
GB asábá  
OR ásaɓaɪ  
AT ásá↓ɓá  
BI bɛ̃,́ á↓sɪɓ́a  
Notes *asaɓa 3?  
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STERN (OF BOAT) 
Defaka   
NK lúɣúmã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị árʊ ́nʊ̃ńɛ̃,́ nʊ̃ńɛ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗúkú↓nó  

BL   
KI ɗúkúnõ  
NE ekuré  
AK ikúre  
BU ɪfã ́  
OP ɔfã ́  
OY ʊfã,́ diimɔ  
ET ufã ́  
EO díɣímɔ̃ ́  
BA (árʊ)́ díɣímɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP díí-mɔ̃ ́  
ID dẽĩ-mɔ/dĩĩ-mɔ  
OG dẽŋĩ-mɔ/dĩŋĩ-mɔ  
GM arʊ dẽĩ-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU (arʊ̃ ̃dĩĩ-mɔ  
AR dẽĩ-mɔ  
OB dĩĩ-mɔ  
OT   
OE ɔfã ́  
ME ɔfã ́  
KU ɔfã ́  
KB ɔfʊ̃ŋ́ɔ/̃ɔfʊ̃́ɔ ̃  
WT ʊfã ́  
ON árú fá ?  
IK árú úfã,́ ufã ́  
EK ukuré  
KO ukuré  
GB ukuré  
OR eti, árʊ ́éti  
AT árʊ ́ɔf́ãɪ́,̃ ɔf́ãɪ́ ̃  
BI árʊ ́ɔf́ɪɔ̃ ̃́ ́ɔ ̃  
Notes   
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STICK 
Defaka tĩĩ́ J 61 
NK tĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ ́  
Kalab arị sɪ ̃ ́  
BL   
KI cɪ ̃,́ iɓike, ataɓaka  
NE tɪ ̃(ikiɓa), ĩmgbeké  
AK tɛĩ, ĩmgbéke  
BU tɪ ̃ ́  
OP ĩmgbéké, tɛ̃ĩ́ ́

ĩḿgbéké 
 

OY ĩmgbéké, ogbolo  
ET tɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́ɓírí  
EO tɪ ̃,́ ogbóló, ĩmgbéké  
BA tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
KL   
AP ogbóló  
ID tɪ ̃  
OG tɪ ̃  
GM tɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ogbolo  
AR tɪ,̃ tɛ ̃  
OB tɪ,̃ ogbolo  
OT   
OE tɪɪ ̃ ́  
ME tɪɪ ̃ ́  
KU tɪɪ ̃ ́  
KB tɪ ̃ ́  
WT tɪɪ ̃ ́  
ON gbísá  
IK tɛ̃ĩ́,́ gbɪśá  
EK tɪ ̃/́gbɪśá  
KO tɪ ̃,́ gbásá, ĩmgbeké  
GB tɪ ̃ ́  
OR tɪɪ́,́ ígbóró  
AT sɪ ́  
BI sɪ ́  
Notes   
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STIR (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK púɣuru  
BD   
Ịb anị píɣirí/píirí  
Kalab a
rị 

pí↓kírí  

BL   
KI píkí↓rí  
NE wagɪ,́ pigirí  
AK wági  
BU ɓɛɛ́ĺɪ,́ gbókó ?  
OP   
OY gbooró, waɪ,́ kpokó 

waɪ ́
 

ET   
EO bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
BA bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP bɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
ID waɪ,́ bɛɛlɪ  
OG zeɣere  
GM kobo bɛdɪ, gbooro  
EG   
WO   
FU ziɣere  
AR zeɣere  
OB gbooro  
OT   
OE gboóró  
ME gboóró  
KU waɪ, gbóóró  
KB gbóóró, waɪ ́  
WT gboóró, waɪ ́  
ON   
IK waɪ ́  
EK waɪ ́  
KO gbóóró, waɪ ́  
GB waɪ ́  
OR gbóoru  
AT waʊ, gbóóró  
BI wɛɛ ́  
Notes *wakɪ 1  
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STOMACH 
Defaka ɪtɔ J 15 
NK fúr ɓie, (nsaka) ?  
BD   
Ịb anị fúró ↓bíé ákpa  
Kalab a
rị 

fú↓ró ákpá  

BL   
KI ɓʊlɔ ɓíe  
NE furó akpa  
AK ɓiri akpa  
BU opú fúró  
OP bírí bólóú, *  
OY  biri bolou  
ET biri bolou  
EO (biri bolou)  
BA bírí búlóbú  
KL   
AP opú furou  
ID biri bulou (bu)  
OG biri bulou  
GM opu ífurou  
EG   
WO   
FU bilebu  
AR   
OB biri ifurou  
OT   
OE ãmbá  
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fúrou bulou  
KO akpaá, bírí  
GB fúroú bulou  
OR furo  
AT fúró  
BI ándɛ ́ɓile  
Notes   
 



936 

STONE 
Defaka   
NK ikputu  
BD   
Ịb anị dápɪŕɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊɓ́árɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɗʊṕárɪ ́  
NE ikpútú  
AK ikputu  
BU ikpútú  
OP ikpútú  
OY ɪkɛ, sutónu  
ET ikpútú  
EO ikpútú, ɪkɛ ́  
BA ikpútú  
KL   
AP ikpútú  
ID ikɛ, igu  
OG sɪmɪ ̃t́ɪ, igu  
GM po ye  
EG   
WO   
FU pou yé  
AR ɔkʊt́a  
OB ugu  
OT   
OE okútá,ogṹ póú yé  
ME okútá  
KU po ye  
KB ogṹ  
WT ekpúdú  
ON ekpúdú  
IK ikpútú  
EK ugú, ikpútú  
KO ugu, ikpútú  
GB ugú  
OR ikputu ?  
AT ikpútú, ówṹ ɪǵbɔ  
BI íkúpáára  
Notes *ikputu 2  
 



937 

STORE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ké↓ké  
Kalab a
rị 

kó↓kó  

BL   
KI kó↓kó  
NE kokó  
AK kóko  
BU kókó  
OP kókó  
OY   
ET dí  
EO kókó  
BA kókó  
KL   
AP kókó  
ID gbalɪ  
OG wɛrɪ  
GM gbɛ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU koko-mɔ  
AR sĩ  
OB kekere, gbaɪ ̃  
OT   
OE gbaɪ ̃ ́  
ME kokó  
KU gbaɪ ̃  
KB wɛŕɪ ́  
WT wɛrɪ ́  
ON kókó  
IK kókó, dí  
EK kókó  
KO kókóú  
GB kókó  
OR (íyé) díi  
AT wɛŕɪ ́  
BI gbɛ ́(wɔŕʊ)́  
Notes *koko(ũ 2  
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STOREHOUSE FOR YAMS 
Defaka   
NK ɓuru wari  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɓuru warɪ  

BL   
KI   
NE ɓurú tʊa/koko warɪ  
AK ɓuru kóko wari  
BU ɛdɛ ́  
OP   
OY adɛ ́  
ET   
EO búrú tʊẃa warɪ  
BA   
KL   
AP ɛdɛ ́  
ID buru wárɪ ́  
OG ɛkpɛkpɛ  
GM buru tʊá́ warɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU buru tɪnã ́  
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE ele, buru ele  
ME ele, adɛ  
KU adɛ, abá  
KB adɛɛ ́  
WT adɛ  
ON   
IK   
EK ɛdɛɛ ́  
KO ɛdɛɛ,́ abá  
GB ɛdɛɛ ́  
OR   
AT ábã ́  
BI adʊdɔ,́ buru adʊdɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



939 

STORM 
Defaka   
NK arusée  
BD   
Ịb anị irisé  
Kalab a
rị 

erisé  

BL   
KI irisií  
NE ebirí  
AK ibíri  
BU ibírí  
OP ebírí, kímẽĩ́ ́  
OY kime  
ET ebirí  
EO ebírí  
BA ebírí  
KL   
AP ebírí, kímẽ ́  
ID ebiri, ekimã/ekime  
OG ebiri  
GM ebiri  
EG   
WO   
FU ebiri  
AR ebiri  
OB ekime  
OT   
OE kimẽ,́ ebiri  
ME kimẽ ́  
KU kímẽ ́  
KB ekímẽ,́ ebiri  
WT kimẽ ́  
ON kímẽ ́  
IK kímẽ ́  
EK kímã ́  
KO kímã,́ ebirí  
GB kímẽ ́  
OR ekimũ  
AT ekimũ  
BI ecimi, fɔń  
Notes   
 



940 

STORY 
Defaka ló↓gó J 133 
NK ló↓gó  
BD   
Ịb anị egberi ?  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪĺʊḱʊ,́ [+ólókó 
CJ] 

 

BL   
KI kaboó ?  
NE egberí  
AK igbéri  
BU egbérí/igbérí  
OP egbérí  
OY igberí  
ET egberií  
EO egbérí  
BA egbérí  
KL   
AP egbérí  
ID egberi  
OG egberi  
GM egberi  
EG   
WO   
FU egberi  
AR egberi  
OB egberi  
OT   
OE egberi  
ME egberi  
KU egberi  
KB egberií  
WT egberi  
ON egberi  
IK egberí  
EK egberí  
KO egberí, dʊʊ́ ́  
GB egberí  
OR egberi  
AT egberi  
BI egberi  
Notes *egberi 1  
 



941 

STRAɪGHT, BE(COME)(V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK gbɔ̃,́ (gbúkúkú)  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊʊ̃,́ tʊkʊ ́  

BL   
KI gbʊśʊńʊ̃ ́  
NE gbololó, gbɔɪ́ ̃  
AK doũ  
BU gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
OP gɔmũũ  
OY gɔmʊʊ̃̃ ́  
ET gbásíí, gɔmũṹ  
EO gbámʊ̃ʊ́,̃ gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
BA gbásɪɪ́, gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
KL   
AP gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
ID gɔmʊʊ̃,̃ tie  
OG gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
GM gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪɛ  
AR tɪɛ, gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
OB gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
ME gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
KU gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
KB gɔmʊʊ̃̃ ́  
WT gɔmʊʊ̃ ̃  
ON gɔmũũ  
IK gɔmũṹ, gbásí  
EK gɔmʊʊ̃̃ ́  
KO gɔmʊʊ̃̃/́gomũṹ  
GB gomũṹ  
OR sʊwɛɪ́ ̃  
AT kpóróró, gamʊ ̃  
BI gbõĩ  
Notes   
 



942 

STRAIN, FILTER (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kérere-mã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛḱɛ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛḱɛ-́↓mã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE kɪá  
AK akia  
BU kɪá́  
OP   
OY kɪyá  
ET   
EO kɪýá  
BA   
KL   
AP kɪá́  
ID kɪa  
OG kɪa  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU kɪa  
AR fãŋã  
OB kɪa  
OT   
OE kɪá  
ME kɪá  
KU fʊã́ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kɪá́  
KO kɪá́  
GB kɪá́  
OR kɪá́  
AT kɪá́  
BI cá  
Notes *kɪya 3  
 



943 

STRETCH (ROPE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK nyanã ?  
BD   
Ịb anị sʊ,́ nʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́finjí  
Kalab a
rị 

sʊ↓́ʊ̃/́sʊ̃,́ finjí  

BL   
KI   
NE sʊ,̃ fĩndi-mɔ̃ ́  
AK nɔnɔ ̃híndi  
BU sʊ̃ ́  
OP   
OY sɔɔ́,̃ sɔɛɪ́ ̃  
ET   
EO sɔɔ́̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP sʊ̃ ́  
ID finĩ-́mɔ, sʊ-̃mɔ, sʊ ̃  
OG sʊ ̃  
GM sʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊ ̃  
AR sʊ ̃  
OB sʊ ̃  
OT   
OE finĩ-́mɔɔ,́ sãã-́mɔ̃,́ 

sʊʊ̃ ́
 

ME kpɔɔ̃̃,́ sʊʊ̃/́sɔɔ̃̃ ́  
KU sʊ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kpʊ̃ ́sʊ̃ ́  
KO sʊ̃ ́  
GB sʊ̃,́ sʊ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
OR sʊḿɔ  
AT fʊńʊ̃-́mɔ̃,́ sʊ̃-́mɔ̃ɔ́  
BI sʊ̃ ́  
Notes *sʊʊ̃ ̃2?  
 



944 

STRING (FISH ON BAMBOO) 
Defaka   
NK tínẽ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE tɪnɛ dictionary: thread, 

reeve, skewer  
AK tínã  
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID tɪnɛ  
OG tɪnɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU tɪnɛ  
AR   
OB tɪnã  
OT   
OE tɪnɛ̃ ́  
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO tɪńɛ̃ ́ dictionary  
GB tɪńɛ̃ ́  
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *tɪnã 2 [This gloss 

extracted from 
PɪERCE (FISH)] 

 



945 

SUCK (BREAST) 
Defaka   
NK n dó  
BD   
Ịb anị n dó  
Kalab a
rị 

n dó  

BL   
KI (índó) n dó  
NE ĩndo  
AK ĩndo  
BU ĩndó  
OP ĩndó  
OY ĩndou  
ET ĩndó  
EO ĩndó  
BA ĩndó  
KL   
AP ĩndóú  
ID ĩndo/idou  
OG idou  
GM idou ?  
EG   
WO   
FU idou  
AR idou  
OB ĩndou  
OT   
OE ẽndóú  
ME ẽndóú  
KU ẽndóú  
KB ẽndóú  
WT ẽndóú  
ON ĩndó  
IK ĩndó  
EK ĩndóú  
KO ĩndóú  
GB ĩndóú  
OR ídó  
AT ídõ ́ĩ ́dóõ, dṍ  
BI ínɗó  
Notes *ĩdõũ/ĩɗõũ 2 = breast 
 



946 

SUCK (ORANGE) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nɔ̃ńjɪ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

nɔ̃ń↓jɪ ́  

BL   
KI fɪ ́  
NE fɔfɔ,́ mɔm̃bɪ ́  
AK fɔfɔ,́ hɛ, pɔ ɓou  
BU táɓá, ɓóú  
OP bóú, dɔ ́  
OY bou  
ET   
EO tábá  
BA fɪ ́  
KL   
AP bóú  
ID taba  
OG taba  
GM taba ?  
EG   
WO   
FU taba  
AR taba  
OB taba  
OT   
OE tabá  
ME tabá  
KU tɪb́á  
KB dʊ ́  
WT tabá  
ON tábá  
IK (alalánda) taɓa/ɓou  
EK tábá  
KO tábá  
GB tábá  
OR táɓa!  
AT táɓá  
BI tɪɓ́á  
Notes   
 



947 

SUFFERING 
Defaka   
NK okwori  
BD   
Ịb anị si arɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔŕʊ ́si ɛrɪ ́?  

BL   
KI tɔŕʊ ́si ɛrɪ  
NE ɪyá  
AK iyáa  
BU ɔyá  
OP   
OY ʊyá  
ET   
EO ʊyá  
BA ʊya  
KL   
AP ʊyá  
ID eya  
OG ʊya  
GM uya  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊya  
AR ʊya  
OB ʊya  
OT   
OE ɔya, ovirí  
ME ɔya, ovirií  
KU ɔya  
KB akaɪ ̃,́ ɔyaá, ovírí  
WT ʊya, ovírí  
ON   
IK   
EK ʊyaá  
KO ʊyaá  
GB ʊyaá  
OR ɔpʊḿã  
AT ɔya  
BI ɔya  
Notes *ɪya ? 1 vowels 

irregular 
Probably < Urhobo 
oja 

 



948 

SUGAR-CANE 
Defaka   
NK mĩí́ḿɔŋ̃ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋǵwɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ŋǵwɔ/ɪ ̃ŋ́gwɔ  

BL   
KI ŋǵwɔ/ɪ ̃ŋ́gwɔ  
NE ɪ ̃ŋ́gʊɔ ́  
AK ikpúu  
BU ikpú, ɪzɔ ́íkpú, *  
OP okpú  
OY ukpṹ  
ET okpuṹ  
EO ukpú  
BA ukpú, ukpṹ  
KL   
AP ukpú  
ID ikpṹ/ukpṹ  
OG ikpṹ  
GM ukpú  
EG   
WO   
FU ukpú  
AR ukpú  
OB okpú  
OT   
OE okpu  
ME okpu  
KU okpu  
KB okpuú  
WT okpu  
ON okpu  
IK okpuṹ  
EK ukpuṹ  
KO ukpuú/ukpuṹ  
GB okpuṹ  
OR tábá íkpu  
AT ikpu  
BI íkpúrókpúu, pɪrɛ 

ikpu 
 

Notes   
 



949 

SUIT, FIT (OF CLOTHES) (VT) 
Defaka   
NK ɓú gbẽĩ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɛ↓́ɛ,́ kɛŕɛ̃ ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ gbásɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊ ́gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
NE fɪá, ɛgbɛ  
AK híya  
BU fɪá́, ɛgbɛ ́  
OP   
OY agbɛ  
ET   
EO ɛgbɛ ́  
BA ɛgbɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɛgbɛ ́  
ID ɛgbɛ  
OG ɛgbɛ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ɛgbɛ  
AR ɛgbɛ  
OB ɛgbɛ  
OT   
OE agbɛ ́  
ME agbɛ ́  
KU agbɛ ́  
KB agbɛɪ ́  
WT agbɛ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK ɛgbɛ ́  
KO ɛgbɛ ́  
GB ɛgbɛ ́  
OR ɛḱpɛ ́  
AT gbɛ ́  
BI gbɛ ́  
Notes *ɛgbɛ 2 EI gbɛ↓̃ɪ ̃  perhaps 

cognate 
 



950 

SUN 
Defaka ʊɔ́ J 116 
NK órúá r-(w̃  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪrʊá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́rʊá́  

BL   
KI ɛ↓́rʊá́  
NE ɪrʊá, ɛrʊa  
AK iwura w-r 
BU ɪwʊŕáʊ,́ ɪvʊŕãʊ́̃ ́ w-r-(w̃ 
OP ɔwúráú  
OY ʊraʊ  
ET uwúráú  
EO wʊŕáʊ,́ agbalá  
BA agbálá, ʊráʊ ́  
KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́  
ID erẽ̃ĩ, agbala  
OG agbála  
GM agbalá  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔvɔrɪ̃ ̃ ́  
AR erẽ̃ĩ, agbalá  
OB agbala  
OT   
OE ɔwʊŕá wura 
ME ɔwʊŕá  
KU ɔrá ra 
KB ɔrá  
WT oróá rua 
ON uwúráú wura(w̃u 
IK uwúráú  
EK ʊráʊ ́  
KO ʊráʊ ́  
GB ʊwʊŕáʊ ́  
OR ɔẃárá wara 
AT árʊẃa ruwa 
BI énĩí, ɔŕʊẃá  
Notes *ɪrʊwaʊ 

  ɪrʊ   aʊ 
  ɪrʊ   a 

ɪrʊwaʊ 
ɪwʊraʊ 
ɪwʊra 

 



951 

SUNRISE 
Defaka   
NK órúá pũ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪrʊá pááɓó ɓʊ, *  
Kalab a
rị 

dede otúka  

BL   
KI epepeé  
NE ɪrʊá pagá  
AK iwura pu  
BU ɪwʊŕáʊ/́ɪvʊŕãʊ́̃ ́pá  
OP ɔwúráú páá/púú 

ífíyé 
 

OY ʊraʊ paa  
ET uráú pú ɓó-mɛ̃ńɛ̃ ́  
EO wʊŕáʊ ́páɣá (ífíé)  
BA agbálá paɣa  
KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́páá  
ID erẽ̃ĩ sorí/sou bo  
OG baɪ ́bo, pekéi erẽ̃ĩ  
GM baláa  
EG   
WO   
FU erẽ̃ĩ sori  
AR bála  
OB erẽ̃ĩ serí bo-dɛɪ  
OT   
OE ɔwʊŕá páá  
ME erẽ̃ĩ́ ́sʊɛɪ ̃  
KU erẽ̃ĩ́ ́pu bó  
KB ɔrá pua  
WT oroá pu bó-yẽĩ́  
ON uwúráú pá/pú ífíé  
IK uwúráú páá/pú  
EK ʊráʊ ́páá  
KO ʊráʊ ́páá, púbó érẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
GB pekéi ifie  
OR ɔẃárá tɔrɪ  
AT aruwá paa  
BI énĩ ́soru ogóo, *  
Notes   
 



952 

SUNSET 
Defaka   
NK órúá suɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪrʊá wárɪ ́sɔ ɓʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓoɓiri otúka  

BL   
KI énẽ ́gbeĩ ́  
NE ɪrʊá sʊɔ, ogodo ɗigí 

sɛgɪ 
 

AK iwura huɔ  
BU ɪwʊŕáʊ/́ɪvʊŕãʊ́̃ ́sʊɔ́ ́  
OP ɔwúráú súwɔ ́ífíyé  
OY ʊraʊ sʊwɔ  
ET ʊráʊśʊɔ́ ́fa-mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
EO wʊŕáú sʊɔ́ ́ífíé  
BA agbálá sʊɔ  
KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́sʊɔ́ ́  
ID erẽ̃ĩ koro  
OG bubóru koro-dɛɪ, *  
GM bubóru  
EG   
WO   
FU erẽ̃ĩ koro  
AR boború dɔ  
OB erẽ̃ĩ bɔɔ́-́rɛɪ  
OT   
OE buboru koro, erẽ̃ĩ́ ́

kóró/* 
 

ME erẽ̃ĩ́ ́fa  
KU erẽ̃ĩ́ ́dɔɔ  
KB ɔrá sʊɔ fa  
WT oroá sʊɔ ́fa-dɛɪ ́  
ON buboru tu  
IK uwúráú súɔ ́  
EK ʊráʊ ́bɔʊ-dɔ ́  
KO ʊráʊ ́sʊɔ́,́ erẽ̃ĩ́ ́iyérí  
GB erẽ̃ĩ́ ́bɔɔ ifíé  
OR   
AT arʊwá ífie  
BI énĩ ́yérí ógóo  
Notes   
 



953 

SURPASS (V.T.) 
Defaka nɛ̃ńgɛḿã J 383 
NK nẽŋgi  
BD   
Ịb anị nɛ̃ŋ́gɪ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃,́ nɛŋ̃gɪ ́  

BL   
KI nɛŋ̃gɪ ́  
NE nɛŋ̃gɪ ́  
AK nɛ̃ŋ́ĩ  
BU ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP dɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
OY dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET ɗɛĩ  
EO dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ́ ̰  
BA   
KL   
AP dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID dɛɪ ̃  
OG dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dɛɪ,̃ bɔɣɔ  
AR dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
OB dɛɪ(̃-ḿɔ ̃  
OT   
OE dɛɪ ̃  
ME dɛɪ ̃  
KU dɛɪ ̃  
KB dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ON dɛĩ(-mɔ ̃?  
IK ɗɛĩ ́  
EK dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
KO dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃/́dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃-mɔ̃,́ dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɗɛɪ-̃mɔ  
AT ɗɛɪ-̃mɔ̃,́ ɗɛɪ ̃  
BI dɛɛ̃ ́  
Notes *ɗɛŋɪ 1  
 



954 

SWALLOW  (V.) 
Defaka mɛnɪ ̃ J 263 
NK meni (mɛnɪ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị mɛnɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mɛnɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
NE mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
AK mɛ̃ńɛ  
BU mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
OP mɛ̃ńɛ̃ ́  
OY mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
ET mɛnɛ̃ ́  
EO mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
BA mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
ID mɪñɪ  
OG mɪñɪ  
GM mɪñɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU mɪñɪ  
AR mɪñɪ  
OB mɪñɪ  
OT   
OE mɪñɪ  
ME mɛnɪ  
KU mɪñɪ  
KB mɪñɪɪ ́  
WT mɪñɪ  
ON mɛnɛ ?  
IK mɛnɛ̃ ́  
EK mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
KO mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
GB mɪñɪ ̃ ́  
OR mɪñɪ  
AT ɪɓɪlɪ  
BI ɪmɓɪlɪ  
Notes *(ɪ)̃ɓɛl̃ɪ ? 1  
 



955 

SWAMP 
Defaka    
NK óbíó óbíó  
BD    
Ịb anị ŋgálá pírí, ɓu ŋgálá pírí, ɓu  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓu, kɔŋ́gɔ ́ ɓu, kɔŃgɔ ́  

BL    
KI ɔṕɔt́ɔḱɔ ́ ɔṕɔt́ɔḱɔ ́  
NE pɔtɔ-pɔtɔ ́ yɔ, ɗɔʊ-

ɗɔʊ yó 
pɔtɔ-pɔtɔ ́ yɔ, ɗɔʊ-
ɗɔʊ yó 

 

AK ãŋgala ɓou, ɛtɛɓúra aNgala ɓou, 
EtEɓúra 

 

BU ɗáɓá, lálá ɗáɓá, lálá  
OP dábá, lálá dábá, lálá  
OY lalá lalá  
ET ɗáɓá ɗáɓá  
EO lálá, ekpé lálá, ekpé  
BA lálá lálá  
KL    
AP lálá lálá  
ID dinĩ ́yo, ɪkpara, lala, 

ɛtɛbɛrɛ 
dinĩ ́yo, ɪkpara, lala, 
EtEbErE 

 

OG dibí zo, ɪkpara, lala, 
* 

dibí zo, ɪkpara, lala, 
* 

 

GM ɔgɔdɔ ? ɔgɔdɔ ?  
EG    
WO    
FU dɛbɛ, lala dEbE, lala  
AR ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́kiri ɔkpɔt́ɔ ́kiri  
OB dibí, lala dibí, lala  
OT    
OE dibí yɔ, lala, akpara dibí yɔ, lala, akpara  
ME atɛŕɪ,́ lala atɛŕɪ,́ lala  
KU lɪla lɪla  
KB lɪlaá lɪlaá  
WT lala lala  
ON sómó, dábá, lala, 

izṹ 
sómó, dábá, lala, 
izṹ 

 

IK ɗáɓá ɗáɓá  
EK dábá, lalá dábá, lalá  
KO dábá, lalá dábá, lalá  
GB dábá dábá  
OR lala lala  
AT ɗáɓá, lala ɗáɓá, lala  
BI ɪlɪla, díɓá ɪlɪla, díɓá  
Notes *ɗapa 2 *ɗapa 2 lake (EI), swamp 

(WI) 
 



956 

SWEAR (V.T./VP) 
Defaka   
NK kari, téɓé dua  
BD   
Ịb anị karɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

karɪ,́ órú fɪ ́  

BL   
KI karɪ fɪ,́ karɪ ́  
NE gbó  
AK gbo  
BU bíĩ ́kã ́  
OP   
OY bĩy ̰ɛ ̃fɪ  
ET   
EO bíyẽ ́fɪ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kã ́  
ID bɪɛ̃ ̃pei  
OG bɪɛ̃ ̃poɣu/pou  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU bɪɛ̃ ̃kã/poi  
AR bɪɛ̃ ̃poɣu  
OB bɪɛ̃ ̃pei  
OT   
OE bɪɛ̃ ́péí  
ME kãã ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃,́ órú gbó  
KO bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃/́káã ́  
GB bɪɛ́ ̃ ́tɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɛɓ́ɔʊ́ ́póu  
AT yí ógbṍ  
BI kalɪ, sɪ  
Notes   
 



957 

SWEAT (N.) 
Defaka   
NK ófiri  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓mó  
Kalab a
rị 

í↓mó  

BL   
KI í↓mó  
NE imó  
AK imó  
BU imṹ  
OP omṹ-yaĩ  
OY umõṹ  
ET omṹ  
EO umṹ  
BA umóṹ  
KL   
AP umóṹ  
ID imõũ  
OG imõũ  
GM oji tʊá, eminĩ ́?  
EG   
WO   
FU umũ  
AR umũ  
OB umõũ  
OT   
OE omóũ  
ME omóũ  
KU omóṹ  
KB omóṹ  
WT omóṹ  
ON omó  
IK omṹ  
EK omóũ  
KO omóũ  
GB omóũ  
OR ímõ  
AT ómóo  
BI afɔ  
Notes ́*imõũ 3/4  
 



