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1. Introduction

The Ega language is spoken in western Cote d’Ivoire, as an enclave language among Kru speakers. It has
been investigated by Rémy Bole-Richard (1983, ms.) and more recently by a project led by Dafydd Gibbon
(). Ega has been considered a threatened language, although it now seems likely that there are more speakers
than previously thought.

Bole-Richard & Lafage (1983) argue that Ega is a Kwa language on the basis of lexicostatistics and they
include it in a set with other Kwa languages in Cote d’Ivoire. Although the maximum lexicostatistic
percentage with any individual language is only 13%, they give Ega 35% with the group as a whole. Ega
frequently shares a common root with only one other Kwa language.

The text notes that Ega is in other ways exceptional. It has a very complete set of alternating V-prefixes on
nominal stems, more closely resembling Bantoid languages than its immediate neighbours, as well as a
complete set of fortis/lenis oppositions in voiced consonants. The nominal prefixes do suggest that Ega is a
Niger-Congo or even an East Volta-Congo language, but the evidence is less than compelling that it is
closely related to the Kwa languages.

In this analysis', most of the original transcriptions are preserved as presented in the texts. Bole-Richard's
transcriptions have undergone minor modifications, however.

Bole-Richard This paper
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Ega examples in the Comparative Kwa wordlist have the additional symbols 11 and T which are reproduced
here, but their example interpretation is unclear.

Abidji Kwa Eotile Kwa
Abron Kwa Erusu Edoid
Abure Abouré Kwa Godié Kru
Adyukru Adioukrou Kwa Guro Mande
Agni Kwa Igala Y oruboid
Aizi Kru jrewe Kru
Alladian Kwa Koyo Kru

Attié Kwa Mambila Mambiloid
Avikam Kwa Mbatto Kwa
Batu Tivoid Neyo Kru
Baule Baoule Kwa Nnakenyare Dakoid
Bete Kru Nyabwa Kru

Bete of Guiberoa Kru Nzema Kwa
Buru Tivoid Tepo Kru

Dan Mande Yangkam Tarokoid
Dida Kru

Table 1 is a wordlist of Ega sorted by English gloss and divided into a number of fairly large categories. It
will be clear from this that there is a substantial section of the ‘core’ vocabulary that has no evident source.
Parallels with other phyla are noted in the comments column®. It is also clear that, contrary to the claim in
Bole-Richard (1983), there are clear Kru cognates in areas of ‘core’ vocabulary.

' Thanks to Kay Williamson (1) for comments on a preliminary version
*The list was also compared with Gur from Mensah & Tchagbale (1983) but without uncovering a single evident
common form.
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Table 1. Analysis of Ega data

English gloss

Ega citation

External parallel (if any)

Body Parts

arm
back
beard
belly
blood
body
bone
brain
breast

buttocks, anus

cheek
chest
chin
ear
eye
faeces

fart
finger
flesh
foot
forehead
hair

hair of head
hand
intestines
head
heart
jaw

knee

leg
liver
mouth
mucus
nail
nose

nostril
neck
penis
pus
saliva
scabies
scarification
shoulder
skin
stomach
sweat
tears
thigh
tongue

owla
igwiié

Iva /a-
anagiy

asd
istukpa /a-
iku

aveli

na

ate
aghigby
édégbé /a-
Tmava /a-
elowa a-
efi /e-
imni

umilise
eta /1-
€na
ibébe
igbede
uloIO /e-
unuldls
ikasa
mamni
inu /a-
ekpoyroé
dgbap
ono /i-

dwe
Icd
dma
k3
itonu
inési

enuvo
ugwe
ewli
iféni
amadu
epi

ani
odagbla
dyro
3gU /1-
Iwiwa
ams
Ips /1-
eno /i-

? cf. Proto-Ijo bara,

cf. Dida and other Kru va
#la- ‘intestine’ + 3gU ‘stomach’

cf. common Kru kpa/kwa/kla but also Niger-Congo #-ku.

cf. Alladian gna, Eotile &ng, and Kru: e.g. jrewe pése but also in
Dakoid, e.g. Nnakenyare nesa

cf. Abron tii, Eotile eyite,

cf. Godié, Bete (Kru) gbugbu

cf. Neyo (Kru) digblé also Kwa, Abure &d4,

cf. Alladian emwa bu (‘'mouth-stone')

cf. Nyabwa loku,

cf. Dida nni, Neyo pli, Abure amlf, Eotile mi but an Atlantic-Congo
root of the form (m)-bin (W.). Also cf. Proto-Ijo b1,
? cf. Abure mfiT,

cf. Avikam £ni, but this is Niger-Congo #-na for ‘meat’.

