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Roger Blench: Ayere Wordlist

1. Introduction

This is an annotated wordlist of the Ayere language, spoken in Ayere village in Kwara State, Nigeria. The
wordlist was written by Mr. E.O. Olumorin for the West African Languages Survey in November 1961.

This analysis was prepared by Roger Blench, who added the comparative observations. This document is
being circulated to scholars for comment.
2. Location, history and sociolinguistic situation

2.1 Nomenclature

2.2 Location and settlements

2.3 Language status

2.4 Ayere culture and history

3. Phonology
3.1 Vowels
Ayere probably has seven phonemic vowels;

Front Central Back

Close 1 u
Close-Mid e o

Open-Mid € 5

Open a
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3.2 Consonants

Ayere consonants are as follows:

Glottal

Bilabial Labio- Alve- Alveopalata
dental olar 1
Plosive p b t d
Nasal m n
Trill [r]
Fricative f v s z
Approximant
Lateral 1
Approximant
3.3 Tones

4. Morphology

4.1 Nouns

Gloss Sg.

5. Lexical comparison and the classification of Ayere
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6. Ayere wordlist

No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

1. Tree (generic) onwu cf. Yoruba igi,

2. Leaf uwewe cf. Yoruba ewé, Igara avé,

3. Root inin cf. Igala ili,

4. Branch I omukowo

5. Branch II nonu

6. Bark (of tree) igwi cf. Ebira iguha,

7. Trunk arenrgn

8. Fruit inje

9. Flower adodo < Yoruba 0dodo,

10. | Thorn uyé cf. Ebira ikéyi,

11. | Grass (generic) iwdwd cf. Dibo awo,

12. | Vine (generic)

13. | Mushroom

14. | Water-lily

15. | Algae

16. | Seed/stone/pip énjé cf. Dibo eje,

17. | Charcoal kusa

18. | Dust erukutu

19. | Ashes éndu cf. Gbari Kuta otnu,

20. | Rubbish-heap

21. | Mud anfa

22. | Clay

23. | Dew inyen cf. Ebira anya, Yoruba enini,
24. | Stone ekita cf. Yoruba okita, S. Gbari kata, Edo o-kita,
25. | Sand enyén cf. Yoruba iydri,

26. | Smoke £g0

27. | Fire una cf. Igala in4a, Nupe end, Ebira 1ra,
28. | Water oyin oni cf. Akpes ayi, Kupa ipi, Ebira éni,
29. | Rain eji cf. Gupa efe, Yoruba 0jo,

30. | Cloud ibada

31. | Fog endu

32. | Lightning mamala cf. Ife mama, Hausa marimari,
33. | Thunder akpala < Yoruba akpaara,

34. | Rainy Season ale aafo

35. | Dry season ale égbé

36. | Harmattan

37. | Year dnjo cf. Yoruba odi,

38. | Today

39. | Yesterday

40. | Tomorrow
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
41. | Morning opopo
42. | Noon enha cf.
43. | Evening ene cf. Gade ga-ng, Igala ané,
44. | Dawn engeni onu
fapa
45. | Sunset engeni onu
fawa
46. | Day ehan
47. | Night otu cf. Yoruba oru, Gade utu,
48. | Moon/month ofu cf. Igala écu, Igara 00f€,
49. | New moon osu éntd
50. | Full moon osu fankata
51. | Sun onu cf. Igala élu,
52. | Star(s) irawo < Yoruba iraw,
53. | Wind awu cf. Ife awu, Gade afu,
54. | God olorii cf. Yoruba slorii,
55. | Sky gje nono
56. | World
57. | Ground abilale cf. Yoruba ilg,
58. | Large River 0go cf. Gupa ggbo, Uhami u-ko, Yoruba okii
‘ocean’,
59. | Stream
60. | Lake, pond
61. | Forest odu cf. Gade gu-tG,
62. | Mountain udi
63. | Hill ejudi
64. | Bush
65. | Farm afi
66. | Field
67. | Market aja cf. Udi afwa,
68. | House aja cf.
69. | Room iyara cf. Yoruba iyard, Ebiraiyara ‘inner room’,
70. | Wall (of room) ejejuli
71. | Thatch roof agonuli
72. | Granary
73. | Well koga cf. Yoruba kdga, Ebiraikanga,
74. | Road, path uwa also ‘door’ (),
75. | Village/settlement | égwu cf. Igala éwo,
76. | Spring oyin nata
77. | River-bank
78. | Swamp/wetland
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

79. | Place uwé

80. | Person/people olohu cf. Etuno dndra ‘man’, Igala éng,
81. | Man oyika cf. Edo 0-kpia,