958 

SWEEP (V.T.) 
Defaka ofi J 344 
NK ófí/(ófĩ)́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔf́ɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔf́ɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɪ ̃ ́  
NE ɔfɪ ̃  
AK ɔhɛ ̃  
BU ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
OP ɔfɛ̃ ́?  
OY afɪ ̃  
ET áfɛ̃ ́?  
EO ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
BA ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɔfɪ ̃  
OG ɔfɪ ̃  
GM ɔfɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔfɪ ̃  
AR ɔfɪ ̃  
OB ɔfɪ ̃  
OT   
OE afɪ ̃ ́  
ME afɪ ̃ ́  
KU afɪ ̃ ́  
KB afɪ ̃ ́  
WT afɪ ̃ ́  
ON afɛ̃ ́?  
IK afɛ̃ ́?  
EK ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
KO ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
GB ɔfɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɔf́ɪ ̃ ́  
AT áfɪ ̃ ́  
BI áfɪ ̃ ́  
Notes *ɔfɪ ̃2  
 



959 

SWEET/SUGARY, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị mɛnɪ-mɛnɪ ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mɛnɪ-mɛnɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI mɛnɪ-mɛnɪ ̃/́mɪñɪ-

mɪñɪ ̃ ́
 

NE mɛnɪ-mɛnɪ ̃/́mɛnʊ-̃
mɛnʊ̃,́sʊm̃bɪ ́

 

AK mɛni-mɛ̃ńi  
BU mɛ̃ńɪ ̃-́mɛ̃ńɪ ̃,́nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
OP mɛ̃ńɪ ̃-́mɛnɪ  
OY mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ,́ nɛɪ-̃nɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
ET   
EO nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
BA nɛ̃ńɪ ̃-́nɛ̃ńɪ ̃/́nɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́nɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃-́nɪ ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
ID nẽĩ-nẽĩ  
OG nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃-nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
GM nẽĩ-nẽĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃-nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
AR nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃-nɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
OB nɛɪ-̃nɛɪ ̃  
OT   
OE nɛɪ-̃nɛɪ ̃  
ME nɛɪ-̃nɛɪ ̃  
KU mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ  
KB mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ  
WT mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ  
ON mɛli-mɛli  
IK mɛli-mɛlí  
EK mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ ́  
KO mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ/́melimeli  
GB mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ ́  
OR mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ ́  
AT mɛlɪ-mɛlɪ  
BI mɪl̃ɪ-mɪl̃ɪ  
Notes *mɛl̃ɪmɛl̃ɪ 1  
 



960 

SWEET/TASTY, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka ótóḿ J 257 
NK ótóḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛlɛ ́?  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛlɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛlɛ ́  
NE ɓɛĺɛ  
AK ɓɛĺɛ  
BU ɓɛĺɛ ́  
OP ĩmbɛĺɛ ́  
OY ɪmɛlɛ ́  
ET ĩmbɛlɛ ́  
EO ɪmɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
BA imɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
KL   
AP ɪmɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
ID imɛ̃ĺɛ ́  
OG ɪmɛlɛ  
GM imɛlɛ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪmɛlɛ ́  
AR ɪmɛlɛ  
OB imɛlɛ ́  
OT   
OE ɛm̃bɛlɛ ́  
ME ɛm̃bɛlɛ ́  
KU ɛm̃bɪlɛ ́  
KB mbɪlɛɛ ́?  
WT mbɛlɛ ́?  
ON ĩmbɛlɛ ́  
IK ĩmbɛlɛɛ ́  
EK ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
KO ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
GB ɪm̃bɛlɛ ́  
OR ɛbɛĺɛ  
AT ɪɓɛlɛ ́  
BI ɪmɓɪlɛ ́  
Notes *ɪɓ̃ɛlɛ  
 



961 

SWEET POTATO 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK   
BU   
OP   
OY   
ET   
EO   
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR   
OB   
OT   
OE   
ME   
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK   
KO kúkúndukú  
GB   
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



962 

SWELL (V.I.) 
Defaka   fʊkɔ J 380 swell (of boil) 
NK iti   iti 
BD     
Ịb anị sú↓ɣú/sú↓ú    
Kalab a
rị 

sú↓ṹ, fõ ́ĩ ́ fõy ̰ĩ 2   

BL     
KI fõ ́ĩ ́    
NE fugú  fuku 1/3  
AK húgu, õĩ    
BU fúgú, õ ́ĩ ́    
OP õ ́ĩ/́w̃õ ́ĩ ́ wõy ̰ĩ   
OY õĩ, fuɣó  fuko  
ET óíĩ ́    
EO fṹŋé, õṍ ́ĩ ́  fũkẽ  
BA õṍ ́ĩ,́ fṹŋé, utí    
KL     
AP fṹŋí  fũkĩ  
ID fuwã, õy̰ĩ  fũkɜ ̰  
OG fuã    
GM     
EG     
WO     
FU õy ̰ĩ, fũĩ    
AR fʊw̃̃ɛ ̃    
OB õy ̰ĩ, fuwõ  fũkõ  
OT     
OE õy ̰ĩ ́    
ME oti, õy ̰ĩ/́õĩy ̰ĩ ́    
KU õy ̰ĩ ́    
KB õy ̰ĩ ́    
WT õy ̰ĩ ́    
ON õ ́ĩ ́    
IK õṍ ́ĩ/́w̃õ ́ĩ ́    
EK õ ́ĩĩ́ ́    
KO õ ́ĩ,́ utií   utií swell in 

decomposition 
GB õ ́ĩ ́    
OR óyĩ ́    
AT fúú, ẽý ̰ĩ ́  fuku  
BI ẽý ̰ĩ ́    
Notes  *wõy ̰ĩ/fõy ̰ĩ  2 *fũkɜ ̰3  
 



963 

SWIM 
Defaka   
NK tɔŕú óki, ókí  
BD   
Ịb anị ókí  
Kalab a
rị 

ókí  

BL   
KI ókí  
NE oki  
AK oki  
BU okí  
OP okí  
OY oki  
ET okí  
EO okí  
BA okí  
KL   
AP okítí  
ID bɛɪ,̃ oki, sɪŋ̃ãɪ́ ́  
OG ɪsɪŋ̃aɪ ́  
GM bɛɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɪ ̃  
AR bɛɪ ̃  
OB oki  
OT   
OE okí  
ME okí  
KU okú  
KB okí  
WT okí  
ON okídí  
IK okí  
EK okí  
KO okí  
GB okí  
OR ókí  
AT ékĩ ́  
BI écĩ ́  
Notes *okĩ 2 PPAB -ƒWa˜ɪ bathe 
PYoruboid gʷɛ ̀wash body, bathe Nupe gbĩ swim PIgboid gʷú swim or wʊ ̂bathe ? Horom wak, Hone wɔk̀ 
PUC gʷɔḱ swim D 
Efik wɔḱ… 
BLR jog H 3525 bathe; wash; swim 
Basaa hɔḱ  



964 

SWORD 
NK álápu ogɔĩ  
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

íkólógí↓é  

BL   
KI owoni agijí  
NE alapʊ/peri ogidi  
AK alapu ogidi  
BU alápʊ ́ógídí  
OP alápú ógídí, agbɔd́ɔ,́ 

* 
 

OY alapa ogidi, agbɪya 
adɛɪ ̃

 

ET agbɔdɔ ́  
EO alápá ógídí, 

afárágada 
 

BA bɛɣ́ɛŕɛ,́ alápʊ ́ógídí  
KL   
AP alápá ógídí  
ID oporo  
OG oporo  
GM ɔgbɔdɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU alapa ɔṕɪa  
AR alába ɔpɪa  
OB aporo  
OT   
OE agbʊdʊ  
ME agbʊdʊ,alápá 

ápɪá́/ógídí 
 

KU alápápɪá́  
KB alágbápíá  
WT alágbápíá, agɪy ̰ɔ ̃  
ON abɛɛrɛ, agbɔdɔ, *  
IK alápu ógídí  
EK ɔgbɔdɔ ́  
KO alápá ógídí, ɔgbɔfɔ ́  
GB   
OR álápógídí  
AT ala-ɓɔ ógidi  
BI afɪra gɪd́á  
Notes   
 



965 

TABLE 
Defaka   
NK opu kasi  
BD   
Ịb anị opu ɪkasɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

yé gbánã ́fɪ-́yé  

BL   
KI tébul  
NE dɛ-́fɪ-wei  
AK dɛhú-woi  
BU dɛ-́fɪ-́wéí  
OP yí gbánã fɛ-yi  
OY tébulu  
ET fɪá́ɪ ́gbánã ́fɛ-yi  
EO iyé lé fɪ-ye  
BA yélémɔ̃ ́fíyé  
KL   
AP leí-mɔ̃ ́fɪ-ye  
ID tébulu,iye lemɔ ̃ fɪ-

ye 
 

OG tébulu  
GM mɛ̃j́ɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU tébiri  
AR tébiri  
OB tébulu  
OT   
OE tébulu, tanã  
ME tébul  
KU tébul  
KB tíbulu  
WT fɪáɪ ́gbanã ́wɛŕɪ ́  
ON yí gbánã-́yí  
IK yé gbánã ́fɛí́  
EK dɛɛ fɪ-yé  
KO tébulu,yégbánã ́fɪ-́yé  
GB tébul,fɪýáɪ ́gbánã ́*  
OR dɛb́ɪlɪ  
AT yí fɪ ́ɪḱásɪɪ́,  
BI tébulu  
Notes   
 



966 

TAIL 
Defaka    nɪɔ̃ ̃ J 153 
NK tumɔ     
BD      
Ịb anị otume     
Kalab arị etemĩ     
BL      
KI tumõó     
NE otumó du     
AK tumɔ     
BU túmṹ     
OP túmṹ     
OY  sɛɪ    
ET tomũṹ     
EO  sɛɣ́ɪ ́    
BA  sɛɣ́ɪ ́    
KL      
AP  sɛɪ́ ́    
ID  sɛkɪ/ sɛɪ tuu   =tail-end 
OG  sɛɣɪ tuu    
GM  sɛɪ    
EG      
WO      
FU  sɛɣɪ    
AR  nãmã sɛɣɪ   =animal-tail 
OB  sɛɪ    
OT      
OE tũmgbou sei check    
ME tũmgbou     
KU tũmgbou     
KB tõmgboú     
WT tõmgbou     
ON tũmgbo     
IK tumũṹ     
EK   sãã ́   
KO   sãã ́   
GB   nãḿã ́sã,́ sãã ́  =animal-tail 
OR nãḿã ́ túmõ, 

tumõ 
   =animal-tail 

AT   ɪsã   
BI    mõnu-

y ̰έ ̰ɛ ̃
 

Notes *otumɜḭ̃ ? 1 Ịzọn *sɛkɪ 2 EK-KO-GB inn., borrowed BI?   
 Cf. PLC ù-sïm (rising tonẽ 
Cf. Proto-Edoid *ʊ-thi mhi, A- PJuk -tùm u-/i- horse-tail     



967 

TAKE (V.T.) 
Defaka mgbe J 323 
NK ókí  
BD   
Ịb anị ákɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔḱɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɔḱɪ ́  
NE ɛkɪ  
AK ɛkɪ, kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BU akɪ,́ kɔ̃,́ kɔ ́  
OP akɛ ́  
OY kɔɔ̃̃,́ akɪ  
ET akɛ ́  
EO kɔ̃ ́  
BA kɔɔ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP kɔ̃ ́  
ID kɔ ̃  
OG kɔ ̃  
GM kɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU kɔɔ́ ̃  
AR kɔ ̃  
OB kɔ ̃  
OT   
OE kɔ ̃  
ME kɔ ̃  
KU akɪ ́  
KB akɪ ́  
WT akɪ ́  
ON akɛ ́?  
IK akɛ ́  
EK akɪ ́  
KO akɪ ́  
GB akɪ ́  
OR ákɪ!  
AT ákɪ ́  
BI ácɪ ́  
Notes *ɔkɪ 2  
 



968 

TALE 
Defaka ló↓gó J 133 story 
NK ákɪḱɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị lʊɣ́ʊ/́lʊʊ́ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪĺʊḱʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪṕɪ ́bɛĺɛ-́mã ́  
NE lʊgʊ  
AK lɔgu  
BU ɗʊʊ́ ́ ɗ = l 
OP dɔ ́  
OY dʊʊ ́  
ET ɗɔ ́  
EO dʊɣ́ʊ ́  
BA dʊɣ́ʊ ́  
KL   
AP egbérí, dʊʊ́ ́  
ID dʊʊ ́  
OG dʊʊ  
GM dʊʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU dʊʊ ́  
AR dʊʊ ́  
OB dʊʊ  
OT   
OE dʊʊ ́  
ME dʊʊ ́  
KU dʊ ́?  
KB dʊʊ́ ́  
WT dʊʊ ́  
ON dɔ ́  
IK ɗɔ ́  
EK dʊʊ́ ́  
KO dʊʊ́ ́  
GB dʊʊ́ ́  
OR ɔbá  
AT egberi  
BI ɗʊ ́  
Notes *ɪɗʊkʊ 2  
 



969 

TALK (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK ló↓ó  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛǵɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛḱʊ̃ɛ́ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɗukoó  
NE ɗugó  
AK ɗúgo  
BU ɛŕɛ ́  
OP ɛŕɛ ́  
OY fiye  
ET ɛrɛɛ ́  
EO fíyé  
BA fíé  
KL   
AP fíé  
ID fie  
OG fie  
GM gba  
EG   
WO   
FU fiye  
AR fie  
OB fiye  
OT   
OE arɛ, fiyé  
ME arɪ  
KU arɪ ?  
KB arɪɪ ́  
WT arɪ  
ON ɛrɛ  
IK ɛrɛɛ ́  
EK ɛrɛɛ ́  
KO ɛrɛɛ ́  
GB ɛrɛɛ ́  
OR ɓí fíe  
AT ítéké  
BI íkpíté  
Notes   
 



970 

TASTE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK osɔ (tá↓ɓá ɔsɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị tá↓ɓá, ɓɪṕɪ ́lámã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪɓ́ɪ ́lámã ́  

BL   
KI ɗa ɗíki  
NE ɗa  
AK ɗa, ɗa ɗígi  
BU ɗá ɗíí  
OP dá di ?  
OY daa ?  
ET ɗá ɗií  
EO dá díɣí  
BA dá dɣí  
KL   
AP dáá díí  
ID daa dii  
OG daa diɣi  
GM dá dii  
EG   
WO   
FU daa dii  
AR da diɣi  
OB daa (dii)  
OT   
OE daá dií  
ME daá dii  
KU dá dii  
KB dá dii  
WT daá di ?  
ON dá di ?  
IK ɗá (ɗií)  
EK dáá dií  
KO dáá dií  
GB dá dií  
OR táɓá ɗíi  
AT ɗá ɗíi  
BI dá dii  
Notes *ɗaa (ɗiki) 2 (1)  
 



971 

TEACH (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK yé jía  
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́díé, dié  
Kalab a
rị 

tólú-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI ɗié, télí-↓mã ́  
NE teli-mɔ̃ ́  
AK teli-mɔ̃ɔ́/teni-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ténĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP tólú-mɔ/télí-mɔ̃ ́  
OY tolu-mɔ̃ ́  
ET tólú-mɔ  
EO tínĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BA tínĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ténĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID tolu-mɔ  
OG tolu-mɔ  
GM tolu-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU teni-mɔ  
AR tinĩ-́mɔ  
OB tolu-mɔ  
OT   
OE tolú-mɔ  
ME tolú-mɔ  
KU tólú-mɔ  
KB tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
WT tolú-mɔ  
ON tólú-mɔ  
IK tólú-mɔ  
EK tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
KO tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
GB tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
OR tóli-mɔ  
AT tólú-mɔ̃ ́  
BI tólú-mʊ̃ ́  
Notes *toli-mã 3  
 



972 

TEAR (V.T.): BE TORN (V.I.) 
Defaka kakara J 362 
NK kã/́káã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ká  
Kalab a
rị 

kã ́  

BL   
KI kã ́  
NE kã: kãã́/kãɪ́ ̃  
AK pu, kaũ  
BU kã ́  
OP kã ́  
OY kãã  
ET kã ́  
EO káã ́  
BA kã ́  
KL   
AP kã ́  
ID puu, kã  
OG puu: puú  
GM dʊnʊ ̃pu  
EG   
WO   
FU kãã  
AR pu, kã  
OB puu, kã  
OT   
OE kãã ́  
ME kãã ́  
KU kã ́  
KB kã ́  
WT kãã ́  
ON kã ́  
IK kã ́  
EK kã:́ kãɪ́ ̃  
KO kã,́ kaɪ ̃ ́  
GB kã ́  
OR kã ́  
AT kã ́  
BI pú  
Notes * kãã/kãʊ ̃? 2  
 



973 

TELL (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK fíé  
BD   
Ịb anị duɣó/duó  
Kalab a
rị 

gbɛ↓́ɛ/́gbɛɛ́,́ ɗukó  

BL   
KI ɗukoó  
NE gbá  
AK gbáa  
BU gbá  
OP bɛ,́ gbá  
OY gbaá  
ET gbá  
EO gbáá  
BA gbá  
KL   
AP gbá  
ID gbaa  
OG gbaa  
GM gba  
EG   
WO   
FU gbaa  
AR gba  
OB gbaa  
OT   
OE gbaá  
ME gbaá  
KU gbá pɪrɪ  
KB gbá  
WT gbaá  
ON gbá  
IK gbá  
EK gbá  
KO gbá pɪrɪ ́  
GB gbá  
OR gbáa  
AT gbá, iteke  
BI gbá  
Notes *gbaa 3  
 



974 

TEN (COUNTING) 
Defaka úwei J 217 
NK ate, (óyí)  
BD   
Ịb anị atié  
Kalab a
rị 

óyí (1), atí  

BL óyí, atí  
KI óyí, ateí  
NE oyi  
AK oyi, oi  
BU óí  
OP óí  
OY oi  
ET óí ?  
EO óí  
BA óí  
KL   
AP óí  
ID oi  
OG oi  
GM oi  
EG   
WO   
FU woi/oi, ató  
AR oi  
OB oyi  
OT   
OE oyí  
ME oyí  
KU oyí  
KB óí  
WT oyí  
ON óí  
IK óí  
EK oóí  
KO óí  
GB óí  
OR atóí  
AT éyí, mãdéĩ ́  
BI óyí, mãaté  
Notes oyi 2 

atoi 5? 
 

 



975 

TEN PEOPLE 
Defaka wó↓á J 217 
NK óyí (óyíá)  
BD   
Ịb anị óyíá  
Kalab a
rị 

óyíá  

BL   
KI óyíá (wárɪ ̃  
NE oyia  
AK oyi a-kɛḿɛ  
BU óíyá  
OP   
OY oiya  
ET   
EO óíyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA óyí á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID oiya kímɪ ̃ ́  
OG oiya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM oiya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU oiya kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR   
OB oya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE oyí á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME oyí á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK óyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO óíyá kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB óyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR óyí á-kɪmɪ ̃  
AT éyí kɪmɪ ̃  
BI óyí á-kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



976 

TERMITE 
Defaka   
NK pí↓nã ́sɔ̃ɔ́ ̃, asaɣa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔbɪ↓́ɔ ́fɪ-́nyɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

akarakara-ɓa  

BL   
KI akakara-ɓaá  
NE ɪkaraká  
AK ɛlɛlɛ  
BU ɪkáɪ ̃ ́  
OP ikáĩ ́  
OY ɪkaɪ ̃ ́  
ET ikatí  
EO ɪkãŋ́ɪ ́,̰ bʊɔ́ ́ápɛĺɛ ́  
BA ɪkãŋ́ɪ ̃/́ɪkáɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɪkãŋ́ɪ ̃,́ ɪkáɪ ̃ ́  
ID ikãŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
OG ɪkãŋ́ɪ‚̃  
GM ɪkaɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪkaɪ ̃ ́  
AR ɪkãŋɪ ̃ ́  
OB ikáɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE ɛkaɪ ̃  
ME ɛkaɪ ̃  
KU ɛkaɪ ̃  
KB ɛkaɪ ̃ ́  
WT ɛkaɪ ̃  
ON efede, aká kperé  
IK ɔkaṹ  
EK ɪkãŋɪ ̃ ́  
KO ɪkãŋɪ ̃ ́  
GB ɪkãŋɪ ̃ ́  
OR ígúé, mɔɔṕɔʊ  
AT ɪkáʊ ̃  
BI ɪkã  
Notes   
 



977 

TERMITE HILL 
Defaka   
NK sɔńɔ̃ ́wári  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔbɪ↓́ɔ-́fɪ-́y ̰ɛ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿkpú  

BL   
KI tʊńdʊ,́ akakaraɓa 

tʊndʊ ́
 

NE ɪkaraká tundu/warɪ, 
atéŋgi ? 

 

AK ɛlɛlɛ tundu  
BU ɪkáɪ ̃ ́tunu  
OP ikáĩ ́wari  
OY ʊdɔʊ  
ET ɔɗɔú́  
EO ʊdɔʊ́,́ túnṹ  
BA ɪkãŋ́ɪ ̃ ́tunu  
KL   
AP ɪkáɪ ̃ ́tunu  
ID ɛbɪd́ɪ/́ɛbɪŕɪ,́ikãŋ́ɪ ̃ ́

warɪ 
 

OG ababa  
GM akámãɪ warɪ ?  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪkaɪ ̃ ́warɪ  
AR ɪkãŋ́ɪ‚̃ warɪ  
OB ikáɪ ̃ ́warɪ  
OT   
OE ɔdɔʊ́  
ME ɛkAɪ ̃ɔdɔʊ/warɪ  
KU ɛkɪśɪ ̃ ́  
KB ɔdɔ ́  
WT ɛkAɪ ̃warɪ  
ON udɔ ́  
IK ɔdɔú́  
EK ʊdɔʊ́  
KO ʊdɔʊ́ ́  
GB akpá tɪb́ɪ ́  
OR ɛkatɪ  
AT ɪkaʊ ̃wárɪ  
BI íkpú  
Notes   
 



978 

TESTICLES 
Defaka   
NK kukuɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kʊkɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

kɪkɔ-ɓɛ ́mbi  

BL   
KI kʊkʊɔ ́  
NE kʊgɔ ́  
AK kʊǵɔ  
BU ɪm̃gbɪ ́  
OP ĩmgbɛ ́  
OY ɪm̃gbɪ baʊ  
ET ĩmgbɛ ́  
EO ʊtákʊ ́fʊmʊ-̃ye  
BA ʊtákʊ ́  
KL   
AP ɪm̃gbɪ,́ ʊtakʊ ́  
ID ɔtáɣɪyɪ  
OG ɪtáɣá-ye  
GM ɪtakʊ ́ɪgbaalʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU ʊtakʊ ́  
AR ʊtakʊ ́  
OB ɪm̃gbɪ ́ɪgbalʊ  
OT   
OE ɛmgbɪ ́  
ME ɛmgbɪ ́  
KU ɛmgbɪ ́  
KB ɛmgbɪ ́  
WT ɛmgbɪ ́  
ON ĩmgbɛ ́  
IK ĩmgbɛ ́  
EK ɪm̃gbɪ ́sɛlɛ  
KO ɪm̃gbɪ ́sɛlɛ  
GB ɪm̃gbɪ ́sɛlɛ  
OR ɪkpɪkɪĺɪ  
AT ídogólo akpã  
BI bɪla  
Notes   
 



979 

THATCH 
Defaka   
NK áká↓ĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ákãýɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ákáɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ákáɪ ̃ ́  
NE ɔkaɪ ̃  
AK ɔkaĩ  
BU ɔkáɪ ̃ ́  
OP ɔkáĩ ́  
OY ɔkaɪ ̃ ́  
ET akaĩ ́  
EO ɔkáɪ ̃ ́  
BA ɔkáɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔkáɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɔkaɪ,̃ izɛ ̃  
OG ɔkaɪ,̃ izɛ ̃  
GM ɪzã  
EG   
WO   
FU izã, ɔkaɪ ̃  
AR ɪzã beri  
OB izɛ,̃ ɔkaɪ ̃  
OT   
OE akaɪ,̃ ɪzɛ̃/́ɛzɛ̃ ́  
ME akaɪ ̃  
KU akaɪ ̃  
KB akáɪ ̃ ́  
WT akáɪ ̃ ́  
ON akaĩ  
IK akãɪ́ ̃  
EK akáɪ ̃ ́  
KO akáɪ ̃ ́  
GB akáɪ ̃ ́  
OR ákáɪ ̃ ́  
AT ɪḱásɪ  
BI ɪḱasɪ ́  
Notes *ɔkãy ̰ɪ ̃  
 



980 

THATCH (ROOF) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK tú↓á ?  
BD   
Ịb anị (ákɪŕɪḱá) gbí  
Kalab a
rị 

isũ sʊlɛ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK gbɛ ̃  
BU   
OP   
OY bɔʊ̃ ̃  
ET   
EO bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID iyou  
OG iyou  
GM you kɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU you  
AR you  
OB bɔʊ̃ ̃  
OT   
OE bɔʊ̃̃ ́  
ME bɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KU bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
KO bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
GB bɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
OR ɓɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
AT fɪńã ́  
BI bɔ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



981 

THE OTHER (PERSON) 
Defaka   
NK ósí (ɓɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓sí(-ɓ ɔ ̃  
Kalab a
rị 

ó↓sí(-ɓɔ-́↓ɓé)  

BL   
KI í↓sí  
NE pɪɪ/́pɪ ́  
AK pɛ (kʊḿ́ɔ,̃ pi (wóĩ, 

pí ye 
 

BU vɪ ́  
OP wã ́(oweĩ  
OY ʊwáã ́  
ET ã (owei-ɓɛ)́  
EO iví  
BA iví, ivi(-wẽĩ́  
KL   
AP zɪńɪ ̃ ́(kɪḿɪ ̃)́-mɪ ̃  
ID wãã́/iví (kɪmɪ ̰ ̰  
OG ozó(-weĩ  
GM evi kɪḿɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔ-́be (kɪḿɪ-̃bẽ, úzu 

(kɪmɪ ̰ ̰
 

AR ivi (kɪ(mɪ ̰ ̰  
OB uvi (kɪḿɪ ̃-́mɪ ̰ ̰  
T   
OE wãã ́(weĩ  
ME wãã ́(y ɔ ̃  
KU wãã́ (y ɔ ̃  
KB wãã́  
WT wãã́  
ON wã ́(oweĩ  
IK wã ́(weĩ  
EK víí kɪmɪ ̃  
KO ví(-bɔ-́bɪ ̃  
GB vɪ ́kɪmɪ ̃kpɔ  
OR paá (kɪmɪ ̰ ̰  
AT eri ga(-weĩ  
BI íwú kɪḿɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



982 

THERE 
Defaka   
NK amiɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓sí júu, í↓sí ŋǵáa  
Kalab a
rị 

anɪ ̃ãŋgá↓á, anɪ ̃↓́ɔ ́  

BL   
KI ani júu  
NE anɪ ̃ɔ́, ándʊ  
AK anĩɔ́=anĩ ́yɔ  
BU ãźʊ  
OP ánɪ ̃ɔ́ ́= anɪ ̃ ́yɔ ́?  
OY anɪ ̃ ́yɔ, ɔrɔ ́  
ET ani yɔɔ ́  
EO ɔŕɔ ́  
BA ɔrɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɔŕɔ ́  
ID ímẽ/́ɔḿɪ ̃ ́yɔ  
OG ojó/ozó, ɔḿɪ ̃ ́yɔ  
GM ujú  
EG   
WO   
FU ázʊ  
AR ʊḿɛ dzʊ,́ ájo  
OB wãã́  
OT   
OE anɪ ̃yɔ  
ME anɪwɔ  
KU anɪɔ  
KB anɪɔ, wãã́  
WT anɪɔɔ ́  
ON aniɔ  
IK anɪɔɔ ́?  
EK anɪɔ/́ɔnɪɔ ́  
KO anɪɔ/́ɛnɪɔ ́  
GB ɪndɪ yɔ ́  
OR ɔrɔʊ́  
AT ere  
BI ɪ ga, ɪdã  
Notes *anɪ ̃yɔ 1 2 that place 
 