cf. Attié gbi, Abbey gbéni,

cf. Tepo 14 pupu,

head+ hair

cf. Dan (Mande) K3, also Baule sa4,

cf. Nzema apalg reflecting Niger-Congo root #-na, #-la

cf. Adyukru nuay, Tepo Iu, but also Niger-Congo roots #-lu-
cf. Aizi pro,

widespread forms in EBC e.g. Mambila na2 Buru e-ni /a-nu, Batu -
nun /a-
cf. Attie wg,

cf. Mbatto 6mé, Alladian Emwa, but also Aizi mu,

? cf. g3,

cf. Alladian atawro,

cf. Alladian nnye but also Kru: Tepo nég nostril' and Mande e.g. Guro
né

'nose-hole’

cf. Ebrie 4bwa, Avikam awdba, if C; was originally a labial-velar

cf. Eotile ¢wra, Nzema towalg,

cf. Abidji riff,

'mouth-water'

cf. Alladian ewri, Avikam éfra,
cf. Dan (Mande) gu, Mbatto 6ko, Abbey opu,
? cf. Abidji lowo,

Widespread in Benue-Congo, e.g. Igala 3-p4a, Erusu i-kpa
? cf. Eotile 4n¢, Abure nang, and similar forms.
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English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)
tooth enuma /a- nominalisation of 'to bite', widespread Niger-Congo #-lum-
urine ilokpa /a- .

vagina enrofi cf. Alladian es€ nevri,

voice Umana /e-

wound, sore b3 /a- ? cf. Abidji IGbGmU,

People

baby ofi welégkpa

chief odlonitd

child, son ofi /e-

co-wife adsda

family itopu /a-

father 3t /-ma cf. Dida to,

female nagp /1-

friend dgwayt cf. Neyo Beyi perhaps ? Nzema eg3wd,

girl esuwokpé .

grandparent RiR) cf. Ebrie &,

husband ogbi see 'man'

honky otrukpofi

in-law dbo /e-

landlord (h6te)  olugbofi

leper oku gbUgbi = ‘sickness-red’

man ogbi .

mother ana cf. Neyo n¢, Attie ng, Abbey nJ, Igbo nné etc. Niger-Congo root #-na
nephew ogwe /e-

old person sgléglénaa

older brother ogbitdyT

person naa cf. Aizi na but Niger-Congo root #-ni-, -nu- (W. )
rich man Jnigbi /e-

sister anayufi

slave Uba /e-

stranger elughé

twins elofle /a-

uncle (maternal) 3dabu

wife JsI /e- see ‘woman’

witch 3doz160

woman JsI /e~ cf. Avikam, Krobu si

young girl eswekpe /a-

young man onima /e-

younger brother  Ib&tUyT

Animals & parts

agama lizard ewlégbi .

animal, meat ena /1- cf. Ebrie £n4 but a Niger-Congo root #-na(ma)
animal sp. G

animal track udu /e- o

ant esisiakpa cf. Ebrie &sisre,

ant of corpse ugofé

antelope sp. edi /a-

anthill I igole

anthill II idilu /a-

bat dla /1-

bee, honey élovle /i- probably a compound. ? cf. Neyo (Kru) lovue, Aizi lu
bird enakpitkpa ‘'animal + x' but see Nyabwa nekpeée,

bird sp. ete

buffalo ggl cf. Ebrie go, Krobu gbrs,
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English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

bushbaby Tvala /a-

bushpig Ivagh) /1-

butterfly ofifi /i-

‘carp’ Td3kpa cf. Ebrie kpékpe,

cat nanuna cf. yrewe (Kru) pag,

catfish

chameleon glimyo cf. Dida glimio, and similar forms in other Kru

chicken uwla

civet cat ublo /e-

claw iténu

cock owla 'gbi chicken + male

cockroach IVIVI .

COW edo /i- cf. Ebrie édwa byeé, Adykuru id,

crab xa cf. common west Kru #ka but similar roots widespread in Niger-Congo

crocodile I Iwa ? cf. Alladian eva,

crocodile 11 ekpake cf. Dida kpaké, Koyo kake,

Crow dabsly

dog Uve /e- cf. Aizi (Kru) ve though both could be related to Mande-Congo #-bu

donkey aflamua common regional term, e.g. Baule afliimii, Aizi afrumu,

duck

earthworm ufré cf. Attie hrJ, Abbey ru,

egg o

electric catfish 0ddigbs cf. Abidji, Adyukru didib),

elephant £te /a- cf. Avikam étri, Eotile £su, but also Kru, Aizi dye, Tepo due,

feather Otd /e- cf. Avikam étd, Abbey éte,

fish edtne /i- 'water-creature'

fly end

flying squirrel 1d3 /a-

francolin ébulékpe

goat EWI cf. Tepo wli, Aizi wri,

goat, male 165wa Niger-Congo root #-bori.