82. | Woman oyikpu

83. | Child omo tonto cf. Yoruba ompo,

84. | Husband

85. | Wife

86. | Widow

87. | Son, boy omo yiko

88. | Daughter, girl omo yifu

89. | Son-in-law aye

90. | Parent-in-law ana cf. Yoruba ana,

91. | Young man emento

92. | Young girl ominja

93. | Old person arugbo cf. Yoruba arigbé,

94. | Father I baba Worldwide root

95. | Father II gta cf. Ebira ada, Igala ata,
96. | Mother I mama

97. | Mother II aya cf. Nupe &ya, Yoruba iy,

98. | Barren woman

99. | Relations

100. | Ancestors

101. | Grandfather etani éla

102. | Grandmother ani éla

103. | Grandson omoya

104. | Grand-daughter omonu

105. | Brother, sister eghd cf. Yoruba &gb3,

106. | Friend oluku cf. Igala 6nukwu,

107. | Guest/stranger onofo cf. Igala 6n6nojo,

108. | Chief/ruler I odio

109. | Chief/ruler II oba cf. Yoruba oba,

110. | Hunter ode < Yoruba ade, also loaned into Edoid
111. | Thief oji cf. Ebira oyi, Igala éji,

112. | Doctor ologu cf. Yoruba o0o0gii ‘medicine’,

113. | Witch

114. | Corpse oku cf. Yoruba ok, Ebira okil, Ibilo 6-khu,
115. | Blacksmith

116. | Weaver onangaki

117. | Potter amufa cf. Igala ica ‘pot’,

118. | Woodworker

119. | Slave ara cf. Ife arq,

120. | Masquerade 1
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

121. | Masquerade 11

122. | Masquerade III

123. | Masquerade IV

124. | Ghost gya

125. | Prophesy

126. | Shame

127. | Fear/fright

128. | Bravery/courage

129. | Laughter

130. | Wisdom

131. | Guilt

132. | Anger

133. | Race/running

134. | Tiredness angg

135. | Suffering

136. | Death ikwu cf. Yoruba ik, Dibo ekyu,

137. | Life igbesi na iye < Yoruba ighési ayé,

138. | Dream dla cf. Igala dn4,

139. | Sleep orii < Yoruba ooril,

140. | Name éwul cf. Ekpeye éwa,

141. | Grave

142. | Language éde < Yoruba édé,

143. | Song

144. | Proverb

145. | Story

146. | Word

147. | Lie ojina

148. | Truth otito < Yoruba otit3

149. | News

150. | Time afiko cf. Yoruba asiko,

151. | Hunger ari cf. Nupe arigi,

152. | Thirst orugbe cf. Yoruba oriigbe,

153. | Horn ongba cf. Isoko 3-gba, Igala igba,

154. | Tail undu also ‘penis’. cf. Degema utim, Ce u-ndu, Proto-
Akokoid indu,

155. | Egg eja cf. Igala ége, Ebira aje,

156. | Wing oka cf. Igala ik4, Ebira avaka,

157. | Claw irenren = ‘nail’ (224.),

158. | Beak

159. | Nest

160. | Feather uja

161. | Gum/glue
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

162. | Ant-hill

163. | Hole in ground 0yo

164. | Hole in tree

165. | Smell

166. | Poison

167. | Load ahu cf. Ife aru,

168. | Bundle

169. | Firewood

170. | Stick

171. | Yam-heap

172. | War ogil < Yoruba ogil,

173. | Work ajd

174. | Divination (types)

175. | Medicine (generic) | dgu cf. Yoruba oogii ‘medicine’,

176. | Money elé probably connected with a widespread root for
‘profit’ e.g. Nupe élé, Idoma ile,

177. | Shadow ayeye cf. Yoruba 0jiji,

178. | Thing UwEnwen cf. Igala éwii,

179. | Strength

180. | Length

181. | Land/country

182. | Disease(generic) ola aikeya

183. | Fever iba cf. Yoruba iba, Gade ri-ba, and throughout
WBC

184. | Cough uko cf. Igala uk3,

185. | Smallpox

186. | Diarrhoea

187. | Eczema

188. | Goitre

189. | Boil

190. | Sore/wound uwo

191. | Leprosy

192. | Skull eghe nago ‘gourd of the head’ — cf. a similar formation in
Yoruba

193. | Brains akpolo cf. Yoruba okpolo,

194. | Head ago éri cf. Yoruba o-ri,

195. | Eye £jé ewu cf. Ebira eyi,

196. | Face gje cf. Igala éju,

197. | Forehead

198. | Nose owii owil

199. | Ear éndi éndi cf. Yoruba eti, Akoko uto, Ebira Ut5,

200. | Mouth anu arii cf. Yoruba enu, Akpes onil, Arigidi orii, Gade
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
ga-nG, Berom nu, Ningye nyu, Mada nyii,
Fyem ntp, but a Niger-Congo root