983 

THICK, (BE) (OF CLOTH) 
Defaka   
NK kaɣi/kaki  
BD   
Ịb anị í↓kú, ákpákpá  
Kalab a
rị 

í↓kú, ákpákpá  

BL   
KI ákpákpá, í↓kú  
NE ogbogba (tʊa)  
AK ogbogba (tua)  
BU ogbógbó (tʊá́)  
OP ogbógbó (túa)  
OY ogbogbo (tʊwa)  
ET ogbógbó (túá)  
EO ogbógbá (tʊẃá)  
BA ogbógbá tʊá́  
KL   
AP ogbógbá  
ID ogbogba, kpiri-kpíri  
OG ogbogba  
GM ogbogba (tʊa)  
EG   
WO   
FU ogbogba (tʊa)  
AR ogbugba (tʊa)  
OB ogbogbaɪ (tʊa)  
OT   
OE ogbúgbá (tʊá́)  
ME ogbúgbáɪ ́  
KU ogbúgbáɪ,́ ogbúgbá 

tʊa 
 

KB ogbúgbá  
WT ogbúgbáɪ ́  
ON tíkpíi  
IK ogbógbó (túá)  
EK ogbúgbá tʊá́  
KO ogbúgbá (tʊá́)  
GB ogbúgbá dʊbá  
OR ógbúgbó  
AT ógbógbó  
BI ógbúgbó  
Notes *ogbogbɜ 2 thickness (of cloth) 
 



984 

THICK, BE(COME) (OF SOUP), * 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị kpo, nʊñʊ-̃mã  
Kalab a
rị 

kpoó  

BL   
KI kpoó  
NE ĩnde, kpó  
AK ĩnde  
BU kóró, ĩndé  
OP ĩndé  
OY ĩndéi  
ET ĩndé  
EO ĩndéí  
BA ĩndé  
KL   
AP ĩndé, kpítí-kpítí  
ID ideí  
OG ideí  
GM kobú  
EG   
WO   
FU kputu  
AR kobú  
OB ĩnde  
OT   
OE ẽndé  
ME kãã,́ ẽndé  
KU ẽndé  
KB ẽndeé  
WT ẽndé  
ON ĩndé  
IK ĩndé  
EK ĩndé  
KO ĩndé  
GB ĩndé  
OR kóró  
AT ídẽ ́  
BI ínɗée  
Notes *ĩɗẽĩ  
 



985 

THIEF 
Defaka ɛw̃́ɛ̃↓-tí J 200 steal-

person 
NK fúrú-ɓɔ ́ steal-person 
BD   
Ịb anị fúrú-ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fúrú-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI fúrú-ɓɔ ́  
NE furu-ɓɔ  
AK huru-ɓɔ  
BU fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃/́-wéí  
OP fúrú-bɔ/́kɛḿɛ̃/́éré  
OY furu kɪmɪ ̃  
ET fúrú kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA fúrú-wéí  
KL   
AP fúrú-wéí  
ID furu kɪmɪ ̃  
OG furu-wei  
GM furu kɪmɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU furu-wei, oké  
AR furu  
OB furu-wei  
OT   
OE furú 

kɪḿɪ ̃/́ówéí/bɔ ́
 

ME furú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU fúrú ?  
KB fúrú kɛḿɛ̃/́éré  
WT fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ON fúrú kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK fúrú kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
AT fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃/́-wéí/-

árɔɔ́ 
 

BI fúrú kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes *furu ɓɔ/kɪmɪ ̃2 -

/2 
steal person 

 



986 

THIGH 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́fúru  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́ɛĺɛɛ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́ɛt́ɛ↓́nɛ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́fúró  
NE tɛndɛ ́  
AK tɛńdɛ  
BU tɛńɛ̃ ́  
OP atɛńɛ̃ ́  
OY atɛnɛ̃ ́  
ET atɛnɛɛ ́  
EO tɛńɛ̃ ́  
BA tɛńɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɛńɛ̃ ́  
ID tɛnɛ  
OG tɪnɛ  
GM iminĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛnɛ  
AR tɛnɛ  
OB tɛnɛ  
OT   
OE tɛnɛ  
ME atɛnɛ  
KU tɪnɛ  
KB bʊɔ́ ́tɛńɛ̃ ́  
WT tɪńɪ  
ON tɛnɛ̃,́ atɛnɛ  
IK atɛnɛɛ̃ ́  
EK tɛnɛ̃ ́  
KO tɛnɛ̃ ́  
GB tɛnɛ̃ ́  
OR tɛnɛ  
AT ɓɔ ́tɛńɛ̃ɛ́, tɛnɛ  
BI agbɔ  
Notes *atɛd̃ɛ ̃1  
 



987 

THIN, BE(COME) (OF CLOTH) 
Defaka   
NK léɣé-léɣé  
BD   
Ịb anị sárá-sárá, ɪ↓́rʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɛŕɛ-́pɛŕɛ ́  

BL   
KI sárá-sárá, lɔ↓́kɔ ́  
NE pɛr̃ɛ-̃pɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃ ́  
AK pɛr̃ɛ-̃pɛ̃ŕɛ,̃ lɛkɛ-lɛḱɛ  
BU pɛŕɛ-́pɛŕɛ ́  
OP pãŕã̃-́pãŕã̃  
OY pɛrɛ-pɛrɛ ́  
ET   
EO pãŕã̃-́pãrã̃  
BA pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃-́pɛ̃ŕɛ ̃  
KL   
AP   
ID pɛrɛ-pɛrɛ  
OG pɛrɛ-pɛrɛ  
GM pɛrɛ-pɛrɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɛlɛ-fɛlɛ  
AR fɛɣɛ-fɛɣɛ/fɪɣɪ-fɪɣɪ ?  
OB pɛrɛ-pɛrɛ  
OT   
OE pɛrɛ-́pɛŕɛ,́ gãã́  
ME pɛrɛ-́pɛŕɛ ́  
KU pɪrɛ-́pɪŕɛ ́  
KB pɪŕɛ-́pɪŕɛ ́  
WT pɛnɛ̃-́pɛńɛ̃ ́  
ON pãrã̃-pãŕã̃  
IK pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃-́pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃ ́  
EK pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃-́pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃,́ *  
KO pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃-́pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃ ́  
GB pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃-́pɛ̃ŕɛ̃ ̃ ́  
OR ógbúgbó faá  
AT fɛĺɪ-́fɛĺɪ/́fɛŕɛ-́fɛŕɛ ́  
BI pɛlɪ-pɛlɪ  
Notes *pɛr̃ɛ̃p̃ɛr̃ɛ̃ ̃2  
 



988 

THIN, BE(COME) (OF SOUP),* 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɔɓ́á  
Kalab a
rị 

gíló-gíló  

BL   
KI   
NE gɪlɔ-gɪlɔ, kɪɔ-kɪɔ ́  
AK ĩnde-ga  
BU kɪɔ́ ̃-́kɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY kɪy ̰ɔ-̃kɪyɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO kɪýɔ̃-́kɪýɔ̃ ́  
BA kɪṍ ́-kɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP kɪɔ́ ̃-́kɪɔ́ ̃ ́  
ID kiõrĩ̃-kíõ ́rĩ̃  
OG kɪlɔlɔ  
GM kobú-ɣa  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪɔ́-̃kɪɔ́ ̃  
AR sororo  
OB kɪɔ́-̃kɪɔ́ ̃  
OT   
OE beni-benĩ ́  
ME   
KU sanɪ ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ĩndé-ɣa  
KO kɪɔ́ ̃-́kɪɔ́ ̃,́ yoloko-

yólókó 
 

GB ĩndé-á  
OR kóró-á  
AT sɪlɔlɔ  
BI yalɪ-́yalɪ,́ yɪlá-yɪlá  
Notes   
 



989 

THIN,BE(COME) (OF MAN) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kɔṕíí  
BD   
Ịb anị kpɔlɪ,́ ɪ↓́rʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

lɪḱáḿ  

BL   
KI gbámʊ̃ ́  
NE imenĩ ́ɪrʊ,́ odú sei  
AK nɛ̃ɛ́  
BU záʊ,́ kɔɪ́ ̃-́kɔɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP záʊ,́ kpɛńɛ̃ńɛ̃ɛ́  
OY mɔlɔlɪɪ́ ́  
ET zaʊ,́ kpɛńɛ̃ńɛ  
EO dɪ ̃ ́  
BA dɪ ̃,́ kpɛńɛ̃ńɛɛ̃ ̃́  ́  
KL   
AP dɪɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
ID dɪ,̃ zaa  
OG dɪ ̃  
GM ozu sei  
EG   
WO   
FU tɛnɛnɛɛ  
AR tɪrɪr̃ɪ ̃  
OB kɔlɔ-kɔlɔ  
OT   
OE koĩ-́kõ ́ĩ,́ zaʊ  
ME n ɔɪ̃ ̃-́nɔɪ̃ ̃́  ́  
KU za  
KB bʊ ́tʊá́ sei, kpɛńɛ̃ńɛɛ  
WT bʊ tʊá́ sei, kpɛnɛ̃ńɛɛ  
ON kpɛńɛnɛ  
IK ɓɔ ́túá séi  
EK kpɛńɛ̃ńɛɛ  
KO kɔrɔmgbɔɔ́, tʊʊ̃ ́  
GB zaʊ ́  
OR álɪɪɪ́  
AT dɔ̃,́ ɗʊɓa-gá  
BI vʊ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



990 

THING 
Defaka yáa J 136 
NK yé  
BD   
Ịb anị nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

yé  

BL   
KI yé  
NE ye  
AK iye  
BU iyé  
OP iyí  
OY iye  
ET yí  
EO iyé  
BA iyé  
KL   
AP iyé  
ID iye  
OG iye  
GM iye  
EG   
WO   
FU iye  
AR iye  
OB iye  
OT   
OE eyé  
ME eyé  
KU eyí  
KB eyí  
WT eyí  
ON eyí  
IK yí  
EK yé  
KO iyé, yé  
GB yí  
OR íyé  
AT yí  
BI yé  
Notes *iye/iyẽ 2 **iyɜ 
 



991 

THINK (V.I.) 
Defaka ɪḱɛŕɛ ́ J 296 
NK íkéré  
BD   
Ịb anị bíé ↓kóró-mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

koro-mã ́  

BL   
KI koro-mã ́  
NE ikió  
AK ikíye  
BU ikíé  
OP ikíé  
OY orodó, ikiyé  
ET okíé  
EO ikíyé/ikíyó  
BA ikíó  
KL   
AP ikíé  
ID oroo/ororo, ikie  
OG ikie, oro  
GM ororo  
EG   
WO   
FU ororo  
AR ororo  
OB ororo, ikiyo  
OT   
OE ororo  
ME ororo  
KU oruro  
KB ororoó, eyí óróró  
WT eyí óróró  
ON okíé  
IK okíé  
EK ukíé  
KO ukíé, iroró  
GB ukíí  
OR íkie  
AT ókíó-↓mɔ̃ ́  
BI ícégba  
Notes *ikiyo 3  
 



992 

THIRD PERSON 
Defaka   
NK táárʊ ́kárámã ́ye  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛŕɛ ́↓kárámã ́ɓɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

tɪŕɛɪ́ ́kárámã ́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI tɛŕɛ ́kárámã ́  
NE tɪraɪ/traɪ karamɔ  
AK tira karamã kumɔ  
BU táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY taarʊ karamɔ ̃?  
ET   
EO táárʊ ́káramɔ ̃?  
BA táárʊ ́kárámɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
KL   
AP táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́  
ID taarʊ kɪrɪmɔ ̃bɔ  
OG taarʊ kɪrɪmɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
GM tarʊ gbɪlɪmɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU taarʊ karamɔ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
AR tarʊ karamɔ  
OB taarʊ kɪrɪmɔ  
OT   
OE taárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME taarʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU taárʊ ́karámɔ̃ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́  
GB táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́  
OR táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́  
AT táárʊ ́kárámɔ̃ ́wéi  
BI táárʊ ́kɪramʊ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



993 

THIRSTY, BE (VP) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị pʊɣɔ/pʊɔ sámʊ̃ńɔ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

minji pɔkɔ tarɪ ́  

BL   
KI pʊḱɔ ́sámɪ ̃ńã ́  
NE ɛlɛ, mĩndí ɓou tarɪ ́  
AK ɛlɛ  
BU ɛlɛ,́ ɓínĩ ́↓dɪśɛ ́  
OP bénĩ ́disɛ  
OY binĩ ́dɪsɛ ́  
ET ɓinĩ ́dísɛ ́  
EO bínĩ ́dɪśɛ ́  
BA bínĩ ́dɪśɛ ́  
KL   
AP (ozú) ɔlɛ,́ bénĩ ́dɪśɛ ́  
ID beni dɪsɛ  
OG beni dɪsɛ  
GM beni dɪsɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU beni dɪsɛ ́  
AR beni bóú dɪsɛ  
OB beni dɪsɛ ́  
OT   
OE beni mɔʊ̃ ̃ kɛrɪ, beni 

dɪsɛ ́
 

ME dɪsɛ ́  
KU beni dɪsɛ  
KB beni (boũ dɪsɛ ́  
WT beni (boũ dɪsɛ ́  
ON beni dísɛ ́  
IK beni dɪsɛ ́  
EK beni bou dɪśɛ ́  
KO beni dɪsɛ ́  
GB beni dɪsɛ ́  
OR ɓeni pɔʊ́  
AT ɓeni ɓó-mã ́  
BI pɔɔ  
Notes   
 



994 

THIRTEEN 
Defaka úwei tá[á]tó J 220 
NK óyí táárʊ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị óyí tɛŕɛ ́fínjí/fíndí  
Kalab a
rị 

óyí tɪŕɛɪ́ ́fínjí  

BL óyí tɪŕɛɪ́ ́fɪńjɪ ́  
KI óyí tɛŕɛ ́fɪńjɪ ́  
NE oyi tɪraɪ fɪndɪ  
AK oyi trai hɛndɛ  
BU óí táárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OP óí tárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OY oi tarʊ fɪnɪ  
ET óí tárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
EO óí táárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA óí tárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP óí táárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi tarʊ fɪnɪ  
OG oi taarʊ fɪnɪ  
GM oi tarʊ fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU woi taarʊ fɪnɪ  
AR oi tarʊ fɪnɪ  
OB óyí táárʊ ́fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí tárʊ ́féni  
ME oyí tárʊ ́féni  
KU óyí tárʊ ́féni  
KB óyí táárʊ ́fóni  
WT óyí táárʊ ́féni  
ON óí tárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
IK óí tárʊ ́fɛńɛ  
EK óí táárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí tárʊ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí táárʊ ́fóni  
OR óyí táárʊ ́fénĩ ́  
AT éyí táárʊ ́fɪń(ɪ)́  
BI óyí táárʊ ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes *oyi taarʊ fenĩ 2 2 1  
 



995 

THIRTY 
Defaka síi tɛ úwei tɛ J 230 20 & 10 & 
NK sí nãó́ (nã)́ óyí nã ́ 20 & 10 & 
BD   
Ịb anị súé, sóíí, soó 20 10 
Kalab a
rị 

súwéí  

BL súwéí  
KI sóí  
NE suei/suwei  
AK hi oyi hɛndɛ, suwoi 20 10 add 
BU sí óí fɪńɪ ̃,́ síóí  
OP sí óí fɪńɪ ̃,́ súéí  
OY si oi fɪnɪ, suwei  
ET súéí  
EO súwéí, sí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BA súéí, sí óí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sí óí fɪńɪ ̃,́ súwéí  
ID suwei, sii oyi fɪnɪ  
OG suei  
GM suei  
EG   
WO   
FU siwoi/suwei, sii oi 

fɪnɪ 
 

AR suwei  
OB suei  
OT   
OE sií mɔ̃ ́óyí mɔ̃,́ *  
ME sí óyí féni  
KU sií óyí féni, sueí  
KB sí óí fóni  
WT sí óyí féni, súéí  
ON súéí  
IK síóéí fɛńɛ, súéí  
EK súwéí, sí oí fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO súwéí  
GB súéí  
OR súwéí  
AT súéí  
BI súéí  
Notes *si oyi 20 10 
 



996 

THORN 
Defaka nɔ̃ḿ́ tãy ̰ã  
NK yáín-yáĩ-́ye  
BD   
Ịb anị nãŋgɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́nãŋ́gɪ, ɪga  

BL   
KI ɪgaá  
NE kʊmɔ ̃temĩ temĩ-ye  
AK igogoɓá  
BU ɪgbálɪ ́  
OP ɪgbálɪ ́  
OY ɪgbalɪ  
ET tíɛ-́yí  
EO ɪgbálɪ ́  
BA gádɪǵádɪ,́ ɪgbárá  
KL   
AP ɪgbálɪ ́  
ID kɪmɪ ̃timĩ-ye  
OG ɔmɪ ̃  
GM táriko  
EG   
WO   
FU kɪmɪ ̃temĩ-ye  
AR kɪmɪ ̃timĩ-yaɪ  
OB tɪ ̃agbara  
OT   
OE ɛgbálɪ ́  
ME ɛgbálɪ ́  
KU ɛgbálɪ ́  
KB ɛgbálɪ ́  
WT ɪgbálɪ ́  
ON igbálí  
IK igbálɪ ́  
EK ɪgbálɪ ́  
KO ɪgbálɪ,́ ɪgɪgaɪ ́  
GB ɪgbálɪ ́  
OR éɓúé  
AT sɪ ́ígbóõ, igbõ  
BI ĩḿgbó  
Notes   
 



997 

THREE (COUNTING) 
Defaka táátó L 
NK táárʊ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɪŕɛɪ́ ́  

BL tɪŕɛɪ́ ́  
KI tɛŕɛ ́  
NE tɪraɪ/traɪ  
AK tirai  
BU táárʊ ́  
OP táárʊ ́  
OY taarʊ  
ET tárʊ ́?  
EO táárʊ ́  
BA tárʊ ́  
KL   
AP táárʊ ́  
ID taarʊ  
OG taarʊ/taarʊ ́  
GM taarʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU taarʊ  
AR tarʊ  
OB taarʊ  
OT   
OE taárʊ ́  
ME tarʊ ́  
KU taárʊ ́  
KB tárʊ ́  
WT tárʊ ́  
ON táárú  
IK táárú  
EK táárʊ ́  
KO táárʊ ́  
GB táárʊ ́  
OR táárʊ ́  
AT táárʊ ́  
BI táárʊ ́  
Notes *taarʊ 2 

*taatʊ 
 

 



998 

THREE PEOPLE 
Defaka tá[á]tá J 210 corr L 
NK tárá  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

tɪŕá  

BL   
KI tɛŕá  
NE tɪra, tra  
AK   
BU tárá  
OP tárá  
OY tara  
ET tárá  
EO tárá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA tárá  
KL   
AP tárá  
ID tara kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG tara kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM tara  
EG   
WO   
FU taara kɪmɪ ̃  
AR tara  
OB tara kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE tará kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME tará  
KU tará  
KB tɪŕá, trá  
WT tará  
ON   
IK tárá  
EK tárá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO tárá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB tárá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR táárá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
AT táárá kɪmɪ ̃  
BI tɪŕá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



999 

THROAT 
Defaka   
NK í↓kpólí  
BD   
Ịb anị puɣɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔkɔ-ɓɛ ólolo  

BL   
KI pʊkɔɔ ́  
NE pɔgɔ ́ololo  
AK pɔgɔ ótoɓo/óteɓe  
BU ofó, pɔʊ́ ́  
OP okóló↓kó, pɔɔ́ ́  
OY mɪñɪmɔ̃,́ okoló, pɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ET mɛ̃ńĩḿɔ̃ ́  
EO pɔɣ́ɔ,́ mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ḿɔ̃,́ ofó  
BA mɛ̃ńɪ ̃ḿɔ̃ ́ofoni  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ḿɔ̃ ́túú/ofoni  
ID mɛnɪmɔ ̃túú  
OG mɛnɪmɔ ̃tú  
GM mɛnɪmɔ ̃tú  
EG   
WO   
FU pɔɔ́/̃mɪñɪmɔ ̃tú  
AR mɪñɪmɔ/pɔɔ ̃túɣu  
OB mɪñɪmɔ ̃túú  
OT   
OE mɪñɪmɔ ̃tuu  
ME mɛnɪmɔ  
KU mɛnɪmɔ ̃tu  
KB okulo-tu  
WT okolo tuú  
ON mɛ̃ńĩḿɔ̃ ́tú  
IK mɛ̃ńɛ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
EK kɔŋ̃ɔ̃, mɪñɪmɔ̃ ́  
KO mɪñɪmɔ-tuú  
GB mɪñɪmɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
OR akpa ɛǵbɔ  
AT pɔɔ/kɔ ̃ofífíyo  
BI pɔɔ tʊʊ́, pɔɔ tʊ ́

ofuromʊ ̃
 

Notes *pɔkɔ ̃? 1  
 



1000 

THROW: THROW AWAY (V.T.) 
Defaka eve S 
NK gbĩ/́gbíĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị gbí  
Kalab a
rị 

gbĩ,́ wakɪ  

BL   
KI gbĩ ́  
NE gbẽĩ/gbɛ ̃?  
AK gbɛ:̃ yũŋu-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU gbɪ ̃:́ táɪ ̃ŋ́gbɪ ́  
OP gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OY gbɪɪ̃:̃ taɪŋgbɪ  
ET gbéĩ ́  
EO gbɪɪ̃ ̃́ :́ táɪ ̃ŋ́gbɪ ́  
BA gbɛ̃ ́  
KL   
AP gbɪ ̃ ́  
ID gbɛɪ-̃mɔ: tã gbɪ  
OG gbɛɪ-̃mɔ: tã gbɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU odo, gbɪ:̃ tãã-gbɪ  
AR odo, gbɛɪ ̃  
OB gbɛɪ-̃mɔ: tã gbɛ  
OT   
OE gbɛɪ̃ ̃:́ tãã ́gbei  
ME gbɛɪ̃ ̃-́mɔ ̃?  
KU gbéí)  
KB gbéí): tã ́gbẽĩ  
WT gbeí): tãã ́gbẽĩ  
ON gbɛɛ̃ ̃́  ́  
IK gbɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
EK gbɪ ̃:́ tãã́ gbɪ ́  
KO gbéĩ:́ tã ́gbéí  
GB gbɛɪ́ ́  
OR gbé  
AT gbéí  
BI w̃ɛm̃ʊ:̃ mɔɔ̃̃ ́  
Notes *gbẽĩ 2  
 



1001 

THUNDER 
Defaka   
NK abati gbanã  
BD   
Ịb anị so alágba sky gun 
Kalab a
rị 

so alágba  

BL   
KI so alagbá  
NE suó fɪnɪ, ɔgɔńɔ-ye  
AK ɔgɔńɔ ̃tɔru tẽĩ-ye  
BU súó ye  
OP osúwó/ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́ ↓bíyé, 

* 
 

OY agɔnɔ̃ ́tɔrʊ-ye  
ET agɔnɔ ̃ɓié  
EO irĩ ́tɔŕʊ ́téĩ ́  
BA ɔgɔńɔ̃ ́téĩ ́  
KL   
AP erẽ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
ID ɔgɔnɔ ̃tẽĩ  
OG ɔgɔnɔ ̃tẽĩ  
GM tamãra dárɪ-mɪñɪ ̃?  
EG   
WO   
FU osuo bírí  
AR osuo fɪnɪ ̃ ́  
OB érẽ̃ĩ́ ́téĩ ́  
OT   
OE biyou  
ME agɔnɔ ̃biou  
KU agbárárágburudu  
KB agbɪraragbúrúrú  
WT agbararagbúrúdú  
ON agbaradagbúrudu, *  
IK agbárádágburudu, *  
EK agbararagbúrúru  
KO agbararagbúrúru  
GB agbararagbúrúru  
OR yiɓa dei-yóo  
AT zíɓé fɪńɪ ̃ ́kɛḱɛ  
BI sɪɓ́ɪ-́zárɔ ́déĩ-́nyʊʊ́  
Notes   
 



1002 

THUS, SO 
Defaka   
NK amãnã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔkɔ pá  
Kalab a
rị 

mɪ ̃ ́ɓará  

BL   
KI mɪ ̃ ́ɓara  
NE mɪ ̃ ́ɓara  
AK mɛ ɓára  
BU mãŕa, mɪ ̃ ́ɓara  
OP ánɪ ̃ ́bɪŕá  
OY anɪ ̃ ́bɪra  
ET ani ɓará  
EO mɪ ̃ḿbɪŕa  
BA mɪ ̃ḿbɪŕa  
KL   
AP mɔ̃ ́  
ID mɔ ̃(bɪŕá)  
OG mɔ  
GM mɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU mɔ ̃kɪ  
AR mɪ ̃ ́ʊŋgɔ  
OB mɔ̃ ́  
OT   
OE mɪ ̃kɪ ́  
ME mɛ bɪrá doo nɛ  
KU   
KB bɪ bɪrá  
WT bɪ ́bɪra  
ON ãndu ni  
IK mɔ̃ ́  
EK anɪ ̃yɔ ́  
KO mɔ̃,́ bɪsá/ani/ɛni 

bara 
 

GB mɔ̃ɔ́ ́  
OR anĩé mĩ ́kíémĩ ́  
AT ɓɪa gbɛĺɪ  
BI mó  
Notes *mɪ ̃ɓara 4 3 this way 
 



1003 

TIE (BUNDLE) (V.T.) 
Defaka kumã J 273 tie 
NK káká  
BD   
Ịb anị káká, kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ↓́nã ́  

BL   
KI fɪ↓́nã,́ káká  
NE fɪnã ́  
AK hínã  
BU fɪńã ́  
OP fínã ́  
OY fɪnã ́  
ET fínã  
EO fɪńã ́  
BA fɪńã ́  
KL   
AP káká, fɪńã ́  
ID fɪnã  
OG kɪka, fɪnã  
GM beni-mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪnã  
AR fʊnã  
OB fɪnã  
OT   
OE fɪnã,́ kɪká  
ME fɪnã,́ ↓kíká dic  
KU fɪńã ́  
KB fɪńã ́  
WT fɪnã ́  
ON fínã  
IK   
EK fɪńã ́  
KO fɪńã ́  
GB fɪńã ́  
OR fánã ́  
AT fɪńã ́  
BI fɪńã ́  
Notes *fɛnã 3  
 
 



1004 

TIE (CLOTH) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK ɔwɔĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị nwaá  
Kalab a
rị 

w̃ãɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI kaká  
NE ɪẃaɪ,̃ fóko  
AK w̃ãɪ́ ̃  
BU ɔw̃ãɪ́ ̃,́ tʊá́  
OP uwáĩ ́  
OY kɪkaɪ  
ET uw̃ãĩ ́  
EO káká  
BA káká  
KL   
AP káká  
ID kaka/kɪka  
OG kɪka  
GM kaka  
EG   
WO   
FU kaka  
AR kaka, bɪdɛ káka  
OB kɪkaɪ ́  
OT   
OE kɪká  
ME kɪkáɪ,́ w̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
KU kɪḱáɪ ́  
KB ʊw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
WT ʊw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
ON uw̃ãĩ ́  
IK uw̃ãĩ ́  
EK ʊw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
KO ʊw̃ãɪ ̃,́ bɪdɛ ́ʊw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
GB ʊw̃ãɪ ̃ ́  
OR (bɛdɛ)́ ɔw̃ãɪ́ ̃  
AT ɪw̃ɛɪ̃ ̃  
BI kɛɪ́ ́  
Notes *ʊw̃ãɪ ̃1  
 



