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1. Introduction

Akokoid languages are Niger-Congo languages spoken southwest of the Niger-Benue Confluence in Ondo
State, Akoko North LGA and Kwara State, Kogi LGA. Wordlists of these dialects were collected by Femi
Ibrahim under the supervision of Kay Williamson in the 1980s. The data has been left unanalysed since that
time, but [ am beginning to type up the lists and to annotate them with potential cognates in nearby
languages. The transcriptions are not 100% reliable, especially in the matter of tone.

Table 1 shows the somewhat scattered and inconsistent information about the Akokoid languages presently
available.

Table 1. The Akokoid languages

Name Language People Other names  Location Population
Afa OW(}n Afa  Afa Oke—Agbe Oke—Agbe town, Affa section

Arigidi Arigidi Arigidi town

Erusu Erast  Erusu, Erushu  Erusu town

Ese Owon Esé Esé Aje, Oke—Agbe Oke—Agbe town, Ese section

Igai Owon Igai  Igashi Igashi, Igasi Igasi town 45,000 (1986)
Oge Owo Oge Oge Oke—Agbe town, Oge section

Ojo Ajowa town

Oyin Oyin—-Akoko town

Udo Owon Udo Ido Oke—Agbe town, Udo section

Uro Uro—Ajowa town 3000 (1986)

2. The classification of Akokoid

As so often, the classification of Akokoid has been typified by assertion rather than argument. The notion
that Akokoid and Yoruboid for am single group or that Akokoid is simply Yoruboid appears in the list of
Nigerian languages appended to Hansford et al. (1976). According to Appendix 1 of Akinkugbe (1978) this
idea goes back to a suggestion made verbally by Ed Fresco in 1973 and subsequently picked up by both Carl
Hoffmann and Kay Williamson (1982). In this version of the idea, Ayere and Ahan were still treated as
undifferentiated member of the ‘Akoko North cluster’. Appendix 1 of Akinkugbe (1978) gives some
examples of purportedly cognate items, but even assuming these are cognates, the confusion between Ayere-
Ahan and Akokoid leads to misleading results. For example, Ayere éndi ‘ear’ may well be cognate with

Proto-Yoruba Igala etf, but the Akokoid root is quite different.

This idea was reprised without change by Capo (1989) who took up the suggestion to rechristen this
supposed family ‘Defoid’. Capo follows Akinkugbe in terms of classification, although by that time there
were more student long essays to draw on for the validity of the argument. Defoid appears again in Crozier
& Blench (1992) and was only finally exorcised through the present author’s dissatisfaction in Williamson
& Blench (2000) where Akokoid is treated as co-ordinate with Yoruboid, Edoid and Igboid and Ayere-Ahan



is banished to a still higher node. Part of the inspiration for this change was the work of Ohiri-Aniche (1991)
who showed that Akokoid seems to have as many cognates with Edoid and Igboid as withy Yoruboid.
Indeed in a published overview, Ohiri-Aniche (1999) points out that Akokoid lexicostatistical counts with
Yoruboid provide no evidence for the close association posited by Defoid.

The present paper is a more detailed investigation of Akokoid with a view to trying to understand how it can
be placed in the border Niger-Congo ‘tree’. The main source are BA student long essays, mostly from the
University of Ilorin which are principally phonologies, and a comparative Ibadan 400 word wordlist from
the files of Kay Williamson and largely collected by Femi Ibrahim (Table 2). Appendix 1 lists the sources of
data in more detail.

It should be at once clear that Akokoid is essentially a dialect cluster. Despite a certain amount of dialect
variation, for most standard glosses, the forms are essentially cognate. A ‘proto-Akokoid’ quasi-
reconstruction is thus presented in the final column. I believe that a regular reconstruction is almost
impossible as these languages are subject o extensive micro-borrowing between geographically close
communities, making for a stream of slight irregularities.



Table 2 is a comparative wordlist of the Akokoid languages based on the Ibadan 400 word list.