201. | Upper lip oke nanu

202. | Lower lip ajehe nanu

203. | Tooth éyi eni cf. Igala éni, Oba eyi, Ebira ani, Bu enyiri,
Tarok inyin. A Niger-Saharan root

204. | Tongue uni iré cf. Arigidi irg, Ibilo G-rg,

205. | Voice ohil cf. Yoruba ohtj,

206. | Throat 0yo nigdgd

207. | Neck igdgd unk3r3 cf. Ife Yoruba ogor,

208. | Chin amgbehe iindg

209. | Cheek angba cf. Kupa angba, Igala, Idoma agba ‘chin’,

210. | Jaw angba angba cf. Arigidi amgba, and as ‘cheek’,

211. | Shoulder Ska cf. Nupe ekpa, Ife ika,

212. | Armpit abiya cf. Yoruba abiy4,

213. | Fist

214. | Arm oka aka cf. Yoruba akpa,

215. | Hand 5wH 29 cf. Yoruba owj, Ehuen o-w), but these may be
independent weakenings of Niger-Congo #-bo

216. | Finger omanowo cf. Igala dmows3,

217. | Leg eheé esé cf. Yoruba esg,

218. | Foot atilehe

219. | Heel anjawun

nehe

220. | Toe omukehe ‘child of the leg’,

221. | Thigh unta unta cf. Igala uta, Yoruba ita,

222. | Knee ateku égu cf. Yoruba e¢kd,

223. | Elbow ingogo cf. Ife gagangogo,

224. | Nail (Finger/toe) irénren gKika cf. Ife ekik4,

225. | Female breast £€mj emil cf. Yoruba omﬁ,

226. | Stomach ifu duduruku | cf. Igala éfu, Qhyhy af3, Oyin ifu, Osayin
(Okoid) épuru,

227. | Belly ahi asi

228. | Chest gjd

229. | Hips atité

230. | Navel ugo uwd cf. Yoruba agé ‘waist’, Yoruba iw3 ‘umbilical
cord’,

231. | Back anjaun aun cf. Kakanda azi,

232. | Buttocks angbewun udi cf. Edoid ud3i, Yoruba awé-idi,

233. | Anus elewun

nayinku
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

234. | Penis undu undu also ‘tail’. cf. Arigidi indu, Ebira-Koto irétu,
Degema 0-dudu but cognate with more
widespread words for ‘tail’ e.g. Ce u-ndu,

235. | Vagina enfu inti cf. Takum sur-a, Nizaa fir, . cf. Akpes anta,

236. | Testicles €80 cf. Ife ekp3,

237. | Skin awola id3i cf. Yoruba awo, . Edoid..

238. | Hair itu itu cf. Yoruba irii, Ukuen étu,

239. | Beard indadn ihinde cf. Owere Ahwd,

240. | Liver £j3(r) &jd cf. Yoruba &dd, Edo udu, Ayu ajor, Hasha a-
nzor,

241. | Heart okd cf. Yoruba ok3, Gade ru-kwo,

242. | Kidney ama

243, | Intestines ifu cf. Yoruba ifii,

244. | Lung ifuku cf. Yoruba fuki,

245. | Bladder angayintito ‘house of urine’

246. | Bone egbe igbegbe cf. Nupe egb4,

247. | Rib iya

248. | Vein inin cf. Igala, Idoma ili,

249. | Blood efwe ése cf. Yoruba gjg,

250. | Gall osu cf. Igala écu,

251. | Breath

252. | Tear

253. | Saliva ito, unta ito cf. Yoruba it3,

254. | Sweat ifo cf. Izii €¢hrg,

255. | Urine ito cf. Yoruba it3,

256. | Faeces apinku imfi cf. Ayu imbi, Kakanda ami, Yoruba imi, Idoma
émi,

257. | Body Sla aghe cf. Igala 3la, Yoruba ara. cf. Edo égbé, Asu aga,

258. | Meat €na = ‘animal’

259. | Animal (Bush) ena cf. Nupe ena, Igala éla,

260. | *Camel

261. | Cow molii < Yoruba maaluu,

262. | Bull

263. | Calf

264. | Goat éwo cf. Igala éwd, Asu éwu, Aoma €-we,

265. | He-goat akoré

266. | Castrated goat

267. | Sheep anda

268. | Ram agbo < Yoruba agbo,

269. | Castrated sheep

270. | Rabbit éndi
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

271. | Dog afwa cf. Yoruba aja, Nupe efi, Root widespread in
Central Africa. cf. Fur asa, Lugbara atsi, Katcha
is(s)i, Dogon-Taba ifi,

272. | *Cat musun < Hausa.