1005 

TIE (HEADTIE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK káká  
BD   
Ịb anị káká  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ↓́nã ́  

BL   
KI fɪ↓́nã ́  
NE fɪnã,́ tɪɓɪ fɪnã ́  
AK hínã  
BU (tɪb́ɪ)́ fɪńã ́  
OP kígáí  
OY gbalá  
ET fɪńa ̰ ̰?  
EO gbálá  
BA tɪb́ɪ ́gbálá  
KL   
AP gbálá  
ID gbala  
OG gbala  
GM gbala  
EG   
WO   
FU gbala  
AR gbala  
OB gbala  
OT   
OE gbalá  
ME gbalá  
KU tɪb́ɪ ́gbɪĺá  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK gbalá  
KO gbalá, tɪb́ɪ ́gbálá  
GB gbalá  
OR kpɔɔ́, tɪɓ́ɪ ́kpɔɔ́  
AT kpɔ ́  
BI kpɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



1006 

TIE (ROPE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK kpá↓á, káká  
BD   
Ịb anị káká  
Kalab a
rị 

kpɔ↓́ɔ ́  

BL   
KI kpɔ↓́ɔ ́?  
NE kpɔ ́  
AK kpɔɔ́  
BU kɪǵáɪ ́  
OP kígáí  
OY kɪkaɪ  
ET kígáí  
EO káká  
BA káká  
KL   
AP káká  
ID gbeni/gbinĩ,́ jɔnɪ-mɔ  
OG kɪka  
GM kaka  
EG   
WO   
FU fɪnã  
AR kaka  
OB kɪka  
OT   
OE kɪká  
ME kɪkáɪ ́  
KU kɪḱáɪ ́  
KB kɪḱáɪ ́  
WT   
ON kíkáí  
IK kíkáí  
EK káká  
KO káká  
GB káká  
OR káɪ  
AT káá  
BI kɛɛ́ ́  
Notes *kakaɪ 2  
 



1007 

TIME 
Defaka   
NK ókútíe  
BD   
Ịb anị sáa  
Kalab a
rị 

sákɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɪḱɪ ́  
NE ifié  
AK ifíye  
BU ifíé  
OP ifíé  
OY ifiyé  
ET ifié  
EO ifíyé  
BA ifíé  
KL   
AP ifíé  
ID ifie  
OG ifie, ɪtámɪ ̃  
GM ifie  
EG   
WO   
FU ifie  
AR kiri  
OB ifie  
OT   
OE efíye  
ME efíe, (serĩ̃  
KU efíe  
KB eserí, efíé  
WT seri  
ON ifíe  
IK ifié  
EK ifíé  
KO ifíe, seri  
GB ifíe  
OR ifíé  
AT ífíée  
BI ogo  
Notes *ifiye 3/4  
 



1008 

TIRED, BE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK íyɔ̃ ́fáa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪɲ́ɔ̃ ́faá  
Kalab a
rị 

n yɔ ́tá  

BL   
KI ɪýɔ̃ ́(ɓʊ)́ faá  
NE pɔgɔ ́la  
AK kɔrɪ-kɔŕɪ, nɛŋ̃ĩ ?  
BU ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OY dɛĩ ́  
ET ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ alɛ ́  
EO dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
BA dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID dɛɪ ̃  
OG dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
GM dɛɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔlɔkɔ ́kɔrɪ, dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
AR dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
OB dɛɪ ̃  
OT   
OE dɛɪ ̃  
ME dɛɪ ̃  
KU dɛɪ ̃  
KB dɛɪ ̃  
WT dɛɪ ̃  
ON dɛɪ ̃  
IK dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́?  
EK dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
KO dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃/́dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
OR pɔ láa  
AT pɔɔ lá, ɗɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
BI dɛɛ̃ ̃  
Notes   
 



1009 

TIRED, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK íyɔ̃ ́fáa  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪɲ́ɔ̃ ́faá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪýɔ̃ ́pɔkɔ-tá  

BL   
KI ɪýɔ̃ ́faá/ófórí  
NE pɔgɔ ́ la, nɛŋ̃gɪ,́ ɪy ̰ɔ ̃

fá 
 

AK nɛ̃ŋ́ɪ‚̃, kɔri-kɔŕi  
BU ɗɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
OP dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ alɛ ́  
OY dɛĩ ́  
ET ɗɛĩ,́ alɛ ́  
EO dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
BA dɛ̃ŋ́ɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP dɛ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
ID dɛɪ ̃  
OG dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
GM dɛɪ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
AR dɛŋ̃ɪ‚̃  
OB dɛɪ ̃  
OT   
OE dɛɪ ̃  
ME dɛɪ ̃  
KU dɛɪ ̃  
KB dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
WT dɛɪ ̃  
ON dɛĩ  
IK dɛɪɪ ̃ ́?  
EK dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
KO dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃/́dɛɪ̃ ̃ ́  
GB dɛŋ̃ɪ ̃ ́  
OR pɔ láa ?  
AT pɔɔ lá  
BI dɛɛ̃ ̃  
Notes *ɗɛŋ̃ɪ 1  
 



1010 

TOAD 
Defaka akaláḿ J 164 toad (‘frog’) 
NK akaláḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋgʊ-ŋgʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ŋgʊ, áwɔ  

BL   
KI (ɪñgʊ  
NE ɪŋgʊ,́ okporó  
AK ɔgbɔĺɔ  
BU ɔgʊḿʊ̃,́ ɛkʊ̃ŕɛɪ ̃  
OP ɔgɔḿɔ̃,́ akṹrɛĩ  
OY agʊmʊ̃,́ akʊr̃ã̃ɪ́ ̃  
ET agumɔ̃,́ akʊ̃ŕɛĩ ́  
EO ɔgʊḿʊ̃ ́  
BA ɔgʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔgʊḿʊ̃ ́  
ID ɔgʊḿʊ̃ ́  
OG   
GM ɔgʊḿʊ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔgʊmʊ̃ ́  
AR uporúkpo, ɔgʊmʊ;̃ 

ákeré 
 

OB ɔgʊmʊ,̃ ɪŋgɪraɪ tʊa 
akpalɪ 

 

OT   
OE ákpalɪ ́  
ME   
KU bɪrá dɪaɪ ̃akpalɪ  
KB   
WT agʊmʊ ̃  
ON agɔmɔ  
IK agumɔɔ,́ akʊ̃ŕɛĩ ́  
EK ɔgʊmʊ̃ ́  
KO ɔgʊmʊ̃,́ ɛkʊ̃ŕɛɪ̃ ̃,́ 

etũweĩ ́
 

GB ɔgɔmʊ̃ ́  
OR ɛgʊʊ,̃ etũw̃ẽĩ  
AT ɪgʊ  
BI ɪŋgʊ  
Notes *ɪg̃ʊ 1  
 



1011 

TOBACCO 
Defaka jírí J 51 
NK jírí  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔtába  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗírí, okpoka ɓú ɗiri  

BL   
KI ɗírí, fɔńjʊ ́cʊa ɗíri  
NE iŋgu ɓou ɗiri  
AK iŋgu ɓou ɗiri  
BU ifíe  
OP ifíe  
OY ifĩyé  
ET efíe  
EO ifóyá  
BA ifúyá, ifóya  
KL   
AP ifóya  
ID ifõ ́y ̰ɛ/̃iféye  
OG ifóye  
GM ifóyɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU ifóya  
AR ifóya  
OB ifĩý ̰ɛ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE efíẽ  
ME efíẽ, atamkara  
KU efíẽ  
KB efíẽ  
WT efĩýe ?  
ON efíẽ  
IK ifíe  
EK ifíẽ ́(berĩ̃  
KO ifíã/ifíyã  
GB ifí↓ẽ ́  
OR ɗírí  
AT kpo ɗiri sʊɓ́ʊ  
BI atɪɓá  
Notes   
 



1012 

TODAY 
Defaka   
NK mgbaḿ  
BD   
Ịb anị mɪ ̃ḿgba  
Kalab a
rị 

mɪ ̃ḿgbaá, mʊ̃ḿgbaá  

BL   
KI mɪ ̃ḿgba  
NE mɪ ̃ ́ene  
AK mĩ ́ene, mẽńi  
BU ɪm̃gbaɪ, mɪ ̃ ́inĩ ́  
OP ɔmgbáɪ,́ mgbáɪ ́?  
OY ʊŋgbaɪ,́ mɪ ̃ǵbaɪ  
ET ĩmgbaí  
EO mẽĩ́mgbaɪ  
BA mẽŕẽ̃ĩ  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ḿgbaɪ  
ID meérẽ̃ĩ, mɪ ̃ǵbaɪ  
OG meérẽ̃ĩ  
GM meérẽ̃ĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU meérẽ̃ĩ, mɪ ̃ǵbaɪ  
AR mɔ̃ǵbaɪ, mẽŕẽ̃ĩ  
OB mɪ ̃érẽ̃ĩ  
OT   
OE mɛ érẽ̃ĩ́-́mɛ  
ME meérẽ̃ĩ  
KU bɛmgbáɪ ́  
KB ɛmgbaɪ, bei erẽ̃ĩ́ ́  
WT ɪm̃gbaɪ  
ON ĩḿgbai ?  
IK ɓéĩḿgbai  
EK ɪm̃gbaɪ ́  
KO béĩḿgbaɪ,ɪm̃gbaɪ,́béí 

erẽ̃ĩ 
 

GB béĩḿgbaɪ  
OR ɛgbaɪ ́  
AT ɪǵbáa  
BI ɪḿgba ɓɛɛ́  
Notes *ɪgbaɪ ?  ? usually preceded by 

this 
 



1013 

TOES 
Defaka   
NK ɓíɔ ́tṹmgba  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊɔ́ ́tʊḿgbɔlʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊɔ́ ́tʊḿgbalɪ  

BL   
KI ɓʊɔ́ ́tʊḿgbálɪ  
NE ɓʊɔ sʊm̃gbalɪ  
AK ɓuɔ itũmgbali  
BU ɓʊɔ́ ́ɪḿgbɪśá  
OP búwɔ ́ĩḿgbísáɣá  
OY bʊwɔ ɪsɪm̃gbala  
ET ɓúɔ ́ɓáú  
EO bʊẃɔ ́ɪśɪḿgbálá  
BA bʊɔ́ ́ɪśãḿgbálá  
KL   
AP   
ID bʊwɔ ɪsagbala  
OG bʊɔ ɪsamgbala  
GM bʊɔ ʊgbɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU   
AR bʊɔ ɪsamgbala  
OB bʊɔ ɪsamgbala  
OT   
OE bʊwɔ ́

ɛḿgbɪśá/ɛśãḿgbálá 
 

ME bʊɔ ́ɛḿgbɪśá  
KU bʊɔ́ ́ɛḿgbɪśá  
KB bʊɔ́ ́ɪḿgbɪśá  
WT bʊɔ ́ɪḿgbɪśá  
ON búɔ ́gbísá  
IK ɓúɔ ́ĩmgbísá  
EK bʊɔ́ ́gbɪśá  
KO bʊɔ́ ́gbásá  
GB bʊɔ́ ́gbɪśa  
OR bʊɔ́ ́ɪśãḿgbálá  
AT bɔ ́gbásɛɛ́  
BI bɔ ́gbɪśáa  
Notes   
 



1014 

TOMORROW 
Defaka   
NK mberi  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓá↓á  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓá↓á/ɓáa  

BL   
KI ɓáa/ɓá↓á  
NE ɓo-yo ɓɪɓaɪ  
AK ɓɛɓ́ai/ɓúɓai  
BU ɓó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́ɓʊɓ́áɪ ́  
OP búbáí  
OY dẽĩ-baɪ ́  
ET ɓuɓaí  
EO bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́bʊb́áɪ ́  
BA bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́báɪ ́  
KL   
AP dúĩ-́báɪ ́  
ID dẽĩ-baɪ, dẽĩ bérẽ̃ĩ  
OG dẽĩ-baɪ  
GM dẽĩ-baɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU dẽĩ-baɪ  
AR dẽĩ-baɪ  
OB dẽĩ-baɪ  
OT   
OE mɛɛ ́bó-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́báɪ-́mɛ  
ME dẽĩ-báɪ ́  
KU déĩ-́baɪ  
KB déĩ-́baɪ  
WT deĩ-́baɪ  
ON déĩ-́bái  
IK ɓuɓaí  
EK déĩ-́báɪ  
KO déĩ-́báɪ  
GB déĩ-́baɪ  
OR ɓʊɓáɪ  
AT ɓóéɓɪýa  
BI bɪyáa, bɪyá lɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



1015 

TONGUE 
Defaka mɛndʊɔ J 8 
NK ɓɛĺɛ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛĺɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɛĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɛĺɛ ́  
NE ɓɛlɛʊ  
AK ɛlɛ  
BU mɛ̃ĺɪ-́ye  
OP mɛ̃ĺí  
OY mɛlɪ-́ye  
ET mɛ̃ĺi  
EO mɛ̃ĺɪ-́yé  
BA mẽĺí-yé  
KL   
AP mɛ̃ĺɪ-yé  
ID bɔlɔʊ/bʊlɔʊ  
OG bɔlɔʊ  
GM bɔlɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛlɔʊ  
AR bɛlɛʊ  
OB bʊlɔʊ  
OT   
OE bɪlɔʊ́ ́  
ME bʊlɔʊ́  
KU mʊ̃ĺɔʊ́  
KB mʊ̃ĺɔ ́  
WT amʊl̃ɔ, bʊlɔ ́  
ON mɛ̃ĺí-ye  
IK umɔlɔʊ ́  
EK bɪb́ɪ ́bɔĺɔʊ́/́mɔ̃ĺɔʊ́ ́  
KO ɪmɔɪɔʊ́ ́  
GB ɪm̃bɔlɔʊ́  
OR ɓɛĺɛ ́  
AT ɓɛĺɛ ́  
BI ɓɪĺɛ ́  
Notes *ɪɓ̃ɛl̃ɛʊ  
 



1016 

TOOTH 
Defaka nĩã J 7 
NK áká  
BD   
Ịb anị áká  
Kalab a
rị 

áká  

BL   
KI áká  
NE aka  
AK aka, iye hɛ-yai  
BU aká  
OP aká  
OY aka  
ET aká  
EO aká  
BA aká  
KL   
AP aká  
ID aka  
OG aka  
GM aka  
EG   
WO   
FU aka  
AR aka  
OB aka  
OT   
OE aká  
ME aká  
KU aká  
KB aká  
WT aká  
ON aká  
IK aká  
EK aká  
KO aká  
GB aká  
OR áká  
AT áká  
BI áká  
Notes *aka 2  
 



1017 

TOPS (GAME) 
Defaka   
NK séɣimãya  
BD   
Ịb anị ŋgɪa  
Kalab a
rị 

kosó, akɪŕɪmã ́  

BL   
KI osií ?  
NE ikoso, agbɔĺɔ  
AK teĩ ́igiyã  
BU ikótei  
OP ɔgbɔĺɔ  
OY agbɔĺɔ  
ET agbɔĺɔ  
EO ikótó  
BA ikótó  
KL   
AP   
ID ɔgbɔlɔ, ikoto  
OG ikódó  
GM ikotó  
EG   
WO   
FU ikotó  
AR ikotó  
OB ɔgbɔlɔ  
OT   
OE agbɔĺɔ, ikódo  
ME agbɔĺɔ  
KU agbʊĺɔ  
KB agbʊĺɔ  
WT agbɔĺɔ  
ON agbɔĺɔ  
IK agbɔĺɔ  
EK ɔgbɔĺɔ  
KO ɔgbɔĺɔ  
GB ɔgbɔĺɔ  
OR ikerẽ̃ĩ́  
AT ikeréẽ  
BI ikeré  
Notes   
 



1018 

TORTOISE 
Defaka íkákɪ ́ J 159 
NK íkákí  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪḱákɪ,́siminĩ ́ɪkakɪ,*  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪḱákɪ ́  

BL   
KI ɪḱákɪ ́  
NE ɪkagɪ, ɔpɔɪ́ ̃  
AK ikagi, ɔpaĩ,wiri,*  
BU ɪḱágɪ,́ ɓíé kírí ɪḱágɪ ́  
OP ikágí, bíé kírí ówéí  
OY iwiri  
ET ikágí  
EO iwírí, ɪkágɪ,́ *  
BA ɪkáɣɪ,́ iyóróú fɪ-́wei  
KL   
AP bíé kírí-wéí  
ID ike/uke eré fɪ-́ɣá 

ówéí,* 
 

OG uke  
GM owei abʊ fó-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU luké-luké  
AR uguí  
OB ere fɪ-ɣa owei  
OT   
OE eré fɪ-́ɣá ówéí  
ME eré fɪ ́ówéí, ewírí  
KU ewírí  
KB ewírí  
WT ewírí  
ON ewírí, ogbó éwírí  
IK ɓíé kírí ówéi  
EK iwírí  
KO iwírí/wírí, ɪkágɪ ́  
GB iwírí  
OR írĩ ́  
AT íbokú  
BI bɪŕá bɪbɪɪ́  
Notes *ɪkakɪ 2  
 



1019 

TOUCH 
Defaka ɪy ̰ɔ ̃laa J 294 (touch with 

hand) 
NK ɓára wá 

ɓúláa/ɓúgbólo 
 

BD   
Ịb anị lá↓mã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

lá↓mã ́  

BL   
KI lá↓mã,́ gbó↓ló  
NE gboló  
AK gbólo  
BU gbóló  
OP gbóló  
OY gboló ?  
ET gbóló  
EO gbóló  
BA gbóló  
KL   
AP gbóló  
ID gbolo  
OG gbolo  
GM gbolo  
EG   
WO   
FU gbolo  
AR gbolo  
OB gbolo  
OT   
OE gboló/gbelé  
ME gboló  
KU gbílé  
KB gbílé  
WT gbelé  
ON gbóló  
IK gbóló  
EK gbélé  
KO gbélé/gbóló  
GB gbélé  
OR kele  
AT gbélé  
BI kɔrʊ ́  
Notes *gbele 3  
 



1020 

TOWN 
Defaka ámã ́ J 96 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ámã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ámã ́  

BL   
KI ámã ́  
NE amã  
AK amã  
BU amã ́  
OP amã ́  
OY amã  
ET amã  
EO amã ́  
BA amã ́  
KL   
AP amã ́  
ID amã  
OG amã  
GM amã  
EG   
WO   
FU amã  
AR amã  
OB amã  
OT   
OE amã ́  
ME amã ́  
KU amã ́  
KB amã  
WT amã ́  
ON amã ́  
IK amã  
EK amã ́  
KO amã ́  
GB amã ́  
OR ámã ́  
AT ámã ́  
BI ámã ́  
Notes *amã 2 

**amã 
PTR o-mã/́i- 
Heinẽ 234 

 



1021 

TRADER 
Defaka   
NK túɓó-nĩ-́ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị túwó-nã-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

túɓó-nĩ-́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI túɓó kɔ̃-́ɓɔ,́ túɓó-nĩ-́bɔ ́  
NE tuɓo kɔ-̃ɓɔ/ye dɛrɪ-ɓɔ  
AK tuɓo kɔ-̃ɓɔ/-woi/-ara  
BU túɓó kɔ̃-́wéí/-árá  
OP túɓó kɔ̃ ́ówéí  
OY tubo tʊwa kɪmɪ ̃  
ET í yɛŕí ówéí  
EO túbó tʊá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA túbó tʊá́ ówéí  
KL   
AP túbó tʊá́-wéí/araʊ, *  
ID tubo tʊa owei  
OG tubo tʊa kɪmɪ ̃  
GM tubo tʊa owei  
EG   
WO   
FU tubo tʊa owei/araʊ  
AR tubo tʊa owei  
OB tubo tʊa owei  
OT   
OE tubó tʊá́ ówéi/kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME tubó tʊá́ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU tɔŕʊ ́yɔʊ́-́wéí  
KB fɔʊ́ ́túbó ówéí/-árá  
WT fɔʊ ́túbó/yɔʊ́ ́kɪmɪ ̃  
ON tɔŕʊ ́yɔʊ́ ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK fɔʊ́ ́túɓó ówéi/kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK fɔʊ́ ́túbó kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO tɔŕʊ/́fɔʊ́ ́yɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃/́*  
GB fɔʊ́ ́túbó ówéí  
OR fɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́yɔʊ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃  
AT fɔʊ́ ́yɔʊ́ ́ówei/-árɔɔ́, *  
BI fɔʊ́ ́yɔʊ́ ́ówéíi/kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes   
 



1022 

TRADITIONAL DOCTOR 
Defaka ɓó↓tó-tí J 201 
NK ɓúrú-ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị órú mɪ ̃ɛ́-́ɓɔ,́ bɪŕɪ-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪŕɪ-́ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓɪrɪ-ɓɔ ?  
NE ɓɪrɪ-ɓɔ ́  
AK ɓɔrɔ-woi/-ara  
BU ɓʊŕɪ-́wéí  
OP bɔŕɛ-́

bɔ/́kɛḿɛ̃/́ówéí/éré 
 

OY bʊrʊ-kɪmɪ ̃  
ET ɓɔŕɔ ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EO bʊŕɪ-́kɪḿɪ ̃/́-wéí  
BA bɔŕɔ-́wéí  
KL   
AP bʊŕʊ-́wéí  
ID bʊrʊ kɪmɪ/̃owei  
OG bʊrʊ-wei/kɪmɪ ̃  
GM bʊrʊ-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra bií-wei  
AR tɔrɪ ́yɛrɪ kɪmɪ,̃ *  
OB bʊŕʊ ́ówéí  
OT   
OE bʊrʊ ́ówéí  
ME bʊrʊ ́ówéí  
KU bʊŕʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KB bʊŕʊ ́kɛḿɛ̃/́éré  
WT bʊrʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ON bɔŕɔ ́kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK ɓɔŕɔ ́kɛmɛ/-wéi  
EK bʊŕʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO bʊŕʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GB bʊŕʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR ɓʊŕɪ ́ówéí/éré  
AT ɓʊŕʊ ́kɪḿɪ ̃/́ówéí/árɔ ́  
BI bɪŕɪ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes *ɓɪrɪ-ɓɔ 2 -  
 



1023 

TRAMPLE, "MASH" (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị nãŋgá  
Kalab a
rị 

nãŋga  

BL   
KI   
NE nãŋgá  
AK nãŋga  
BU   
OP   
OY dãã ́  
ET   
EO dãŋ́ã ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID dãã  
OG dãŋã  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dãŋã  
AR   
OB dãã  
OT   
OE dãã  
ME dãã ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK dãŋã ́  
KO dãã ́  
GB dãŋã ́  
OR   
AT   
BI   
Notes *ɗãga 1  
 



1024 

TRAP, SNARE (FOR ANIMALS) 
Defaka   
NK bíã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɗɪá́, ɔńya  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗɪ↓́ã ́  

BL   
KI   
NE edí  
AK tinã-yée  
BU idí, bíĩ ́  
OP   
OY ʊkɔʊ, ité, asã,́ 

adéribɔ 
 

ET   
EO bíyẽ ́  
BA dóí bɪɛ́ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP wáya  
ID bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OG bɪɛ̃ ̃  
GM bɪɛ̃ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪɛ̃ ̃  
AR bɪɛ̃ ̃  
OB pɪdɛ-yé  
OT   
OE pɪdɛ-ye  
ME pɪdɛ-ye  
KU pɪɗɛ-yi  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK etí  
KO pɪtéí  
GB pɪdɛ-yí  
OR wáya  
AT pɪtɛ  
BI pɪdɛ  
Notes   
 



1025 

TREE 
Defaka ibo tĩĩ J 56 big tree 
NK tĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ójé, cɪ ̃ ́  
NE tɪ ̃  
AK tɛ ̃  
BU tɪ ̃ ́  
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
OY tɪ ̃  
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EO tɪ ̃ ́  
BA tɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP tɪ ̃ ́  
ID tɪ ̃  
OG tɪ ̃  
GM tɪ,̃ tɛ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪ ̃ ́  
AR tɛ,̃ tɪ ̃  
OB tɪ ̃  
OT   
OE tɪɪ ̃ ́  
ME tɪɪ ̃ ́  
KU tɪ ̃ ́  
KB tɪ ̃ ́  
WT tɪɪ ̃ ́  
ON tɛ̃ ́  
IK tɛ̃ĩ́ ́  
EK tɪ ̃ ́  
KO tɪ ̃ ́  
GB tɪ ̃ ́  
OR tɪɪ́ ́  
AT sɪ ́  
BI sɪ ́  
Notes *tɛɪ̃ ̃2  
 



1026 

TRIBAL MARK 
Defaka   
NK akãźa  
BD   
Ịb anị akãã́ja  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛkpɛ ́  

BL   
KI   
NE nẽmbe lelegi-mɔ/-mã  
AK ãndɛ, osiŋgbo (púũ  
BU osṹmgbó, kíɓí-ye, léléí  
OP osṹmgbó  
OY you-yaɪ tɛɪ-̃mɔ, biri ɪgba  
ET egbeé  
EO ãndɪ ́ʊḿgbɔ ́ówéí, *  
BA adíŋgbéwéí/adíŋgbáwéí  
KL   
AP léléí, kúbú-yáɪ ́  
ID kubu-yáɪ,́ lezú, adɪ ɪgba  
OG kokoróko, kubu-yáɪ ́  
GM kubu-yóɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU adɪ takpa  
AR ugbó, uwéi, kubu-yáɪ ́  
OB ɪm̃gba  
OT   
OE ɪgbara, kubu-ye, lele  
ME ɪgbara, kubu-yaɪ  
KU kúró ɛǵbá, ɛgba  
KB eweé, ɛgba  
WT ewe, ɪgba  
ON bírí kúbú  
IK igbeé  
EK kubu-yé  
KO kóró ɪǵbá, ɛkpɛlɛ,́ *  
GB ɛkpɛlɛ,́ ɪnãã ́  
OR   
AT   
BI akɪra, áɗɛ ́ɪńɔ  
Notes   
 



1027 

TRICK (N.) 
Defaka epele L 
NK oka  
BD   
Ịb anị aka  
Kalab a
rị 

epele  

BL   
KI opelé  
NE ɪkɪɔ,́ epelá  
AK ikíyɔ, humɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɪkɪýɔʊ́ ́  
OP ikíyɔú́  
OY alɛmɔ̃ ́?  
ET ikiyɔú  
EO ɪkɪýɔʊ́ ́  
BA áráɣá, lɛɣ́ɛḿɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP   
ID ari, elei  
OG ari  
GM wayó  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛlɛmɔ ̃égberi  
AR ɛlɛɪ-mʊ ̃  
OB ari  
OT   
OE arí, alɛɪ́-́mɔ  
ME arí  
KU arí  
KB arí  
WT arí  
ON lɛɛ́ḿɔ ̃?  
IK ikiyɔú, wayó  
EK árí  
KO árí/érí, ɪkɪyɔʊ́ ́  
GB árí, ɪkɪyɔʊ́  
OR epele  
AT ka  
BI wayó  
Notes *epelɜ 1  
 



1028 

TROUBLE (N.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓúɓáɓala  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊ ́fʊ↓́ká  