grasscutter gligho cf. Dida (Kru) grigbhé but also Avikam (Kwa) grigbé, and forms with #-
gbe in EBC, e.g. Yangkam gha(®)

grasshopper coglht cf. Tepo kélu,

green pigeon illowle .

guinea-fowl kdzé cf. Ebrie kJyé, but all regional Kwa languages have a similar form. Also
Kru, cf. Aizi kanje, Koyo kpdg3,

guinea-worm EgUSI1 cf. Avikam &g3ni,

hare sésékpe

hedgehog 193 /a-

hippo gnigbele cf. Koyo niz"bIg, Bete of Guiberoa (Kru) nigbuli. It probably means
‘water-elephant’ in another language

horn ugu /e- cf. common eastern Kru forms such as Koyo gé

horse kpéang5 cf. Aizi kpango, Krobu kpang5 but a regional culture-term

hump ibiku /a- cf. Neyo 610, also ? Eotile akubé by metathesis

leopard end

louse pnaagr cf. Abbey and, also Kru e.g. Tepo nw3,

manatee didre

mason wasp étuekpa

monitor lizard o1y /1- cf. Abure ShoIGvVU,

monkey 1ld /a- cf. Adyukru 13w,

mosquito énomi cf. Dida gwomié, Koyo ndmuye,

mouse | bucré cf. Koyo (Kru) bicra although this is isolated

mouse 11 ugbo cf. Abbey 0kw3, Baulé kpo, but also Kru: Guere bog, Aizi bo,

pangolin eyt

parrot I st /a-

parrot II

pigeon igu /a-



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

porcupine dogobli

python dye cf. Krobu ayro, but also Kru, e.g. jrewe jrg,

rat bwri

scorpion rtatanigla cf. Tepo gaya,

sheep wiwla cf. Abure 3wilt, but also Kru e.g. jrewe bawlé,

snail | Ift /a-

snail 11 gle /1- cf. Mbatto alo,

snake generic élo cf. Agni &6, Abidji 315, also Kru: Koyo mlebola

snake sp. [ elolu /i-

spider I AN

spider II ugonu

squirrel etyakpa

tail ulu /e- cf. Adyukru lawi, Baule Iwé, Abure oluaé,

termite and cf. Koyo gjon3,

toad axlo cf. Abure kI3p3k3 but words with a kVrV formula are widespread in
Africa

tortoise oge /i- ? cf. Nzema ewuya,

turtle oduge water + tortoise

warthog ibukpe

worm uflé Kru, e.g. jrewe hol,

wing upewi /e-

Plants

atieke avena

banana elaba /a- ? cf. Hausa ayaba

baobab ve cf. Koyo vada,

bark 1yrukpa #-kpa element is a Niger-Congo root

bean abr ? cf. Krobu abola

branch ulG /e-

bunch I 1gdla /a-

bunch 11 1da /a-

cassava gvena /a-

coconut mwa

cocoyam ekoko cf. Nzema ékuko, Agni kooko, Nyabwa kooko but similar forms occur
throughout the region

cola sp. | dga cf. Nzema gyesélg, but also Kru: Aizi ge, Koyo gole,

cola sp. II gda /1-

cotton yesé f6x0 cf. Krobu jese, but a regional culture-word

fruit 1dU /a-

gourd ewa < Baule aw a. Likely to be a culture-term in this region

grass uxla

guava goyavo <French

indigo gali

leaf AOKG /1- cf. Neyo poku,

leaf sp. I 164 /a-

leaf sp. II IVIVI /1-

lime idogogbledo

maize didr cf. Dida didi, Avikam, Alladian dudu, Abidji dodo, but a recent
culture-word.

millet n’ cf. Abbey p~, Nzema i, but also Kru: Bete 33,

mushroom dlata /1- .

okra ggbati cf. Baule gb3lu, Ebrie #gbokhwé, also Kru: gboé. Koyo gbdgbaa

palm sp. I dda /a-

palm sp. 11 ilof6 /a-

palm-nut awa cf. Alladian ava, Abure évé, also Kru: jrewe W€,

palm-wine alolu

parasolier Ukdds



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

pepper baye cf. Attie byéko,

plantain elaba see banana. ? metathesis of forms such as Krobu banda

raffia palm oli /a-

reed ol /1- .

rice 1sdxa cf. Ebrie £sdaka, Neyo saka but #-saka forms widespread in region. A
culture-word.

root usugblu /e-

rubber apaa cf. Avikam, Ebrie api also Kru: Bete pa, Did apa but a culture-term in
the region

seed epi Niger-Congo root #-pi.

shea-butter gwiI < Krobu etc. )gwe,

silk-cotton Ive /a- .