273. | *Pig

274. | *Horse aganshi cf. Igala ana,

275. | *Donkey KkétekEtE < Yoruba kétéKEtE,

276. | Elephant eri < Yoruba eri,

277. | Hippo erimi < Yoruba erimi, ‘elephant of the water’

278. | Buffalo ehiko

279. | Lion Kiniii <Yoruba Kinit,

280. | Leopard oloko cf. Yoruba ek,

281. | Hyena' omini

282. | Civet cat’®

283. | Genet cat’

284. | Jackal

285. | Wart-hog’

286. | Bush-pig°

287. | Duiker antelope’

288. | Kob antelope®

289. | Roan antelope’

290. | Antelope sp. | era cf. Yoruba ira,

291. | Antelope sp. 11 ahi-enfi

292. | Porcupine'

293. | Tree pangolin'

294. | Baboon ighogidu cf. Nupe gbogi,

295. | Patas monkey' ayiga

296. | Vervet monkey"

297. | Colobus monkey"

298. | Squirrel (ground) akerehe cf. Yoruba dkérg,

' (Crocuta crocuta)

% (Viverra civetta)

? (Genetta genetta)

4 (Canis aureus)

’ (Phacochoerus aethiopus)
¢ (Potamochoerus Porcus)
" (Cephalophus spp.)

¥ (Kobus kob)

? (Hippotragus equinus)

19 (Hystrix cristata)

' (Manis tricuspis)

12 (Erythrocebus patas)

13 (Cercopithecus aethiops)
' (Colobus polykomos)

-10-
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
299. | Squirrel (tree)
300. | Rat (generic) ologbo ? error for ‘cat’. cf. Ife 6gélo,
301. | Bush-rat1
302. | Bush-rat I
303. | Bush-rat III
304. | Bush-rat IV
305. | Giant rat"
306. | Fat mouse
307. | Pygmy mouse
308. | Grasscutter'®
309. | Hedgehog'”
310. | Hare'®
311. | House-bat
312. | Fruit-bat ada cf. Ebrie, Arigidi, Ikaramu ada, Ife Yoruba ad4,
Nupe ¢di-, CB #-dema,
313. | Nile crocodile oyen cf. Ebira Koto oany¢, Igala i,
314. | Chameleon ayinlo cf. Gade anana, Igala ahinya, Idoma anina,
315. | Agama lizard apaara cf. Kupa bara, Nupe gbara, Mada gbre,
316. | Skink
317. | Gecko
318. | Monitor lizard
(damo)
319. | Monitor lizard (xX)
320. | Toad
321. | Frog gda
322. | Tortoise obarum
323. | Snake (Generic) uwefi cf. Niger-Congo #-wa,
324. | Spitting cobra
325. | Python
326. | Snake sp. 1 unfanale
327. | Turtle
328. | Crab anka cf. Ife akara,
329. | River molluscs
330. | Fish (generic) emefwi edu cf. Gbagyi Nkwa fewo,
331. | Tilapia (spp.)
332. | Puffer fish"”
333. | Catfish (spp.)”

' (Cretomyces sp.)
¢ (Thryonomys Swinderianus)
7 (Atelerix albiventris)

'® (Lepus Crawshayi)
1 (Tetraodon fahaka)
20 (Synodontis spp.)
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
334. | Nile Perch*
335. | Electric fish*
336. | Bird (generic) griye cf. Yoruba eye, Nupe eli,
337. | Turkey t0l6tolo < Yoruba t0l6to0lé,
338. | Chicken oma najiye
339. | Cock akdkd <Yoruba akuko,
340. | *Duck (Domestic) | kpekpeye < Yoruba kpékpéye,
341. | Pigeon (Domestic) | enyele <Yoruba gyelé,
342. | Dove (Domestic) aribadu
343. | Guinea-fowl antinte
344. | Hooded Vulture® igwu < Yoruba igii, ? related to Hausa angulu via
Nupoid, e.g. Kupa angu,
345. | Village Weaver™
346. | Cattle-egret”
347. | Black kite™ udi cf. Yoruba awodi,
348. | Standard-wing
Night-jar
349. | Owl (various spp.)
350. | Grey Parrot”
351. | Senegal Coucal®
352. | Bush-
fowl/partridge
353. | Swallow
354. | *Pied crow™
355. | Woodpecker
356. | Insect (Generic)
357. | Scorpion ikéke cf. Yoruba akekeéé, Ebira iku, Nupe kinkére,
Hwida (Gbe) kekire,
358. | Butterfly
359. | Dragon-fly
360. | Mosquito irt
361. | Spider™ alayigddd
362. | Mason wasp®’

21 (Lates niloticus)

22 (Malapterurus electricus)
» (Neophron monachus)
# (Ploceus cucullatus)
» (Ardeola ibis)

26 (Milvus migrans)

7 (Poicephalus senegalus)
28 (Centropus spp.)