BL   
KI ɓɛŕɛ ́  
NE ɓió gbo-ye  
AK ɓiyegbó  
BU ɓíégbo iye  
OP   
OY biyégboo-ye, ʊyá  
ET   
EO biye-gbó a-ye, ʊya  
BA bíégbó a-ye  
KL   
AP bíégbó-aye  
ID akpodú/akpotú, 

akpókpomã 
 

OG akpókpomɛ  
GM akpotú  
EG   
WO   
FU akpotu  
AR akpotu  
OB akpotú  
OT   
OE akpotú, ese  
ME akpotú, ese  
KU ese, akpotú  
KB eseé, akpoduú  
WT ese, akpotú  
ON   
IK   
EK eseé  
KO eseé, akpotú, ʊyaá  
GB iseé  
OR ɓʊb́ʊd́ɔ  
AT ɓɪɪ́,́ ese  
BI ese  
Notes   
 



1029 

TRUNK (OF TREE) 
Defaka   
NK tĩ ́ɓúɓiri  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪ ́óju  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ ̃ ́ɓírí  

BL   
KI cɪ ̃ ́ɓírí  
NE ɓiri, tɪ ̃ɓirí  
AK tɛ ̃ɓiri  
BU tɪ ̃ ́ɓírí  
OP tɛ̃ĩ́ ́bírí  
OY tɪ ̃biri  
ET tɛ̃ĩ́ ́tú  
EO tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
BA tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
KL   
AP tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
ID tɪ ̃biri  
OG tɪ ̃biri  
GM tɛɪ ̃biri  
EG   
WO   
FU tɪ ̃biri  
AR tɛ ̃biri  
OB tɪ ̃ ́biri  
OT   
OE tɪɪ ̃ ́ãŋ́gɔ ́  
ME tɪɪ ̃ ́bírí  
KU tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
KB tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
WT tɪɪ ̃ ́bírí  
ON tɛ̃ ́bírí  
IK tɛ̃ĩ́ ́ɓírí  
EK tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
KO tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
GB tɪ ̃ ́bírí  
OR tɪɪ́ ́ɓíri  
AT sɪ ́bíríi  
BI sɪ ́bíríi, sɪ ́ózúũ  
Notes *tɛɪ̃ ̃ɓiri 2 2  
 



1030 

TRUTH 
Defaka   
NK ataá ɓere  
BD   
Ịb anị kara-kára-nyɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

kara-kárá/kra-krá yé  

BL   
KI kʊḱʊ-́mã-́yé  
NE kesi-ye, kʊkʊɓaɪ-yé, 

* 
 

AK gbahi-ye, kehi-ye ?  
BU késí-yé, ɪzɔ ́gbá-yé  
OP késí-yí  
OY kesii-ye/kesiyée, 

ɪzɔ-̃yé 
 

ET gɔḿṹ égbérí  
EO késí-yé, ɪzɔ-́yé  
BA késí-yé  
KL   
AP késí-yé  
ID ɪzɔ/́ɪjɔ ́egberi, *  
OG gidá/tie egberi  
GM tiye egberi  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪbɪ tɪbɪ  
AR bɪbɪ tɪbɪ  
OB gesii  
OT   
OE gesíí  
ME gesíí  
KU gésí égbérí  
KB gésí-yé  
WT gésí égbérí  
ON gésíí, kɛrɛɛ́-yi  
IK gésíí  
EK gésí égbérí  
KO gésí égbérí/yé, ɪzɔ̃-́

yé 
 

GB gɔḿʊʊ̃̃́ ,́ gésíí  
OR túɓú giye  
AT ózukú(-yẽ, késí-yíi  
BI ózukú egberi  
Notes *kesi-ye 2 2  
 



1031 

TRY (VP/V.AUX.) 
Defaka   
NK ɓú kúrɔmã  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-́↓mã ́  

BL   
KI ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-́↓mã,́ gaga-mãá  
NE ɓʊ kʊrɔ-mɔ, ãmba tʊa  
AK ɓuɔ kurɔ-mɔ̃ɔ́  
BU ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-́mɔ̃ ́  
OP   
OY ponõ-mɔ̃,́ inĩ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ET   
EO inĩ-́mɔ̃,́ pónó-mɔ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP bʊɔ́ ́kʊŕɔ-́mɔ̃ ́  
ID gbadáɪ ́  
OG gbadáɪ ́  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU ozu kʊŕɔ-́mɔ, gbadáɪ ́  
AR inẽ-mɔ  
OB gbadáɪ ́  
OT   
OE gbadaɪ ́  
ME gbadaɪ,́ ɛm̃balɪɪ ́  
KU ãŋgɔ ́kʊŕɔ-́mʊ̃,́ ẽé-mʊ ̃  
KB ɛm̃balɪ  
WT ɪm̃balɪ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK ɪm̃balɪ ́  
KO ɔŋ́gɔ ́gbádáɪ/́kʊŕɔ-́mɔ̃,́ *  
GB ɪm̃balɪ ́  
OR ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-mɔ  
AT ɗa ɗíi, ɓʊ ́kʊŕɔ-́mɔ̃ ́  
BI ɪmɓalɪ  
Notes *ɓʊ kʊrɔ-mɔ ̃2 1  
 



1032 

TSETSE-FLY 
Defaka   
NK órɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔŕɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mgbelé, ɔŕʊ̃̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃,́ 
okpou 

 

BL   
KI ɔŕʊ̃̃ɛ́ ̃ɪ́ ̃ ́  
NE ãŋgéle/ẽŋgéle,énde  
AK iŋgéle, ĩndée  
BU adéĩ ́  
OP adĩḿgbélé, adéín  
OY amgbelé  
ET adeĩ ́  
EO epẽḿbéré, edéĩ ́  
BA epímbéré, ĩndé  
KL   
AP amgbélé, ãndéí  
ID epepẽŕĩ̃,amgbelé,igb

ɔfʊ,́* 
 

OG epẽṕẽŕẽ, adé  
GM epeperẽ̃ĩ́, ide  
EG   
WO   
FU epimẽŕĩ ́  
AR epebirĩ,́ edé  
OB amgbelé  
OT   
OE amgbelé, adẽĩ  
ME adẽĩ  
KU adẽĩ  
KB mgbeéle, adẽĩ  
WT mgbelé, adẽĩ  
ON amgbelé, adẽĩ  
IK mgbelé, adeĩ ́  
EK ãndeí  
KO ãndeí  
GB bɪla tuu dú↓gó, ãndéi  
OR ɓalaɪ pɛĺɛ,́ ideĩ ́  
AT ideĩ,́ ivíṍ-wéí  
BI óvĩ ́ówéí, ideĩ ́  
Notes   
 



1033 

TURN (V.T.): (V.I.) 
Defaka kanãmã J 289 turn round (vĩ
NK piɣi  
BD   
Ịb anị : pɪɣɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪ↓́kɪ:́ pɪkɪ ́
kanã 

 
J 289 

BL   
KI pɪ↓́kɪ ́

kanã ́
 

NE wagɪ:́ wágɪ  
akanã ́ 

 

AK wági  
BU ɓɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
OP wáɪ,́ ikélé  
OY waɪ ́  
ET waí  
EO bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ:́ bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
BA bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ:́ bɛɣ́ɛĺɪ ́  
KL   
AP bɛɛ́ĺɪ ́  
ID waɪ, bɛɛlɪ: waɪ,́ bɛɛlɪ ́  
OG bɔɣɔlɪ: bɔɣɔlɪ ́  
GM bɛɛlɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɛɛlɪɪ ́  
AR bɛɣɛlɪ  
OB waɪ: walɪ ́  
OT   
OE waɪ: waɪ ́  
ME waɪ ́  
KU waɪ  
KB waɪ ́  
WT waɪ ́?  
ON waí  
IK waí  
EK waɪ ́  
KO waɪ:́ waɪ ́

akanã:́ akanãɪ ́
pɪḱɪ ́

 

GB waɪ ́  
OR gíri  
AT waʊ, ákánã  
BI wɛɛ ́  
Notes *wakɪ 1 

*akanã 1 go round, encircle 
 

 



1034 

TURTLE 
Defaka   
NK mĩndi ikaki  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔɓ́ɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔwɔɪ ̃  

BL   
KI ɔɓ́ɔ ́  
NE ɔɓɔ, sɪ ̃,́ oboŋgoro  
AK ɔɓɔ  
BU ɔɓɔ,́ oboŋgoro  
OP wírí, ɔbɔ ́kúrɔ-wei  
OY binĩ-́wei  
ET wírí  
EO (ẽlukelúke, bénĩ-́wéi  
BA ɔm̃bɔ,́ ombóóró,  
KL   
AP ɔm̃bɔ,́ bénĩ-́wéí  
ID ɔb ɔ ̃  
OG tobú/tebú uke, ɔb ɔ ̃  
GM ɔbɔ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔbʊkɔrɔ  
AR luké-luké, ɔb ɔ ̃  
OB ɔm̃bɔ  
OT   
OE ãmbɔ ́  
ME ãmbɔ ́  
KU ãmbɔ ́  
KB ãmbɔ ́  
WT ãmbɔ ́  
ON ewírí, beni ewiri  
IK abɔ kʊŕɔ-wéi, iwírí  
EK ɔm̃bɔ ́  
KO ɔm̃bɔ ́  
GB iwírí  
OR ɓeni írĩ̃  
AT pɛrɛ ibokú  
BI bɪŕá bɪbɪɪ́  
Notes *ɔɓ̃ɔ ̃2  
 



1035 

TWELVE 
Defaka úwei mãamã kɛɪ̃ ̃ J 219 
NK óyí mãamɪ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị óyí mmɛ̃ ́fínjí/fíndí  
Kalab a
rị 

óyí mãɪ ̃fínjí  

BL óyí mãɪ ̃ ́fɪńjɪ ́  
KI óyí mãɪ ̃fɪńjɪ ́  
NE oyi mãɪ́ ̃fɪndɪ  
AK oyi mãĩ́ ́hɛndɛ  
BU óí mãḿʊ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
OP óí mãmʊ̰ ̰fɪńɪ ̃?  
OY oyi mãamʊ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ET óí mãmũ fɪńɪ  
EO óí mãá́mʊ̃ ́fɪńɪ  
BA óí mãá́mʊ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP óí mãá́mʊ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
ID oi mãmʊ ̃fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OG oi mãamʊ ̃fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GM oi mãmʊ ̃fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU woi mãamʊ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
AR oi mãmʊ ̃fɪnɪ  
OB oi mãamʊ ̃fónĩ ́  
OT   
OE oyí mãamʊ ̃féni  
ME oyí mãmʊ ̃féni  
KU oyí mãmʊ ̃féni  
KB óí mãmʊ ̃fónĩ ́  
WT óyí mãmʊ ̃féni  
ON óí mãmʊ ̃fɪńɪ  
IK óí mãamʊ ̃fɛńɛ  
EK óí mãamʊ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO óí mãamʊ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB óí mãamʊ ̃fóni  
OR óyí mãʊ ̃fénĩ ́  
AT éyí mãá́ ↓fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
BI óyí mã ɔǵbasɔ ́  
Notes   
 



1036 

TWENTY (COUNTING) 
Defaka síi J 227 
NK sí  
BD   
Ịb anị sí  
Kalab a
rị 

sí  

BL sí  
KI sí  
NE si, oto  
AK hi  
BU sí  
OP sí  
OY sii  
ET sí  
EO síí  
BA sí  
KL   
AP síí  
ID si  
OG sii  
GM si tɪbɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU si  
AR si  
OB sii  
OT   
OE sií  
ME sií  
KU sií  
KB sí  
WT sí  
ON sí  
IK sí  
EK síí  
KO síí  
GB síí  
OR sí  
AT sí  
BI sí  
Notes *sii 2 **sii 
 



1037 

TWENTY PEOPLE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

  

BL   
KI   
NE   
AK hiya kɛḿɛ  
BU sí á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OP   
OY si a-kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
ET   
EO sí á-kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID siya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG siya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
GM siya kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU siiya kɪḿɪ ̃  
AR   
OB si-a kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OT   
OE siíyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME siiyá kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK síyá/síí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO síyá kɪḿɪ ̃  
GB sí-á kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OR sí-a kɪmɪ ̃  
AT síé kɪmɪ ̃  
BI sí-á kɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



1038 

TWENTY-ONE 
Defaka síi tɛ gbɔŕɪ ́↓tɛ ́ J 227 
NK sí nãó́/(nã)́ gbɔŕɪ ́nã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sí ŋgɛ ́fínjí/fíndí  
Kalab a
rị 

sí gbérí-yé ↓fínjí  

BL sí gbérí-yé fɪńjɪ ́  
KI sí gbɔŕɪ-́yé fɪnjɪ  
NE si gberei/gbɔŕɪ-ye 

fɪndɪ 
 

AK hi gbɔri-yé hɛndɛ  
BU sí kɛńɪ ̃fɪnɪ  
OP sí kɛnɪ ̃fɪńɪ  
OY si kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ET sí kɛni fɛńɛ  
EO sí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
BA sí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
KL   
AP síí kɛńɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
ID sii kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
OG sii kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GM si kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU si kenɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
AR si kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪnɪ  
OB sii kenɪ ̃ ́foni  
OT   
OE sií kɛnɪ ̃féni  
ME sí fɛnɪ ̃féni  
KU sií kɛnɪ ̃féni  
KB sí kɛnɪ ̃fóni  
WT sí kɛnɪ ̃féni  
ON sí kɛni fɛńɛ  
IK sí kɛni fɛńɛ  
EK síí kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
KO sí kɛnɪ ̃ ́fɪńɪ ̃ ́  
GB síí kɛnɪ ̃fóni  
OR sí kɛnɪ ̃ ́fénĩ ́  
AT sí kɛńɪ ̃ ́↓fɪń(ɪ ̃  
BI sí kanɪ ̃ ́ɔgbasɔ ́  
Notes   
 



1039 

TWIST (V.T.): BE TWISTED (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK pípiɣi-mã ? í↓mĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fãŋ́galá  
Kalab a
rị 

fáŋ↓gálá: fãŋgalá  

BL   
KI fãŋ́gá↓lá  
NE fãŋgalá, 

ɓakalá:fãŋ́gala,* 
 

AK ɓakála  
BU fãŋ́ã,́ ɓúgí  
OP fãŋ́ã ́  
OY fãŋã  
ET fãĺaa  
EO fãŋ́ã ́  
BA fãŋ́ã ́  
KL   
AP bɛɛ́ĺɪ,́ fãŋ́ã ́  
ID fãŋã: fãŋãɪ́ ́  
OG fãŋã(la): fãŋãlaɪ ́  
GM fãŋã/fãã  
EG   
WO   
FU fãŋã)(la): fãŋãlaɪ ́  
AR bɛɣɛlɪ, fãŋã  
OB fãŋãla: fããlaɪ ́  
OT   
OE fãã(́lá)  
ME waɪ,́ fãã ́  
KU fɪɣ́ã ́  
KB fʊw̃́ãɪ́ ̃/́fʊ̃ŋ́ãɪ́ ̃ ́  
WT fãã ́  
ON fã,́ fãĺa  
IK fáã ́  
EK fãŋ́ãĺá: fãŋãlaɪ ́  
KO fáãĺá: fãŋãɪ ̃ ́  
GB waɪ-mɔ̃ ́  
OR gíri  
AT giri  
BI giri, fãã  
Notes *fãgala 3 vt 

*fãgala-ɪ 5 vi 
 

 



1040 

TWO (COUNTING) 
Defaka mãamã J 209 
NK mãamɪ ̃  
BD   
Ịb anị mmɛɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mãɪ ̃ ́  

BL mãɪ ̃ ́  
KI mãɪ ̃ ́  
NE mãɪ́ ̃  
AK mãɪ́ ̃  
BU mãá́mʊ̃ ́  
OP mãá́mʊ̃ ́  
OY mãamʊ̃ ́  
ET mãamṹ  
EO mãá́mʊ̃ ́  
BA mãá́mʊ̃ ́  
KL   
AP mãá́mʊ̃ ́  
ID mãamʊ ̃  
OG mãamʊ̃ ́  
GM mãmʊ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU mãamʊ ̃  
AR mãmʊ ̃  
OB mãamʊ ̃  
OT   
OE mãamʊ ̃  
ME mãmʊ ̃  
KU mãmʊ ̃  
KB mãmʊ ̃  
WT mãmʊ̃ ́  
ON mãamũ  
IK mãamṹ  
EK mãamʊ̃ ́  
KO mãamʊ̃ ́  
GB mãamʊ̃ ́  
OR mãaʊ ̃  
AT mãamʊ ̃  
BI mã  
Notes *mããmV̰ 1?  
 



1041 

TWO PEOPLE 
Defaka mãamã J 209 
NK mãa  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

mã  

BL   
KI mã-mã apʊʊ ́  
NE mã ́  
AK mã  
BU mã ́(kɪmɪ ̃(kɪmɪ ̃  
OP mã  
OY mãá  
ET mãa  
EO mãá́ kɪmɪ ̃  
BA mã ́  
KL   
AP mãá́  
ID mãá kɪmɪ ̃  
OG mãá kɪmɪ ̃  
GM mãá  
EG   
WO   
FU mãá kɪmɪ ̃  
AR mãá  
OB mãa kɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE mãa kɪḿɪ ̃  
ME mã  
KU mã  
KB mã  
WT mã  
ON mã  
IK mã  
EK mãa kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
KO mãa kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
GB mãa kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
OR mãaʊ ̃kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
AT mãa kɪmɪ ̃  
BI mãa kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



1042 

ULCER 
Defaka   
NK n nɔ̃-́nĩŋ́gi  
BD   
Ịb anị ndam  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪa-ɓɪa-á ɪnɔ  

BL   
KI gwɔ-́↓gwɔ ́ íɓí-ká 

obíi 
 

NE ɛkɛtɛ  
AK ɛkɛtɛ, opúmɔ  
BU ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
OP inɔ̃ ́  
OY akɛdɛ  
ET inɔ̃ ́  
EO ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
BA ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
KL   
AP bʊb́á bɔʊ́-́ɣɛ ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃  
ID ɛkɛdɛ  
OG ɛkɛdɛ  
GM ɛkɛdɛ, bʊba bɔʊ́-́ɣa 

ɪnɔʊ̃ ̃
 

EG   
WO   
FU ɛkɛtɛ  
AR ɛkɛtɛ  
OB akɛdɛ  
OT   
OE akɛd́ɛ ́  
ME akɛd́ɛ ́  
KU akɪd́ɛ ́  
KB akɪd́ɛ ́  
WT akɛd́ɛ ́  
ON inɔ̃ ́  
IK akɛt́ɛ ́  
EK ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
KO ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
GB ɪnɔ ̰̰ʊ̃,́ ɛkɛt́ɛ ́  
OR   
AT   
BI asá ɪńɔ  
Notes Cf. SORE  
 



1043 

UMBRELLA 
Defaka   
NK ḿbiláari < English 
BD   
Ịb anị ḿbɪláarɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

ámbɪlálɪ  

BL   
KI   
NE téri-yé, ɔ̃ḿbɪlárɪ  
AK ãmbɪlálɪ  
BU téríí-ye, ámbɪlárʊ  
OP   
OY asɪsá  
ET   
EO asɪśá  
BA asɪśá  
KL   
AP asɪśá  
ID asɪsa  
OG asɪsa  
GM asɪsa  
EG   
WO   
FU asɪsa  
AR asɪsa  
OB ɔsɪsa  
OT   
OE asɪsa  
ME asɪsa  
KU asɪsa  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK ámbɪlárɪ, osuo daa-

yé 
 

KO asɪsá, ʊḿbɪlára  
GB asɪsaá  
OR orokívo  
AT alakívo  
BI ɔŕʊẃá kíkíi  
Notes   
 



1044 

UNDERNEATH 
Defaka   
NK tiedu  
BD   
Ịb anị súɣú/súú bíe  
Kalab a
rị 

súkú ɓí↓ó  

BL   
KI kírí cúku  
NE kirí ɓio  
AK kiri ɓíye  
BU kónṹ/kúnṹ  
OP kónṹ  
OY kirí kunu/ãŋga  
ET konuú  
EO kúnṹ  
BA kúnṹ  
KL   
AP kírí kúnṹ  
ID kiri búlou/kúnṹ  
OG kiri bulóúbu  
GM kiri kúnṹ  
EG   
WO   
FU kiri kunu  
AR kunu-kúnu  
OB kuru kónṹ  
OT   
OE kirí konu  
ME kirí bulou/konu  
KU kukuru  
KB kírí  
WT kukurú, kirí  
ON konu  
IK kírí konu  
EK kírí ãŋga  
KO ukukurú  
GB kírí konu  
OR kírí-ɜ�gɜ ɜ�gɜ cannot stand alone; vowel 

harmony, cf. behĩnd, in front of 
AT kurumɔ̃ɔ́, kurumɔ̃ ́

ga 
 

BI kurúu  
Notes   
 



1045 

UNDRESS 
Defaka   
NK ɓú deemã, (sĩĩ)  
BD   
Ịb anị sií  
Kalab a
rị 

siĩ ́  

BL   
KI siĩ ́  
NE sĩ,́ ɓɪtɛ ́sĩ  
AK híĩ, ɓíri ahĩ ?  
BU sĩ,́ bɪd́ɛ ́sĩ  
OP sĩ ́  
OY birí-yaɪ sĩĩ  
ET siĩ ́  
EO gbʊǵbɔ,́ síĩ ́  
BA sĩ ́  
KL   
AP bɪd́ɛ ́wɔŕɔ,́ érú sĩ  
ID sĩ  
OG sĩ  
GM fʊkpɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU siĩ ́(koro-ḿɔ ̃  
AR sĩ  
OB sĩ  
OT   
OE sĩ  
ME sĩ  
KU sĩ, kpʊḱpɔ ́  
KB siĩ ́  
WT ekéĩ ́sĩ  
ON sĩ  
IK kpúkpɔ,́ siĩ ́  
EK siĩ ́  
KO bɪdɛ siĩ ́  
GB siĩ ́  
OR gbɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ ɓiríi-ye gbɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
AT sĩ  
BI ga  
Notes *sĩĩ 1 = remove 
 



1046 

UNFINISHED CANOE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

kárá fámã-á arʊ  

BL   
KI   
NE mãɪ́ ɓɛrɪ-́ɣa arʊ ?  
AK kara-ha mãŋã-́mn 

aru 
 

BU ɓɔĺí-ɣɛ arʊ  
OP bɔĺí-ɣɛ  
OY bɔlɪ-ɣɛ ́  
ET ɓɔli-ɣɛ ́  
EO bɔĺɪ-́ɣɛ ́  
BA bɔĺɪ-́ɣɛ ́  
KL   
AP bɔĺɪ-́ɣɛ ́  
ID bɛɛrɪ-ɣá arʊ  
OG bɛɛrɪ-ɣá arʊ  
GM saá kara sĩ ́arʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU bɔlɪ-ɣá  
AR   
OB ɪgbʊmɔ  
OT   
OE ɛgbʊḿɔ̃ ́  
ME ɛgbʊḿʊ̃ ́  
KU ɛgbʊmʊ ̃  
KB ɛgbʊmʊʊ̃̃ ́  
WT ɪgbʊmʊ ̃  
ON bɔĺí-ɣá  
IK ɓɔlɪ-ɛɛ ́  
EK ɪgbʊmʊ̃ ́  
KO ɪgbʊmʊ̃ ́  
GB ɪgbʊmʊ̃ ́  
OR okpomɔ̃ ́árʊ  
AT ɔɓakɪrɪ  
BI árʊ ́íkpíi  
Notes   
 



1047 

UNTIE (LOOSE) (V.T.) 
Defaka kpɔkpɔ J 374 
NK fúrumã, kpɔ↓́kpɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị fí-mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

fí-↓mã ́  

BL   
KI fí-↓mã,́ kpʊ↓́kpɔ ́  
NE kpʊkpɔ ́  
AK kpúkpɔ  
BU kpʊǵbɔ ́  
OP gbúgbɔ ́  
OY gbʊgbɔ ́  
ET gbúgbɔ ́  
EO gbʊǵbɔ ́  
BA gbʊǵbɔ ́  
KL   
AP kpʊḱpɔ ́  
ID fukpo/fugbo  
OG kpʊkpɔ, fʊm̃gbo  
GM fʊkpɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kpɔkpɔ  
AR kpɔkpɔ  
OB fʊm̃gbɔ  
OT   
OE fʊkpɔ ́  
ME fʊkpɔ ́  
KU kpʊḱpɔ ́  
KB kpʊḱpɔ ́  
WT kpʊkpɔ ́  
ON gbúgbɔ ́  
IK kpúkpɔ ́  
EK kpʊḱpɔ ́  
KO kpʊḱpɔ ́  
GB fʊḱpɔ ́  
OR gbʊǵbɔ  
AT kpʊḱpɔ,́ fʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BI fúmṹ  
Notes *kpɔkpɔ 3  
 



1048 

URINATE 
Defaka sãã J 268 
NK sã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị sá  
Kalab a
rị 

sã ́  

BL   
KI sã ́  
NE sã, ɛdɛnɪ ̃ ́  
AK hã  
BU sã ́  
OP sã ́  
OY sãã ?  
ET sã ́  
EO sã ́  
BA sã ́  
KL   
AP sã ́  
ID sã  
OG sã  
GM sã  
EG   
WO   
FU sãã  
AR sã  
OB sã  
OT   
OE sãã ́  
ME sãã ́  
KU sã ́  
KB sã ́  
WT sãã ́  
ON sã ́  
IK sã,́ ɗinã sãã ́  
EK sã ́  
KO sã,́ dɪnã sãã ́  
GB sã ́  
OR (ɗɪnã) sãã́!  
AT ɓeni yɛɛ́  
BI mɪñɪyɛ ́yɛ  
Notes *sãã 2 ◊-cànd- Janssens 

doc 128 
 



1049 

URinẽ 
Defaka sãã J 28 
NK jinã  
BD   
Ịb anị nɪnã  
Kalab a
rị 

sã ́  

BL   
KI nɪnã ́  
NE nɪnã ́  
AK nĩńã  
BU sã ́ɗɪńã ́  
OP sã ́dínã ́  
OY sã dɪnã  
ET dinã,́ sã ́dínã ́  
EO sã ́dɪńã ́  
BA sã ́dɪńã ́  
KL   
AP sã ́dɪńã ́  
ID sã  
OG sã dɪnã  
GM sã dɪnã  
EG   
WO   
FU dɪnã  
AR dɪnã  
OB sã-yaɪ  
OT   
OE sãã ́dɪńã-́yáɪ ́  
ME sã dɪńã-́yáɪ ́  
KU sã ́dɪńã-́yaɪ  
KB sã ́dɪd́á  
WT sã dɪd́á  
ON sã ́dínã ́  
IK sã ́  
EK dɪnã ́  
KO sã ́dɪńã ́  
GB dɪnã ́  
OR dɪnã  
AT ɓeni yɛɛ́  
BI mɪñɪ ̃yɛɛ́  
Notes *sãã ɗɪnã urine 

fluid 
◊-cànd-ì 6 Janssens 
doc 128 

 



1050 

VAGINA 
Defaka tabéé J 22 
NK tiɓi  
BD   
Ịb anị otumõ  
Kalab a
rị 

okolo  

BL   
KI ɓukuú  
NE otumó, teɓí  
AK ɓiɔ  
BU téɓí  
OP tébí  
OY tebí  
ET ɓíɛ ́  
EO túɣú  
BA túú  
KL   
AP túú  
ID tuu  
OG tuɣu  
GM tuu  
EG   
WO   
FU tu  
AR tuu  
OB túú  
OT   
OE tuú  
ME tuú  
KU tebi  
KB tebi  
WT tebi  
ON tébi  
IK bíé, tebí  
EK tebí  
KO tebí  
GB tebí  
OR tapára  
AT koni  
BI konu  
Notes *teɓi 1  
 