‘sponge’ mina cf. Dida mina, also Kwa: Abure mang, Ebrie €mra, but a regional

(loofah?) culture-word

tobacco asra cf. Aizi, Abidji, Ebrie asra, but a regional culture-word

tree -generic ote /a- Niger-Congo root #-ti. cf. e.g. Abbey ti, also Kru: Wobe tu,

tree sp. I a3 /a-

wood ize /a-

yam eya

Natural World

ashes aloldy ? cf. Yoruba éri,

bush uk3I6 cf. ? Krobu k3, Tepo kwla but also Benue-Congo roots, e.g. Eggon a-
kala, Horom kjrJ, Akpes ahala,

charcoal axowli

claw iténu

clay, mud vla cf. East Benue-Congo roots, e.g. Cara mvil, Berom vwel, Rukul amwel

cloud uyréla cf. Alladian nyu, Abidji yri,

day T cf. Bete yifi, Krobu ce, Abure &ct

dry season | yriba cf. Krobu wabrg, Abidji yégbe,

dry season 11 kokwe

dust ugbéwu cf. Koyo babuu

evening agwétisu

field I Tty

field I1 ggagble ? cf. Neyo lagba, Attie gb3,

fire Tka cf. Kru: Kuwaa ka and Bakwe kapu. These are, however, exceptional
within Kru. .

firewood uje cf. Baule jé, Ebrie €cé,

God aga /a- cf. Koyo laga, Ebrie paka. #-na elements are common in words for
‘God’ in this region.

gold astke < originally Hausa aziki 'wealth' though via other languages. cf. Koyo
sika, Twi sika 'gold'

grave adi cf. Niger-Congo #-li 'to bury', Proto-Ijo dibi,

ground I ati

ground II 3] [V] &) cf. Koyo dddu, Mbatto 6d0,

hailstone 1lala /a-

hearth igayru /a-

hill TyrokpU the #-kpo element is widespread in Kwa, e.g. Baule kp3le, Alladian
nkpo and related forms appear in East Benue-Congo, e.g. PEG *-kéy’

honey

house P cf. Mbatto 6kod,

iron eleteyi cf. Neyo 1été

market adabla cf. Avikam adabra, but a culture-word.

medicine I awazi cf. Bete of Guiberoa (Kru) gwaA'zt and related forms

medicine I1 upo /e-

meeting-place ididé /a-

mist uyréla cf. Tepo jru,



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

month ufe see 'moon'

moon Ufe /e- Niger-Congo root #-fe. cf. Eotile £fe, Avikam &f¢ etc.

morning [ St ? cf. Koyo zdpli,

morning 11 666i

morning 111 R}10) 11 R5)

mound iduké /a- .

night udodo cf. Bete dudo, Krobu dong

pond IV /1-

potash agla

puddle 1tokpa

rain edi Volta-Congo, e.g. Proto-Gurunsi *du, CB *-diimbj continuous rain

rainbow uléle /e- cf. Abbey I€lé (also exceptional within Kwa)

rainy season | odubé

rainy season 11 igudeé

river udugbi cf. Mbatto 6dube but also Nupe édu 'large river'

road Uvanv/e-

salt ago cf. Koyo gal, Abbey fgu, Alladian ngyg,

sand undlo cf. Abbey fjgan”,

sea tine < Dida ji€

seed epi /i- old Niger-Congo root #-bi, meaning 'child, seed'

shame ajx < Nzema nan{,

shelter obi

sickness oku

smoke udosi cf. Guro (Mande) cé-goi (c¢ = fire). This may be exceptional within
Mande

star etafune

stone idofi Perhaps from Mande, as #g"V- is a common first element in CVCV
structures, e.g. Dan gwA

sun eyef #eyi forms are found in Central Nigeria, especially Nupoid languages.
Seme, the enclave Kru language among Gur speakers, has ye.

thorn egu /1-

today I nans ? check

today II Tye

tomorrow 10U

village odld cf. Bete (Kru) g313 and related languages, but also Baule k13, Abron
kuro,

wall ubGdigblG .

water adu cf. Ebrie €du, and perhaps Eotile nza

week Nnamacté < Dida pamacri but cf. also Krobu kri,

well idugbo

wind upupolu /e-  cf. Dida pupuld, Eotile éfub3, Mbatto 6pube

world Ugafs

year op“iii ? < French

yesterday nans



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

Propensities

debt udu /e- cf. Avikam 2d3,

darkness isikpo /a-

death ekt cf. Bete ku, but a Niger-Congo root #-ku.