¥ (Corvus albus)

3 (Acarina spp.)

*! (Belenogaster spp.)

-12-
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

363. | Bee oyl < Yoruba oyi,

364. | Sweat-fly

365. | Sandfly

366. | Housefly infi cf. Igala acici, Ebira isi, Akunnu inci, but
widespread in BC, hence PBC #-cin

367. | Ant (Generic)

368. | Louse (Human) inanago ‘head-louse’. cf. Igala in4,

369. | Millipede

370. | Cockroach

371. | Termite inka cf. Nupe ek4, Yoruba ik3,

372. | Anthill oluninka

373. | Flying-ant

374. | Grasshopper

375. | Praying mantis

376. | Firefly

377. | Giant Cricket

378. | Earthworm inkunrun

379. | Giant Snail

380. | Soap (Traditional)

381. | Oil ekpu ékpu cf. Yoruba ekpo,

382. | Fat ila cf. Igala ula,

383. | Grease ipara

384. | Salt owil oil cf. Oko obu, Igala 6mu,

385. | Soup/stew ond) ondo

386. | Food uwafe

387. | Porridge

388. | Sorghum-beer

389. | Palm-wine Snte onte cf. Yoruba oti,

390. | Milk oyin nemo

391. | Peelings

392. | Filter

393. | Rag

394. | Floor-beater

395. | Stick ekpo cf. Yoruba 3kpa,

396. | Handle (of tool)

397. | Sickle ilenzhe < Hausa

398. | Cutlass

399. | Iron uren cf. Yoruba iri,

400. | Gold ude cf. Igala ude ‘brass’,

401. | Axe ango cf. Kupa agba, EbiraIraga,

402. | Adze

403. | Hoe I anpg

-13-
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
404. | Hoe Il

405. | Hoe III

406. | Hammer

407. | Knife aké

408. | Scissors amuga < Yoruba amiga,
409. | Comb

410. | Broom

411. | Bag

412. | Sack

413. | Fireplace

414. | Shoe

415. | Cloth

416. | Grindstone (top)

417. | Grindstone (lower)

418. | Mortar (wood)

419. | Pestle

420. | Pot (generic) ufa cf. W. Gbari fawii, Igala uca,
421. | Potl

422. | Pot Il

423. | PotIll

424. | Pot IV

425. | Head-pad

426. | Basket (generic) agbd cf. Ebira abj, Yoruba agb3,

427. | Basket ]

428. | Basket I1

429. | Winnowing tray

430. | Mat (generic) ayiba

431. | Mat 1

432. | Needle

433. | Spear afi cf. Asu aci,

434. | Sword agada nogun

435. | Bow ondo cf. Igala 3do

436. | Arrow ofa cf. Etuno opa, Yoruba ofa
437. | Quiver akpé cf. Yoruba akpé,

438. | Chain

439. | Rope ifa

440. | Stool

441. | Wooden door uwa

442. | Fence

443. | Bridge

444. | Ladder

445. | Canoe okon gje calque from Yoruba ok3 oju omi ‘vehicle of the

-14-
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
woyin face of the water’,
446. | Paddle
447. | Bee-hive
448. | Fish-Net
449. | Fish-trap |
450. | Fish-trap II
451. | Fish-trap 111
452. | Snare
453. | One inka cf. Igala 00ka,
454. | Two iji cf. Yoruba éji,
455. | Three ita cf. Gade Tta, reflecting Niger-Congo #-ta
456. | Four iyen
457. | Five intu cf. W. Gbari étnu,
458. | Six ifa cf. Yoruba &fa,
459. | Seven ifwi ? cf. Igboid ‘six’ eg. Izii ifii,
460. | Eight iro
461. | Nine inda
462. | Ten igwa cf. Igala egwa, Gbari Kuta ogwo,
463. | Eleven igwaninka 10+1
464. | Twelve igwaniji 10+2
465. | Sixteen afeliyen
ggholo
466. | Seventeen afelita egbolo
467. | Nineteen afeleka
ggbolo
468. | Twenty egholo cf. Yoruba ogil,
469. | Forty eghoji cf. Yoruba ogoji,
470. | Sixty gghota
471. | Eighty eghoyen
472. | Hundred gghontu
473. | Black enju
474. | White enfu cf. Yoruba fiifii but #-fu is a Niger-Congo root
475. | Red enfi
476. | Green ayinrin
477. | Big ndii
478. | Small Kkéne cf. Yoruba kéré ‘to be small’,
479. | Many yeé
480. | Few ukéyé
481. | All kokole
482. | Thick ngbu
483. | Thin gbé cf. Yoruba 3gbe ‘flimsy’,