1051 

VEIN 
Defaka   
NK á↓sĩã́ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪśá  
Kalab a
rị 

sã ́  

BL   
KI ɪśɪã́ ́  
NE sɪã̃/sɪỹ ̰ã  
AK hiyã  
BU ɪsɪã́ ́  
OP ɪsĩã́ ́  
OY ɪsɪỹ ̰ã  
ET isĩã́ ́  
EO ɪsɪã́,́ sɔʊ́ ́  
BA ɪsɪã́ ́  
KL   
AP sɔʊ́ ́  
ID sɔʊ  
OG sɔʊ  
GM ɛsɪã̃  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔʊ  
AR bɪɛ̃ ̃du-ye  
OB ɪsɪaɪ ̃  
OT   
OE (esiyã)  
ME sɔɔ,́ ɛsɪã́ ́  
KU ɛsɪɛ́ ̃ ́  
KB ɛsɪá́ɪ ̃ ́  
WT ɪsɪá́ɪ ̃ ́  
ON isĩã́ ́  
IK isíã  
EK ɪsɪã́ ́  
KO ɪsɪã́ ́  
GB ɪsɪã́ ́  
OR sɪã́ ́  
AT ɪsã ́  
BI sã ́  
Notes *ɪsɪy ̰ã 2  
 



1052 

VERANDAH 
Defaka   
NK mɓemɓe  
BD   
Ịb anị wárɪ ́↓tɔŕʊ kuu  
Kalab a
rị 

wárɪ ́áŋ↓gá,sará sime 
ãŋgá 

 

BL   
KI   
NE oburu  
AK ibára  
BU ɪbárá  
OP ibárá  
OY ɪbará  
ET   
EO ɪbárá  
BA wárɪ ́ɪbara  
KL   
AP ɪbárá  
ID warɪ 

ágbaara/bʊb́ɔ/ɪb́ara/
áka 

 

OG warɪ ́ɪbara  
GM ɪbara  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ bɛĺɛʊ  
AR warɪ bʊbɔɔ́ ?  
OB warɪ ágbaara  
OT   
OE vɛránda  
ME vɛránda  
KU tiri bɪrá  
KB   
WT ogébará  
ON   
IK   
EK ɪbará  
KO ɪbará  
GB ɪbará  
OR varánda  
AT ɪbɛrɛ  
BI varánda  
Notes *ɪɓara 1  
 



1053 

VILLAGE 
Defaka   
NK duɔkiri  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

kálá ↓ámã,́ áɓɪĺɛ ́  

BL   
KI ɪẃɔ ́↓ámã ́  
NE kalámã, gbene  
AK gbene  
BU gbínĩ ́  
OP gbénẽ ́  
OY gbinĩ ́  
ET   
EO gbínĩ,́ gbénẽ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP   
ID gbɪnɪ  
OG gbɪnɪ  
GM gbɪnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU gbɪnɪ  
AR gbɪnɪ  
OB gbɪnɪ  
OT   
OE gbɪnɪ ̃ ́  
ME gbenẽ ́  
KU   
KB gbénẽ ́  
WT gbenẽ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK gbénẽ ́  
KO gbénẽ ́  
GB gbénẽ ́  
OR kálá ámã ́  
AT ámã ́  
BI ámã ́  
Notes   
 



1054 

VOICE 
Defaka   
NK pɔɣɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị pʊɣɔ/pʊɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔkɔ  

BL   
KI pʊkɔ ́  
NE pɔgɔ ́  
AK pɔǵɔ  
BU pɔʊ́ ́  
OP pɔɔ́ ́  
OY pɔɔ̃̃ ́  
ET pɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EO pɔɣ́ɔ ́  
BA pɔ̃ŋ́ɔ̃, pɔɔ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
ID pʊwɔ,̃ okolo, 

mɛnɪmɔ 
 

OG mɛnɪmɔ ̃tú, imɛ̃ĺɛḿõ  
GM fie pɔɔ́ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU pɔɔ́ ̃  
AR (fiẽ pɔɔ́ ̃  
OB mɪñɪmɔ, okolo  
OT   
OE mɪñɪmɔ ̃pɔʊ̃,̃ okolo  
ME mɛnɪmɔ, okolo tuu  
KU okulo  
KB okuloó  
WT okolo  
ON p ɔ ̃  
IK pɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK okoló  
KO okoló  
GB okoló  
OR okolo túu  
AT pɔɔ  
BI pɔɔ  
Notes   
 



1055 

VOMIT (V.T.) 
Defaka sɔŕɔ ́ J 267 
NK ósú  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔśʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔśʊ ́  

BL   
KI ɔśʊ̃ ́  
NE ɛsʊ, ɔǵbɔ, ɓɪɓɪ ɣɔ sĩ ́  
AK ɔgbɔ  
BU ɔgbɔ,́ ɛsʊ ́  
OP iyé ɔgbɔ,́ sĩ ́?  
OY siĩ ́  
ET sáʊ ́  
EO ɔgbɔ ́  
BA ɔgbɔ,́ páɣá-mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP sĩ ́  
ID sĩ  
OG sĩ  
GM sĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU sĩĩ  
AR sĩ  
OB sĩ  
OT   
OE sĩ  
ME sĩ  
KU sĩ  
KB siĩ ́  
WT sĩ  
ON sĩ, agbɔ ́  
IK sáʊ ́  
EK siĩ ́  
KO siĩ ́  
GB páá-mɔ̃ ́  
OR ɓɛLɛ-mɔ  
AT gbɔkɪ,́ páá-mɔ̃ ́  
BI bʊlɔḿɔ, bʊlɔ sɪɓ́ɪɪ́  
Notes   
 



1056 

VULTURE 
Defaka ɛdɛlɛ J 171, L 
NK adele  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛdɛlɛ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛdɛlɛ  

BL   
KI ɔdɛlɛ/ɛdɛlɛ  
NE ɔdɛlɛ ́  
AK ɔdɛĺɛ  
BU ɔdɛĺɛ ́  
OP ɔdɛĺɛ ́  
OY odelé  
ET odeleé  
EO ɔdɛĺɛ ́  
BA udélé  
KL   
AP odélé  
ID akalɪ  
OG akalɪ  
GM akala  
EG   
WO   
FU ugúru  
AR ugurí  
OB odele (ofonĩ  
OT   
OE odele  
ME odele  
KU odele  
KB odele  
WT odele  
ON odele  
IK odelé  
EK udelé  
KO udelé  
GB udelé  
OR ɔdɛlɛ  
AT edele  
BI odila, fɔt́ʊĺɔ ́  
Notes   
 



1057 

WAɪST 
Defaka   
NK kondu  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓírí, kunju  
Kalab a
rị 

konju  

BL   
KI ɓírí ?  
NE kondú  
AK kónṹ túgu  
BU kúnṹ tuu  
OP kónṹ tuu  
OY kunṹ tuu  
ET konu tuú  
EO kúnṹ túɣu  
BA kúnṹ tú  
KL   
AP kúnṹ túú  
ID konu  
OG konu (túɣũ  
GM konu tú  
EG   
WO   
FU kunu túú  
AR kunu  
OB konu túú  
OT   
OE konu  
ME konu  
KU tú  
KB ekókú tú  
WT konu túu  
ON sɛí́ tú  
IK tú  
EK tú ?  
KO túú  
GB bírí  
OR túú  
AT túú  
BI túú  
Notes *kõdu 1  
 



1058 

WAKE (V.I.):(V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK sisíe  
BD   
Ịb anị saɪ:́ sɪsáɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

sakɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɪśɛ ́  
NE sou, nãá  
AK hou  
BU sérí  
OP sérí  
OY serí  
ET serí  
EO sórí  
BA sórí  
KL   
AP sóú  
ID serí  
OG sou  
GM sori  
EG   
WO   
FU sorí  
AR kiri nã,́ sou  
OB serí  
OT   
OE serí  
ME serí  
KU sérí  
KB serií  
WT serí  
ON serí  
IK serí  
EK serí: tɪ ̃serí  
KO serí  
GB serí  
OR ɓónó ɗúó soríi  
AT sori  
BI soru  
Notes   
 



1059 

WALK (V.I.) 
Defaka yãã́ J 284 
NK mẽńdí  
BD   
Ịb anị wãŋ́gɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

mɛ̃ńjɪ ́  

BL   
KI wɛŋ́gɪ ́  
NE mɔñdɪ  
AK mɛndi  
BU wɔńɪ ̃ ́  
OP wɛńĩ ́  
OY wɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ET wɛńĩ ́  
EO wɔńɪ ̃ ́  
BA wɔńɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP wánɪ ̃ ́  
ID wɛnɪ  
OG wɛnɪ  
GM wɔnɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU wanɪ  
AR wɔnɪ  
OB wɛnɪ  
OT   
OE wɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ME wɛnɪ ̃ ́  
KU wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
KB wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
WT wɛnɪ ̃ ́  
ON wɛńĩ ́  
IK wɛńĩ ́  
EK wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
KO wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
GB wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
OR wɛńɪ!  
AT wɛńɪ ̃ ́  
BI wɔńʊ̃ ́  
Notes *w̃ãdɪ 2  
 



1060 

WALKING STICK 
Defaka   
NK kɔlɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị agbara  
Kalab a
rị 

ḿkpárá/ḿkpɪŕá/ḿkp
ɪŕa/* 

 

BL   
KI amgbaraá  
NE kɪã̃ɪ,́ akʊlá  
AK ikianĩí, akʊĺɔ  
BU ɔkɔĺɔ ́  
OP ɔkɔĺɔ ́  
OY akɔlɔ,́ kɪyánɪ  
ET ogbólo  
EO kɪýánɪ, akɔĺɔ,́ 

súwéí-ye 
 

BA ɔkpá, kɪá́nɪ, akɔĺɔ ́  
KL   
AP ɔkɔĺɔ ́  
ID ɔkpɔ, akɔlɔ  
OG ɔkpá, akɔlɔ  
GM dʊʊ ́ɔkpa, ɔkpá  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔkpɔ ́  
AR ɔkpɔ  
OB akɔlɔ  
OT   
OE akɔlɔ  
ME akɔlɔ  
KU akʊlɔ  
KB akʊlɔɔ ́  
WT akɔlɔ  
ON akɔlɔ  
IK ogbólo  
EK ugbéle  
KO ugbéle, ɔkɔlɔ ́  
GB ugbé↓lé  
OR kɪánɪ  
AT ógbóló, kɪyãã́n  
BI akʊlɔ  
Notes   
 



1061 

WALL 
Defaka jíka ɓaa 

jíka akparʊ 
J 94 (internal) 
        (external) 

NK wári akpani  
BD   
Ịb anị wárɪ ́↓ngása  
Kalab a
rị 

wárɪ ́á↓káká  

BL   
KI kikií  
NE kigí  
AK kígi  
BU wárɪ ́kigi, kígí  
OP kígí  
OY warɪ ́kigi  
ET kigií  
EO wárɪ ́kígi  
BA wárɪ ́kígí  
KL   
AP wárɪ ́kígí  
ID warɪ ózu  
OG warɪ ́agbaɣara/aka  
GM warɪ ágbaara  
EG   
WO   
FU warɪ óju  
AR gbẽĩ kiki  
OB ɪbara, warɪ ɪb́ara  
OT   
OE warɪ ́apa  
ME warɪ ́apa  
KU wárɪ ́akpʊkpa/ekoku  
KB wárɪ ́ikoku  
WT kigií  
ON wárí kigi  
IK kigií, wárí ákpakpa  
EK wárɪ ́akpakpa  
KO wárɪ ́ákpakpa  
GB wárɪ ́akpakpa  
OR wárɪ ́ókoni  
AT wárɪ ́kɔṍ/ózũ  
BI wárɪ ́kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
Notes   
 



1062 

WANT (V.T.) 
Defaka karamã J 317 want (desirẽ 
NK tá↓rí, ? (lɔkũ  
BD   
Ịb anị bií  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓi  

BL   
KI ɓií  
NE ɗɔgɪ ́  
AK ɗɔǵi  
BU tɔ̃,́ ɗɔʊ́ ́  
OP dɔú́  
OY dɔʊ ́  
ET ɗɔú  
EO dɔɣ́ɪ ́  
BA dóɣɪ ́  
KL   
AP dɔʊ́ ́  
ID dɔʊ  
OG dɔʊ/dɔɣʊ  
GM dɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU dɔʊ  
AR dɔʊ  
OB dɔʊ  
OT   
OE dɔʊ  
ME dɔʊ  
KU dɔʊ  
KB dɔʊ ́  
WT dɔʊ  
ON dɔu  
IK ɗɔú  
EK dɔʊ ́  
KO dɔʊ ́  
GB dɔʊ ́  
OR ɗɔʊ  
AT ɗɔʊ ́  
BI dɔɔ  
Notes *ɗɔkɪ 1  
 



1063 

WAR (N.) 
Defaka aʊ J 125 war, fight 
NK owu  
BD   
Ịb anị owuú/owu, ɔḿʊ̃ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

owu 
ɔḿʊ̃ ́

J 125 

BL   
KI owuú  
NE yoú, ɔmʊŋ̃gʊ  
AK yóu  
BU sʊʊ́ ́  
OP sɔ  
OY sʊʊ ́  
ET sɔɔ ́  
EO sʊɣ́ʊ,́ ogú, ɔmʊ̃ŋ́gʊ ́  
BA sʊɣ́ʊ ́  
KL   
AP sʊʊ́ ́  
ID sʊʊ, ogũ  
OG sʊɣʊ  
GM sʊʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU sʊʊ  
AR sʊɣʊ  
OB ogũ  
OT   
OE sʊʊ  
ME sʊ  
KU sʊ  
KB sʊ  
WT sʊ  
ON isɔ ̃  
IK sɔɔ ́  
EK sʊʊ ́  
KO sʊʊ,́ ɔgʊ̃ ́  
GB sʊʊ ́  
OR ɔḿʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
AT ámʊ̃ʊ́ ̃  
BI ámʊʊ̃̃́  ́  
Notes *ɔmʊg̃ʊ 2 **yɜwu 
 



1064 

WASH (BATHE) (V.I.) 
Defaka soro J 354 wash 

(body) 
NK ɓí↓rí T?  
BD   
Ịb anị bí↓rí  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓí↓rí  

BL   
KI ɓí↓rí  
NE mĩndí koro, ɓíri  
AK ɓíri  
BU ɓírí  
OP bírí  
OY birí  
ET ɓírí  
EO bírí  
BA bírí  
KL   
AP bénĩ ́bírí, sʊʊ́ŕɪ ́  
ID biri  
OG biri  
GM biri  
EG   
WO   
FU oju sɔɣɔŕɪ ?  
AR biri  
OB biri  
OT   
OE birí  
ME birí  
KU bírí  
KB bírí  
WT birí  
ON bírí, beni biri  
IK ɓírí  
EK bírí, beni birí  
KO bírí, beni birí  
GB bírí, beni birí  
OR ɓírí, ɓeni ɓíri  
AT bírí  
BI kúró  
Notes *(ɓẽdĩ ɓiri (1) 2  
 



1065 

WASH (CLOTH) (V.T.) 
Defaka suku J 353 wash (things) 
NK sɔɣ́ɔri/sɔḱɔrɪ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɣ́ɪrɪ/́sɪɪ́rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ↓́kɪŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɪḱɪ↓́rɪ ́  
NE pɔʊ ́  
AK pɔʊ́  
BU pɔ ́  
OP pɔ ́?  
OY pɔʊ ́  
ET pɔɔ ́  
EO pɔʊ́ ́  
BA pɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP pɔʊ́ ́  
ID pɔɔ/pɔʊ  
OG pɔʊ  
GM pɔʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɔʊ  
AR pɔʊ  
OB pɔʊ  
OT   
OE pɔʊ  
ME pɔʊ  
KU pɔɔ  
KB pɔʊ ́  
WT pɔʊ  
ON pɔ ?  
IK pɔɔ ́  
EK pɔɔ ́  
KO pɔɔ ́  
GB pɔʊ ́  
OR pɔɔ, bɛdɛ pɔɔ́  
AT pʊɔ  
BI sʊʊ́ŕʊ ́  
Notes *sɔkɔrɪ 3 

*pɔʊ 1 
PTR pole 'waschen' Heinẽ 243; Mande: 
Dzuun PS fòò; Mano pɛĺɛ,́  Ben pɔ ́wash 
(clothes) 

 



1066 

WASH (POTS) (V.T.) 
Defaka suku J 353 wash 

(things) 
NK sɔɣ́ɔri/sɔḱɔrɪ  
BD   
Ịb anị sɪɣ́ɪrɪ/́sɪɪ́rɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

sɪ↓́kɪŕɪ ́  

BL   
KI sɪḱɪ↓́rɪ ́  
NE sʊgɪrɪ ́  
AK hɔgɛŕɛ  
BU sɔɔ́ŕɪ ́  
OP sɔŕɪ ́?  
OY sʊʊrʊ ́  
ET sɔɔ́ŕɪ ́  
EO sɔɣ́ɔŕɪ ́  
BA sɔɣ́ɔŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP sʊʊ́ŕɪ ́  
ID sʊɣʊrɪ/sɔɔrɪ  
OG sɔɣɔrɪ  
GM sʊʊrʊ  
EG   
WO   
FU sɔɣɔrɪ  
AR sɔɣɪrɪ  
OB sʊʊrʊ  
OT   
OE sʊʊŕʊ ́  
ME sʊʊŕʊ ́  
KU sʊʊ́ŕʊ  
KB sʊŕʊ ́  
WT sʊʊŕʊ ́  
ON sɔŕɪ ?  
IK sɔŕɔ,́ sɔŕɪ ́?  
EK sʊʊ́ŕʊ ́  
KO sʊʊ́ŕʊ ́  
GB sʊʊ́ŕʊ ́  
OR sʊʊ́rɪ, ɓɛĺɛ ́sʊʊ́rɪ  
AT sʊʊ́ŕʊ  
BI sʊʊ́ŕʊ ́  
Notes *sɔkɔrɪ 3 Mundang cu u  ‘wash hands’ 63 Chãmba Leko sug M wash 
Ch. Daka suksi ML  
Pere sogdo L? 
Mumũye soke LL 
Boyd MS p.135 
 



1067 

WASP 
Defaka   
NK tõwĩ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

tõwĩ ́  

BL   
KI bʊ̃,́ toṹ  
NE otóŋgoi  
AK otṍŋoi  
BU tónwéĩ ́  
OP   
OY etẽwéi  
ET   
EO téĩ-́wéi  
BA   
KL   
AP téĩ-́wéí  
ID otõwĩ ́  
OG otõŋóí  
GM etĩwĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU tĩĩweí  
AR   
OB itõweĩ ́  
OT   
OE tõw̃ẽĩ  
ME tõw̃ẽĩ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK tõweĩ ́  
KO tõwéĩ ́  
GB tõweĩ ́  
OR ebũ  
AT kɪḿɪ ̃ ́tɪ ̃ ́yíĩ  
BI ɓe tɪɪ́ ̃  
Notes *otõgoi 4  
 



1068 

WATER 
Defaka mbɪá́ J 31 
NK mĩndi  
BD   
Ịb anị miŋgi  
Kalab a
rị 

minji  

BL   
KI mẽŋgí  
NE mĩndí  
AK mẽí́ndí/mẽńdi  
BU ɓénĩ/́ɓínĩ ́  
OP bénĩ ́  
OY binĩ ́  
ET ɓinĩ ́  
EO bínĩ ́  
BA bínĩ ́  
KL   
AP bínĩ ́  
ID beni  
OG beni  
GM beni  
EG   
WO   
FU binĩ ́  
AR binĩ ́  
OB beni  
OT   
OE beni  
ME beni  
KU beni  
KB beni  
WT beni  
ON beni  
IK ɓenĩ ́  
EK benĩ ́  
KO benĩ ́  
GB benĩ ́  
OR ɓeni  
AT ɓeni  
BI minĩ ́  
Notes *ɓẽdi 1  
 



1069 

WATER LETTUCE 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

púɓúró  

BL   
KI   
NE ekelúkelu-ɓá-ɓuru, 

aɓogoĩt́a 
 

AK ɓógoita  
BU ɔŕɔd́ɔ ́  
OP   
OY ɔrɔdɔʊ́  
ET   
EO itébétébe  
BA itébétébé  
KL   
AP ɔŕɔd́ɔʊ́ ́  
ID otobotóbo, tebe-tébé  
OG etebetébe  
GM itebetébe  
EG   
WO   
FU itebetébé  
AR tɪbɪ-tɪb́ɪ  
OB itebetébé  
OT   
OE etebetébe  
ME arɔrɔʊ  
KU arɔrɔ  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK ekérégu  
EK ekérégu  
KO ikérégu/ikéréku  
GB ekéré↓gú  
OR ɜtɜmũ  
AT ítú  
BI ítú  
Notes   
 



1070 

\WATER-POT 
Defaka    ḿbɪá́ ɓórú J 67 water pot? 
NK kúkú/kúɣú     
BD      
Ịb anị  ŋ�gú¹   ¹See below 
Kalab arị kúkú     
BL      
KI kúkú ŋǵú    
NE kugu ingu²  apáta³ ²tobacco pipe, 

flue ³half-filled 
with water for 
drumming dic     

AK kugu  ibée   
BU kúú     
OP  ongú    
OY  ungu    
ET  ungú    
EO kúɣú ungú  ɔkɪt́ɪ ́  
BA    ɔkɪt́ɪ ́  
KL      
AP kúú     
ID   ebe   
OG   ebe   
GM   ebe 

binĩ ́ébe 
  

EG      
WO      
FU   ebe   
AR   ebe   
OB  ungu    
OT      
OE  ongú    
ME  ongú    
KU  ongú    
KB  engú    
WT  engú    
ON  ongú    
IK  ungú    
EK      
KO kúú ungú  búú4 4archaic 
GB  ungú    
OR kṹṹ     
AT   eɓele   
BI   eɓila   
Notes *kukũ 2 

 
*ĩgu 
Also: a set of water-pots, tuned with water inside, up to seven, beaten on the 
mouth with a fan of dried plantain leaves 

 



1071 

WATER SPIRIT 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ówú, miŋgi owúu  
Kalab a
rị 

ówú  

BL   
KI mãmĩẃɔta, ají saka  
NE mãmĩ ́wɔt́a, owu amã-n-oŋgú,*  
AK oru, mẽndi-óŋgu  
BU bínĩ ́oru  
OP bénĩ ́↓órú, bénĩ ́↓éré  
OY binĩ ́teme  
ET ɓeni oruú  
EO bénĩ ́kɪḿɪ ̃,́ mãḿĩẃata  
BA bínĩ ́oru  
KL   
AP bénĩ ́oru  
ID beni óru, mãmĩ ́wɔtá  
OG benĩ ́emi oru, mãmĩ ́wɔtá  
GM beni óru  
EG   
WO   
FU beni wéí  
AR benĩ ́eru  
OB beni óru  
OT   
OE beni oru, mãmĩ ́wɔta  
ME beni orú  
KU beni oru  
KB beni orú  
WT beni orú  
ON mãmĩ ́wata  
IK ɓeni ereé, mãmĩẃata  
EK beni orú  
KO beni orú  
GB beni orú  
OR ɓeni éru  
AT ɓeni ɓile óru  
BI mãmĩ ́watá,minĩ ́ɓílé opukɪmɪ ̃  
Notes   
 



1072 

WATER-SIDE 
Defaka   
NK pɔḱú ɓée  
BD   
Ịb anị miŋgi aká  
Kalab a
rị 

pɔḱʊ ́ sú↓kú, minji 
sú↓kú 

 

BL   
KI pɔḱʊ ́  
NE pɔgʊ (ɓɪɓɪ,̃ mĩndí 

ɓɪɓɪ/akaka 
 

AK pɔgʊ  
BU pɔʊ́ ́  
OP pɔʊ́ ́  
OY pɔʊ  
ET pɔú́  
EO pɔʊ́ ́  
BA pɔʊ́ ́  
KL   
AP pɔʊ́ ́  
ID pɔʊ bɔlɔ/bʊlɔ  
OG pɔɣʊ/pɔʊ (bʊlɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM pɔʊ bɔlɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU pɔʊ  
AR pɔʊ  
OB pɔʊ bʊlɔʊ  
OT   
OE pɔʊ ́bʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
ME pɔʊ ́  
KU pɔʊ́ ́bʊĺɔʊ́ ́  
KB pɔʊ́ ́  
WT pɔʊ ́  
ON pɔú́  
IK pɔú́  
EK pɔʊ́ ́  
KO pɔʊ́ ́(bɔĺɔʊ́)́  
GB pɔʊ́ ́  
OR pɔʊ́ ́kúɓo  
AT pɔḱɔɔ́, pɔḱɔ ́kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BI púkúu, púkú kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
Notes *pɔkʊ 2  
 



1073 

WAVES 
Defaka   
NK férʊ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị isíi  
Kalab a
rị 

ɔnɔŋgɔ/ɔnʊŋ̃gɔ  

BL   
KI ámbʊŕá  
NE ɔnʊŋ̃gɔ,́ ímburú 

ɔńʊŋ̃gɔ ́
 

AK ɔnɔ̃ńɔ  
BU ɔdʊẃɔ̃ ́  
OP ɔdúwɔ̃ ́  
OY adʊwɔ̃-́amã, imirĩ̃  
ET aduɔ̃ ́  
EO ɔdʊẃɔ̃ ́  
BA ɔdʊɔ́̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɔdʊɔ́̃ ́  
ID ɔdʊŋ̃ɔ ̃  
OG ɔdʊŋ̃ɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM tɔrʊ sou  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔdʊɔ́,̃ imeerĩ̃  
AR imeɣerĩ̃, emeɣerĩ̃, 

ɔdʊɔ́ ̃
 

OB ɔd ɔ ̃  
OT   
OE adɔ̃ẃɔ ̃  
ME ad ɔw̃̃ẽĩ  
KU adʊɔ́ ̃  
KB adʊɔ́ ̃  
WT adɔʊ̃ ̃  
ON adu ɔ ̃  
IK adɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK ɔdʊŋ̃ɔ̃ʊ̃ ́  
KO ɔdʊɔ̃ ́  
GB ɔdʊŋ̃ɔ̃  
OR sori ɓéni  
AT (ɓenĩ opóko  
BI ópúká  
Notes *ɔɗʊg̃ɔ(ʊ/̃ ɔɗɔg̃ɔ(ʊ ̃1  
 



1074 

WEAVE (NET) (V.T.) 
Defaka  luo J 348 weave (cloth) 
NK dó↓rí   
BD    
Ịb anị dó↓rí   
Kalab a
rị 

ɗó↓rí   

BL    
KI ɗó↓rí   
NE ɗorí   
AK ɗóri   
BU ɗérí   
OP dérí   
OY derí   
ET ɗérí   
EO dórí   
BA dórí   
KL    
AP dórí   
ID dori   
OG dori   
GM dori   
EG    
WO    
FU dori   
AR dori   
OB deri   
OT    
OE derí   
ME derí   
KU dérí   
KB dérí   
WT derí   
ON dérí   
IK ɗérí   
EK dérí   
KO dérí   
GB dérí   
OR ɗórí   
AT ɗórí   
BI dórú   
Notes *ɗori 3 

 
PWS lù, lùà flechten, weben  
PPAB -lʊ̰ŋ̃kʊ plait 
Abuan ló weave  
BLR dʊk L 1177 plait 

 

 



1075 

WEAVE (ROPE) (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK pipiɣinã ?  
BD   
Ịb anị pá↓rɪ,́ árídírí ↓párɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pá↓rɪ ́  

BL   
KI pá↓rɪ,́ ɗíkí párɪ ́  
NE kṹ, parɪ ́  
AK pári, hãŋ́a  
BU kṹ  
OP   
OY koṹ  
ET   
EO kóṹ  
BA kóṹ, dákɪ ́  
KL   
AP dórí, dágɪ ́  
ID kũ, daɪ/dakɪ  
OG daɣɪ, kũ  
GM dori, oró  
EG   
WO   
FU kũ, dakɪ  
AR kũ, dakɪ  
OB kũ, daa  
OT   
OE kuṹ, daɪ ́  
ME daɪ ́  
KU kṹ  
KB dáɪ ́  
WT daɪ ́  
ON   
IK   
EK kṹ, daɪ ́  
KO kṹ, dáɪ ́  
GB dérí, kṹ  
OR ɗíí ɗóri, dãɪ́-̃daɪ ̃  
AT ɗórí, ókṹ  
BI dórú  
Notes   
 