Table 2. Comparative Wordlist of Akokoid languages

Gloss Oyin Uro Erusu Udo Arigidi ~ Oge Qjo Igasi Aje Afa *PA  Notes

Head igiri iniri egiri igiri igiri igiri igiri igiri igiri igiri igiri cf. Ahan éri, Yoruba ori

Hair itiri isirin ifiri itiri ifiri isir ifi intiri isirin itiri iciri cf. proto-Akpes itifi,

Eye iju iju oju oju oju ijju ju fju ju iju fju Other languages all have #iji
or similar

Ear uto utd oto uto oto utod otd uto uto uto utéd cf. Ebira 0t3, but this is a
common Niger-Congo root.
Preserved in Akpes with a
velar at C,

Nose awd awd w5 w5 0juwd w5 iwd uwd w5 w5 w5 # Ukaan. cf. Ayere-Ahan
owii

Mouth udorii — oril urd ortll oru odorii odorti odorii orll odori  cf. Yoruba enu, Akpes onii,
Ayere arii. Assumed to
reflect widespread #-nu root.

Tooth eyl ent éni éy1 ent eyl idalo éni ent éni ent Ukaan *Unvg-, Igala éni,
Oba eyi, Ayere éyi, common
Niger-Congo root

Tongue  éré iré iré éré Ere iré iwd iré re éré iré cf. Ahan ir§, Ibilo G-rg,

Jaw amgba amgbamgba amgba amgba agbs amgba ikpédonu amgba amgba amgba amgba cf. Ayere angba but a
widespread root

Chin olo ule itd olo etd ulg 6donu ulg ule olo ule. ? cognate with Ahan iindg

olo
Beard ile ulé ifile itiri icirgle isirt ifi 6donu inti ule isirf ulg  ile ile ? cognate with Ahan ihinde
amgba ulg

Neck onugd uce ugd ogugd ugd uce ilé uce uce ugigd ogugd cf. Ife Yoruba oagor3, Ayere
igdgd,

Breast ipo ipd gpd ipd gpd ipd impd ipd ipd ikpd ikpd cf. Ayere ém$ [?]Yoruba
omii,

Heart okuruge ege gge ok3 ejehe okd uné ok3 gge ok3 gge cf. Ayere ok3, Akpes ok3,

ok Yoruba okf"), Gade ru-kwo,
Belly igo igd 3go igo 3gd igo igo igd igo igo igo ? Akokoid innovation. ? cf.



Gloss QOyin Uro Erusu Udo Arigidi  Oge Qjo Igasi Aje Afa *PA Notes
Yoruba ikﬁ,

Stomach ifu Griinigo 3go akpoluku akpoluku uléléfe — akpoluku akpoluku ifu 7? cf. Ahan duduruku,
cf. Ayere ifu, Igala éfu,
Ohuyhu af3,

Navel ipd imkp3 ep3 ip5 ekp5 ikp3 ikpd imkpo ikp3 op5 ip5 cf. Iyayu ok3, P-Akpes 3k,
P-Ukaan okpodu,

Back osu onfd 3sd osl 3sd osu osu osll osill osll osll cf. P-Akpes ocum, Isheu
Ukaan ifti, NW Edoid,
Uhami éfimi, EBC #-fim-

Arm uwd uvd IWd uwd gkéwd uwd kpakpoho ikpapa uwd uwd uwd cf. P-Ukaan Owj, NW Edoid,

uko Uheun ow), Yoruba ow3,

Hand uwd avd dwd ogunowd  owd iblwo  uwj uro awd — —

Nail ina inga akike  inga ek€ inga — inga inga inga inga

Buttocks  ib3 ilami ilang¢  ib5 gjeme ind in3 ind &te ib3 imb3

Penis indu indu oko indu 3kd indu iku indu int indu indu also ‘tail’. cf. Degema utium,
Ce u-ndu, Ayere undu,

Vagina  ondi ih3 orokti  ondi eh3 ihii eku ih3 ih3 ondi 7? cf. Ahan inti,

Thigh ifa okokd ikpa uroko — okokd  ikoko okoko gbalaliku ibalaluku #-

koko

Leg uho uho uho uho ohd uho uho uho uho uho uho cf. Ikaan ‘thigh’ ih3,

Knee igdnohu  inirind eho igogohdo  ewodhd igd iwegd igirigd gd igogoho  igd cf. Ahan égil, Yoruba eekd,
Ukaan ihﬁhﬁ,

Body iji iji gje iji ¢je ijina iji uji iji iji iji cf. Ukaan isi, Uhami ‘skin’
isi,

Skin ala — — aleji awd¢je  ala — ala ala — ala cf. words for ‘body’ cf. Igala
5la, Yoruba ara.

Bone ikpt ikpi ikpi ikpi ekpi ikpi ikpi ikpi ékpi ikpi ikpi
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