dirt uplu

enema ece

extremity umé /e-

fever oyi cf. Igboid dyi 'cold',

fight 0gdIG /e

forgetting ila

friendship ol

funeral owlé

half imekpi /a-

heap udé /e-

hole 1ghd cf. Eotile abj, Dida buku, but #-bo roots are also found in Gur, e.g.
Dagbane boyli and EBC, e.g. Aten boy

hunger g cf. Dida ywamd, Koyo ghigbe, Mbatto 6d~, Abbey ayo, Ebrie ako, but
perhaps much more widespread e.g. Mada (Plateau) gyay

hunting I VI

hunting 11 oli

inheritance aja throughout Kwa in this region but also cf. Aizi aja, Godie 3a, suggesting
a regional culture-word

interest ggdk)

itch epi /a-

left omost

lie edwé

madness uytu

matter Tmayi /a-

medicine awazi

middle agode

moment ipu

name i cf. Kru: Koyo pint also Kwa: Adyukru nin, Abidji iné, Avikam éni.
Niger-Congo root ?

namesake atékpa < Dida atikpa

naughtiness afya

news igwe /a-

opening Uma /e-

place abu

price efe

proverb inuagwié cf. Abbey anaya,

quarrel YA

riddle ifunegigwil  see under 'story

é

right Smdgbr

shame nayi ? < Nzema nanf,

sickness oku

sleep ala cf. Niger-Congo root #-la 'lie down, sleep',

slice Jnarg?) /1-

smallpox eyift

smell I gvlu

smell II und cf. Tepo nG and other Kru also widespread nVn- roots for 'to smell' in
EBC

step, row Ulogbr /e-

story funegugwii  x + ‘back’ cf. Neyo nunuo,

é
thing g1t cf. Ebrie ayi, Krobu y1, but then also East Benue-Congo parallels, e.g.

Tarok iydm



English gloss

Ega citation

External parallel (if any)

thirst

tracks

truth
tuberculosis
unhappiness
war

weight
work
whistling
yaws

Objects + food
products

arrow
axe I

axe I

bag (hunting)
bag

basket

bow

bracelet
broom (house)
broom (yard)
canoe

chair

charm
chewstick
cloth, clothing
comb

cookpot
COWTY

cutlass

dayroom
deck-chair
door
doorway
drum

fan

fat

flour

food

fork
granary
gun
gunpowder
hat

hoe

hook

horn (ivory
knife

loincloth male
loincloth female
manila

idun3g)
Ib¢ /a-
nawlé
odegbe ku
ISESU

Jta

JIGIG
doboli
ofend /e-
dogo

ula
£gbU

edU /a-
uts /e-
bagi
itokwe
apli /1-
isugbo /a-
ipopé /a-
ivovo /a-
IgIYTS /1-
TkpU
iwisi

2

dda /1-
ufla /e-
£gh

EnwWe
dwant

Upala
daja
igbe
uddo-ma
ggbt

opopo

ubG /e-
oli /1-
agagba
Ipapa /a-
1kGka
dkalt
ikpo

uveku /e-
EGWE
umonu /e-
oluawo /i-
ablako
ivovu
Udaghbd /e-

water + ?

cf. Abidji nawrg, but probably a culture-word in this region
stomach + sickness

cf. Ebrie atha, Alladian aa, Mbatto ota, also Kru throughout #tu
Niger-Congo #-lu 'to be heavy'
cf. Dida loboli,

cf. Nzema édé, Abbey do, Agni dobé,

cf. Koyo li,
cf. Eotile £gbl, Wobe (Kru) gbo’pa, Nyabwa gbékpa and related
languages but also Nupe egba and Proto-Nupoid #-gba

? cf. English 'bag'. A culture —word found in the region
? cf. Abure eké,

cf. Krobu pop6, Abbey pisa,

< Dida @215 though also cf. Krobu kré,

cf. Abidji likpé,

cf. Alladian awa,

cf. Avikam ¢gja, but a culture-word

cf. Mbatto 6dadié, Abbey talé, Tepo danu,

< Kru e.g. Koyo fla but cf. Avikam 15fwa with metathesis

cf. jyrewe nitwd, ? Avikam nigbe,

< Dida ddani1, Mbatto 6dg, but this might be a culture-word related to

widespread #ada forms in Nigeria.
cf. Baule ila,

cf. cf. yrewe gbo, Bete gbalé, also Kwa: Ebrie agho, Mbatto 6gbé,
cf. Ebrie 46i, Mbatto 66ii although these are probably culture-words.
They also resemble the EBC root #-bi.

cf. Abidji popo, Attie pgpe, but a regional culture-word

cf. Avikam épu, Abidji mpi,
cf. Bete lili, Baule alyg, but relates to VC #-di 'to eat'

cf. Dida kpoékpo, Ebrie akpro, but a local culture-word. Also Igbo
okpu.