1076 

WEAVER 
Defaka   
NK dó↓rí-ɓɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị dó↓rí-ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

yé ɗórí-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɗó↓rí-ɓɔ ́  
NE ye ɗori-ɓɔ, ɗorí-ɓɔ  
AK ɗori-ɓɔ ́  
BU ɗérí-wéí  
OP iyí dérí-bɔ/́éré/kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
OY iye deri kɪmɪ ̃  
ET í ɗerí kɛḿɛ̃/́ówéí  
EO iyé dórí-bɔ ́  
BA yé dórí-bɔ/́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP iyé dórí wéí/áráʊ ́  
ID iye dori-bɔ  
OG bɪdɛ dórí wei/araʊ  
GM ye dori-wei  
EG   
WO   
FU ye dori-bɔ  
AR   
OB ye deri-mɪñɪ ̃kɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE eyé dérí-bɔ/kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME bɪdɛ deri-bɔ  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK yí ɗérí kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
EK yé dérí kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KO dérí kɪḿɪ ̃/́ówéí/éré  
GB yí dérí-bɔ ́  
OR iyé ɗóri kɪmɪ ̃  
AT yí ɗórí-wéi/-árɔɔ́  
BI yé 

dórú/kɪḿɪ ̃ɪ́/ówéi/* 
 

Notes   
 



1077 

WEED (V.T./VP) 
Defaka   
NK gbɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ísé  
Kalab a
rị 

 kɔrɪ, ɛśɪ ̃ ́  

BL   
KI ɪśɪ ̃ ́  
NE ɪsɪ,́ sogu, kpurú  
AK ihɛɛ́  
BU síí, kírí sii  
OP otúgó dɔńɔ̃ ́?  
OY dʊnʊ,̃ fɛfɛ ́  
ET síí ?  
EO síɣí, fɛ-́fɛ ́  
BA dɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP síí, kɛḱɛ,́ fɛf́ɛ ́  
ID dʊnʊ,̃ dɪ ̃  
OG tuka dʊnʊ,̃ dɪ ̃  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU dɪɪ̃ ̃  
AR dɪ ̃  
OB dʊnʊ,̃ dɪ ̃  
OT   
OE dʊnʊ̃ ́  
ME dʊnɔ̃ ́  
KU túó dʊńʊ̃ ́  
KB dɪ ̃,́ gbúgbó  
WT   
ON túɔ ́dɛ̃ ́?  
IK túgó dúnɔ̃ ́  
EK dʊńʊ̃ ́  
KO túó dʊńʊ̃,́ kpó-kpó  
GB kírí dɛɪ ̃  
OR túɜ ́kpʊḱpɔ  
AT awɛrɪ  
BI zɪ ̃ ́  
Notes   
 



1078 

WELL 
Defaka ḿbɪá́ abanã J 98 well  [water-

pit?] 
NK mɔ̃ńdi  
BD   
Ịb anị esiɓe  
Kalab a
rị 

suɓe/suwe  

BL   
KI tíɓé  
NE túɓo  
AK túɓo  
BU túɓo  
OP ogúgú  
OY binĩ ́zuu ogugu  
ET oguguú  
EO beni zúu ogugu  
BA ogúgú  
KL   
AP díbé  
ID dibe  
OG dibe  
GM dibe  
EG   
WO   
FU ogugu  
AR ɔgɔdɔ  
OB dibe  
OT   
OE olómṹ  
ME olómṹ  
KU olómṹ  
KB olómṹ  
WT olómṹ ógúgú  
ON beni zuu ogugu  
IK oguguú, ɓeni 

oguguú 
 

EK beni ogúgú  
KO elémṹlémũ  
GB ogugú  
OR túɓo  
AT ɓʊʊ́  
BI bʊʊ́,́ minĩ ́bʊʊ́  
Notes *etiɓe 2  
 



1079 

WEST 
Defaka   
NK órúá súɔ ãŋga  
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɪ↓́rʊá́ tuú ↓kóró/↓kúró  

BL   
KI ɪ↓́rʊá́ sɔ ́jʊ,́ *  
NE ɪrʊa sʊɔ ãŋga/dʊ  
AK ɛwura/iwura huɔ 

ãŋã/dɔ 
 

BU ɪwʊŕáʊ ́sʊɔ́ ́ãŋ́gá  
OP úwʊŕáʊ ́sʊɔ́ ́yɔ/́ãŋ́gá  
OY ʊraʊ sʊwɔ ãŋga  
ET uráú súɔ ́ãŋ́gá  
EO wʊŕáʊ ́sʊɔ́ ́yãŋ́ã ́  
BA agbálá sʊɔ ãŋã  
KL   
AP wʊŕáʊ ́sʊɔ yɔ ?  
ID erẽ̃ĩ koro yɔ  
OG erẽ̃ĩ koro yɔ  
GM erẽ̃ĩ koro zɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU erẽ̃ĩ zʊʊ sʊɔ  
AR   
OB erẽ̃ĩ koro-mɪñɪ ̃ɔkʊ  
OT   
OE ɔwʊŕá kóró yɔ-́mɛ  
ME erẽ̃ĩ́ ́koro yɔ  
KU   
KB ɔrá sʊɔ akʊ  
WT bɛɪ̃ ̃ḿɔ̃ ́  
ON uwúráú súɔ ́ãŋ́gá  
IK uráú súɔ ́ãŋ́gá  
EK ʊráʊ ́íyérí ãŋ́gá  
KO ʊráʊ ́sʊɔ́ ́ãŋga  
GB iyérímɔ̃ ́ãŋga  
OR ɔẃárá vii ága/ɜgɜ  
AT érẽ̃ĩ́ ́sɔt́ɛ ́ága  
BI abʊ dʊʊ́, énĩ ́ yérí 

yéga 
 

Notes   
 



1080 

WET, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka ɓuɓu J 249 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị pisi  
Kalab a
rị 

pisí  

BL   
KI pisí, mẽŋgi-mẽŋgí  
NE pisí, lɔḱpɔ  
AK ipíhi  
BU písí  
OP písí, kpótókóo  
OY bosú  
ET pesií  
EO púsí  
BA púsí, bósú/bósí  
KL   
AP bósú  
ID bozu/bosi  
OG bosi/bosu  
GM bosu  
EG   
WO   
FU bosu  
AR bosu  
OB bosú  
OT   
OE bosú  
ME bosú  
KU bosu  
KB bósí, dɔd́ɔ ́  
WT bosí  
ON pisí  
IK pisií  
EK pusií  
KO pisí  
GB pusú  
OR ɓʊrʊ (tú-yẽ  
AT ɓile  
BI bile  
Notes *pesu ? 1  
 



1081 

WHAT? 
Defaka taá J example 19 
NK teé  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛ nyɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tié  

BL   
KI ce yé  
NE téi  
AK téi ye  
BU téí ye  
OP téí, téí nɛ  
OY teí ye, téí yɛ ́a  
ET teí  
EO téɣé iye  
BA téí ye-ye  
KL   
AP teé ye  
ID teí ya o, té iye  
OG téi ye a  
GM téi ya  
EG   
WO   
FU téi ya  
AR té ya  
OB téi ye  
OT   
OE te yé ni  
ME tei ye, tei yá o  
KU teí nɪ  
KB óteí nɛ  
WT óteí nɪ  
ON téi (nĩ  
IK teí ya  
EK te yé, teé ki yo  
KO tié = te yé  
GB teí yaáa  
OR teé kɛ  
AT te mɪñɪ ̃áa  
BI tiyáa  
Notes *teɣe/tee 1  **tɜɣɜ 
 



1082 

WHEN? 
Defaka   
NK ndi ɔḱu  
BD   
Ịb anị te sáa  
Kalab a
rị 

tɔ sá↓kɪ ́  

BL   
KI ndé sɪkɪ  
NE tɔ ́ifie  
AK té ifiye  
BU tɪɛ́ ́ifie  
OP tíɛ ́ifie ?  
OY tɪyɛ ́kiri  
ET tiɛ ifié  
EO tɪɛ́ ́kiri/ifiye  
BA tɪɛ́ ́kiri/ifie  
KL   
AP térífie  
ID té ifie, téri taɪ ̃  
OG tɛrɪ ɪtamɪ ̃ya  
GM té ifie  
EG   
WO   
FU té kiri  
AR téí kiri  
OB ĩndé ifie/taɪmɪ ̃  
OT   
OE ɪndɪ séri nɪ, ɪndɪ 

ifíye ya 
 

ME ɛndɪ taɪ,̃ tɪ seri  
KU tɪ serí  
KB óte séri nɛ  
WT ote serí  
ON tɔ ́ífie  
IK tie ifie yáa  
EK dẽŋí seri (kĩ  
KO te ifíe, dẽŋí ifie  
GB dẽŋĩ ífie aáa  
OR idífie, idáawa  
AT de ifíé ya  
BI inɗógua  
Notes   
 



1083 

WHERE? 
Defaka   
NK ndí↓ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛŋ̃ga = te 

ãŋgáa/ŋgáa 
 

Kalab a
rị 

tãŋgá↓á=tɔ ãŋgá↓á, 
tɔ yɔ↓́ɔ ́

 

BL   
KI ndeé ju  
NE tɪɔ́, tɔd́ʊ, tãŋ́ga  
AK tí yɔ  
BU tɪɛ́ ́yɔ  
OP tíɛ ́yɔ  
OY tiyɛ ́yɔ  
ET tiɛ yɔ ́  
EO tɪɛ́ ́yɔ  
BA tɪɛ́ ́yɔ  
KL   
AP térí yɔ  
ID té yɔ  
OG tɪ ́jɔ/tʊ ́zɔ  
GM té jɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU té zʊwa  
AR tée jɔ  
OB téi yɔ, ɪndɛɪ́ yɔ  
OT   
OE ɪndɪ yɔ ́ka  
ME ɛndʊɔ, tɪɔ  
KU tɪ yɔɔ ́  
KB ɔt́ɪɔḱɛ  
WT tɪɔ ́  
ON tɔ ́yɔ  
IK tiɛ yáa = tiɛ yɔ ́a  
EK dẽŋĩ/te yɔ ́kɔ  
KO dẽŋĩ/te yɔɔ́  
GB dẽŋí yɔ aáa ?  
OR ɛdɪǵa  
AT de gáa, deé ɓɪra  
BI inɗé nã/bira, nãnãá  
Notes *teɣe yɔ 1 2 what place? 
 



1084 

WHETSTONE 
Defaka   
NK lúbárí  
BD   
Ịb anị dápɪŕɪ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɗʊɓ́árɪ, ogie farɪ 
ɗʊɓ́arɪ 

 

BL   
KI ɗʊṕárɪ ́  
NE ogidí farɪ-ye, kʊrɔ-́

ye 
 

AK hari-ye  
BU fárɪ-́yé  
OP ogídí fáréí  
OY ɪtɪtá  
ET   
EO ɪtɪt́á  
BA ɪt́ɪt́á ?  
KL   
AP ɪtɪt́á  
ID po yé  
OG po yé  
GM po-yé  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔpɪa/ogidi fárɪ-ye  
AR po yé  
OB pou-yé  
OT   
OE pou-ye  
ME pou ye  
KU po(ũ yé  
KB lɛ-yɛ,́ pou-yɛ ́  
WT pou yé  
ON   
IK   
EK fárɪ-́yé  
KO fáríí, lɛí/lɛɛ-yeé  
GB yí kʊŕɛɪ́,́ fárɪ-́yí  
OR íku-yé  
AT yí fárɪ-́yɛɛ́  
BI yé fárɪ-́yée  
Notes   
 



1085 

WHITE, BECOME (V.ADJ.) 
Defaka pɛnɛ J 241 
NK pí↓nã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị pɪ↓́nã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

pɪ↓́nã ́  

BL   
KI pɪ↓́nã ́  
NE pɪnã,́ páa  
AK pínã  
BU pɪńã ́  
OP pínã ́  
OY pɪnã ́  
ET pínã ́  
EO pɪńã ́  
BA pɪńã ́  
KL   
AP pɪńã ́  
ID pɪnã  
OG pɪnã  
GM pɪnã  
EG   
WO   
FU pɪnã  
AR pɪnã  
OB pɪnã  
OT   
OE pɪnã,́ fʊfʊf́ɔ ́  
ME pɪnã ́  
KU pɪnã ́  
KB pɪńã ́  
WT pɪnã ́  
ON pínã ́  
IK pínã ́  
EK pɪńã ́  
KO pɪńã ́  
GB pɪńã ́  
OR pánã ́  
AT pɪńã ́  
BI pɪńã ́  
Notes *pɛnã 3 

**pɛnã 
Mundang pɛŋ 

 



1086 

WHITLOW 
Defaka   
NK sie  
BD   
Ịb anị elo á↓ká  
Kalab a
rị 

ógíóN↓gíó,ɓá↓rá tárɪ-́
á 

 

BL   
KI óké ɔ↓́hɪá́  
NE otosi, seí-ye, seí-

wei, * 
 

AK otosi, nõĩ you, ɓara 
héi-mɔ 

 

BU ɔtɔśɪ ́  
OP ɔtɔ ́  
OY ɪtɔsɪ ́  
ET   
EO ɪtɔśɪ ́  
BA ɪtɔśɪ,́ 

kókólógbɪńówei ? 
 

KL   
AP ɪtɔśɪ,́ apɔɪ́-́wei  
ID ɔtɔśɪ ́  
OG ɔtɔsɪ  
GM ɪtɔfɪ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU iyowei, ɪtɔsɪ/́ɪtɔfɪ ́  
AR ɪtɔfɪ ́  
OB ɔtɔsɪ  
OT   
OE atɔśɪ  
ME atɔśɪ  
KU atɔśɪ  
KB atʊʊ ́  
WT atʊ ́  
ON atɔ ́  
IK ɔtɔ ́  
EK ɛtʊ ́  
KO ɛtʊ ́  
GB ɛtʊ ́  
OR ɓárá óvi  
AT avʊ̃ŋ́gɔ-wei  
BI dɛmɓa  
Notes   
 



1087 

WHO? 
Defaka tárɪ J example 19 
NK tuɓɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊwɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tʊɓɔ/́tʊwɔ ́  

BL   
KI tʊɓɔ ́  
NE tʊɓ́ɔ  
AK tʊb́ɔɔ́, túɓɔ  
BU tʊɓ́ɔ ́ɓɔ  
OP tʊb́ɔ ́  
OY tʊbɔɔ́, tʊbɔ ́nɪ  
ET tuɓɔ kɛɛ ́  
EO tʊb́ɔ ́  
BA tʊb́ɔɔ́  
KL   
AP tʊbɔ/́ɪtʊb́áa ?  
ID tʊb́a o  
OG tʊbɔ a  
GM tʊbɔ a o  
EG   
WO   
FU tʊbáa  
AR tʊbáa  
OB tʊbɔ ́kɛ  
OT   
OE tʊwɔ kɔ ́nɪ  
ME tʊɔ ká o  
KU tʊbʊ ká nɪ  
KB ɔt́ɪba ká nɛ, tɪba káa  
WT tʊbaká  
ON túbɔ ki (nĩ ?  
IK tuɓɔ kɛ nɛ̃ɛ́  
EK tʊbáa  
KO tʊbá  
GB tɪbáa  
OR tɔɓɔ  
AT taɓáa  
BI tɪɓáa  
Notes *teɣe ɓɔ 1 -  
 



1088 

WHY? 
Defaka   
NK teé gó↓sí  
BD   
Ịb anị te gósi  
Kalab a
rị 

tiye gotɛ,́ tie ɛrɛśɪ  

BL   
KI ce góse (sɪbɪ ̃  
NE téi tugu, téi nɛ, 

tɔt́ugu 
 

AK téí ye, téi nɛ  
BU té kɛ ɗuo  
OP téí tu  
OY té kɛ duwó nɪ  
ET téi  
EO téi tu ?  
BA tɛɪ́ ́kɛ duo  
KL   
AP té yé tuu nɪ  
ID té zɛ a o  
OG téi zɛ  
GM téi ya  
EG   
WO   
FU té ye tʊʊ́ ́wa  
AR téi kɛ  
OB tɪ ́kɪ duó nɪ  
OT   
OE te kɪ ́duó nɪ  
ME te tú a o  
KU tɪ ́ya o  
KB óte yí bɛbɛ ́ nɛ, óte 

yí kɛ 
 

WT ó teí nɛ  
ON tɔb́íra, téí túu (nɛ ̃  
IK tei tú áa, teí áa  
EK te túú nɪ  
KO te tuú, te tu kɔɔ́  
GB te túú aáa ? 
OR ɛdɔḿɔ ̃paamã  
AT te mɪñɪ ̃áa  
BI tiyé tuwa  
Notes   
 



1089 

WIDE, BE(COME) (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK fĩndi, waɣala  
BD   
Ịb anị finji  
Kalab a
rị 

finjí  

BL   
KI finjií  
NE fíndi  
AK híndi, (kuɓũ híndi  
BU fínĩ ́  
OP fínĩ,́ bɛŕí  
OY (kubú) finĩí  
ET finĩí́, ɓɛrií  
EO fínĩ ́  
BA fínĩ ́  
KL   
AP fínẽĩ́ ́  
ID finĩí́  
OG finĩí́  
GM finĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU finĩ ́  
AR finĩ ́  
OB finĩí́  
OT   
OE finĩí  
ME finĩí́  
KU finĩ ́  
KB finĩí́  
WT finĩí́  
ON finĩ ́  
IK finĩí́, bɛrií  
EK finĩ ́  
KO finĩí́  
GB finĩ↓́í  
OR finĩí  
AT funṹu  
BI funṹu  
Notes *finĩ-́i 5  
 



1090 

WIDTH 
Defaka   
NK kúɓú-fĩndi  
BD   
Ịb anị fĩndi  
Kalab a
rị 

finjí, finji-mã ́?  

BL   
KI kúɓú, finjí  
NE kuɓu-fíndi  
AK kuɓu (híndĩ  
BU fínĩ ́  
OP fínĩ ́  
OY finĩí  
ET finĩ ́  
EO kúbú fínĩ ́  
BA kúbú fínĩ,́ fínĩ ́  
KL   
AP fínẽĩ́ ́  
ID finĩ ́  
OG finĩ ́  
GM finĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU finĩ ́  
AR finĩ ́  
OB finĩí́  
OT   
OE finĩí́  
ME finĩí́  
KU finĩí́  
KB finĩí́  
WT finĩí́  
ON finĩ ́  
IK finĩ ́  
EK finĩ ́  
KO kúbú  
GB kúbú  
OR finĩí  
AT funṹu  
BI funṹu  
Notes *finĩ-ĩ 5  
 



1091 

WIFE 
Defaka taa J 179, L 
NK taa, i taá  
BD   
Ịb anị ta  
Kalab a
rị 

ta-ɓɔ, ta  

BL   
KI taá  
NE tá  
AK táa  
BU tá  
OP tá  
OY ta  
ET i taá, inĩ ́tá_  
EO tá  
BA tá  
KL   
AP tá  
ID ta, ɛ tá, ɛnɪ ̃ ́ ere (-

araʊ ̃
 

OG ɛ tá  
GM ɛ tá  
EG   
WO   
FU ta, ere  
AR ere, ɛ tá  
OB taa  
OT   
OE ta  
ME eré, ta  
KU ta  
KB ta  
WT ɪ ta  
ON ta  
IK taá  
EK taá  
KO taá  
GB taá  
OR ta  
AT ta, ɪ tá  
BI ta-ɓɔ, ta  
Notes *taa 1 

**taa 
 

 



1092 

WIND 
Defaka ɪḿɪɔ̃ J 114 
NK férí  
BD   
Ịb anị fɔŕʊ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɛŕʊ ́  

BL   
KI fɔŕʊ ́  
NE ɛfɛrʊ(-mã)  
AK ɛhɛru  
BU ɛfɛŕʊ,́ kʊŕɔ ́ɛfɛrʊ 

 
ɛfɛŕʊ(́fɔ̃ʊ́̃)́ ‘breeze’? 

OP afɛŕú  
OY afɔrʊ  
ET afɔŕú kálá fɔru ‘breeze’ 
EO ɛfɛŕʊ ́ kálá ɛfɛrʊ ‘breeze’ 
BA ɛfɛŕʊ,́ kʊŕɔ ́ɛfɛrʊ  
KL ɛfɛŕʊ ́  
AP ɛfɛŕʊ ́  
ID ɛfɛrɪ  
OG ɛfɛrɪ  
GM ɛfɛrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU ɛfɛrʊ (-mã)  
AR ɛfɛrʊ  
OB ɛfɛrɪ, kʊrɔ ɛf́ɛrɪ  
OT   
OE afɔŕɪ ́  
ME afɔŕɪ ́ lalá fɔrɪ ‘breeze’ 
KU afɛŕɪ ́  
KB afɛŕɛ ́  
WT afɔŕʊ ́  
ON afɔŕú emũmũ ‘breeze’ 
IK ɔfɔŕú/afɔŕú  
EK ɛfɛŕʊ ́  
KO ɛfɛŕʊ ́ emũmṹ ‘light breeze’ 
GB ɛfɛŕʊ ́  
OR fɔŕɪ ́  
AT fɛŕʊ,́ fɔ̃ʊ́̃,́ ekimũ  
BI fɔ̃ ́ ɛf́ɛŕʊ ́‘breeze’ 
Notes *ɛfɛrʊ 2  
 



1093 

Wine 
Defaka ilo J 38 wine (general) 
NK oru  
BD   
Ịb anị iru  
Kalab a
rị 

iru  

BL   
KI iruú  
NE irú  
AK wúru  
BU wúrú  
OP wúrú  
OY wurú  
ET uruú  
EO wúrú  
BA wúrú  
KL   
AP wúrú  
ID wuru  
OG wuru  
GM wuru  
EG   
WO   
FU wuru  
AR wuru  
OB wuru  
OT   
OE wuru  
ME wuru  
KU oru  
KB oruú  
WT ouruú  
ON wuru  
IK beke wúru  
EK uruú  
KO uruú  
GB wurú  
OR wuru  
AT oru  
BI iru  
Notes *iwuru ? ɪj -r- = Defaka -l- 
 



1094 

WING 
Defaka ápá J 150, L 
NK ápá loan from Defaka 
BD   
Ịb anị apile  
Kalab a
rị 

pãmba  

BL   
KI pãmbaá  
NE pãmbá  
AK pámba  
BU apɪńã ́  
OP apínã ́  
OY apelé  
ET apinãã ́  
EO ofónĩ ́ápámã ́  
BA pámã ́  
KL   
AP apámã ́  
ID apɪmã  
OG apɪmã  
GM pɪmã  
EG   
WO   
FU (a)pamã  
AR pamã  
OB apele  
OT   
OE apele  
ME apele  
KU apile  
KB apoloó  
WT apele  
ON ofónĩ ́ápélé  
IK apínã ́  
EK ofónĩ ́ ápʊŕãʊ́̃,́ 

apʊŕaʊ̃ ́
 

KO ofónĩ ́ápólóú ?  
GB apɪnã ́  
OR apanã ́  
AT awɪỹ ̰ɛ ̃ ́ápánãá, apanã  
BI awʊm̃ɛ̃ ́ápɪńãá  
Notes *pãba 1  
 



1095 

WIPE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK síɣiri  
BD   
Ịb anị sií  
Kalab a
rị 

siĩ ́  

BL   
KI gú↓ró ?  
NE kʊɔ ́  
AK kúwɔ  
BU tɔĺɔ-́mɔ̃,́ kʊɔ́ ́  
OP kúɔ ́  
OY kʊwɔ ́  
ET kúɔ ́  
EO kʊẃɔ ́  
BA kʊɔ́ ́  
KL   
AP kʊɔ́ ́  
ID kʊɔ  
OG kʊɔ  
GM kʊɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU kʊɔ  
AR kʊɔ  
OB kʊɔ  
OT   
OE kʊɔ ́  
ME kʊɔ,́ li-mɔ  
KU kʊɔ́ ́  
KB gbã, kʊɔ́ ́  
WT kʊɔ ́  
ON kuɔ  
IK kúɔ ́  
EK kʊɔ́ ́  
KO kʊɔ́ ́  
GB kʊɔ́ ́  
OR vɪã́, kʊɔ́/́kʊɔ́  
AT kʊɔ́ ́  
BI kɔ  
Notes *kʊwɔ 1  
 



1096 

WIRE 
Defaka   
NK n dála  
BD   
Ịb anị wáya  
Kalab a
rị 

mkpála  

BL   
KI ɪńjá↓lɪ ́  
NE ɪndálaɪ  
AK ikpɔrɔ  
BU ɪndálɪ, wáya  
OP ĩndáli  
OY wáya, ɪndɪyálɪ  
ET ĩndáli  
EO ɪkpʊŕʊ,́ wáya  
BA ɪkpʊŕʊ,́ wáya  
KL   
AP wáya  
ID wáya  
OG ayɔ  
GM ayɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU beké dii  
AR wáya  
OB ayɔ ́  
OT   
OE dii, beke dii  
ME wáya  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON ĩndiáli  
IK ĩndáli-ye  
EK beke ɪgbá  
KO ɪndálɪ  
GB wáya  
OR wáya  
AT wáya  
BI wáya  
Notes   
 



1097 

WITCH 
Defaka ɪýɔŕɔ↓́-tí J 202  
NK (arɪ-ɓɔ/owoi/-ara)  
BD   
Ịb anị arɪ-ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

arɪ-ɓɔ ́  

BL   
KI arɪ-ɓɔɔ ́  
NE kumṹ gʊɔ-ɓɔ, arɪ-́

ɓɔ, * 
 

AK gʊɔ-ɓɔ  
BU póú éré, ɗírí gʊɔ́ ́éré  
OP dírí gúɔ-́bɔ ́  
OY diri gʊwɔ kɪmɪ ̃  
ET ɗírí gʊɔ́ ́  
EO dírí gʊɔ́ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA dírí gʊɔ́-́bɔ/́ówéí/-

árá 
 

KL   
AP dírí gʊɔ́-́wéí  
ID fiĩ/́fõĩ  
OG diri kɔrɪ kɪmɪ ̃  
GM foĩ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU fuĩ(́-araʊ ̃  
AR foĩ ́  
OB diri gʊɔ owei  
OT   
OE dirí gʊɔ́ ́éré  
ME dirí gʊɔ́-́áráʊ/́éré/*  
KU póú  
KB póú  
WT poú  
ON dírí éré/ówéí  
IK póú  
EK póú  
KO póú éré/kɪḿɪ ̃/́ówéí  
GB póú  
OR arɪ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
AT sei ɗiri-mɔ-

arɔɔ́/owéi/kɪḿɪ ̃
 

BI ándɛ ́ ebi-á 
ɔrɔrɔ/owei 

 

Notes *arɪ-ɓɔ/kɪmɪ ̃1 -/2  
 



1098 

WITH (ME) 
Defaka   
NK nã/nã ́  
BD   
Ịb anị (ɪ ̃nã-nã  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪnɪ ̃nã,́ (ɪ ̃nã ́  