-15-
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
484. | Wide la

485. | Narrow dinrin

486. | Hard 1é cf. Yoruba le ‘resistant’,
487. | Soft rd cf. Igboid e.g. Owere ru, Igalal3 ‘soften’,
488. | Sweet yon cf. Igala uripd ‘sweetness’,
489. | Bitter npa

490. | Sharp (taste) mu cf. Yoruba ma lit. ‘to seize’,
491. | Sour bulabila

492. | Half

493. | Deep h3 cf. Yoruba K3,
494. | Shallow ukehdn ‘not deep’,

495. | Long ri

496. | Short péle

497. | Good to cf. Ife s3,

498. | Bad fwi

499. | Full ngo

500. | Round

501. | Dirty 16

502. | Clean fwi

503. | Fat hola

504. | Thin gbe

505. | Dear 1{]

506. | Cheap kpd cf. Yoruba kp3,
507. | Near yWe

508. | Far nri

509. | Sharp no

510. | Blunt kutukpu

511. | Beautiful hewa

512. | Ugly uke t5

513. | Hot fo

514. | Cold hun

515. | Deaf jinlendi

516. | Old

517. | New ento cf. Ife tit3,

518. | Strong honke

519. | Weak le

520. | Wet hiin

521. | Dry

522. | Smooth

523. | Accompany h3

524. | Add to
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
525. | Answer (question) | nanu
526. | Arrive
527. | Ask a question bére cf. P-Edoid *bhianhs,
528. | Ask/beg for
something
529. | Awaken (s.0.)
530. | Bark (dog)
531. | Be bent
532. | Be heavy
533. | Be light fuyé < Yoruba fiyé,
534. | Be on (s.t.)
535. | Be rotten ro cf. Ogbakiri ro + 0ro,
536. | Be short
537. | Be tired ange
538. | Beat (drum)
539. | Beat (s.0.) lu cf. Gbagyi I, Ndele (Igboid) 13,
540. | Become dry ghbe cf. Ekpeye kpé,
541. | Beget ywi
542. | Begin bere
543. | Bite pé yin
544. | Blow (mouth) fé cf. Qhyhy fé,
545. | Boil ya
546. | Break gha cf. P-Igboid *-gba(a),
547. | Bring winwa
548. | Build (house etc.) ko
549. | Burn (fire burns) fe cf. Guruntum fi,
550. | Bury ri cf. Ndele li, but Niger-Congo #-li
551. | Buy da cf. Ekpeye dé ‘sell’, Ukue de, but Niger-Congo
#-la
552. | Call (to someone) fwi
553. | Carry hu
554. | Carve (wood etc.)
555. | Catch
556. | Chew
557. | Choose
558. | Chop ngu
559. | Climb
560. | Close pi cf. Ohyhu pu,
561. | Come wa
562. | Come out (of room)
563. | Continue (to do s.t.)
564. | Cook
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

565. | Cough

566. | Count

567. | Cover

568. | Cry (babies) njo see ‘weep’

569. | Cut down (tree) pé cf. Yoruba, Idoma be, Owere bi, Nizaa bég,
PEdoid *be,

570. | Cut in two

571. | Cut off (head etc.)

572. | Dance ju

573. | Decrease kene hi

574. | Defecate ayinku

575. | Die ku Niger-Congo root, more usually for ‘kill’

576. | Dig (earth etc.) gbho cf. Nupe gba, Igala gwa, Edo gua, Onica g™,
Mada gya, CB #gungu,

577. | Dig (tuber) dé

578. | Divide/share ma

579. | Do/make shii cf. Dibo {izi, Ehueun sere,

580. | Drag

581. | Draw water

582. | Dream 151a cf. Ohyhu rd ar3,

583. | Dress yaaki

584. | Drink yon

585. | Drive away hiri

586. | Drop

587. | Dry in sun

588. | Eat fe

589. | Enter wurg

590. | Extinguish

591. | Fall (rain)

592. | Fall over ri cf. Gade piri, Uvbie rie,

593. | Fear

594. | Feel (cold etc.)