cf. Eotile £k(¢, but also throughout Kru: e.g. Wobe kwé
cf. Mbatto m*mu, Ebrie Amamru,

cf. Ebrie abrak®, but a widespread culture-term in the region



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

mat dghe cf. Koyo gbatd, Adyukru 6go,

meal i cf. Nzema alig,

millstone ddasé cf. Alladian ebwasg,

money [ IpI

money I1 dfaa

mortar ilogo /a- cf. Abbey aly, Krobu wré, Aizi lo, Guere doo,

nail ulu /e-

needle uméselG /e- < Baule Amé@sié

net for fishing Tdada /a- cf. Krobu, Agni dada also Kru: Aizi dada, Neyo dada. A culture-word
in this region

net for hunting eségbli /a-

net III VA ? cf. Benue-Congo e.g. Nupe esa, Kulu isak.

oil anx see ‘fat’. cf. Tepo nna,

paddle Ublo /e-

palmwine adlalolu

pestle, large Ugbt

pestle, small igbigbo ? cf. Abbey origbo

pipe gmagso

porridge afufu cf. Agni, Baule mvufa. A regional culture-word

pot £g0

pounded yam pa cf. Ebrie £p4, Krobu, Abidji mpa

room upala /e-

rope upa /e- cf. Tepo (Kru) pata though this form is isolated within Kru, also Abidji
ba

sauce | uplu ? cf. Proto-ljo fGlou,

sauce 11 Indgba /1-

sauce 111 asru

shed wvlu

shoe gbabua cf. Ebrie £gbawa but a regional culture-word

shrine Imasé /a-

spear elu /i- cf. Gban (Mande) du, but ? Kru: Neyo li,

staff kpama cf. Avikam kpama but widespread in the region as a culture-term

stick ete /a- see tree

suck na cf. Mbatto pg,

threshing tray égobé cf. Abure obii, Krobu gbalg,

trap (animal) I gdalg /a-

trap (animal) II emayi cf. Ebrie émé,

tool ove

vehicle 3g315 = 'canoe’'

whistle vlévlécod

winnowing tray égobeé

youth Jnima

Numerals

one ilogho cf. Mbatto 1660, Koyo 631,

two 7 cf. Botile ap“, Abure 4na, and widespread in this region.

three Tta cf. Koyo ta, Niger-Congo #-ta

four it cf. Abbey alg,

five igwe cf. Dida ngbi, Niger-Congo #-na

six mwidd ?25+1

seven ‘mwalid 5+2

eight ‘mwalita 5+3

nine ‘mwalilg 5+4

ten izu ? cf. Abron du?,

twenty uglu cf. Godi¢ (Kru) g315 and related forms in other W. Kru languages

hundred égluégwe 20 x 5. Most Kwa languages have a distinct lexeme, but three others use

the 20 x 5 formulation, although with different basic terms. This pattern
10



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)
is also common in Kru

Adjectives

all fit

big -gaga

black kpikpt

good kofd

many gagasa

new wilowa

plenty butukpa cf. Ebrie 6udu,

red -gbigbd

rough agh3kli

round TkpdKkIodo cf. Baulé¢ kukla but similar words are found across the region and
indeed the world.

small -ne¢kpa

smooth dyédyé cf. Abidji trétré, and similar forms in many languages of the region

wet w3l ? cf. Baule fIol3,

wide pa afr

white -fofo cf. Eotile fufd but Niger-Congo root #-fu.

yellow -pupu

Conjunctions

etc.

and ay1

close to IS0

if ayi....-xa cf. Avikam éyi,

inside -1 ? Baule nil,

this one -ma

that one -0

with ayi

yonder astiwonu

Interrogatives

what? Tya

when?

who? dna

Verbs

to answer tana cf. 'to speak’

to arrive né cf. Tepo nné,

to ask pardon yuywe

to attach nwa cf. Neyo gwa,

to be able kwla

to be afraid ba oku

to be alive yrd

to be big ga

to be cooked ku

to be difficult fi1s0

to be dry yiyo

to be far wla afr

to be full yé #yi is widespread in Kwa

to be good kdfd

to be hard fi1s0

11



English gloss Ega citation External parallel (if any)

to be heavy 16 A Niger-Congo root. cf. Abure 15, Mbatto loa, etc.

to be hot f15 cf. Proto-Ijo 3firi,

to be in flower flért < French?

to be liquid crili

to be narrow ména st

to be old nné

to be pregnant gJ gl X + stomach

to be raw pwilg

to be ripe gbd cf. Baule blo,

to be standing pu éti

to be strong fi'md

to be thick Boné isu

to be tired sy€ ? cf. widespread f¢ roots (e.g. Agni, Attie, Baule)

to beat (drum) bt cf. yrewe be, Dida bla, also Kwa: Krobu bré¢, Baule b,

to bite 2

to blow 1{1] cf. Eotile fu, but Niger-Congo #fu

to boil, cook welg

to break k3t

to breathe sG and verb + 'air'.