BL   
KI -nã  
NE (ɪ)́ nã  
AK (ĩ nãá  
BU (nɪ ̃ɪnɪ ̃ńɪ ̃?  
OP ɓáɪ ́mɔ-mɔ  
OY (ɪ ̃mɔ̃-́mɔ  
ET (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
EO (ɪ ̃mɔ̃ ́  
BA (ɛ ̃mɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɛ mɔ̃-́mɔ  
ID (ĩ mɔ-mɔ  
OG (ɪ ̃mɔ̃/́(ɛ ̃mɔ̃-́mɔ  
GM (ɛ ̃mɔ̃-́mɔ  
EG   
WO   
FU (ɛ ̃mɔ̃-́mɔ  
AR ɛ mɔ̃ ́  
OB (ɛ ̃mɔ̃-́mɔ  
OT   
OE (ɛ ̃mɔ-mɔ  
ME (ẽ mɔ-mɔ  
KU ɛ mʊ-̃mɔ  
KB (ɛ ̃mʊ-̃mɔɔ ́  
WT (ɛ ̃mʊ-̃mɔ  
ON (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ  
IK (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
EK (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
KO (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
GB (ɪ ̃mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
OR ɛ mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
AT ɪ mɔ-mɔ̃ ́  
BI ɪ mɔ̃,́ ɪ mɔ  
Notes   
 



1099 

WOMAN 
Defaka ɛśɛ↓́rɛ ́tí J 179  
NK ɛŕɛ-́ɓɔ↓́ɔ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɔŕʊ-́ɓɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɛŕɛ-́bɔ ́  

BL   
KI éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́ɓɔ  
NE iyɔrɔ-ɓɔ ́  
AK iyɔrɔ-ɓɔ  
BU éré kɪḿɪ ̃,́ éré-árá  
OP éré-ɛŕɛ,́ éré (-bɔ)́  
OY ere kɪmɪ ̃  
ET arɔŕɔ, éré-árá  
EO ɪyɔŕɔ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
BA ɪyɔŕɔ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɪyɔŕɔ ́kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ID ɪyɔrɔ kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
OG ɪyɔrɔ kɪḿɪ ̃  
GM ɪyɔrɔ kɪmɪ ̃ ́  
EG   
WO   
FU ɪyɔrɔ-bɔ  
AR ɪyɔrɔ kɪmɪ ̃  
OB ere  
OT   
OE ɪyɔŕɔ ́éré/kɪḿɪ ̃ ́  
ME ɛyɔŕɔ,́ eré  
KU erérá  
KB eré(-rá)  
WT eré  
ON éré  
IK éré  
EK éré  
KO eré (-áráʊ)́  
GB eré  
OR éré  
AT arɔŕɔ, érémẽt́u  
BI éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ɪ́  
Notes *yere/ere 2  
 



1100 

WOMB 
Defaka   
NK tɔɣʊ ́ákpa  
BD   
Ịb anị tʊwɔ akpáa  
Kalab a
rị 

iyi akpá  

BL   
KI yilá KI dic 
NE di ákpa  
AK di ákpa  
BU zí tuu  
OP zíí ↓túú  
OY zií yɔ  
ET   
EO zi yɔ ́  
BA zíí ógugu  
KL   
AP bírí bólóú  
ID zii yɔ/́ógugu  
OG zii zɔ ́  
GM zi tú  
EG   
WO   
FU zii yé  
AR zií ufuro  
OB bʊʊ yɔ  
OT   
OE zii yɔ  
ME zii yɔɔ ́  
KU tʊbɔʊ wɛrɪ yɔ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK zii akpá  
KO tɔbɔʊ wɛrɪ yɔ,́ zii 

yɔɔ/́ɔbʊǵʊ 
 

GB zii yɔ  
OR iyɛɛ ́yɔ  
AT tɔɓɔ gbá/wɛrɪ yɔɔ  
BI tʊɓɔ gbɛ/́wɔŕɪ ́yɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



1101 

WOMEN 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ɛŕɛ-́mã-́apʊ, ɛŕɛ-́ápʊ  
Kalab a
rị 

éréme  

BL   
KI éré-mɪñɪ ̃-́apʊ  
NE ɪyɔrɔ-oŋgu, ere-mã  
AK ere-mõ, iyɔrɔ-oŋgu  
BU éré-ámɔ̃/́-otu  
OP éré-ámɔ̃,́ éré-ótú  
OY ere-otu  
ET   
EO ɪyɔŕɔ-́yóú  
BA iyóróú  
KL   
AP ɪyɔŕɔ-́ábʊ ́  
ID ɪyɔrɔ-otu/abʊ  
OG ɪyɔrɔ-abʊ  
GM ɪyɔrɔ-otu  
EG   
WO   
FU iyɔrɔ-abʊ  
AR ɪyɔrɔ-abʊ  
OB ɪyɔrɔ-otu  
OT   
OE ɪyɔŕɔ-́ótú  
ME ɪyɔŕɔ ́éré-ámã ́  
KU eré-ámã ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK éré-á-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
KO eré-amã, eré-á-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
GB eré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃ ́  
OR éré-mã  
AT éré-mẽt́úu-a-mɪñɪ  
BI éré-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́á-mɪñɪ  
Notes   
 



1102 

WORK (N.) 
Defaka ɔḱʊ́ɔ̰ ̃ ́ J 124 
NK firi  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪrɪ  
Kalab a
rị 

kɔrɪ nãmã,́ fɪrɪ  

BL   
KI fɪrɪ ́  
NE fɪrɪ ́  
AK hɛŕɛ  
BU fɪŕɪ ́  
OP fɛrɛ  
OY fɪrɪ ́  
ET fɛrɛɛ ́?  
EO fɪŕɪ ́  
BA fɪŕɪ ́  
KL   
AP fɪŕɪ ́  
ID fɪrɪ  
OG fɪrɪ  
GM fɪrɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU damã  
AR damã  
OB fɪrɪ  
OT   
OE fɪrɪ  
ME fɪrɪ  
KU fɪrɪ  
KB fɪrɪɪ ́  
WT fɪrɪ  
ON fɛrɛ  
IK fɛrɛɛ ́?  
EK fɪrɪ ́  
KO fɪrɪ ́  
GB fɪrɪ ́  
OR fɪrɪ  
AT fɪrɪ  
BI nyɛɛɛ́  
Notes *fɪrɪ 1  
 



1103 

WORLD 
Defaka   
NK ogɔnɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị tominĩ ́kirí  
Kalab a
rị 

tomi kí↓rí  

BL   
KI sɛ ́kíri  
NE sɛ-gbɔrʊ ́  
AK sɛgbɔru  
BU sɛ ́gbɔŕʊ ́  
OP akpɔ,́ sɔǵbɔŕú  
OY ayé, akpɔ,́ sɛgbɛrʊ  
ET akpɔɔ ́  
EO sɛǵbɔŕʊ,́ ayé, akpɔ ́  
BA sɛǵbɛŕʊ,́ ayé  
KL   
AP sɛǵbɛŕʊ ́  
ID akpɔ  
OG akpɔ  
GM opu kíri, amã kiri  
EG   
WO   
FU akpɔ  
AR akpɔ  
OB ayé  
OT   
OE akpɔ  
ME akpɔ  
KU akpɔ  
KB akpɔɔ ́  
WT akpɔ  
ON akpɔ  
IK akpɔ ́  
EK ɔkpɔɔ ́  
KO akpɔɔ/́ɔkpɔɔ ́  
GB ɔkpɔɔ ́  
OR sɛ ́kíri  
AT wárɪ ́ózúũ  
BI akpɔ  
Notes   
 



1104 

WORM 
Defaka   
NK nsɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị kírí ó↓dódo, árɪŕɪ,́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪsõ, arɪ↓́kwɔ,́ 
atagbalɪgbalɪ 

 

BL   
KI ɪsɔɔ̃̃,́ átagbalágbala-

ɓa 
 

NE sɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
AK ɔhɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
BU sɔ̃ ́  
OP sɔ̃ ́  
OY ɪsɔʊ̃̃ ́  
ET sɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EO ʊsɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
BA ɪsɔ̃ ́  
KL   
AP ɪsɔ̃ʊ́̃ ́  
ID ɪsɔʊ̃,̃ dɔɔ  
OG ɪsɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM ikoló  
EG   
WO   
FU íkoló, isɔʊ̃̃ ́  
AR lɔbɔ ́  
OB dɔʊ  
OT   
OE dɔʊ ́  
ME dɔɔʊ́  
KU dɔɔ  
KB ɔdɔ ́  
WT odɔʊ́ ́  
ON isɔ ̃  
IK sɔɔ̃̃ ́  
EK sɔʊ̃̃ ́  
KO sɔɔ̃̃ ́  
GB sɔʊ̃̃ ́  
OR ɛdɪy ̰ɔʊ̃ ̃  
AT azɔ ̃  
BI ajɔ  
Notes *ɪsɔʊ̃ ̃1  
 



1105 

WORSHIP (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK té↓ké  
BD   
Ịb anị tɛ↓́ɣɛ/́tɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

tɛ↓́kɛ,́ sú-sú  

BL   
KI tɛ↓́kɛ ́  
NE karɪ ́  
AK kári  
BU kárɪ ́  
OP   
OY karɪ ́  
ET   
EO kárɪ ́  
BA   
KL   
AP kárɪ ́  
ID karɪ  
OG karɪ  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU gaa  
AR sibe, sĩ  
OB karɪ  
OT   
OE karɪ  
ME karɪ  
KU kárɪ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK kárɪ ́  
KO karɪ ́  
GB karɪ ́  
OR karɪ  
AT tɛḿɛ̃ ́  
BI kalɪ  
Notes   
 



1106 

WRAP (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK gbé↓ĩ ́?  
BD   
Ịb anị fɪ↓́nã ́  
Kalab a
rị 

fɪ↓́nã ́  

BL   
KI kaká ?  
NE kpolú, kpólu  
AK ɓakála  
BU mãŋ́gálá ?  
OP   
OY fɪnã,́ mãalá  
ET   
EO fɪńã,́ mãɣ́álá  
BA mãɣ́álá  
KL   
AP mãá́lá  
ID mãɣala/mãala  
OG mãɣala/mãŋãla  
GM mãala  
EG   
WO   
FU mãala/mãŋãla  
AR mãɣala  
OB mãala  
OT   
OE mãalá  
ME mãála  
KU gbínĩ ́  
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fɪńã ́  
KO fɪńã,́ kʊt́á  
GB apʊ ́  
OR fánã ́  
AT kʊt́á  
BI kʊt́á  
Notes   
 



1107 

WRESTLE (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK kín da sai  
BD   
Ịb anị (ḿgbá) fúɣú/fúú  
Kalab a
rị 

égelege sɔ ́  

BL   
KI ḿgbá  
NE fugú-ya  
AK you húwɔ, hugu-yáa  
BU ãndá  
OP ãndá  
OY ãndá  
ET ãndá  
EO ãndá  
BA ãndá  
KL   
AP ãndá  
ID ada/ãnda  
OG ada  
GM ada  
EG   
WO   
FU ada  
AR ada  
OB ãnda  
OT   
OE ãndá  
ME ãndá  
KU ãndá  
KB ãndá  
WT ãndá  
ON ãndá  
IK ãndá  
EK ãndá  
KO ãndá  
GB ãndá  
OR owu  
AT owú  
BI owu  
Notes   
 



1108 

WRING (WET CLOTH) (V.T.) 
Defaka imi J 355 
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ímĩ-́mãá  
Kalab a
rị 

iwĩ-mã ́  

BL   
KI imi-mã ́  
NE imĩ,́ fãŋgalá  
AK ɓakála  
BU fãŋ́ã ́?  
OP   
OY fãã  
ET   
EO fãŋ́ã ́  
BA   
KL   
AP fãŋ́ã ́  
ID fãŋã  
OG fãŋã  
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU fãŋã  
AR   
OB fãŋã  
OT   
OE fãã ́  
ME fãã ́  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK fãŋ́ɛ ́  
KO pɪṕɪ,́ fáãĺá, fã,́ fãŋ́ã ́  
GB fãŋ́ã ́?  
OR imi  
AT   
BI   
Notes   
 



1109 

WRIST 
Defaka   
NK ɓára kɔŋgɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓárá ↓kɔŋ́gɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓárá ↓kɔŋ́gɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɓárá ↓kɔŋ́gɔ ́  
NE ɓará kɔŋgɔ  
AK ɓara kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ/̃yáĩḿɔ  
BU ɓárá tɔrʊ  
OP bírá tɔru  
OY bɪrá tɔrʊ  
ET   
EO bɪŕá tɔŕʊ  
BA bɪŕá kɔ̃ŋ́ɔʊ̃ ̃  
KL   
AP bɪŕá tɔĺɔ ́  
ID bɪra tɔlʊ ́  
OG bɪra kɔ̃ŋ́ɔʊ̃ ̃  
GM bɪra kɔ̰́ɔ ̃  
EG   
WO   
FU bɪra kɔ̃ŋ́ɔ ̃  
AR bɪra kɔ̃ ́  
OB bɪra tɔĺʊ ́  
OT   
OE bɪrá tɔlʊ  
ME bɪrá tɔrʊ  
KU bɪrá tɔrʊ ́  
KB bɪŕá tɔrʊ  
WT bɪrá tɔrʊ ́  
ON bírá tɔrʊ  
IK ɓárá tɔru  
EK bárá tɔrʊ  
KO bárá tɔŕʊ  
GB bárá ↓tɔŕʊ  
OR   
AT ɓárá tɔŕɪ  
BI bɪŕá tɔŕʊʊ́  
Notes *ɓara kɔg̃ɔ 3 1 arm neck 
 



1110 

WRITE (V.T.) 
Defaka   
NK gẽĩ  
BD   
Ịb anị gɛ↓́ɛ/́gɪ↓́ɛ/́kɛ↓́ɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

kɛ↓́ɛ/́gɛ↓́ɛ ́  

BL   
KI gɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃ ́?  
NE gɛ ́  
AK gɛɛ́  
BU gɛ ́  
OP gɛ ́  
OY gɛɛ ́  
ET gɛɛ ́  
EO gɛɛ́ ́  
BA gɛ ́  
KL   
AP gɛɛ́ ́  
ID gɛɛ, puu  
OG gɛɛ, puu  
GM gɛ  
EG   
WO   
FU puu, gɛɛ  
AR pu  
OB gɛɛ, puu  
OT   
OE gɛɛ  
ME gɛɛ ́?  
KU gɛ ́  
KB gɛɛ ́  
WT gɛ  
ON gɛ ́  
IK gɛɛ ́  
EK gɛɛ ́  
KO gɛɛ ́  
GB gɛɛ ́  
OR gɛ ̃  
AT gɛ  
BI gɛ  
Notes *kɛɪ̃/̃gɛɪ̃ ̃1  
 



1111 

YAM 
Defaka í↓nĩ ́ J 40 
NK ɓuru  
BD   
Ịb anị ɓuru  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓuru  

BL   
KI ɓurú  
NE ɓurú  
AK ɓúru  
BU ɓúrú  
OP búrú  
OY burú  
ET ɓuruú  
EO búrú  
BA búrú  
KL   
AP búrú  
ID buru  
OG buru  
GM buru  
EG   
WO   
FU buru  
AR buru  
OB buru  
OT   
OE buru  
ME buru  
KU buru  
KB burú  
WT buru  
ON buru  
IK ɓuruú  
EK burú  
KO burú  
GB burú  
OR ɓuru  
AT ɓuru  
BI buru  
Notes *ɓuru 1  
 



1112 

YAM HEAP (MOUND) 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị   
Kalab a
rị 

ɓuru mkpú, kpolí  

BL   
KI ɓuru kirí  
NE ɓurú tiri  
AK hogu kiri ?  
BU ɓúrú tunu  
OP búrú ↓ɔd́ɔú́  
OY burú utu  
ET abuɔ ́  
EO búrú itu/utu  
BA   
KL   
AP búrú túú  
ID   
OG   
GM   
EG   
WO   
FU buru bʊḱʊ  
AR buru túu  
OB bʊʊ  
OT   
OE buru bʊɔ  
ME buru bʊɔ  
KU buru bʊ  
KB buru bʊʊ ́  
WT buru bʊʊ ́  
ON buru bɔ  
IK ɓuru aɓɔɔ ́  
EK bʊʊ ́  
KO (burũ bʊʊ ́  
GB bʊʊ ́  
OR ebinĩǵa  
AT ɗámã ́bʊʊ́  
BI buru bʊʊ́, dɪḿã ́bʊʊ́  
Notes   
 



1113 

YAWN (V.I.) 
Defaka   
NK awã (n.)  
BD   
Ịb anị amũá/amʊá̃  
Kalab a
rị 

awuãã ́  

BL   
KI awuã ́  
NE áuũ  
AK éũ  
BU aṹ mɪ ̃ɛ́ ́  
OP áṹ pɛńɪ ̃ ́  
OY aũ  
ET aũ pɛnɛ̃ ́  
EO áṹ  
BA áṹ  
KL   
AP aũ  
ID aũ  
OG auũ  
GM aũ  
EG   
WO   
FU awũ  
AR aũ  
OB awuṹ  
OT   
OE awuṹ  
ME awuṹ  
KU awũ  
KB anwũ  
WT awuṹ  
ON aṹ  
IK aṹ  
EK auṹ  
KO aṹ  
GB aṹ  
OR ɜmũ  
AT awʊm  
BI awã  
Notes *aw̃ũã 1  
 



1114 

YAWS 
Defaka   
NK n nɔ̃ ́  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪkara/ɪḱárá ?, 

ndaḿ ? 
 

Kalab a
rị 

ɓekin-nã ́obi  

BL   
KI obií  
NE óbió  
AK obíyo  
BU ovĩ/́ovúyṹ  
OP ovúyɔ̃,́ akɛt́ɛ ́  
OY ovĩ ́  
ET ɔviɛ̃ ́  
EO ovĩ ́  
BA ovĩ ́  
KL   
AP ovĩ ́  
ID ovĩ  
OG ovĩ  
GM ovĩ  
EG   
WO   
FU ovĩ  
AR ovi  
OB ovĩ  
OT   
OE ovĩ  
ME ovĩ  
KU ovĩ yo ?  
KB ɛzáɪ, oviĩ ́  
WT ovĩ  
ON ovĩ  
IK oviĩ ́  
EK ɪzáɪ ́  
KO ɪzáɪ, ovĩ ́  
GB ɪzáɪ ́  
OR kálá awʊḿã-ye  
AT egeda, ámã ́ɪɓ́ʊ-́yíi  
BI ejeda  
Notes  Cf. Ẹdo òfí 
 



1115 

YEAR 
Defaka ɔĺɔɔ́ J 129 
NK kúrá  
BD   
Ịb anị kʊŕá  
Kalab a
rị 

kʊŕá  

BL   
KI kʊŕá  
NE kʊra  
AK kurai  
BU kʊŕáɪ ́  
OP kúráí  
OY kʊraɪ  
ET kúráí  
EO kʊŕáɪ ́  
BA kʊŕáɪ ́  
KL   
AP kʊŕáɪ ́  
ID kʊraɪ  
OG kʊraɪ  
GM kʊraɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU kʊraɪ  
AR kʊraɪ  
OB kʊraɪ  
OT   
OE kʊraɪ  
ME kʊráɪ ́  
KU kʊraɪ  
KB kʊŕáɪ ́  
WT kʊráɪ ́  
ON kúráí  
IK kúrái  
EK kʊŕáɪ ́  
KO kʊŕáɪ ́  
GB kʊŕáɪ ́  
OR kʊŕá  
AT kʊŕá  
BI kʊŕá  
Notes *kʊraɪ 2  
 



1116 

YELLOW 
Defaka   
NK ifɔnĩ ́ífɔnɪ  
BD   
Ịb anị odo  
Kalab a
rị 

odo  

BL   
KI odoó  
NE ɓɛkɛ,́ ɛbʊbʊ ́  
AK odódo, ɓɛkɛ  
BU ɓálá-ɓálá, odó, *  
OP ondó  
OY ondó  
ET ondoó  
EO odón  
BA odón  
KL   
AP odón  
ID odõ  
OG odõ  
GM odõ  
EG   
WO   
FU odo  
AR odo  
OB odõ  
OT   
OE ondo  
ME   
KU ondo  
KB odoón  
WT ondo  
ON ondo  
IK ondoó  
EK aguṹ, odoó  
KO odõ odón/odoón, 

epé 
 

GB odoón  
OR odo-ódo  
AT ɔĺʊḿɔ̃ ́  
BI odõ, yɛĺo  
Notes  *õdõ 1 But cf. Igboid òdò ̰ 
 



1117 

YESTERDAY 
Defaka   
NK buba  
BD   
Ịb anị bɪáa/bɪá  
Kalab a
rị 

ɓɪɛ̃↓́ɪ ̃/́ɓɪɛɪ́ ̃  

BL   
KI ɓɪáa  
NE ɓɔgɔ-tɛ ɓɪɓaɪ  
AK ɓɔgɔ-tɛ ɓiɓai/ɓuɓai  
BU ɓɔɔ́-́ɗɛɪ́ ́ɓʊɓ́áɪ ́  
OP bɔ-́ɗɛí búbáí  
OY bɔ-́dɛi baɪ, abɔb́aɪ  
ET ɓɔ-ɗɛi ɓuɓaí  
EO bɔ-́tɛɪ́ ́bʊb́áɪ ́  
BA bɔɣ́ɔ-́tɛɪ́ ́báɪ ́  
KL   
AP mɪ ̃ ́bɔɔ́-́dɛɪ baɪ  
ID bɔɔ-dɛ erẽ̃ĩ  
OG mɪ ̃bɔɣ́ɔ-́dɛ erẽ̃ĩ  
GM bɔɔ-dɛ baɪ  
EG   
WO   
FU bʊbaɪ ́  
AR abʊbáɪ  
OB bɔɔ erẽ̃ĩ, abʊbaɪ ́  
OT   
OE mɛɛ ́bɔɔ́-́dɛ ́báɪ-́mɛ  
ME abɪb́aɪ, mɛɛb́ɔb́aɪ  
KU abɪb́aɪ  
KB abʊb́aɪ  
WT abɪb́aɪ ́  
ON bʊbai  
IK ɓɔ-́ɗéí ɓúɓáí  
EK bʊbaɪ ́  
KO bʊbaɪ,́ bɔɔ́-́dɛɪ́ ́báɪ ́  
GB bɪbaɪ ́  
OR ɓɛɪ́-́mʊ̃ńʊ̃ ́ɓʊɓ́aɪ  
AT ɓɛɛśɪ ́ɓé yáa  
BI bɪyáa, bɪyá gile  
Notes *aɓɪɓaɪ ? 4  
 



1118 

YOUNG 
Defaka   
NK ásháawɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ɪẃɔ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

ɪẃɔ ́  

BL   
KI ɪẃɔ ́  
NE ɪwɔ  
AK aháwɔ, iwɔ  
BU záɪ-́záɪ ́  
OP ɔsɪá́  
OY kalá, asɪyaɪ  
ET asɪá́  
EO ɔsɔẃɔ ́  
BA ɔsɔẃɔ,́ ɔsɪá́ɪ,́ kálá  
KL   
AP ɔsɪýáɪ ́  
ID kala pózi/pósi  
OG kala  
GM kala  
EG   
WO   
FU kala  
AR kala, posi (tɔbɔ̃ʊ́ ̃  
OB posi  
OT   
OE kalá  
ME asɪýáɪ,́ kalá  
KU asɪýaɪ  
KB asɪýaɪ  
WT kalá, asɪýaɪ  
ON asɪá́  
IK záɪ-́záɪ ́  
EK asɪá́  
KO ɔsɪá́/asɪá́  
GB ayá  
OR ɔśhɪá́  
AT ásáɪ ́  
BI áyá  
Notes   
 



1119 

YOUTH 
Defaka   
NK ásí-awɔ  
BD   
Ịb anị ásá tʊẃɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ásámbɪŕɪḿã ́  

BL   
KI ásá-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́ɓɔ/tɔkʊ  
NE asáwɔ tɔgʊ  
AK aháwɔ  
BU ɔsɪá́ tʊɓ́ɔʊ  
OP ɔsíyá (túɓɔú́)  
OY kalá asɪyaɪ  
ET asíá tuɓɔú  
EO ɔsɔẃɔ ́tɔbɔʊ, ɔsawá  
BA ɔsɪá́ɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɔsɪýáɪ ́  
ID kala pósi tɔbɔ, 

ɔsɪyaɪ ́
 

OG kala pósi tɔbɔʊ  
GM ɔsɪáɪ ́tɔbɔ, kula pósi  
EG   
WO   
FU ɔsɪýáɪ ́  
AR posi tɔbɔ ́  
OB owei tʊb́ɔʊ  
OT   
OE kalá tʊbɔʊ  
ME asɪá́ tʊbɔʊ/pesi  
KU asɪá́ɪ ́tʊbɔʊ  
KB asɪáɪ tʊbɔ  
WT asɪá tʊbɔ  
ON asíá kɛḿɛ̃ ́  
IK asíá tuɓɔú  
EK asɪá́ tʊbɔʊ  
KO ɔsɪá́/asɪá́ tɔbɔʊ ́  
GB ɔsɪá́ɪ ́tʊbɔʊ ́  
OR awʊḿã, ɔshɪá́ tɔbɔʊ ́  
AT ásáɪ ́tɔɓ́ɔ  
BI ásáa tʊɓ́ɔɔ́  
Notes   
 



1120 

YOUTHS 
Defaka   
NK   
BD   
Ịb anị ásá awɔ  
Kalab a
rị 

ásámbɪŕɪḿã,́ ásáw  

BL   
KI ásá-mɪ ̃ńɪ ̃-́áwɔ  
NE asáwɔ  
AK (kala) aháwɔ  
BU ɔsɪá́ ɔẃɔʊ́  
OP posí  
OY ɔsɪyaɪ  
ET   
EO ɔsɔẃɔ ́  
BA kálá ɔẃɔʊ́,́ ɔsɪýaɪ ́  
KL   
AP ɔsɪýáɪ ́ɔẃɔʊ́ ́  
ID kala pózí  
OG kala pósí  
GM kala pósi-abʊ, 

ɔsɪyaɪ-abʊ 
 

EG   
WO   
FU ɔsɪyaɪ-abʊ  
AR   
OB kalá owei ɔwɔʊ-amã  
OT   
OE kalá awɔʊ, asɪýáɪ-́

ámã ́
 

ME asɪýáɪ ́awɔʊ-amã  
KU   
KB   
WT   
ON   
IK   
EK asɪá́ ɔwɔʊ  
KO ɔsɪýaɪ,́ posí  
GB ɔsɪá́ɪ ́ɔwɔʊ-mɔ̃ ́  
OR   
AT   
BI ásáá tʊ-́ɓɔ-́mɪñɪ  
Notes   
 



1121 

ZINC 
Defaka   
NK wári baɣu álala  
BD   
Ịb anị ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
Kalab a
rị 

agbagba  

BL   
KI ɔf́ɛŕɛ/́ɛf́ɛŕɛ ́  
NE ɛfɛrɛ-yaɪ  
AK ɛhɛrɛ-ye  
BU ɛfɛŕɛ-́yé  
OP afɛŕɛ-́yáɪ ́  
OY alɛlɛ,́ afɛrɛ-ye  
ET alalaá  
EO ɛfɛŕɛ-́yé, alɛĺɛ ́  
BA ɛfɛŕɛ-́yé, ɛfɛŕɛ ́  
KL   
AP zɪńkɪ  
ID ɔkaɪ ̃  
OG ɔkaɪ ̃  
GM akpúmóokú, *  
EG   
WO   
FU zínki, kpánʊ,̃ *  
AR warɪ kákí kpanʊ,̃ 

abalamãḱu 
 

OB ɔkaɪ ̃  
OT   
OE zínki, alɛĺɛ,́ afɛŕɛ ́  
ME alɛĺɛ,́ afɛŕɛ ́  
KU afɪŕɛ ́  
KB alɪĺɪ ́  
WT alɛĺɛ ́  
ON afɛŕɛ ́yá-yí  
IK alalaá  
EK alalá  
KO alalá, ɛfɛŕɛ ́  
GB alalá  
OR agbʊgba  
AT agbagba  
BI agbʊgba, zɪ ̃ŋ́gɪ, alɪlá  
Notes   
 
 