595. | Fight (in war)

596. | Fill g0

597. | Finish (a task) kpari

598. | Float

599. | Flog

600. | Flow (water etc.)

601. | Fly (birds) fu cf. Nupe fu, Qhyhuy fé,

602. | Fold (cloth etc.)

603. | Follow h3 cf. Ohyhu o,

604. | Forget ghé
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

605. | Fry (in oil)

606. | Gather/collect kwiisho cf. Daja kyo shukwu, Gade kwd,

607. | Get na

608. | Give gba cf. Gbagyi Kuta ga, Ndele nga,

609. | Give birth yoma cf. Niger-Congo #-ma,
(humans)

610. | Give birth kpo
(animals)

611. | Go da

612. | Go down ra

613. | Go out/exit du cf. Nupe dzii,

614. | Goup pa

615. | Grind

616. | Grow (plants)

617. | Hatch (egg)

618. | Have

619. | Hear gbo

620. | Help pa afi

621. | Hide wun sha

622. | Hit/strike (drum) ghaye

623. | Hoe yanya

624. | Hunt

625. | Increase ndu hi

626. | Insult gbé

627. | Jump fu cf. Ndele fé,

628. | Kill kpu cf. P-Igboid *-gbu,

629. | Kneel

630. | Know ma cf. Ohyhy ma4,

631. | Laugh ni cf. Ebira pipi,

632. | Learn ko

633. | Lick

634. | Lie down shii hale

635. | Lift wun hoke

636. | Listen

637. | Lose s.t.

638. | Marry wun haja

639. | Mix

640. | Mould (pot)

641. | Mount fupa

642. | Open i

643. | Pierce/stab

644. | Plait (hair) pa cf. P-Edoid *6aNa, P-Igboid *-kpaa,
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary

645. | Plant (crop etc.)

646. | Play

647. | Pound (in mortar)

648. | Pour (liquid) ja duwa

649. | Pull nfa

650. | Push ti cf. P-Edoid *ci ‘pull’,

651. | Put away gba hingene

652. | Put down ghahale

653. | Put on (clothes)

654. | Read ka

655. | Receive

656. | Refuse ma cf. Nupe mi,

657. | ‘Remain’

658. | Remember ruhi

659. | Resemble

660. | Rest hunrun

661. | Return pada

662. | Ride (horse etc.)

663. | Roast on coals hon cf. Ebira hu, Igboid-Ehugbo hg,

664. | Rub

665. | Run hure

666. | Say/speak ghg cf. Gade g¢,

667. | Scatter

668. | See ye cf. Nupe le...yé,

669. | Seek

670. | Seize gbonke na

671. | Sell ta

672. | Send

673. | Set trap

674. | Sew

675. | Shake

676. | Sharpen

677. | Shoot (arrow) tofa

678. | Shoot (gun) lubo

679. | Show gba yen

680. | Sing ko A Benue-Kwa root. cf. Ebrie ko, Nupe ko,
Ekpeye gwu, Proto-Manenguba *ké,

681. | Sit down kaka

682. | Slaughter (animal)

683. | Sleep fii cf. Ndele {1,

684. | Smash

685. | Smell gbunu
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
686. | Snap in two

687. | Sneeze shi tiha cf. Ogbakiri 71,
688. | Sow seeds

689. | Spit

690. | Split

691. | Stand kaho

692. | Steal ji cf. Nupe yi,
693. | Stir (soup)

694. | Suck (breast etc.)

695. | Surpass to aghayo

696. | Swallow fa yen

697. | Sweep gbala

698. | Swell

699. | Swim Iolg

700. | Take

701. | Talk ho

702. | Teach ko

703. | Tear (cloth etc.) ya cf. Gbagyi Kuta sa...ya,
704. | Tell kaji

705. | Think rahi

706. | Throw hg

707. | Tie gbu cf. Ogbakiri kps, Uvbie gba,
708. | Touch ghowoda

709. | Twist (rope etc.) kpinra cf. Dibo pi, Onicha fi,
710. | Undress pimbombolo

711. | Untie fu

712. | Uproot (tuber)