to burn fya cf. Abure fe,

to build k) cf. Alladian ku,

to buy pe cf. Dida pia, Mbatto pe, Abidji pa, Abbey ve, Proto-Ijo f¢,

to call dié

to carry 2

to catch 66

to change kéci

to chew ta Niger-Congo root #ta

to choose gbaztanmy  cf. Dida gbazrilt,

to close ci

to come wa cf. Abbey wa, Krobu wé, but widespread in Niger-Congo

to come back kpana‘ibg

to cook ga

to cough kp3sd cf. Eotile kinzd, Mbatto kra, but similar forms widespread in Africa. cf.
PWS #kual-, kuan- (W.:245)

to count da cf. yrewe ge, Mbatto ¢~

to cut vya

to dance iwli cf. ‘to sing’

to defecate dd

to die ku Niger-Congo root

to dig gwé cf. Benue-Congo, e.g. Igala gwa, Ayere gbo, CB #gingu

to dig up sU afr

to dive pa

to do kd cf. Adyukru kok,

to dream nmlIo cf. PWS #la ‘to lie down or sleep’ but #na- for 'to dream' is common in
Benue-Congo

to drink n cf. Tepo n4, Baule n*,

to eat It Volta-Congo root. cf. Baule di, Abure Ii,

to fall ba afr

to feel mé

to finish ba ? cf. Mande

to fish pa

to float sépo

to flow bu cf. Godie pHl#, Abure bIs,

to fly fé cf. Ebrie fé, Abure f&, Nzema fi,

to follow gy Tto cf. Ebrie g¢ tha,

to gets.t. | wli

to get s.t. 11 x€ cf. Ebrie g&, Mbatto ge, Abidji he,

to give pU

12



English gloss

Ega citation

External parallel (if any)

to give birth
to go

to go down

to go in

to go up

to goup to

to greet

to grow

to hang

to have sex with I
to have sex with
I

to hear

to hide

to hold

to insult

to jump

to kick

to kill

to kneel down
to know

to laugh

to lay egg
to learn

to lend

to lie

to lie down

to light (fire)
to look at

to look for
to love, like
to make, do
to make fun of
to marry

to measure
to mix

to pierce

to plant |

to plant II

to play

to pluck

to pound

to pour

to pull

to punch

to rain

to remember
to rot

to run
to say
to scratch

b1
mi

dé eti
wiéne
60

pé

k3 mika
15

gbé

do

mni

2

da

66
vla
kpata
be

wa

gJ ino afr

1

cI

dd

dida

6u ana
tatu ugwé
dé eti

66
veh
yive
Nnama
kd

cI

yu
kéli
cikanamd
flu

It aft
bt atr
pa
kpé
I

cé eti
ri

dd
na
gwa

bu

ba
wa

yl

pwi

cf. Alladian bi, Attié ho bi, but Niger-Congo connected with #-bi for
'child'

cf. common Kru, Proto-ljo mu, mu, also Adyukru (Kwa) im, though
this is exceptional

cf. Ebrie dya thé, jrewe fi,

? cf. Agni, Baule wilb

'make salutation'
cf. Ebrie 1¢,

cf. Mbatto di,

cf. Ebrie 60 phe,
cf. Alladian wra, Avikam wra, Abbey ra,

cf. Ebrie 6¢é

cf. Abidji wo, Mbatto we, Alladian wri but found throughout Niger-
Congo and Nilo-Saharan, e.g. Oubi (Kru) wald, Debri Nubian wur-.
Westermann (1927:225)

cf. Eotile nni, Avikam pi, but an Atlantic-Congo root #-niN- cf.
Westermann (1927:x)

cf. Nzema tG, Abidji ro),
cf. Nzema, Agni b),

cf. Agni d4, Mbatto 1é but these are probably local variants of Niger-
Congo #-la, #-ra.

? Avikam zye,

? Kru e.g. Guéré fle

ctf. Ebrie kpa, Abbey kpa,
? PMC #tu- cf. Westermann (1927:x)
? cf. Abidji ku éi,

cf. Mbatto nra, Alladian na,

cf. Abbey yaya,

cf. Ebrie b*, Ibibio bui 'be rotten', PB #-bund-. but Niger-Congo
(Westermann, 1927:213)
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English gloss

Ega citation

External parallel (if any)

to search for
to see
to sell

to send back s.o.

to sew
to shake
to sharpen

to shave
to shoot
to shout
to show
to sing
to sit down
to sleep
to slide
to smoke
to snore
to speak

to spit

to spurt

to steal

to suffer
to swallow
to swear oath
to sweat
to sweep
to swim

to take

to taste

to think

to throw
to tighten
to turn

to understand
to undress
to urinate
to vomit
to wait for
to wake up
to walk

to go for a walk

to want

to wash

to watch over
to weave

to weep

to yell

yiye
wli

I¢ fe
ba
kpla
déko
y6

cG

be

kéli nd
da

wlé
galé

14 ala
drigba
gbd
kla

ta

pé

pé

1a
kwlibia
be

1e

coco
n

yré

yu

65 ant
dudu
wala
méena sy
biti

ca

sG 119
15 hkpa
wiwa
nana
pé

na

bi

yiye
1871118)
kwlé
do

tu

kéli nd

cf. Bete ytyé, also 'to want'

cf. Mbatto, Abbey wu,

#-la is widespread in Niger-Congo and Nilo-Saharan

cf. Abidji be,

cf. Krobu, Baule kpa

cf. Avikam 3ok, Alladian 39kJ, Abbey ka,

cf. Aizi s5, Wobe s0a, Eotile s0, Mbatto s, and other Kwa with s +
front vowel

cf. Kru: Nyabwa ble, also Proto-Bantu *-bin- and Degema bene 'dance’
? cf. Bete gulr...se
‘to sleep a sleep’. Niger-Congo root

cf. Ebrie gbo

cf. Abure tTa but this root can be reconstructed at least to PAC
(Westermann, 1927).

? Mbatto py&

Perhaps cf. Dida pupu
? cf. Abidji cU,
cf. Avikam gugu,

cf. Mbatto ml~, Attie ma,

cf. Baule bli,

cf. Eotile sa, Avikam sg,

? cf. Attie s3 pé

x + urine

Perhaps related to widespread Kru forms such as Konobo wala

cf. Abbey pulg, Ebrie fré,

cf. Krobu na, Mbatto ni,
From common Kru bi

also 'to search for'

? cf. Adyukru és efn, Nupe fu

Niger-Congo root. cf. Nupe lu*, Vute It and Westermann (1927:252)
cf. Nzema sii, Mbatto td,

French to translate concession, campement, butter, cousin de tete, enfiler, enfler, fourmi-magnan, fourmi-

cadavre, gendre,

4. Conclusions

Ega illustrates very well the problem of classifying languages with large amounts of aberrant vocabulary. It
has clearly taken into its lexicon substantial vocabulary from distinct branches of Niger-Congo. It has a
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system of noun-prefixes far more complete and regular than any nearby Kwa relatives. In principle, Ega
could be;

a) A Kwa language long-separated from other Kwa languages

b) An independent branch of Niger-Congo or Volta-Congo that has come under the influence of
Kwa, Kru and Mande

c) A non-Niger-Congo language that has come under these influences

Considerable further work will be required to develop a more sophisticated means of deciding between these
hypotheses. However, Ega provides a good illustration of problems of simply encompassing all West
African languages in well-defined groupings on the basis of a limited number of cognates/lookalikes.

On the basis of this list the uniqueness of Ega is confirmed with a surprising number of basic lexical items
showing no cognates in nearby languages. An intriguing feature is the way cognates are found with
languages scattered across Kwa, Kru and to a lesser extent, Mande. Even the now-dominant Dida language
apparently shows no special relationship with Ega. This suggests that Ega has had a long period of isolation,
moving around and interacting with different languages in different branches of Niger-Congo.

The nominal prefix system, though distinctive for the area, does not align it with any particular branch of
East Volta-Congo. It does suggest that we should be looking east rather than west and there is no trace of
either functioning or fossil systems of noun-suffixes suggesting Kru or Gur. The occasional cognates with
East Benue-Congo are very suggestive, and it seems possible that Ega would be best treated as a single
branch of East Volta-Congo, part of the diversifying dialect chain that came later to be regarded as the Kwa
languages.

If so, then the reformulation of East Volta-Congo would look something like this;

Figure 1. East Volta-Congo

*East Volta-Congo =Proto-Benue-Kwa

Yoruboid,
Edoid,

Ega Avikam, Potou- Central Akokoid, Nupoid, Ukaan  East
Ajukru, Tano Togo Igboid Idomoid, ]Senue-
Abidji, Akpes Okoid ongo
Abbey etc.

Ga-Dangme Gbe Ayere-Ahan

This paper is not intended to justify this overall fragmentation of Kwa and West Benue-Congo, only to
illustrate the hypothesis that the whole group needs to regarded as a dialect chain that has diversified and
that Ega is best regarded as a single branch with no underlying special relationship to ts nearest geographical
neighbours.
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