713. | Urinate tito

714. | Vomit

715. | Walk na

716. | Want/need

717. | Wash

718. | Wear

719. | Weave 10

720. | Weed pe fo

721. | Weep ki

722. | Wish bé ni

723. | Wipe

724. | Work

725. | Write ko

726. | Yawn yan

727. | 1
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No. | Gloss Ayere Ahan Commentary
728. | You
729. | He/shelit
730. | we
731. | you pl.
732. | They
733. | Who?
734. | Which?
735. | What?
736. | When?
737. | Where?
Exclamations
738.
Adverbs
739.
Particles etc.
740.
Edible and Useful Plants
NO. Gloss Singular Commentary
741. | Guinea-yam®
742. | Aerial yam”
743. | Red yam*
744. Water-yam*
745. | Taro (Old cocoyam)*®
746. | New cocoyam®’*
747. | Cassava**® ikpaki < Yoruba kpaki
748. | Sweet potato**
749. | Wild yam |
750. | Wild yam 11
751. | Tumuku®
752.  Rizga"
753. | Sorghum® eka cf. Yoruba oka,
754. | Bulrush millet” (gero) ijero < Hausa

32 (Dioscorea guineensis)
3 (Dioscorea bulbifera)
* (Dioscorea cayenensis)

> (Dioscorea alata)

3 (Colocasia esculenta)

37 (Xanthosoma mafaffa) (H. wali)

3% (Manihot esculenta)
¥ (Ipomoea batatas)
0 (Plectranthus esculentus)

4 (Solenostemon rotundifolius)

2 (Sorghum bicolor)
# (Pennisetum spp.)
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NO.

Gloss

Singular

Commentary

755.

Bulrush millet (maiwa)

756.

Eleusine**

757.

Fonio (H. acca)*”

758.

Iburu (H. iburu)*

759.

Maize*¥

agbado

< Yoruba agbado,

760.

Rice**®

761.

Cowpea®

ele

cf. Asu edé, Yoruba
ereé,

762.

Spiral cowpea

763.

Lima bean®**

764.

Other beans I

765.

Other beans 11

766.

Other beans 111

767.

Bambara groundnut®

ekpa kurubu

cf.  Yoruba  &kpa
orubu,

768.

Kersting's ground-nut™

769.

Groundnut (Peanut)*

ekpayo

770.

Tiger-nut*

771.

Garden egg”

772.

Okra*®

ila

cf. Yoruba ila,

773.

Chili pepper* (large)”’

atayo

cf. Yoruba ata,

774.

Birdseye chili**®

775.

Onion (Allium cepa)

alubasa

< Hausa

776.

Garlic®

T77.

Tomato®

778.

Egusi melon®

779.

Melon (other)®

780.

Edible squash®

781.

Sorrel/roselle®

“ (H. tamba) (Eleusine coracana)

* (Digitaria exilis)
“ (Digitaria iburua)
47 (Zea mays)

8 (Oryza sativa/ glaberrima)

# (Vigna unguiculata)

9 (Phaseolus lunatus)

°! (Vigna subterranea)

52 (Macrotyloma geocarpa)
3 (Arachis hypogaea)

% (Cyperus esculentus)

%% (Solanum melongena)

%6 (Abelmoschus esculentus)
57 (Capsicum frutescens)
%% (Capsicum annuum)

% (Allium sativum)

5 (Lycopersicon esculentum)

¢ (Citrullus lanatus)
62 (Cucumis spp)
8 (Cucurbita pepo)
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NO. Gloss Singular Commentary
782. | Jews' mallow®

783. | Kenaf®

784. | Sesame seeds®’ igogo cf. Igala igégo,

785. | Black sesame®®

786. | Sesame leaves®

787. | Bitterleaf™

788. | Waterleaf*”!

789. | Plantain (Musa AAB)

790. | Banana (Musa AAA) ogede were

<Yoruba 3g&de weere,

791. | Orange*”

792. | Bamboo

793. | Pineapple*”

794. | Coconut*™

795. | Pawpaw*”

796. | Gourd (Generic) ufe

797. | Gourd-bottle™

798. | Gourd (spherical)”’

799. | Other gourds

800. | Cotton

801. | Tobacco*

802. | Sugar-cane™

803. | Loofah”™ (H. s0s0)

804. | Cola eyi

805. Oil—palm79 eren

806. | Palm-fruit

807. | Palm-oil

Musical Instruments

NO.  Gloss Singular Commentary

808. Druml ulo cf. Yoruba ilu,

 (H. yakuwa) (Hibiscus sabdariffa)
5 (H. lalo)(Corchorus olitorius)
5 (H. rama) (Hibiscus cannabinus)
7 (H. Ridii) (Sesamum indicum)
68 (Sesamum radiatum)

% (H. karkashi)

"*Vernonia amygdalina

I (Amaranthus spp)

72 (Citrus sinensis)

¥ (Ananas comosus)

™ (Cocos nucifera)

75 (Carica papaya)

¢ (Lagenaria siceraria)

7 (Cucurbita maxima)

78 (Luffa cylindrica)

 (Elaeis guineensis)
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